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AN HISTORICAL ST A TEME N T 

Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit No. 536 was commissioned on 

September 23rd 1943 in Gulfport, Mississippi, a standard organization of five 

officers and two hundred sixty-nine enlisted men. However, before that 

commissioning took place, much had been accomplished towards making 

civilians into Seabees and the men had seen several phases of Navy life. 

From all over the United States, construction men had come to Williamsburg, 

Virginia, during that spring of 1943 to receive what Navy men refer to as 

" boot training." Among these were the men who were to form the founda­

tion of this Unit. "Boot Training" consisted of six weeks of military training 

in which "close order" and "extended order" drill played the major roles. 

When it was over the "Boots" were granted a sixty-two hour liberty. 

On the ir return they found themselves assigned to the I 03rd U. S. Naval 

Construction Battalion and it was with this Battalion that they proceeded to 

Camp Endicott, Oavisville, Rhode Island, in July of 1943. 

In Oavisville, the time was short and the training more intense. Some of the 

men attended schools, where they were familiarized with standard Navy 

equipment; others continued military training. Here, the entire Battalion spent 

a week on the rifle range and many became qualified marksmen. In August, 



ten day embarkation leaves were granted to the major portion of the Bat­

talion. On their return, the Battalion shoved off for Gulfport, Mississippi. 

At Gulfport, the rest of the Battalion were given their leaves and the 

remainder were assigned to construction projects at the Camp. In September, 

the "scuttlebutt," that the Battalion would be broken up, became a reality 

by the decommissioning of the I 03rd and the subsequent commissioning of 

four Maintenance Units of which this organization was one. 

In December, the Unit embarked for an advanced naval base in the South 

Pacific area to accomplish the mission to which it had been assigned, the job 

of maintaining an Advanced Naval Base, that quick-moving Allied offensives 

had left far behind front lines. 

The following story in pictures tells the tale of the Unit's everyday life on this 

South Pacific Island. It is not a "blood and thunder" story of Seabees being 

shot off bulldozers as they carve airfields out of enemy·ridden jungles, but a 

brief recording of the humdrum, routine life of a Seabee Maintenance man, 

doing a Job that is apparently endless, a Job that is colorless because it is 

not front page news, but a Job that is meritorious because of its importance 

in maintaining the road that leads to Tokyo. 



A WORD FROM THE SKIPPER 

This booklet is issued as a record and memoir of accomplishments and 
activities of this Unit since it was commissioned and particularly of this 
present +our of duty. It has been prepared by you and your mates, paid 
for by your Welfare Fund, and pre:ented to you as a reminder <Jnd 
souvenir of the more pleasant duties w~ performed while serving in the 
South Pacific. 

I believe that in years to come this book will be one of your cherished 
personal possessions, recalling memories which are part of your life and 
dear to your heart. 

A. A. MAKOWSKI 
LT. CEC, USNR 
Officer - in - Charge 

---- - • I 



Executive Officer 

LT. (jg) J. W. PRINGLE 
Personnel Officer 

Construction Superintendent 

CH. CARP. J. C. SHELHORSE 
T ronsporlotion Officer 
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Ol~~NE\ 
SERUlC£S 



JOHN SHELL 
Lieut., Chaplain Corps, USNR 

J 



EDWIN C. MULLIGAN 
Lieut., C!.aplain Corps, USNR 



This book has been printed at no expense to the United States 

Government. It has been passed by the Naval Base Censor and is 

therefore accept able for mailing privileges. 

To Eugene J . McKee, CM2c(CB), goes credit for the editing, book 

composition and a ll the fine sketches contained herein. Equal credit 

is due Luther W. Miller, MM2c(CB), for having handled the major 

portion of the photographic work. 

Gratefulness is expressed to Lt. (jg) James W. Pringle for the time 

he has given to make this book a success. 

All photos are official U. S. Navy or U. S. Army photographs. 
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