


Dedicated to 
11 8UTCH 1

' 

\~'HOSE ST ERN VISAGE, \\'HOSF. FI GHTI NG 

SPJRIT . . . \\'HOSE \\'HOL E OUT LOOK ON 

Ll FE .. . FULLY EPITOl\ JI ZES TH E SP! RlT 

OF T HE !\IE. OF 561. 

May He Some Day Grow Up To Be a Sea/Jee! 



THE 
56/st 

LOG 

A History 

• • • 

In Picture and Story 





J='J TH E MO='JTH OF OCTOBER, 

T~THE YEAR 1943, TH ERE \VAS 

CO 1CEIVED I='J THE MI~DS 

AND PLANS OF THE NAVA L 

P OvVE R S I N \i\1ASHI NGT ON, 

D.C.,A U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUC­

TION BATTALION 1Al NTE-

ANCE UNITBYTH E NUM BE R 

OF FI VE HU~D R E D A~D 

SIXTY ONE. 

FOR YOUR PERUSAL AND E DIFICATION H ER E FOLLOWS THE 

HISTORY, IN PICTURE AND STORY, OF THE Ll VES, LOVES AND 

WORKINGS OF TH E MEN AND MAT ERIA T HAT MAKE UP THAT 

SCOURGE OF T HE PACIFIC AND POINTS EAST . . . 

\VE GIVE YOU THE U. S. KA.VAL CO~STRUCTTO~ BATT.~L IO~ 

MAINTENANCE UNIT NO. 561. 



~~~\~~l 
\U\ \\\t~\'t~ \ll,e~~ l1'l1l'Zt. 

Z2-~us1 ~11 



"WARDE ... JACKSON, EM2c 
Pl1otograp/1)' 

HARRY ZUNKER, Ylc 
Editor 

" BRF.EZY"' RRF.SETrF., Prr2c 
Art 

The 
Staff 

BILL McQUEEN, BM2c 
Compositio11- Proc11reme11t 

DICK BENNEn", BMlc 
Aduisory 

BILL \\'ARNER, CM3c 
Art- Composition 
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THE SKIPPER'S MESSAGE .. . 

In the rela t ively shorr period of two rears our unit has travelled in a n inter­

rupted series of cross-cou ntry movements, a meandering course stretching from 

our inception center at Camp Peary to the advanced bases of i\l unda, New Georgia 

and i\l anus in the Adm iralties. 

During this period we have established an enviable record of inregriry of 

performance, efficiency, and over:ill cooperation with the various :\ rmy, ~avy 

and Marine Corps activities the Unit has worked with. This has been evi.lenced 

by the numerou s ind ivid ua l and unit com me ndations received from high ranking 

officers of the various branches of rhe service. 

At times, our assig ned duties proved dull and tiresome, and seemed withou t 

bearing on the furtherance of the war effort. D espite the discomforts entailed, 

you r ability to cope with the manifold duties and your adaptability to each new 

environment, have definitely aided t owards the complete success o f our missio n. 

1 wish to express my personal thanks to rhe officers and enlisted men of our 

unit for their line spirit of cooperation, l o~·alty and good sportsmans hip; all of 

which h:i ve tended w weld us into a highly effective Nava l o rganizatio n. 

LJF.LT. F. \·. COR>JELIUS 



"THE SKIPPER" 

L IEUT. F RANCIS v. CORNELIUS, CEC, USN R 
218 E. Clifton Avenue 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

As Company Commander of Co. "C" of the old Super 16th Battalion, Lieut. Cornelius took 
over as OinC when "C" became CBM 561 in November of 19.+3. A "civilian soldier" like all 
of us, rhe Lieutenant proved himself a military leader on par with any of them; one who held the 
respect and confidence of his men- whose first aim was the welfare of those men and in seeing 
that they got the right deal. A tireless worker, for whom no job tackled was too big, Lieut. Cor­
nelius was in the mos t part responsible for the fine reputation of a well-balanced, versatile and 
hard-working ou tfit that 56 1 soon acquired in t he P acific Th_atre. 

Lieut. Cornelius received his BS degree in civil engineering and a Certificate in Architecture 
from the University of Cincinnati, airer earning these honors with jourleen years of night school 
study, which !'peaks as well as anything of his perseverance. H is civi lian job before coming into 
the Service in 19.+2 was an Assistant F.ngineer in the Department of Public Works of the City 
of Cincinnati. Prior to taking over CBMU 561, Cornelius served as Assistant Public \Vorks Officer 
and Resident Officer-in-Charge of Construction du ring the building of NT S, Fort Schuyler, . Y. ; 
a part of his Naval career few of us knew about. 

" T he Skipper" will still be remembered long after 561 has ceased to exist. 
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LT. (jg) TOLAND H. WATSON, CEC, USNR 
621 Chatham Avenue 

Columbia, South Carolina 

LIEUT. JOSEPH\\'. GIVENS, CEC, USN R 
1448 17th Avenue, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Executive Officer of CBMU 561; another charter 
member of the U nit; recipient of the extra handle of 
" Dusty" back in the campaign days of Gu lfport. 
Veteran of the beachhead on Ship I sland, Lieut. Givens 
doubled as Supply Officer throughout our tour of over­
seas duty, and more than occasionall y a friend with 
a sympathetic ear to the men and their troubles. 

A true "Okie" and fanatically proud of his State, 
we have yet to see Lieut. Givens defeated in argument 
as to the merits of Oklah oma as compared to the 
lesser States. Was educated at Oklahoma A & M 1 

graduating with a BS degree in civil engineering. 
Prior to entering the Service, was Building Engineer 
with the E. l. DuPont de Nemoirs Co. in the con­
struction of their huge TNT plant in Oklahoma. 

"Dusty" was truly a man among men . . . an 
officer highly respected by those who served with him 
and under him. A "regu lar guy", frank, forward, 
and with a conscientious sense of responsibility to both 
the men and the Navy, Lieut. Givens well merited 
rhe admiration of a ll the men as an officer and real 
friend. 

another "Rebel", who brought the Civil War 
with him to the P acific ... Lt. Watson was a real 
"enlisted man's officer" . . popularity unbounded, 
tied in with the abi li ty to get things done, made him 
a va luable officer. Heavy waterfront construction hi s 
s pecialty. Main tenance and Heavy Equipment Officer 
with 561, he hit his stride as Heavy Construction 
Officer for the Combined CBMUs in the Admiralties. 
His ch ief aim ... "getting this d - - n war over and 
getri ng home !" 

Educated at the U niversity o( South Carolina, 
graduating with a BS degree in 1938, Lt. VVatson 
worked for the U . S. Coast Guard (as a civ il ian) 
holding down the title of Assistant Construction En­
g in eer in bui lding docks, marine railways and ware­
houses. One of the original crew of 561, Lieut. Watson 
was commissioned in the r,lVY in May of 1943. 

"Carolinah" should be proud to have you back, Lt. 
v\' atson ! 
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E:\TSJGN GEORGE E. S\YF.ENEY 
Springfield, l\fassachusetts 

Ensign Sweeney joined out outfit on l\lunda during 
the Christmas Holidays of 19H. l\lr. Sweeney just 
dropped in on us out of the proverbial blue sky, and 
forthwith proceeded to make himself at home. He 
proved himself among the best as an officer and well 
liked by a great majority of the men. His first duties 
on Munda were those of Engineering Officer and Wel­
fare and Recreation Officer. Upon our arrival on 
~Janus, Ens. Sweeney was assigned duty as Personnel 
Officer of the Combined CBMU's and later as Base 
Barge Pool Officer. 

F:ns. Sweeney received his BS in Civil Engineering 
from Tufo: College in 19H; was a junior engineer for 
the Department of Streets and Engineering for the 
city of Springfield, Massachusetts before enlisting in 
the Navy and receiving his commission after Midsh ip­
man training at Camp Endicotte, Rhode Island . 

Mr. Sweeney is affectionately referred ro as " JUG­
H:\ID" by Lt. \\'arson. 

CHIEF \\"ARRANT OFFICER HuBERT H. DOD 
Route 4 

Lexington, Virginia 

the officer who probably held down more simul­
taneous jobs than any in the PTO ... Field Con­
struction Officer, Sawmill & Logging, Carpentry Officer 
and Officer-in-Charge of all shops, besides being Wel­
fare & Recreation and Censorship Officer on the side 
... and Mr. Dod, at this writing, is looking for 
still more jobs to do. A horse for work, and thor­
oughly idolized by every man in the Unit, Mr. Dod 
was a typical Seabee officer . . . getting things done 
in the fastest possible manner with the least amount 
o( red tape was his byword. His friends, both officer 
and enlisted, were legion ... his slow \' irginiadrawl 
identified him as a tru~ son of the South . 

In civilian life, ~ I r. Dod worked on about ever~­
big construction project undertaken up and down the 
Easr Coast. A specialist in concrete and brick con­
struction, his services were never lacking in demand. 
As our ~ l ilitar~· Training Officer, both in Stateside 
and overseas days, he did much to wield the Unit 
into a smooth working organization. 
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Rufus Edwards. CMMS 
2·1<17 S.E. i\111:11 S1 .. 

Por1 land. Ort•J(On 

Clarence Adams. MM3c 
lllt1J<koi:cct'. Oklaho111 u 

Edward Briggs. MM3c 
Box 294 

Crnnilc, Oklohomu 

Clyde E, Dodd. MM2c 
lloutc I , Box 3:lll 
Arlinglou. Tf'Xm; 

Foster M , Holt. CM2c 
''i02 So. iit h S t .. 

llu1w. Old11hnr11a 
12 

HEADQUARTER S 

John Husband. CC M 
184 Fisher Arn .. 
Ro.•bury, ~las.•. 

J, A, Ada ms. Jr,. SKD2c 
129 E. Queen S1rcct 

Clia11,bcrsburg. Penn. 

Glenn L, Cross. CMlc 
286 E. i\lain St .. 
Bradford. Penn. 

Albert Doremus. Cox 
6922 30th P lace 
Rcrwyn. fll inois 

Charles Khalil. CM2c 
520 h FrccporL Rd .. 
Nc•w J\pnsin~ton. Po 

James A, LaDuke. CCS 
R esner ..\pts .. 

Rorinn. ~I ontn11n 

Millard Allard. M nM2c 
l!l9i~ " lcCormick 

Detroit, ~lich. 

H , J, Crowson. SCt c 
5 116 Dau phinc S1 .. 

Nc.w Orleans, I .. a . 

Frank A, Doty. Cox 
26 Judson S t., 
i\lalclcn, i\foss. 

J ames L, Leslie. SC3c 
950 \ViO!J.< 

Benu111 onc. Tex:tli 

PL ATOO N 

Frederick Seligman. CCM 
7-1~:! ~at~uum ~t.. 

flnu.<1011. Texn• 

J ames Brannon. Bkr2c 
Box 2:i.1. Glt•rl\·illc. 

\\'t•,oi1 Virj;(iuin 

T, R, Darvoe. C M3/ c 
BarO(l\'f:'ld, New York 

George R, Ellis. S i c 
12 Gnrdcn SI .. 

Frnuklin. l\ l a~. 

Michael LoPiano. Bkr2c 
22 1-21 l 121h lld .. 

QurPr»• \lilla111" N. Y. 

James Sineak. CSK 
:?2i Parrish Ave .. 

Adel. Georgia 

John W , Breen. SK!c 
1970 £. S3rcl St., 
C lc\'elancl. Ohio 

Bernard Diskin. SK3c 
1571 ~2110 St .. 

Brooklyn , N. Y. 

William Goren. CM2c 
Roule 1. Box 9 10. 

i\lill Volle.'·· Californi<\ 

W, McQueen . Jr,. BM2c 
60 Fli~hlunrl Terrace. 

:\ l iddl1•town, Conn. 



William Merkle. SC lc 
ll'ood•111ill n oncl. 

('hcsicr1irlcl, ;\I i•,ouri 

H E, Snlpher. SK2c 
:\20 i\lndiHOll :';1 •• 

:-lrw York Ci1,\". :-<. \'. 

David M, Ncnl. SF2c 
llox 27. Ro111" l 

Vn11c<', 2\liKi'!i:-....;i1')1)i 

Arthur Smith. SSMB3c 
717 ;\l1•lro.r f;1,. 

ChiC"llltO. Ill. 

Frank S, Olsen. SC2c 
llO:l. lstA\'f· .. 

So1nerville, :-<. J. 

Jacob Stein. Y2c 
843 l.indc-11 Rlwl.. 
llrooklyn. ~. Y. 

Jns, L Ortman. SC2c 
211:' 1{11111bolcll lll vd .. 

Chir:iitQ. lllinoi• 

K, E, Stockdale. SC3c 
1011 1;;, ;\luin ~L. 

;\It. 811•rlin1t. I\). 

C, F, Terwilliger. M3c 
136 Prospect A ,.c .. 
Binp:humton. N. Y. 

Harris R, Zunker. Ylc 
11:!4 l.op:nn ~I •• 

Corpu,• Chri•ti. Tc.:,. 

Ralph E, Parr. BM2c 
278!l S{olrnn !'1.. 

Jurk•om·illc. Flu. 

J, P, Sullivan. BMtc 
I llo•inr Court. 
rlo~bury. ;\la:-•. 
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PLATOON 

Harvey H, Lord. CEM 
22/i S. Sth St .. 
Sht'h ou. \\'n~h. 

W, H, Chastain. CMM 
.;o Marion ,h e .. S.E., 

Atlnnt<l. Ccorgiu 

W, Shaughnessy. CMMS N, M, Spurlin. CSF 
IS.1 Dench. I-I Isl St., Co11011 \"111lry. Loui•inua 
Belle Rnrbor, N. Y. 

T, R, Allen. MoMM2c 
17 15 K 71 MI $ 1. . 
Cl1i~11110. Ill . 

Lee Baker. MMJc 
:JOO Bruzil Ave •• 

Sau Fru11ciEico. Cnlif. 

R, T, Brauer. MMJc 
Ii 176th Pince. 

Hnrnmond. ln<linrnl 

Clarence D, Gaddy. S i c H, Glass. Sr,. MoMMlc H, H, Grebel. MoMMlc 
:\lon1 ieello. Arknu•nN 1112 Uus.."Cron St.. Box -143 

Ernest Borden. MM3c 
Lohrvill (·. lown 

R, L, Hendricks. MMSlc 
:i:1s N . Uiu~r. 

14 
J ucliu11u1>ol i~, I 11d. 

Vin cennes. Jndinna Eagle River. \\'i~con~iu 

R, E, HofJmon. CM2c 
Boule 2. 

Boo11~horo. ~Id. 

Robt, Hayward. EM3c 
824 No. Spri11,:: 

Sioux Fulls. N . I). 

Jack H, Keller. MMS2c 
P. 0 . Box 63. 

Ton11wn11d11, N. Y. 

Harold Bucher. WT2c 
13:>6 :\ rrowhrod Ave •• 
i"nn Ucr1111rcli110. Calif. 

Harold E, Hake. EM2c 
IL 0. I 

Y ork ll :n·t·11. Perm. 

Harold J, Henly. CM3c 
7:!0 Hive,..idr Driw. 
N~\\' York, N. Y. 

Louis Kessler. Fie 
:llO N. 1 lst 8 1 •• 

Phil:ul<'IJ}hin. 1'(•1111. 

LeRoy Devlin. MMS2c 
MOO No. 16th St.. 
Phi lndcphia. Penn. 

Coye L, Hall. MMlc 
Celina. Texas 

Erwin L, Helbraun. Cox 
:I I I lit ica Ave •. 
Brooklyn. N. Y. 

Lawrence Linn. MMJc 
6(12r. Shcnunn !it., 

ll ouston. Tcxu~ 



Fred Mnclnn. CM2c 
a.l N~w Chainhcr 8 1 , 
~('W York Ci1y, N. v. 

Floyd M, Masters. SFlc 
1807 Eu"ltcru Av<> •. 
Co1111 or1willc·. Ind. 

J oe C, Pierce. EM l e 
:IO~ I ~lidvnlc Ave., 
l,o• Ani:clcs. Cnlif. 

Kenneth Means. BM2c 
2Jii 19th A\'C., So .. 

Nnm1>a. ldnho 

Stephan Spot1en. MM3c 
.)39 :-lin1h .\\·c .• 

:-lorth T roy, N. Y. 

H, R, Mussetcr. M3c 
:!U L<·111011 Ht., 

WriAhlAl\'ill!". l 'u. 

Alfred Storella. M M2c 
11 ... n c,c.-·oir .\ \'I'., 

Jlovrn•, :\tu .. ~. 

Orlon C, Payne. Mic 
2;,:1 1 t.len1i11g1on A vc .• 

l{:rn"it\S City, ~ l o. 
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A, L, Januszewski. EM3c 
681$ Ucrdcllc A""·· 

CJc,·dand. Ohio 

PL A TOON 2 

Jos, 0 , Fleming. CCM 
Box ·15. 

George's i\lills, N. U . 

R, C, Katchuba. SF3c 
117-lt> l{linixcr St .. 

l-l a111tran1ek. ~1ich. 

Jam es T, Hurl . CSF 
Box 28i 

.Monterey. Cnlifornin 

Walter E, Kiel. CSF 
Eberly Drive. Route 3 

T oledo. Ohio 

Theo, T, Randall. CSF 
!iii 2·l th Av., .. 

Long\·iow. \Va.sh. 

Frank J, Kubera. SF3c 
·191;4 31•t $1. . 

Detroit. :\ lichig:m 

Lynn E.Markham, CMlc Gerald L. Martin, CMl c Merlin J. McKenna, EMlc Oien C. Medard, CM!c 
285 Robinson St. PMmnco. Houtc 21 723 South L<iurn 409 East I Ith St. 

Bin1tha111ton, N. Y. Parkersburg. W. Vu. Spokane. Wnsb. Grund Pruiric. Texas 

George N, Ambs. CM2c J, F, Bartlett. Jr,. CM2c J, A, Beaunaux. MM3c Chester Carouth. MM2c 
Munns,·illc. N. Y. f>82 Pleasant St.. Wilbur. Wnshington Conrnnchc. Texas 

Stoug hton. Mnss. 

Forrest Gleason. SK2c 
215,V. 3rd St .. 
CHnlon, Iowa 
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Allred C, Gould . S Fl c 
10 1·1 NW 22nd St.. 

Okluhonol\ Ci~y. Okin. 

Edmund E, Gunn. S i c 
1505 ftol'rCsl. :\ ve .. 
Nnslwill<" Tenn. 

J ohn C, Hoppe. CM2c 
Nicholson. Penn. 

Wm, G, J.ove lace. CM Jc 
64·1 Gardr·ndnlc A""·• 

Akron. Ohio 

Otis V. Medart, CM2c 
Box 12 14 

Arcata. Cali f. 

W, A, Crutchfield. M2c 
407 N. Bninbridge St.. 
i\l on tgomer~·. Alabama 

Bla ir F, H orton. CM2c 
Powell. Wyoming 



Edward R, Moore. Ptrlc 
:l:,i N t•\\'l>Ort A,., ... 
\\"olln-ton ;\In"". 

G, 0, Newgard. MMlc 
:1;,1;, 31.t .\\·i-.. So .. 
:\lit1IH'UJWlliM, )liuu. 

G, D, Orcutt. MM3c 
Rout<· -1. 

:\'nrnp:t. ldoho 

Kirb, A, Riffey. CM l e 
11.; Fnulkner .\\ t• •• 

:\lnrti11.,.hurµ, \\ . \ 'u. 

J, Watkinson. Jr,. EM2c 
100:\ Lookout A\'e .. 
Chnrl~roi. Pcnnn. 

Morris B, Witt. EM2c 
.:; I £,·eh•n Pl .. 

:"cw York. N. Y. 

J. E, Swarttlander. CM le 
Houtt• :.!. Uo, -I 10. 
Colonon. :\lid1ii:a11 

-
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J, R, Aldermnn. MMS2c 
220(1 NorthWl'•I 2Rth Rt. 

:llinmi . Floriclo 

H, S, Dietrich. CMl/ c 
2811 Cenlrnl Ave .. 
Brook lyn, N. Y. 

Rufus H, Hill. CMJc 
ll out e ·I. 

1;;uporn. :Iii,., 

Enrl W, Kndlng. MM2c 
Rtunrt. l owu 
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PLATOO N 3 

Robert Gober. CCM 
Houtc t. 

Elmore, Alnbn111n 

Jos, H, Mercier. CSF 
·I:! lli1Ch St., 
Oonve~. ~rn~~. 

Ben T, Blair. SF2c 
2138 Scoll A \ 'C., 

lucl<•p<>n<lonce • .\lo. 

R, B, Goodwin. CMJc 
120 Brown St .. 

Pro,·idcncc. H. I. 

Hugh M, Jackson. EM3c 
·100 3rd St., 

13111011 Roui:c. La. 

Hownrd R, Lilly. MM3c 
H. I". 0. I. 

i'IH'plwrrl, ~lichi~nn 

R, G, Campbell. WT3c 
H.F. D. :l 

:Ill. Cnrincl. lllinoi• 

Reuben Gray. CM2c 
131 So. F. S1rcot 
Hamillou, Ohio 

Russell T, J~ne. CM3c 
4081 Lomsinnn St .. 

San Diep:o, C11lif. 

Jos, Lurnnc. Jr,. EM3c 
i!OO Pnrkwood $1., 

Detroit, :llich. 

Lawrence Cone. EMl c 
1.;o2 •, 14th .\ \'('., 

Pho<·u i' C'i1y .. \lohumn 

Jno, L, Hatchell. CM3c 
160ll 1'wo Notch Hd .. 

Colurnbiu. S. C. 

Fred rick C, J ones. CM3c 
Bo• 1227 PCP1><'r1·ll Stu .. 

Opeliku, Alu. 

R
1 

V, Marshnll. CM2c 
~28 1 o N. Plum 81 .. 

Union C'ily, Ind. 

Pnlmcr E Davis. MM3c 
111.i R.E. i\lnrion St., 

Poril:and. Or~i<on 

J as, R. Hendricks. CM2c 
,;o.i N.E. 6th $1 •• 

Oklnhoma City. Okin. 

John L, Jones. CM3c 
HoutP ~. 

Fnirvirw, \\". \ ":.i. 

John Maise. CM3c 
.;1 fiummil Ave., 
~loneN1en. P~nn:i. 



J, 8, McCarahlln. MM Jc 
:?:.:11 W1·11nort' ,\\·r .• 

E'•'•N l, \\'n"h · 

Roy A
1 

Olson. M3c 
100 No. iOth St •• 

N>nulr. w ... i.. 

Ladlalav J, Michl. EM le 
2!\1fl Ila rt iso11 !'l1 •• 

Gury. I 11diuns 

Robt, D, Powers . EM l e 
H.F. D. 2 
Im. s. C". 

John Moore. SF2c 
300i 0th Aw •. 

P<1rl<er-b111 11. \\". \ "a. 

Claud, Rasberry. EMtc 
ll. F. I). I 

Cnrt h:iit<·. :\li>•i--i1>1>i 

Harry J, Nngy. WT3c 
Uo\ IS'>. It. Ii, l'<•1rr Pt. 

ll mul. Toh·<lo, Ohio 

Thos, M, Sellers. MMtc 
320:! l>1·n111• St.. 

:'o. P11rk1•r•hur11. \\'. \ ' 11. 

L, E, Sohrweid. MM2c 
JOa S. E. S2nd ,\\•c .. 

M, E, Tomsic. MoMMtc 
202 So. Co11\«•11t, 
T ri11idud. Ohio Portland. Or<'11011 

D, L, Nichols. MMS2c 
l.1~·•h». Oklnho111s 

Alfred J, SUv;.. BM l e 
ti" llodtr"" .-\n• .. 

'n. Quin<")« )fo .. -. 
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Robt, K, Babb. BKR3c 
l(i.l.) Xewherr~· ~L. 

C"a~·t1hoi:a Fall•, Ohio 

Lewis S, Epps. MM3c 
2H4 :\. Grnnd 
~t. Loui'-. ~lo. 

J, F, Lawhead. MMS3c 
l:!O!l ·Ith St., S. \\" .. 
Wn,hininon, 0. C. 

P LATOO N 4 

Geo, L, Parkman. CCM 
l~i Sheridan .\v<-.. 

:::.111 Dic-~o. C:tlir. 

M, .Y,~rkles'!n . Cf1oMM 
_.j.J :\l :1n1><Nl SL. 

ll1i•ht111<'. Calif. 

Joseph F, Cihak. MM l e 
11'01 :-<.K C:rnnd .\\"e . . 

Purtlaml. On·~on 

Lloyd P, Flatley. MMlc 
Uove,v. )linn~ota 

R, W, Lawrence. MM2c 
\\'inncbnJ,tO. ~Iinn. 
Bukerofield. C:1lil. 

Earl C, Clnrl<. MMZc 
206 :-<or1h l!l1h ::1.. 

St .. ln•r11h. :\lo. 

C, B, Hayward. MM l e 
R. F. 0. :!. 

Ruf){'rt. ldt1lro 

E, L, Lewis. MoMM3c 
R oute:!, T\ox 240. 

T, A, Dillard. MMS2c 
4 l:l F:hn :':trf'<'I 

Calhoun, C:Mritin 

Richard Hopper. MM2c 
Roule 3 

:'\larianna. Arknn.:--:b 

Dwight A, McAlevy. Y3c 
·IOi Sen>nth !':t .. 

Frnnklin, Pu. 

A, H, Mcinnes. CM2c Jas, R. Megnern. S i c 
l\!lO(l !l l.i A•·~.. l'h•1r.:1111 ;\lount. Pa. 

Marvin C, Miller CM l e 
;;2.;1, :;, \\". :!-11h St .. 

Oklnho111 n Cit .•". Okin. 

William Miller. CM3c 
S.'lO S:>rntorc• .\ •·e .. 

llrnokl~·n, :-<. \'. \\" oo<lli:wen. QuC1•11s, N. \'. 
20 

M , Ellinburg. MM l e 
Ourui. .... :\li'<.·i--ippi 

Geo, A, J edrey. MMZc 
Rail-Hood A•·e .. 
llo•.,ley. :\I"'""· 

Jas, L, McCaleb. SF3c 
Home;;, 

Colmoh\L.r, .'.\Ii~ .... 

J, M, Mun~en. CM3c 
:!i:li Peri-hrni: lll\"CI. , 

C"liutm1. Iowa 



Paul D, Murphy. CM3c 
8~ lfi11h lunn ;;;t •. 

ltoxh111'."· Bo<ton. :\ Ins.<. 

Chas, L, P erry. MMlc 
3:120 :-I.I-:. iOth An· .. 

Porilnml. Ore~on 

Elwood E, Neff. CM3c 
Iii I l.nfa~·Ntf. 

York, Pt>t111".' lvnmu 

Harold Siegel. SSML3c 
2fl6 Nt•w l.ot• .-\\'I•. 
Brookl~11. N. Y. 

Winfield Nicha P.ls. GM le 
.17.1 Lewi• !<t .. 
~lincr.~villL', Ptt. 

Ja.~, A, .Sta.ton. ~M l e 
_ .. 5 :\. ~o<ter. t.. 

F.I Reno. Oklnho111n 

W, Warner. Jr,. CM3c Alfred R, Warren. CM3c 
17.i2 Tro~ .\ w•.. Berlin. Xew York 
Brookl»"· N. Y 

James W, Noel. Ptr3c 
:113 1'::1'1 :\luin 

Powln«kn. Okin. 

Culver E, Stone. MM2c 
Route 2. 

.\n:ulnrko. Okl:l. 

], W, Wylie. GMlc 
7 1i ~o. :\lain. 
lfope . .-\rk:m<M 

0, R, Nuehring. MM3c 
H. I". D. I. 

;\la.-.ou ("it~·. l o\\1l 

Sam, P, Thomas. MM2c 
Ill() \\". :ioru.-1· :-:1 •• 

Tiut.-,·ilh•. 1'11. 
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Arlin W, All en. CM l e 
!lox 1·18 1 

Oro\" illo. C'a lilornia 

F, W, Bresette. Ptr2c 
152 ll11lti 11er St .. 

llhw Houge, .\lich. 

Walte r Hnrbuz. Fie 
I 1!174 St. Aubin St .• 
1 lnml rn 111 ck. lllich. 

John Keogan. EMJc 
217'1 Quf'en~horo AvP. !< •• 

St. Pctrr•huri:. l' ln . 
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Lloyd W, Lovvorn. CCM 
Box &I 

Male Center. T exns 

Ralph J , Neill. CBM 
Rig S1>ri11J::lil, ··r<•'u' 

Richard C, Baum. MMJc 
2200 \\'. IOl•t St .. 

Cle\"eluud. Ohio 

H, A, Campbell. MMJc 
. ;.15 Orchard S t. . 

Toledo. Ohio 

F, A, Harper. GMJc 
1654 Benuficlcl 

Ferndale. lllich. 

F, H, Kunkel. EMJc 
r,:ll Ovi n11ton A ,.e .. 
Hrookl~·n . N. Y. 

R, R, Bennett. BM l e 
2466 E. 74 th Piner. 

C hicas:o. llliuoi• 

F, H, Cowger. CMl c 
Upton. \Vyo1oin~ 

E, A, Hartelius. Fie 
378 Newton St .. 

N. Plninficld . N .• I. 

F, J, Maddalone. SFJc 
2·115 N. ~lncVickeri; .-\ ve .. 

Chicni:o. Tllinoi• 

Mel~'.f, ~l,~n~;,f.M2c 
C'ol11111hin. 8. C". 

C, W, Blandhard. SFJc 
Box 217 

Eldon. lowu 

Frederick F, Cyb. MMJc Wm, W, Graham. BM2c 
1-108 Bur1on St.. 611 Cedar St. . 

DNroit. :\lichii:un Sh,.lton. \\"M hington 

H, H, Hubbard. CMJc 
R.R. I. 

Ch11rlesto11. ~li&<ouri 

Chas, Marinaro. MM2c 
(1(1 I\ ruci:er Plft!•c, 

PHl'i:o'Hi<'. N .. J. 

B, A, Huggins. CMJc 
3010 llcmlock A\"e .• 
P11rkc1'l'buri:. \\". \"a . 

]no, L, Mauldon. MMJc 
120 I \\' . M ulherry. 
Durn11t, Okl:lhonm 



Clarence E, Meek s. Fie 
Toll·clo. Ohio 

D, Peterson. MoMM2c 
ll. n. 4, 

Bowling Gr(•f'1t, I\~-. 

Isidore Rouff. CM2c 
li:l.'i D11hil l Hoad. 
nrooklyn. N. Y. 

Cnrl ], M eshoto. MM3c 
1:1.;s UlnckAtonc 8t .. 

Ht. 1.oui•. ~lo. 

L. Piccto no. SSMCJc 
:100 Onk Hill .\vc., 
E1uli~ou. N. Y. 

William F, Ruegg. Cox 
467 :!2nd ,\\'C .. 

Snn FranciHco. Calif. 

Wm, M, Moser. CM2c 
:16 Hoger~ A\'fo,, 
l3rookl~~1. N. Y. 

G, Protchenko. MM2c 
SO Eiffel St .. 

Hoch<'l'tcr. N. \'. 

R, B, Simpson. BMl c 
Jnsper. Tenn. 

D, A, Pndovono. Ptr3c 
75 I Union St .. 

Brook lyn , N. Y. 

Fronk Rightmire. CM2c 
7111 I{ 81 .. 

li 0<1ui11111, \\'n•h. 

Arthur E, Smith. CMJc 
1126 Cre('n wny Av<• .. 

Stroudsbur)C. t•n. 

T , R P erry. MoMMJc 
13U R Union A,·c., 

Allinnce. Ohio 

John P, Roszak . SFJc 
2 17 10th St. So .. 
v:rginiu, ) l inn. 

Ralph W, Smith. CM!c 
20\J ~It. \ 'ernon ,\ n•., 

Bakcr•ficlri. Ct1iil. 
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Glenn E, Coble. SF2c 
Bo' irin. Porrolu "'''"· 1..,, :\111.-. ('nlif. 

Olof W, Larson. SFlc 
26:J i\IH)'lllortl 81 .. 

Fr11tttiu~l1a111. ~lnl".1o1. 

Donald E, Martin. SF2c 
:?:ll!l N. I H1.. 

Hlwlh,1•vil l1'. Ill. 

Elmer Li Paquette. SF2c 
(l.J .lr. Orizihn. 

l.cm11 fl r11d1, ('n lif. 
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Lyle T, Piper. CEM 
:\lcCool Ju11Nio11. 

~ebrnQk:l 

Gernld E, Wnit. CSF 
7,.,10 Purk Pin<·<' llh••I.. 

fl olL .. t011, Tt•\a"' 

Avery M, Fleming. CM2c H, E, Fogle. Jr,. MMR2c Oscar L, Johnson. CM l e 
I'. O. 2!14 Cho~1n u1 S1rr('l. Dixon. \\'yo111i111t 

llonr C:rovr. Trxn' Plru'ill11l\'illr. Pa. 

Bobby Lee. SF2c 
Castor. l.oui.!ii:tnn 

D, A, Mendoza. SF2c 
1020 l:ith ..\, . .,., 

Tnmpu. Fla. 

Robert T, Peeks. SFlc 
nouto I , 

.Joh11•011 Ci1y, Tenu. 

J, R, Llewellyn. CMl c 
61 \\'. Bro.'id R1 •• 
\\"illiam~t0\\1n, Pn. 

Benny Mierzwa. WT2c 
110·1 Blreker R1 •• 

l'ticn. ~. Y. 

Victor R, Lyons. SF2c 
Ro• :ltll 

~u11n~·..::idt'. \\"u...~h. 

Neal N, Mitchell. SF2c 
lloute .; 

8p1i111tfit·hl. Tr1111. 

wm, :,~e,~W~~Y~~:. SF2c Emor~1~i::~.~.11~(; .. cM2c 
E\0 f"rt'1t . ~Ju ... s. 

E, J, Kraemer. SF le 
;,ij 17 Copliu St .. 

DPlroit, :\lirh. 

Tbos, J, Maines. CMlc 
l'ut.lerwood. 
H().•<"O<'. Pa. 

Eugene Morin. CMlc 
n.; Frf'{'lll:U\ ..\ \'t"., 

r>nu·ui. :\I a~~. 

Frank A, Plokstis. SF2c 
127 llu11r11wood ,:1.. 

Don•f1(l':..H•r. :\la~~. 



Edward J, Poulin . S F2c 
:J C'l iu rt'h S1 .. 

Nnt1KUl lH'k, ('0011. 

Floyd F, S mith. CM2c 
Box 1\(16 

:\ I o11oni;::11lwln, Pu. 

Rocco A, Russo. Y3c 
:!10 N. ~ l 11 i n $1.. 

Eus l llt><'hl'Hlt'r, N . Y. 

Ii, A, Smith. Jr,. CM2c 
lloull' I. 

N«wton. Coun. 

R, Sarran. MoMM2c 
626 Sc,·cn1h !'11 .. 

Nori h Charleroi Po. 

Henry Shaffer. CM2c 
.:\l r~·<- 1 .. dal•·· Pn . 

J, B, Throneberry. MM2c Al ex E, Volibus. Jr,. Cox 
li c·aldton. Okin. HI 1"ro111 iii .. 

C, W, Yenier. MM2c 
Satlorch·il!e. Knu:o::L~ 

~li11er"-:111., l'u. 

Lyman A, Shumate. Fie 
Houw I . Bos 174, 

.\111iod1. C'ulir. 

William Wein. EMJc 
:.mo £. n:Jrd s1 .. 
llrookl~ 11 . N. \'. 
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Garewar ro Camp Peary, \"irginia- To Us a One-way Trip to Three Years of a New Life. 

"Training Days- The Beginning and the F.nd" 
Drill Field, Port Hueneme, California 



History 

. is not all battle and sudden death . lt is more a record o( human survival 

and not nlways (goldbricking being the next oldest of the professions) the sur­

vival of the fittest. \Yithout firing a gun, with no more foes than red cape, mud, 

and boor camp chiefs, it can still be proven that Sherman was right. 

l t is recorded that the Abbe de Sieyes, on being asked what part he took in 

the French Revolution, replied, "I lived through it". If ~·ou did too, read care­

ful!~· from here on. It is reall~- history; a poor thing, perhaps, but our own; and 

one way of sayi ng that t he good curate was hep to the war jive. 
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Chapter One 
"BOOT" 

J t will be a considerable time yet before the 
majority of us will ever forger that vivid day 
when our trains rolled in from all corners of 
the United States and Texas to that torrid, 
dusty, desolate and forsaken railroad station 
in a land ca lled Virginia (with apologies to 
our amiable Mr. Dod) a few years ago. This 
was Williamslrnrg, which in prewar clays was 
noted for its renovation and great historical 
backgrnund; but mar now be tragically known 
by many other terllls, if you would have the 
Scabees who spent their training days at 

Camp Perry say their piece. For rhat was 
the ltication c1f gtJod old Camp Perry, origin­
ally "Muddy .\ l agruder", training camp for 
the N:wal Construction Battalions. This was 
robe our happy home for the man)' and mis­
erable coming weeks . . . tru I)' a new era 
had begun in the histor~· of mankind . . . 
or ar least in the lives uf those of us who were 
eventually to find themselves cornprising that 
Seabee Combine uf 56l . . . in future days 
to be known as "Corny's Raiders". 

With the "Sad Sack" making a final pass 
and Bill Moser breaking up that poker game, 
we climbed e:igerly off the train, took one 
quick glimpse ()f the situation, and before we 
even had rinie to comment, some salty looking 
guy in dungarees had bellowed for us to fa ll 
intn ranks of four. (It must have been at 
this momenr that Ed G u nn decided that all 
was hopeless). r\frer standing around in that 
b listering Virginia sun for about an hour, we 
ex-civ ilians were already becuming proficient 
in that i llustrious se~thce art of "bitching" and 
griping, as we proceeded to register in no un­
certain terms our complaints as ro having to 

wait for transportation. This was, of course, 
prior to the days of Randall's Riders and 
T ransportation Co . I f only then could we 
have realized how many rimes we would stand 
in line of some form or other in the days ro 
come. It is undoubtedly a good thing we did 
no t ci r they would most probably still be 
hunting Ken Means and Red Orcutt in the 
hills (If Idaho. 

''L ine up over rhere men, and fall into 
trucks as soon as they arrive. They will rake 
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you m camp where you will get ~·our lirst 
taste of Na\')' chow and a bunk for wnight. 
T omorrow the work begins". Thus spoke the 
saltr looking gentleman in dungarees, whll we 
later learned to he a CPO in disguise. 

\\'e piled onto the trucks that soon pulled 
inru t he station and the next fifteen minute 
ride was a pt11 c cimtesr betwe::en a group of 
would-be truck drivers to see which might 
ofter his group the roughe.-;t ride w camp, as 
we hmmccd over rhe dusty, winch~wept roads 
into the portals of Camp Perr~-. 

\\'c tinall y climbed m1c at what was w be the 
indoctrinati~m center (Judging from the 12-
ioot liarbed wire fence and e\·ery exit manned 
b} fierce looking Na V)' guards, we thought 
they said "concen tra ti on" at first) . :\n ywa y, 
with <JUr hanclfu I of hdongings we were pushed 
inro an open area amidst the cndosutt: of 
harrack~. 

:\fter meek!~ and we;tkly answering to our 
names and being segn:gaced inro various as­
sorted alphabetical groups, we proceeded ro 
turn in all knives, razors, brass knuckles, arms 
and ammunition. ( I t musr be for this reason 
chat Bennr ivfienwa and Clarence i\Ieeks are 
still doing a landslide knifo manufocmring 
business). Then things began to happen. 
Confusion reigned supreme. One o f the most 
harrowing d:1ys we spent in the service was 
ar hand. \\'c were herded <lcross the immed­
iate camp area and straggled down the mad 
for our first taste;: of rh:tt far-famed ~tavy 

chow. I t is doubtful that any of us will ever 
forget that first meal at Camp Perry . (\\"e 
can 't blame T ex and Commando for that one 
at least.) Before we had even visioned the 
chow hall, we had to hike for what seemed 
rcn miles through a maze of trails, hillsides 
and underbrush. I t was in reality only a milt: 
and a half, bur rhere were many of us who 
were unaccustomed to walking more rhan a 
city bluck as long a~ there wa~ a taxi in sight 
who quickly dropped l>y rhe wayside. Per­
haps rhcrc arc :-till :-ome of our number lying 
hcside one of drnse trails, trying to make the 
chow hall. Anyway this was to be our first 
chow line, rhe first of :in t!ndle% prucession 



of them through the coming years. Even the 
M:\:\ had rn stand this one. After sweating 
ou r the long line in the blistering sun and 
eventually reachi ng the door, we were liter­
ally carried away by the scent and aroma of 
rhac wonderful Navy food. None of us prob­
ably remember just what it was they served 
u~ ar rh:u first meal, but for certain, the meal 
made a lasting impression on all of us. The 
only means by which we could assure our­
selve~ th:1c we were drinking coffee was that 
the sign re:td "Coffee". The shuffiing trek 
back to c:tmp wns accompanied by the rumb­
ling <Jf our ~ t<1machs and a continuous argu ­
nH:nr as to just what had heen those strange 
things th:1t were served us for chow. 

0.J.30, and the sou nd oi rt:vei lle and our first 
morning in the 1avy! \\'h at sort of life was 
this that aroused us from slumher at such an 
hour? For most of us it had been the hour 
we had been hitting rhe sack during those 
frantic last few days before reporring for ducy. 
Tho~c first revei lles must have been rough and 
weary <mes indeed for Eddy Briggs, "\\'reek" 
Dietrich and some more of ou r "sack kings"! 
By the time rhe sun had risen over rhuse 
Yirgini:t hills we had already made the two 
mile jaunt to the mess hall and had consumed 
{or sar through the serving of) very little of 
our second Navy chow. Shortly thereafter we 
were ordered to report for our final physical 
examination. \\'e were depending on rhose 
last two meals tu get us turned down. 

" :\cfo.ms, Adams, Alderman, Anderson 
fall i 11 as I ca II off your names and report for 
phrsicals !" Again it was a line t<) befall us, 
and even then we tlid not realize that the 
Nav y practically op~rates on the theorr of 
"a line for everything" and the time worn 
slugan of "hurry up so you can wait" . lt 
w:isn't so bad for the boys topping the alpha­
betic:il I ists, but fo r follows with 111 0 11 i ckers 
like Yenzcr and Zunker, it meant spending 
another considerable fow hou rs in the sun be­
fore even appro:tching rhe ex:tmination quarters. 

" trip to the waist", b:trked some gob, who 
ha<l probably been goldbricking in Ship's 
Company for some t ime . Off came th()se 
precious civil ian raiments and another sale 
with a sw;ib and a bit of mercurochrome im­
planted a number across our respective chests. 
From there on we were recognized by number 
rather than b~· name. And so on thru:.1g'1 the 
examination as the long line wormed its way 

through the various s t:iges o f our final physical 
rt all boiled down to something like this : 

"Blood?" 

"Eyesight?" 
"Yes" 
"Hearing?" 
'

0 1-.. es." 
•·H ave both hands and feet?" 
··1·es" 
"Breathing?" 
.. . Yes" 

"Yo~1're 0. K., mate!' ' And that was it. 
Even at that a few <J f rhe unlu cky (we use 
th~tt word with reservations) were sent back 
tn the carefree ways of a civilian. 

"Quiet, men, this morning you arc going to 
draw your Navy clmhing issue. Now, men, 
once you accept an article it is yours and it 
cannot he return1.:d. It is up to you to care 
for your own clothing and see chat it is not 
lost. You will he charged with these good~ 
and held responsi ble for them, down to the 
last clothes stop. The first thing you will be 
given is a long white hag called a mattress 
cover, which you will presently use for a bag 
ro carry the remainder oi your gear in." Thus 
barked another Ship's Company commando on 
the following dreary morning. Thus began 
one of the most con fused days rhat anr of us 
endured in the Seabecs. Pillows, dungarees, 
greens, shorts, shirts, shoes, scrub brushes, 
more shoes, peacoats, and a tonnage of other 
articles were tossed at us so fasr and haphaz­
ar,lly we didn't realize what or where they were 
and hope fur the bes t. By the time we reached 
th e end of the line it was next rn impossible 
te> even lift the sack. Everyt hing came of 
course in perfect Navy lit. \\'e always had 
a choice of rwo size::; ; either rno large or roo 
:lmall. Thar call of " Put your soap 1n your 
pocket and keep moving" will long sound in 
our memories! 

"Now," con rinucs another hright fellow, 
··you will follow around ro the next building 
where you will receive a stencil and have your 
clothes marke.I . (l\ la yhe if Allard had known 

what this wa::; for he wouldn't be having so 

much trouble now in finding his own shirt) 

Lay your mattress cover on the deck, mate, 

and put :di your clcirhcs un it. The deck, 

~fac, is what you used to term the Aoor". 

Finall y, d Cl thing dulr s tenci lled and all of us 
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'l'hc>wful rrck through the Virginia muck carrying thO$C 
"go~h-awful" loads of "G I" gear. 

exhausted to the point of wanting nothing niore 
of life but sack duty, we staggered out of the 
building ha rely able to drag our belongings be­
hind us. . o trucks to car ry us to the barracks . 
. orbing bur a brief "smoking lamp is lit" 
and then an tortured hike to the camp area 

The Corpsmen had u~ doing everything but s tanding on 
our heads. 

with that back-breaking load . :\nd to think 
of rhe items in that bag that we never used, 
but carried all the way overseas and kicked 
around until "Commodore" Sweeney carried 
them away on the barges! 

T he next s tep in our fabrication as Seabees 

Inspections wcrr to Plague our Training O:iys from the Bc!(inning 

30 



found us signing a multitude of papers, buying 
war bonds, insurance, explaining what we 
wanted to do in the Navy (little realizing 
that we would su rely wind up doing just about 
everything but) and then stepping in for that 
haircu t . 

First came the insurance applications, and 
various other applications where we signed a 
dozen copies of Form "D" and eleven of 
form "A" SD that Section ''B" would be con­
cise and complete and cert ified on Form "F". 
As Frank Olsen said, " I would be there yet 
signing my name if 1 had stopped to read 
everything 1 signed!'' Then came the bonds. 
But of cou rse we wanted to register an allot­
ment for bonds! Storekeept:r J imm y Sineath 
didn't have to th reaten us and twist our arms ! 

T he entire procedure happened so fast that 
this, plus ou r allotments, etc., and a bit of 
money for the "little woman" back home, left 
us a month's pay that we could count on one 
hand . . . just enough left over for cigar­
ettes or a worthy investment in the "Ben 
Blue Welfare Fund" . 

Then on to the barber s hop, where the famed 
Navy h:.iircut awaited us. "But wait", be llows 
J De "Mummy" Pierce, " I had a haircut two 
days before J left home . . . and sho1·t wo!" 

"That's too bad ma te, you should have 
saved the dough, because this one is free :.ind 
really shor t. Line up over there and keep the 
chairs filled up!" 

The process begins, J oe t:nten; the s hop, 
takes th ree steps to the chair, sits down, the 
barber (?) makes one run wirh the cu tte rs, 
two with the clippers, a Rash with the scissors, 
spins th e chair twice, getting the rest on the 
second spin. "Okay, Mac, you're al l done. 
Only fifteen seconds on that one! For a guy 
tlrnt's never barbered before, 1 'm getring pretty 
good at this! No, we don't have any mirrors 
here, Mac, but you don't have to worn · ... 
you won't see anybody fo r a few weeks and 
we cut regulation here. l f you want any more 
taken off, just drop back anytime!'' 

It must have been this initial touch that 
was to leatl to the fame<l arguments between 
T om l\11:.iines, Pappy B reen, Bob Goodwin, A l 
Gould and Ken Means as to who was the 
possessor of the finest head of skin. 

"Now tonight at 1830 (that's Navy tim e 
for 6:30 p.m., Mac), you will fall out next to 

the barracks and report to the drill field for 
assignment to your boot training area. Youse 
are now ready to start boot". Thus bellowed 
our CPO on our next happy morning. At 
about 18.+5, our beloved "Sam" confronted a 
milling mass of us and screamed for quiet. 
" There are about two t housand of you out 
there and in order for you to answer to your 
name it must be absolutely quiet. There will be 
no talking or horseplay and every man be ready 
to answer to your own name and no one else's. 
After I call off your names, you will report 
as directed. All right, men, for t he first group 
now. AND E RSON, T olli var, ANDERSON, 
T ollivar ! I sn't he he re? Okay, the following 
men answer and fall ou t in the far corner o i 
t he field and wait for Anderson". 

".'\lderman, J . R." 
No answer. 
"Alderman, J. R." 
Still no answer. 
"A-L-D-E-R-l\f-A-~ ! J. R. 1" 

" H ere!" 
'' \Ve il, mate, it's about time you woke up 

and found out what in h-1 your name is. 
Now, are you sure you are Alderman? \•Vhr 
didn't yuu answer before? Now, let this be 
:l lesson t u t he rest of you to keep quiet and 
listen when I '111 doi ng the talking. Alderman, 
go out and pick up five hundred cigarette butts 
and next time you will learn tu listen!" Thus 
con ti nued our beloved Sam. 

And so on down the line rhe men were as­
signed. About an hour later Alderman re­
ports back with the cigare tte butts and Sam 
barks, "H ow many butts did yuu get Alder­
man?" in a sweet voice. 

" Five hundred and seven." 
"Five hundred and seven!" I told you to 

pick up fi ve hundred butts; no more, no less! 
Now when are you going to le:1rn to obey 
orders? Get out of here and throw t hose butts 
away and pick up five hundred more, and I 
mean bring back jive lumdnd and remember 
you are in the Navy now!" 

J t was then that J oe .'\lderman and the rest 
of us decicled that surely all was lost. 

A frer C<>nsiderable more, but inconsequen­
tial, confti sion, we were finall y assigned to a 
boor area, which found most of the embryo 
crew of 56 1 in Area C>+. Taps was sounding 
peacefully in another camp area and we had 
yet to find a bunk and to meet our new Chief. 

The firs t night we met our CPO who was 
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Just a small section of the vas mess of Camp l't·ary showing the main area. 

to lead our p lat0on t hrough the days of boot. 
"Hey, you guys, fall out over there. T oss 

)'Olli" gear inside and grab yourself a bunk . 
. '\nd hang around, I want to talk to you. H ow 
many would rather hit the sack than listen 
to me for a iew minutes? Good. \\'ell, let's 

(; I lssul- Confusion was rampant and shoes never Ii t. 
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get a few things straight, but quick. I have a 
little advice to g ive you before you begin your 
trarnrng. You, get off that hunk and take 
the cotton our of your ears and I is ten ro what 
I'm telling you! Yeah, I'm going to make a 
speech and I want you all ro remember it. 

" Boor~" le:irning right from left and beginning to despise 
all instructors. 



Now you birds arc mine for four weeks and 
you are probably wondering who I am. \\'ell, 
I'll rell you and you will find out soon enough. 
[n ten clays . . . in fact tCJmorrow, a lot of 
you guys will be calling me everything else, 
but I had better not he:1r you. I have plenty 
of service on my sleeve and I've been pu'ihing 
boots like rou through ior some time now. 
Those of you who wou ld like to run to the 
pill rollers at the dispensary to keep out o( 

drill, well, nothing will be said until the day 
we break boot and then you will go back and 
begin boot a ll over :igain. And that is just 
a sample of what happens if you try to fou I 
me up !" 

Thus, and with an additiori:tl length y dis­
cussion, largely on t he part of t he CPO in 
his enthusiasm to demonstrate how much he 
knew and how litrle we knew, were we launched 
into our boot career. 

But, it wouldn't rnke reveille w waken us 
in the morning. No, not by a do2en buglers. 
There was old dependable, reliable, irritating 
J ohn Moore, who always hit the deck by him­
self at about O·H5. l think Johnny must have 
had a secret, sadistic p leasure in awakening us 
about fi ve minutes before the bugle. There 
wasn't a morning those! four weeks that Juhn 
missed a 0+55 a nd a bellow .,f " H IT THF. 
DECK!" Yes, John, in spire c)f t he multitude 
of good in him , was CJne CJf those boot camp 
.\I.A .. -\.'s. With apologies ro J ohn, we must 
give you a little information 1111 an M.A.A.; 
"hich, transla ted, means l\1Iaster at Arms, in 
additio n of course, to any other pet names the 
burs, through the history of the Navr, have 
ragged on to tlHJse holding that exalted posi­
tion. Now, the M.A.A. is in charge of the 
sittwrio11. I-le is respunsible ro see that rhe 
barracks and camp is kept in tup-tnp shape and 
always ready for inspection. For misbehavior 
and the like you answet· to the M.A.:\., and 
if you bnrher to really answer you are also 
likely tCJ answer to the Skipper. l n short, the 
M.A.A. ·ees that everything is done th e Navy 
way and carries un all the other little details 
that no one else cares co d(,. a\1.A.A .'s are 
destined for g reatness . . . they are the very 
hackbone of the Navy . 

The next four weeks were of train ing that 
left us with only thoughts o f h1) W soon would 
it be over and where do we go fr~im here. 
TRAINlNG, 'J'RA JNING and more training. 

Instructors barking cnrnmands and the chiefs 
trying w do likewise in an equally sorry fushion. 
":\ bout Face", "T<> the left Rank, hurch !"and 
"Right o blique, hurch !"were just so much co n­
fusion to us at first, but we soon learned to 
distinguish our right foor from out left and ro 

march in a reasonable facsimile oi order. Of 
course, there were al way$ those lo ng-legged 
right guides who had the poor short legged 
gu)·s at rhe rear of the platoon marching at 
a dog trot. Three to four hours in that broil­
ing Virginia sun under thnse drill commands 
was enough tu break the spirit of men of less 
mettle than ourselves. But, the ten minute 
breaks ancl the lectures in the drill halls were 
always welcome. wfany of us g()t in more 
slt:ep in those:: drill hall lectures than we did 
in our sacks. T hen of course the routine 
varied tu include such things as extended 
order, marching, hiking, jud<>, machete drill, 
bayunet, and everything else in the Landing 
Force Manual. And commando cc>urses ... 
:\h, chose ex hi la rating commando courses! 
That is a m:ttter for tu<J painful to go inm 
here. Then there was the manual of arms 

just a source of more confusion to us. 
Of course, we m;trche::tl everywhere . . . 

to the movies, t•I sick bay, to the chow hall. 
Merely walking from one poinr to another was 
strictly verhotcn; apparently it jusr wasn't 
done, in che Navy. \\"e distinctly remember 
rwo guys from Muther plat(Joll sleepw:tlking 
one night ... one was counting cadence. 

The few off-duty hours we had ;ill ro our­
selves . . . was hing clothes and learning w 
clothes-stop them with 11urhing but sq uare 
knnts; our wives at home chortled in ur1re­
strained glee over our piteou s letters relating 
of uur laundry prohlems. And then the roll ­
ing of the clt1thes . .. all according rn Hoyle 
and the Blue Jacket's Manual . . . blues t•> 
the right and whitt:s w the left, or something 
co that order; with all tht! knots we had to 
untie, getting dressed in the morning was a 
majur opera tion in itself. Then there was the 
barracks to keep shined up; and we mean 
shining w a degree of spotless splendor . . . 
the inspecting parties didn't miss a ching. 
Guard dutr and the eleven gener:tl urders, 
boiler watches, tire watches ... yes, we had 
lots of spare time! ) 'et, rhe few minutes of 
barracks life we had before sinking into the 
sacks was a happy one. \\"e were just <>ne 
big happy family, with everyone learning where 
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everybody else was from; fighting the Ci vil 
\\'ar over a dozen times, then all hands uniting 
to obliterate t he Texas taJJ tales. Gani bling of 
course was stri ctl y verboten, so those little 
black jack and poker games were strictl y for 
fun . 

T he "shots" were \"et to come . . . and 
we had long been prepared ... round needles, 
sq uare need les and hooked ones ... many of 
us were kept on "light duty" for days. None 
of t he fantastic tales told of those needles and 
sadis tic corp!m\en were near! y as long as the 
needles actually folr, but even now we are con­
vinced we have more seru m than blood in our 
veins. 

Then the re were the endless duties ofK.P . ... 
or did you want to be reminded of that? 
th e spud locker, pots and pans . . . rolling 
out at 0300 and lucky to be back in the 
barracks by 2 100. Those were t he days when 
the rared men pu lled no distinction ... they 
happily scru bbed pots and concrete fl oors wirh 
the rest of us. 

Thus the endless course of events rolled un 
until t he long anticipated day we were to 

" break boot" and go in to thar exalted stage 
of "advanced training". Up until now, the 
guys in "advanced" had been a species of 
demi-god to us . . . hardened veterans, to 
whose tales of rigorous training am! pri vations 
we listened with open-mouthed awe. And now 
we, who had onl y a few weeks before been 
poor, soft civilians, were to enter in that 
exalted stage! Bu t first, all uf us were figuring 
on how many hours we would be able to spen:I 

in \\'ashingron on that oft-rumored 62-hour 
liberty that all boors were supposed to get 
. . . but that was just that mu ch more scuttle­
hu tt, as we were quick to find out 

Thus, the location of our advanced camp 
drew our concentrated attention. But defin­
itely it ne,·er occurred to us tha t we could 
po55ibly be retained in Pear~· . . . a gro:ip 
with a record like nu rs was surely desti ned 
for greater things! .L\I Storella and the rest 
<Jf the Yan kee cruwd had the liberty schedule 
from Davisvi lle, R . I. all a rranged, while the 
\\'arden, "Cotton picker" Cone and a few more 
Gui f Coast denizens were measuring the miles 
to Gulfport. J im Hu rl and a fe w others were 
loc>king for an assign ment on the Pacific coast . 
. '\ II of us had one thing in commCJn . . . a 
deep-seated desi re ro leave Pe<H Y. Then came 
the day orde::rs were posted. \\'h at a lcr-dt1wn ! 
There was weeping and wailing an:l gnashing 
of teeth ... our assignment fell to :\rea :\ -4, 
Camp Peary, \'irginia, fo r advanced training 
as the Super 16th Battalion. The wurd "Super" 
consoled us only somewhat ... we took that 
to mean onl y t hat our status a~ supermen 
was only now du ly recognized. Anyway, it 
amounted to only ;1 five-minute change of 
camp areas, and it was a distracted, miserable 
grou p of men that set forth for :\ --i. that 
morning . . . the fac t that we were now ot 
t he "upper crust" notwiths tanding. But, at 
leas t ad vanced traini ng would bring occasional 
liberty and our first look at the t)ll t:-ide world 
in fou r weeks ... that was our small conso­
lation . :\ntl !io, on w :\ dvanced! 
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everybody else was from; fighting the Civi l 
\~'ar over a dozen times, then all ha nds uniting 
to obliterate the T exas tall tales. Gambling of 
course was s trictly verboten, so those little 
black jack and poker games were s trictly for 
fon. 

The "shots" were yet to come . . . and 
we had long been prepared ... round needles, 
square needles and hooked ones . .. many of 
us were kept on " light duty" for da~'s . None 
of the fantastic tales told of those needles and 
sadistic corpsmen were near! y as long as the 
needles actua ll y felt, but even now we are con­
vinced we have more sernm than blood in ou r 
ve111s. 

Then rhere were the endless du ties ofK.P ... . 
or did you want to be reminded of that? . . . 
rhe spud locker, pots and pans . . . rolling 
out at 0300 and lu cky to be hack in the 
barracks by 2100. T hose were the days when 
the rated men pulled no distinction ... the~' 
happily scrubbed pots and con crete fl oors with 
the rest of us. 

Thus the endless cou rse of events rolled on 
unti l the long a nticipated d~1 y we were to 
"break boot" and go into that exalted stage 
of "advanced training". Up unri l now, the 
guys in "advanced" had been a species of 
dem i-god to us . . hardened veterans, t() 

whose ta les of rigo rotis training and privatiuns 
we listened with open-mouthed awe. And now 
we, who had only a few weeks before been 
poor, soft civilians, were to enrer in that 
exalted s tage! But first, a ll of us were figuring 
on how many hours we wou ld be able to spenJ 
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in \V ash i ngton on that oft-rumored 62-hou r 
li berty that all boots were supposed to get 
... but that was j ust that much more scuttle­
bu tt, as we were quick to find o u t 

Thus, the location of our advanced camp 
d rew our co111.:entrated attention. But defin­
itely it never occurred to us rhar we could 
possibly be retained in Peary . . . a gro~1p 
with a record like ours was surely destined 
for greater things! Al Storella and the rest 
of the Yankee crowd had the liberty scheiule 
from D avisvillc, R. J. all arranged, while the 
\Varden, "Cotronpicke r" Cone and a few more 
Gulf Coast den izens were measuring t he miles 
to Gulfport. Jim H url and a few others were 
looking for an assignment on the Pacific co:ist. 
Al l o f us had une thing in comm on . . . <l 

deep-seated desire to leave Pearr. T hen came 
the Jar orders were pllsted. \Yhat a ler-Jown ! 
There was weeping and wailing an:i gnashing 
of teeth . .. our assignment fe ll to Area A-+, 
Camp Peary, Virginia, fo r advanced training 
as the Super 16th Battalion. The word "Super" 
consoled us only somewhat . . . we rook that 
to mean only that our stattts as Sllpermen 
was onl y now duly recognized. Anyway, it 
amounted to nn ly a five-minute change of 
camp areas, and it was a clisrracred, miserable 
group of men that set fort h fo r A-+ that 
morning . . . t he fact that we were now of 
t he "upper crust" norwirhsranding. But, at 
least advanced training wou Id bring uccasiunal 
liberty a nd our first look :it the uur~ide world 
in fo ur weeks ... that was our small conso­
la riun .. '\nd sci, on to Advanced! 
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Chapter Two 
ADV :\~CE D'' 

It was une of those exceptionally hor \ "ir­
ginia mornings when the trucks carne to the 
derenrion to ga ther up and haul our gear and 
persons to the advanced training area we were 
to live, work :111d fight in for the nexr four 
weeks. \\'e were all so anxinus w ge.t settled 
in our new barracks that every man hdped 
in loading the seabags and by mid-day wr: 

were all at otir new area an :! assigned tu 
barracks. 

We dug around fur nur bags in the lot where 
they were even tuall y unloade.i and piled up 
(it seems thnt the major poriion 11( our nain­
ing days was taken up in digging our seabags 
out of a pile). Afrer an hour or so of probing 
and swearing, we finall~· located what we be­
lieved rc1 be our hags, and dragging then be­
hind us, staggered d(iwn a long company 
s treet in the sweltering hear until we camt: 
upon the ha rracks wi rh the nu 111 ber cm the 
front corresponding to the one we had been 
informed we wuuld berth in during o~tr rugged 
training days to come. 

Soun afrer wt: had secured our seabags w 
a bunk and placed our bedding on same, 
around came rhe incvitalile CPO, this one 
again claiming w lie our lord and ma~ter 
through thi~ phase of our war . , . he was 
our platoon chief. TJ1e Chief looked nver his 
new charges and sdccred an M.A.A. for each 

· barracks and inform.:d us that if we did nor 
comp ly tt1 the letter with every demand of 
our M.A.A. we wou ld surely be subject ro th e 
direst cunseql1 ences ever devised in the mind 
of a CPO. As soon as he had finished threa t­
ening each of us in turn, he ordered us ro 
foll our for clww on the field adjacent to uur 
barracks. \\'e were then marched to chow in 
an orderly ( ?) manner. Although the chow 
hall and rhe cuisine was identical to the hoot 
camp esta blishment, we swore tu a man rhat 
we were now getting much herter food rhan 
we had had at bcJ<>r. It still was far from 
being nn ything to brag about. 

After that particular noon chow we again 
foll our and were marched a mile or two (tu 
settle the chow) to a large drill field where 
we were to be given the opportunity w dis­
play rhe talents in close order drill we had 

acquired as bouts. \\"e received frequent long 
rests and s111oking periods and already we 
began tu like this progressive rreatment we 
were receiving. The '.\'avy was beginning tu 

treat us like men! T hey even rreatei the 
young boys like that. 

The big feature of AJvanced to us, however, 
was rhe fact that this new assignment brought 
with it the privilege of purchasing and im­
bibing cit" that wonderful gulden brew . 
beer. The .~d v:rnced :\re:t beer garden w,1;; 
dose by the area, and those of us who lrnd 
lung <tgo acquired a deep Juve for the ::< ruff 
and had not had a t:1ste of· brew for five long 
weeks, contemplateLl that beer garden with a 
fond and glowing e~·e al l day. Time out only 
w hurriedly square a.way uur gear that first 
evening, and then began the trek to the huge 
fenced in Stockade on tht: hill. T here we 
srood in endless, serpentine lines that wound 
inside tht: ~tuckade in a confused maze, doub­
ling on ir.;elf again and again ... and waited 
from a half hour to an hour tn file by the 
spigot to draw n glass of lukewarm beer ... 
then to rush back t•J the end of the line w 
wait the better part of an hour tor another 
gl:1ss. Norhing has ever tasted c>r ever will 
taste as good as that first glass ot brew! 

The next day we were to be informed thar 
we were now a part ot the 16th Super Bat­
talion. Nu une ruld us that Super 111ea11r 
"supernumerary"', a11d we imnn:diatdy and 
proudlr tuuk the designation "Super" t(J mean 
we were a pil·k1.:d outfit, a battalion of men 
selecteci as being for above average. Our 
rnlenrs had at last been recognized! 

That set·oncl day in ()Ur new area found us 
going into our new military training schedule. 
\\'e were assigned tu various details and the 
CPO's secured what information they could 
that would aid in utilizing our respective tal­
ents in assigning us to the technical schools 
and work assignments that would best use 
those talents. Some were assigned to watches, 
others to yoeman duries; mess cooks were 
selected; others went off to school, and a large 
portion assigned strictly to military drill. 

The realization was quick tu cume rhat all 
of us, having broken derention, were now 



Going under the barbed wirt· at the obstacle courst' 
nt Camp Peary. 

eligible for a 12- hour liberty on every fourth 
night. The grapevine immediately began as 
to who was going where and when, and how 
to obtain the necessary funds, since we had 
drawn bur one paydar of fifreen dollars in 
boor camp. \\'rinkled and mothball impreg­
nated dress blues were dug out, new shoes 
shined again, and unpressed neckerchiefs tied 
in a manner that s trangely resembled a large 
black blossom on our chests. \\'e found that 
busses for Richmond lefr our area every night. 
The less advcnrnrm1s of us chose \\'illiamsbu rg, 

It look• cas\' liu t wt· who ha vc dom.· know better. 
I r;s casr ro trip on rhi• obsf:lch:. 

l\ lany a poor "Boor" dunked himsdf in this pond 
along the run of the obstacle course. 

but a iew miles from camp, for our first sally 
in to the uu rside world. :\loth i ng much can 
be said of either place. \\'e went at liberrr in 
the reckless abandon we had heard all sailors 
must effect on pass . . . a few of us found 
great adventures and conquests that furnished 
material for barracks brag-sessions for many a 
day ro come. To some of the men, liberty 
proved to be hazardous and to others ver~· ex­
hausting, since we had to report in the morn­
ing after and stand mus ter along with rhe 
men who did not go on liberr~· . . . we had 

\\'hcrc sharpshoo1cr< wen.• made. Firing for rccord 
afr<· r a .I mik hike co th _. ran~c. Camp l'ca r~'. 

.37 



the same gruelling drill the next day too. Once 
in a while a man could be found dozing off 
in a class he was attending or a lecture given 
by one of rhe uffiicers, bur on the whole we 
suffered, and hit the sack the next evening 
right afrer chC1w and slept un until muster 
the IUllowing morning. Ye~, wt: believe libert~· 
was the roughest phase of our training days~ 

Our battalion was in full swing on the morn­
ing of the fourth day and men were attending 
machine gun, mortar, camouflage and several 
tradt: schools. \\'e were soun learning w 
(Jperatc heavy eq uipment, power b<1ars, diving 
eqt1ipmenr, and learning to set up a quonset 
hut :t11d a ~reel ta nk . .. in shnrt everything 
that would pmvc usefu l to us in thost.:: "lsland­
X" d:-t~~ to come. 

We 11l1m had rhe long marches tu Camp 
Peary's riRc range ... those bright nnd cold 
murnings, with the plat<Jon <Jffiicer doublerim­
ing us ever~· rime it appeared that we were 
lagging rim much. Tht: entire battalion proved 
to be berrcr than tyros with the carhine, with 
very iew men emerging unqual itiecl. Our of 
C1m1panr C alone, ten men came our wirh 
the Navy Expert Rifleman i\ ledal, including, 
Hlanchard, Cross, Larson, Lord, . eal , Olsen, 
H . .-\. Smith, Bill \\':irner, Hurl, and Chief 
Parkman. 

Then there were the long excencled order 
hikes, che battle "problems" and field bi,·­
uuac.:s; all undt:r sim ulated "comhat" condi­
tions. The only glimmer of hope in our fog 
of confusion and misery was th;1t this couldn't 
possihly Inst forever. You may recall one hike 
we took in rhc woods of Camp Peary. Ir 
was a f11rced m;trch, and "forct:d" was right, 
because nor a man (lf us was too enthusiastic 
a hout g1 .ing. Ir was cold, wet, :rnd the Vir­
ginia m11cl, that world-famous Virginia muci, 
was dt.::ep in the rrail we were to blaze through 
.\ lagruckr's loresrs. There was :i derach111en1 
o t"\111pers" in hiding someplace :1long 11ur r<1utt: 
of march and we were to take cover a.'i soon 
as we heard their first firing on rhe hanalion. 
Several rimts while 1111 the march, the officer:. 
would ha\·c us cakc cover for practice, and 
then came the distinct sound of an P.nfield 
rifle, supposedly meant to take our life 11n rh c 
harrlctield of \'irginia . \\'e were swift ro take 
cover, and 1-:cldie Briggs, wh<J is sluw and 
caurim1s in all his doings, surveyed the terrain 
long enough to select what ht: rhought to be 
a ni ce hard sc:crion of ground to make his 

:11! 

landing on. l t cu med out that his calcula­
tions were all wrong, and he sank eight inches 
into a nice bed o( oozing, \·irginia mud. There 
w;ts not a section oi skin visible on "Speed" 
Brigg's hide. He was a disgruntled lad that 
day. 

All hands in che barralion were later at peace 
with the medical officer when said medical 
officer decreed that our forthcoming practice 
Lie~1chhead was to be called off because of in­
cll!menr wcathi:r. There wasn't a lad in the 
bartalion who relishe.1 tht! thought of jumping 
t>llt cit a landing crait into five feet of the 
water uf the mlllldy York River, meanwhile 
holding :t ri~e over our heads and running for 
the bcad1 in said five feet of water in a militar~· 
mann er. Yes, missing that parricular pan~· 
was the best part of uur n<lvanced training. 

But, the training went on, intensifieJ tl•­

wards th e later d:1 ys uf our alluteJ fe1ur weeks. 
The prospect of our forthcoming 10-day em­
barkation leav1.: held all of our attention, hmv­
evcr. " ] ~mh11rkari1111" haJ an 11mi11c111s !'U~md 
to u~, and we were prcp:trcd to make the most 
of those last rcn days we would see our families 
before shipping tr.rt tu tho:::e myscerio~'" regions 
designate:! onlr a~ " lslanJ-:\.". Sturclebucr 
of cuursc had it that the bamtlion ;1lreach· 
had its oversea .. .; orders, and th:it we would 
return from lca\•c to hoard ship imme.liarely. 
:\nyway, we .;tarted wiring anti writing hnml! 
for money, and while the rechnical schonlboys 
wound up their fina l week and took their ex­
aminations, the anti-aircraft gunnery trainees 
depnrted for five days 11( tiring at Virginia 
Beach, the ye1>111c11 burned midnight oil in 
getting our lciLvc papers, ration cerrifi1.:ares and 
air pri cJriry chi ts ready. 

It was a migh1·y happy bunch o("graJuated" 
Seabecs that were driven to the Camp Peary 
station on the evening of November 1st t<• 
rake a special train ro Hichmnnd, from whenct.:: 
we would sca tter to all corners uf the nation 
for nur 10 day:,. \\'e were given a break in 
lit:i ng given a head sra rr . . . 11u r leave dicln 't 
officially bt!gin until '.\'11vend1er 2nd, and manr 
of us were at h111111: in the eas~ chair before 
lc;1ve hcgan. Some of ti" had heen impatient 
with 1111.:ans of tonveyani:e as slow as trains, 
a11d had $pent a small fortune in Aying home. 
T he far \\'est and \\'est Cci:tst boys stayed 
behind, rn rake tht: diancc of the barcaliun 
being rr:rnsfcrred m a wc!-t co:isr staging area, 
from whence rhey could hcttcr take their leave. 



Training Scabccs for Stevedores at Camp Peary 
with use o( a training ship. 

It i;eemecl ro us but a few hours at home 
before we were on our way hack to Peary after 
frantic and tearful last-minute goodbyes. \Ye 
were leaving much behind, and knew not when 
we would see it again .. . our future was one 
big question mark ... that occupied our 
minds entirely on that dreary ride back to 

blessed Camp Peary. On arrival back into 
the familiar old fold, we found the gear we 
left behind moved, together with the remnants 
of tlw battalion, to another area, and soon 
learned that we were slated to again pull out 

J.,·arning to assemble a 20' x 48' Quonset 1 lur in 120 man 
hours so b:iscs could spring up quickly in the Pacific. 

(;oing ro diving school ro learn dock building and 
salvage work for overseas. 

of Peary in bur a few days. \\'e also le:irned 
that we were no longer a battalion but had 
been divided inro three CBMU's; Companies 
:\ , B, and C into CB~ l l"s 559, 560 and 561 
res pee ti vel y, and Co. I) in t<l a Casual Decach­
men t. \\'irh our initial training days officially 
over, we were now integral units. Our former 
company officers became our L"nit officers, 
with Lieut. Cornelius as Oi:1C, Lieut. Givens, 
as Exec, and Lr. Ug) (then Ensign ) \\'arson 
and \\'arrant Officer~ Dod and ~lcLoughlin 
rounding our the officer complement. 

Tht snrne hut cnmplrtcd at 11130 rhc same day. 
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Chi1pter Three 
GULFPO RT 

The newlr-cummi:;sioned 561sr entrained on 
a cold dreary Camp P eary siding on 1\ fonday, 
.'.'Jovem ber I .}th, 19-+3, with memories oi our 
embarkatilln leave sti ll lingering. 561 was on 
the move! Even with the train unmistake­
ably headi ng south , the scuttlebutt s till had 
us going to Camp Endicott via Cincininati; ti• 

the \\'e!; t Coast via New Orlt.:ans; anywhere 
but to where we were actually goi ng. Gulfport, 
Camp Holliday, was twu busy days away. lt 
was a balmy springlike day that noon 0f ~ov­
embc:r 16th when we arri ved. Notwithstand­
ing the fact that we could see our gear being 
unloadt:d, scurrlcbutt immediately had it thar 
Gulfport was merely an hnur's stopover to 
"pick up additional orders". . we were 
definitely going back w Endicott, possi bl y tu 
Alaska. Tum Maines and F.d Gunn had no 
comment co mn ke. 

Anywa)', Gulfport it was, and wi th Red 
Bennett leadi ng us in a jeep, we forthwith 
enrerecl rhe gates of Camp Holliday. 561 had 
made it's first of m:rny beachheads. 

After Peary, Holliday appeared like norhing: 
:;lwrt of heaven . . . two-deck barracks . . . 
centrally heated . . . heads and showers iu 
the barrncks . . . in c1.1111parison Peary had 
been an Okie squarrer's calllp! 

\\' i th th1: usu al attendant con fusion 1th at be. 
caine a term s)· non ymous with the minor op­
eration~ 11f 56 1, we wert cvenruall y settled and 
the" Barrie nf Go lfport" liegan for u:;. Head­
quarte rs office was set up; Jack Stein gathered 
in his legal tomes and documents :; Cross 
planned an arm\)1·y; l.aOuke t:vcntually got 
his 111css<:ooks rmrnded up and pr11vid1ed wirh 
rcci pc lH111ks :111 d en n npeners . . . 561 was 
re:1dy ! 

Swinging right inro training with the old 
:-tan<iby ... dose order Jrill, extended order 
drill ... more drill, :uul hetter drill ... 
we were prepan::d ro invade Island •·x" in 
colu111ns of two. Outside of the few pen:nnial 
srumhlt:huni~, 561 \platoons soon drilled with 
the prccisicm and di:;p:nch of tht' Rucketrcs. 

The "balmy spring-like southern winter" 
tha c welc11111cd us t< • Gulfp11rt sl1t11\ changed 
to n nasty, drizzling cold and wholly uncc>m­
li1rtn hlc: :-ourl1c1"11 winter. Our nwrale soun 
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underwent a like change. Liberty pa.,.ses were 
nor long in corning, however, and our hope­
ful s went forth into the wilds and pitfalls that 
is the ci ty of Gulfp<Jrt and the sections sur­
rounding; penetrated the inner defenses and 
fanned our in parmls into Pass Christi:rn, 
Pascagoub, Biloxi, Long Beach . Reconnais­
sance forces penctra ted as far as J acksun. 
lnrcrmirtcnr weekend task forces beat upnn 
rhc bastions of ~ew Orleans. Liberty hm1nds 
were coming into rht:ir full g lory. Ah, beau­
tifu l S1Juth land . .. :;panish moss, waving 
palms, warm breezes . . . and frigid maidens! 
\\"har h;~cl we dont: tn deserve this lor? . . . 
unfriendly civili:rns, superior .~rm r force:;, and 
local option ! 

Our first Chris tmas away from home, chat 
Chris tma!: of '-1-3, found us generall~· an un­
happy lot . . . sr:inding fence guard and find­
ing rekase from our boredom and !onliness 
hy caking fi endish delight in apprehending the 
hopeful mates taking that extra liberty '' ia 
the under and uver-rhe-foncc route _ . . and 
therehy gaining f(lr 561 a dastardly name 
amung our hrotht:ri--in-:mns. (Even out here 
in the for reaches of the Pacific we sti ll meet 
former Holliday inmates of uther outfit~ \vho 
snarl " Oh, you 're rhc '[,< ~ *-&r~ who caught 
me going over the fence in '.+3 !" ... and pro­
ceed to vicirmsly knee ti s in the groin) . 

l\vt:n while things were s till foggy in the 
aftermath of our New Year's Eve liberty, we 
~er furrh upon o11t: of our nws r memorable 
sorrie:; . . . that 30-mile hike to Hollidar's 
ritle range. l" nhappy Days! Shades of blis­
tered fct:t, aching arches, ~ind roadside cas. 
unities! Th irty 111ilt:s ou r, rhirry miles hack 
... we cl)unred them 1111e hy one ... C\'Cry 
step po111ickd on rnlr brain ... t:\"ery Hep 
another curse up1111 the hapless head of rhe 
recruiting officer who r:ilkt:d us inru all rhi~! 
Those mi--crahle, lighdess, head-less, bict::r 
night., prohahl) smothered the la!lt vestiges 
of patrioric tire thar }"Ct remained in us. Snme-
1111e quoted :rn o \'t:rsea$ vett:ran to rhe dfei:r 
that comparcd w (jul(porr's riAe range ac­
Colll1HC>Uati11ns, Island "X." wnuld be a plea~­
un: j:wnr. He was entirel y righr. Bur rht:n, 
110 one had y1::t told us about Ship bland. 



Flying our T attered Bartle Flag, 561 Invades Ship Island 

We will dwell on that sorry venture later in 
rhis narrative. 

I .ate .January and partial recuperati on from 
the effects o f the rifle range found us spread­
ing out into ou r techn ical school assignments 
. . . earthmoving, plumbing, refrigeration, 

Ship Island beachhead survivors pose afrcr sti rring victory. 

machine shop, quonset huts, tank farm, weld­
ing diesel, carpentry, model school, rigging, 
weapons, gunnery, docks, sawmill ... every­
thing ro mold us into the efficient little Sea­
bees we are. Of course, between-class periods 
and all ou r waking hours seemed to be spent 

Tank School·-Gulfport 
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in moving from one barracks to another and 
from barracks to qt1 unset huts. 561 can break 
a lease anywhere. \\'e lived, at one time or 
anorher, in every barracks and other place uf 
reasoll:lble habitation chat Holliday had . . . 
and we cleaned and swabbed every d . . n one 
o( them unril they gl istened . " Dusty'' Given~ 
amply saw to rhe latter; tu wit: quore : " Bar­
racks shining ur no Ii berry!" l 'nquote. 561 
marches on! 

Came February and the .. Hartle of Ship 
Island". J\l ore unhapp~· da ys! The history 
houks have Ship Is land as a hisrurical scrap 
ui land. We ~ay rhe hisrnry books can have 
Ship Is land ... pt:riml. 56 1 wants to forger 
its pan in that hisrury. Old Fort !Vrassa­
chusctts, whid1 overlooked 1 >ur "beachhead", 
vcrirnbl y grnaned to i rs fuund:uions when ir 
witnessed th t: invasion of the m11tler crew that 
w:ts Corn y's Raiders. Weighted «Juwn with 
barrle gea r, .03's, fifty -pound packs char con­
tained within their ~c rnmhlt:d depths every­
thing but rhe proverbial kitchen stove (the:: 
cooks and l>akers brought in the kirchen sroves 
cm thrir backs), we sernrd Ship Island wirh 
great dispatch . Pup Tent City-cm-the-Dune~ 
promptly sprang into being .. . tents anchored 
down with sa nd, t•uss words, and the c.:onrri­
butions of the island's cattle herds. Our own 
com forts taken care of, we proceeded to clear 
the island of an imaginary enemy; rhen H• 

clear the ii·dand ,,f tltm-imagi11ary Jel>ris, en­
ginet:r a foot bridge <>f mnmetitous proportions, 
and repair a generator plant tha t had not 
:;cc.;n service since the enrl v months of the 
War uf 18 11. All this 561 ~ouk in its srride, 
with onl y a mini111u111 of rhe usual grousing. 
However, on the third cJr fmirth d:ty (we don't 
rememher which), a whistling, frigid "nl)rther", 
that qu it·kly proccedt'cl ru fn::eze the pro­
verhi:tl appendages off the proverbial brass 
monkey, :;enr u~ scurrying inro rhc:: confin~ 
of Fort J\ I assach u setts itself, there ro spend 
twu rh11ro11gh I~· 111 iscra bit: nigh ts (and days) , 
sleeping on has ti I )'-gathered marsh grass on 
rhe t·oncrere Roors o( the fort. Ir was then 
that 561 's worthies were convin ce.I rhat Gen­
er;d Sherman wa:. r ight when he made his 
innwus sratcmenr. Only the orders that came 
in to evacua te Ship Island, evacuate Gulfport, 
nnd get ourselves on ro the \\'esr Coast, s:l\'etl 
us from another night of misery and a. pus­
sihlc icy dt:ath. Back to Holliday we wenr; 
got th e scurrlel>urt rolling as to where we were 
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gtoing; frantic las t-night liberties for those 
having wives in town, with all the tearful 
goodbyes to us who were saili ng off to the wars. 

Thus, un Fehruary 19th in the year 19++, 
we, as the nwvie travelogues ha ve it, .. said 
farewell ro the: beauteous cir~· of Gulipc1rt", 
and turned ou r blear~· warrior eyes toward 
wider horizons. Port Hueneme, I .. A., H olly­
wood! 

ON TO THF. CO:\ST 
The cross-cciuntr)' trip was largely unevenr­

fol . .. just another troop t rain. Tht: Texans 
in the c>urfit ~1f cCJursc had one hellu va time 
explain ing rhe endless miles of nothing bur 
sand chrncs and cactus that was our route 
rhrmtgh rhat fair and spat·ious st;1te, aftc::r 
their l<Jng cxp(ltlllding its scenic bcm.Hies. Onr 
rest stop :H El Paso, and our magnificent 
parnde up its ~r rects was but a small diversion. 
Ot1r chief claim to fame in that particu lai· trip 
across country was in that ability o( our 
worthies ro lean out nl train windows a little 
farther and ro whistle at f1::111ale civilians a 
little nwre raucously than the inhabitants of 
the a veragc, nm-uf- the-111 i II troop train . 

T t was at 0400 of the morning of 22 February 
1944, t hac sunnr California greeted ll S in ap­
parently typical California atmosphere . . . 
ra111. It rained six more days and six more 
nights without a pause to allow 11s w glimpse 
the famc>us California su n, which sun we were 
soon convinced was but a filament of the Cali­
fo rnia Chamh<.:r of Commerce imagi11ati1m. By 
wa~· of wading, swimming and s tumhli11g 
through the driving rain . . . dressed , of 
course, in dress hlues ... we were with ap­
p:i n:nt dis tasteful dispatch (nur fame had 
surdy prt.:t·ctlcd us) esta blished in "Q" area 
,,( vast Camp Rnussi.::au, m1r last Stateside 
srag111g camp. 

There cannCJr Ut.'. a great deal said about 
Hueneme. (hark the: dissenting voices!) It will 
lon g n:main i111iur \'e ry personal memoirs an~·­
way .. . rht: scene of our most intensive a11J 
bloodr harries for liberty (and leave) afrc::r we 
had found the California narives so friendly. 
.'\h, those native-,! But, let us on wirh rhc war. 

Hueneme ga\'C us our last intensive mili­
tary training. in :1J<litio11 to a ~cries u( short 
and conccnrracc.I rcchnical !;chools. \\"e wen: 
summarily otirtirtcd fur " Island X" ... the 
" Island X" we had heard .so many, <ifr-con­
tlini ng and horribl e vcr:iions of, from 1)llr firsr 
boot camp day 1111. Carbines, gas masks. 



Brin!(' hack wonderful rnemoric' that H ucncnw libc.-riy g:uc 

S:td Sack< on thl· ~nddc>t day in SC. I's history We're off ro the wars! April IO, 11).\-1. 
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mnsquito nets , foul weather gear, the c:ver­
horrifying and confusing infantry packs . . . 
even the uld die-hards grudgingly admitted 
that our Stateside days were numbered. Came 
more <lrill, more rifle range with the accent on 
rhe dry-tiring, extended marches, bivouacs, 
anti-aircraft training at San Diego . .. we 
were getting that final edge and polish C)f 
fighting Seabees. 

And the battle fur liherty was ever rumbling 
in the backgnmncl. The liberty hounds and 
the libenr wolves were howling in all their 
glory, and impre.ssi \ 'C indeed was the weeping 
and wailing and gnashing uf teeth when rhnse 
liherty pnsses were hut a mire irregular in 
their forthcoming. 

Sc<:mingly, from the trend CJf this narrative, 

our entire rratning periods revolved only 
around our our-of-cam p freedoms. Such is not 
the case by any means. Bur, ask any Seabee, 
or commCJn-Navy man, abuur their training 
camps . . . they are all judged by their liberty: 
''Such-and-such was a guud libert~· camp", etc. 
\\'c of 561 can never com plain abouc lack and 
luscer in our own liberties . . . our officers 
were generous in dispensing rhe passes, and 
rhe goud people of California fell all over them­
selves tu make Ollr lasr days in the Sraces 
exceeding! r happy <>nes. Just how friend Ir 
rhe native!> of Hollywood, Santa .\1onica an<l 
Los ."\ngdes wen: is still a topic uf fireside 
discussion, even to chis day. Ask us about 
Hueneme, and we'l l switch the subject and 
rell you oi Hullywoml. 

C/J(/pfer Four 
$1,500 P L E.-1.SURE C R U I SE 

Final!~· . in early .-\pril, came that day we 
were "secured", and given an FPO address 
. . . embarkation day was just around rhe 
well-known corner. It was then that .\ I r. Dud 
made his epic speech that day we were gath­
ered en-masse for our final instructions, "l\ len, 
~·ou are lt::wing on a i i ,500 pleasure cruise to 
the beautiful islands of the Pacific". Inspir­
ing words and beautiful choughts were rhosc! 
Sc •J11C <>f us bcl ieved them. The mo I'll i ng of 
April IOr h saw u:-, with the perennial 561 con­
fus ion, srumhling :tbu:11·d the MS J APARA, 
SrrtCking CJUt' rnndcrous gear ancf <)Ur weary 
carcasses in the narrow confines of rhc fo'csle 
hold. T he evening of the next d:iy we saw 
the shores of HucncnH: s lip awny. Scuttlebutt 
illlmcdiarely had us going to Frisco, and 
strangely enough, fo r t•rH:e stu rrlcbu rt was 
right. l·:vi::n the originntors were surprised. 

\\'irh the go11d J .-\P.-\ R.·\ ploughing through 
a ht:twy ground swell up the Cnlifornia CCl<l.St, 

we an111ire.I our sea leg~ . . . flat on our rt:­
-;pccti vc back~ in the s:mw fo ' c.:~le hold. It 
is without drn1ht thar never in the annal. u( 

111mlern an.I ancicnt ~eafaring were rhcre ever 
a bunch of sicker or more llliser.1ble quasi­
snilors. Ir wasn't funny at the timt:, hut rhc 
sights and inevitable s iniarions among the 
green-gilled brethren of 561 in rhat fo'cs!e hold 
attd he:td and tire rnnccrred sr:1ggering up f11r 
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fresh air on the open deck were one~ we won't 
for long forger. ~ ! an y a one of us wished the 
end would quickly come and release us from 
011 r unspeakable lllisery. Only the hardiest 
s<Ju ls appeared for chow that firllt da~· . . . 
and a greater percentage of those soon beat 
a hasty retreat therefrom. Tht: KP's and the 
cooks who labored in the galley that day do 
well deserve a citation. T hey were the heroes 
of the day. 

T he balance 11f our rnasral jaunt w.is un­
eventful. Stomadts wcrc soon settled, and we 

hove under San Fr:rncisrn's Gnlden ( ; are Bridge 
on thc:cveningof."\pril 12th. Al:mr pleo(da~·s 
i11 Fri~c11, libcrry f<Jr the chiefs, then the even­
ing of April 15th saw us slipping quietly out 
(1f San Fr:tnciscu harbor, under rhe S.ll1lt' 

Golden (iarc: Bridge, de,rination unknown. 
The 111emory 11f rhat late cvening will he long 
with us. ~or :l sound could he heard 1111 the 
crowded decks; what sm:ill conversarion rht>re 
was cam e in hushed tones. Ench 111.111 had 
hi!> own rh11ughts, watching the homeland slip 
slimly away, and the last Hickcring neon har­
rno111 sign fade inro rhc evening haze. \\'heri' 
were we going? .-\IHI what :1w.1itc.I tl' .. r Ho" 
long hcfon.: we WC•tdd !tl!e thic, shore line and 
rho~c 1>:1rrocm1 signs ag:tin, or, would we C\' t:r 

'cc ir again? l o~r 11f Lh were lu11ki11g far 
hcyonJ rhar shore line an.I rhinking 11f scene!-



"From slimy Pollywogs to hardened Sh~lbacks in one wild day" 

' '1·:~ 
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to the easr . . thinking oi home; wondering 
whar the! folks were doing right at that mom­

ent, and whether we would ever see them again. 
Ir was a thoroughly sober 561 on the deck of 
the :-.IS J . .\P.~R.-\ that eveni ng. 

Jr didn't rake us long in the days following 
to get into the routine and general boredom of 
shipboard Ii fe. In comparison to man~- other 
troopships, we were forrunrtte indeeJ in being 
on the good Dutch murorship JAP.-\RA . ... 
ventilated holds ; crowded ro be sure, bur not 
roo unctimforrable ... showers of salt water, 
but better than norhing. The food wasn'r bad; 
two st1uares a day :ind "sandwiches" at noon. 
:\ gn.:ar 11 11 mhcr nf us slept rm deck at<Jp hatch 
covcri; and wrapped in pnnchos, nightly rain 
sq11a lb norwirhsrnnding. Long bli sterlng days; 
with evcry<mc acquiring a Jeep tan or a hor­
rible sunburn ... the ever-present poker and 
crap games (many evC!nrually gut down to 

playing for cigarettes) ... rhe long, winding 
chow lines . . rhe e::vt:n longer canteen anti 
library litH:s ... the blaring of the sh ip's 
1'.A. system . . . ''Now hear this ... " 
. . . ''Dump the garbage" . . . .. Joe Blot<! 
fall down ro Hold Nu. 2" . . . " Bela~' that 
las t order!" . . . etc. 

On the whole, it was n lazy crui:-;e for most 
11( us. The cooks and bakers and rhe perennial 
Ka~·pecs labored on. Eleerricians and painrers 
derails put in time on shiplmard repairs and 
i m prnveincn ts . . . earpen ter detai Is bu ii t 
ship's luckcrs. The Captain's c11111mend:1tion 
proved 56 1 did its tirst good job or1 its firsr 
assignmcnr. 

April 22nd, and we we::n: over the equator, 
sourhlwund. \re had long ueen prepared for 
this mome1Huus <lCt:ision ... the old .. Shell­
bncks" fC!I' days preceding had pn:sented hor­
rible picmres and dire predictiw1s of the ap­
µear:111ce alioard o( King 1eptune :ind hi~ 
"Royal" rnl11·1, and of tht: initiation that wuu Id 
(orth with transform us from lowly "l'olywogi," 
to hardened and salty "Shellbacks". \\"hat an 
orgy it was! The slimy crawl thrnugh the 
garbage-littered runnel, culminaring in rht'. long 
grim lint'. of enthu~iastic paddle-wielding Shell­
hacks, at tilt'. end of which line s:ir l\:ing 
Neptune and his Court, in all their respecrive 
gl()ry. The palpirnting J>olywog travelled this 
gury gaunrlcr on his hands and knees, spurred 
on br rhc: whist! ing paddles of the sadistic 
Shdlhacks . . salaam w Neptune, whid1 
usually cullllinated in (Jther indignities ... 

then a mouth s tuffed full of feathers . , 
hackside shocked b~· Neptune's electrically 
charged and heinously concrive:l trident ... 
forthwith ducked, with great efficiency but 
no nearness, in the canvas tank built on deck 
for rhe occasion. On the very verge of drown­
ing, we were hauled to our tottering feet, 
chocking, spitting Wt:t feathers ... somewhar 
confused declnrcll a Shellback in good 
srancling . . . King Neptune's sadistic appe­
tite for suffering had bet:n satisfieJ. \Ye 
staggered off to find s<Jlllt: dry cl(.lthe.s and ro 
lick (JUI' wounds. \\'ar is hdl ! 

Came more lcJng, blistering days of sai ling 
. .. long nights aboard :1 bl:u:ke::d-our deck 
... rlwse nights expecially will be long remem­
bered ... the ship trembling from rhe d rnn 
of the motors; water hissi ng and whispering 
along her ~tccp sides a~ she:: forced steadily 
ahead; phosph11rus gleaming in the wake like 
hidden flashes of fire. Everywhere men were 
just leaning 11ver the rail, watching that hi:-s­
ing water ... thinking their own thoughts nf 
l1>ne!'><1mt: :rnd varied things. Thar was a. ten­
acious thing, the lonesomeness of a man sur­
rnum.leJ by men! Others nf us were lying on 
rhe hatch covers, gating up ar those nc::un­
hright trnpical stars seC!mingly swinging back 
and forrh in che rigging as the ship rulld. 
we were d<1i ngM1me num: thinking; or talking; 
or vicilendy arguing qr Jiscw;sing in one: of the 
-.csstons th:tt was :11 wa ~·s taking place. \ \' c 
i; poke wirh great cnrnestness 011 all suhjel'tl> 
ever contrivt:d by mind o( man . .. from 
:tllt(JltHll>iles w alcqlwl . . . from war ro 
wotlll'n . . . from laundry soap ro l11vc. They 
were all prntqund and thorough discussions 
. . . an~·thing to l't licve rhar first :rnd then 
new- t11-11s lcJn liness and h11rcdom. \\'c crui;sed 
the I nrcrnational Oare Line t•11 rhc 28th, :111d 

we were given hrief distraction in marvelling 
over the fact rhat the 29th w~1s complt:rely 
l11sr, spcndi ng more heated argu men t!i 11n rhe 
why~ and wherefore.'l of the wh<>lc rhing, and 
gloating (Iver the fact that we were being paid 
rm :Ill extr.1 day rhar we didn't experience. 

Then, manv d:t\'S lacer, there c:i.mc the morn­
ing whcn sun;e gi.mlt:t-eycd individual saw (or 
thought he saw) rhe first glimpse of lnnJ. 
L'pi>ll the annuunccmcnc o( rhar n11mH::ntuus 
discovery, a moment grt'.att'.r to us rhan CC)lum ­
lm:;' first sight uf the Indies must have been 
to him. l nsrantaneousl~-, a c11nc:ert1:cl rush 11f 
bodies filled and 11vcdlowed rhe rail ... the 



Th<." days nbo~rd ~hip dr:iggld on 

solid p:ick of g:iping ;111d squin ting souls, 
hungry for that sight o( l:111d, extended three 
and four feet out over the water at some pomts 
. .. the good .J . .\P . .\HA listed several degrees 
to srnrhoard. There is still argumenr to t his 
day as to whether that slight haze on the 
horizon was actually land . . . bu t to us on 
that day it was, and it was solemnly declared 
to be everything from Pitcairn Island to north­
ern 1ew Zealand. \\·hen we came ro the 
islands of our first stop-over some days later, 
1r was n1crely an anti-cli lllax. But, that first 

port of call looked mighty beautiful to us 
(from a distance) . . . 

. .\ series lll()re o( ports of call for the J . .\ P . .\ R . .\, 
that embodied a South Pacific Cook's tour of 
the earlier battle grounds of the Pacific war, 
and we were told that our own appointed 
Island "X" was bur a few day:-. sailing away. 
Scuttlebutt was revived, dusted off and ener­
getically bandied about that our ""beachhead" 
was still under conrinuou!- a track by the enemy; 
that air raids were s till a common occurrence, 
etc., etc. 

The Souvenir Trad<." was brisk from rh,· srart 



C/J(fpfer Five 
''D-DAY'' 

None of us are likely en forget our first sigh t 
<)four island "humc'' fur rhe coming man y 
months. Mose of ll S looked at the tangled 
mass of jung le with mixed fee lings (Ir eagerness 
and apprehension. A month on a transport is 
an awfu l overdose of ocean, and solid gn.mnd 
looked mighty guud. On the other hand, no 
one cou ld be sure what lurked in the mysteriou~ 
depths of chat fo rbidding tapestry of vines an d 
weird growths. 

v\'ith the usual shouting of directives and 
invectives and the usual con fusion of <Jrders, 
we prepared to debark. Hot? Lord, it wa:; 
hot! St niggling through narrow companion­
ways and up steel ladders with enough eq uip­
ment on your back for three men was the 
Devil's own assignment! Sweating, cursing, 
tripping and stumbling ... frantic searching 
for forgotten miscellany . . . rifles and sea­
l>ags ; packs and ditty bags; melee and con­
fu sion ... Snafu . . . Finally, the peace 
and quiet (comparat ive) of the line on deck 
leading t<J the sea-ladder. Some men stood 
resiggnedly with their heavy seabags on their 
s]ll)u]ders, knowing that if they ever set them 
down the j ob of picking them up again might 
prove tou much. 

H ow we ever got down that rickety, sli pper~-, 
ladder ro the haven (Jr the landing barge 
withl)l1t seri ous casualties is a mystc::ry. No 
mure proof is needed that every Seabee is a 
cross between a pack mule and an acrobat. 
Up to thi i; point, the sun had heen beaming 
in t rue tropical splendor, bur Oh-h Brother! 
. . . 110 sooner was the barge half foll of 
struggling humanity rhan "the rains came"! 
Now, the landing burge is a remarkable piece 
uf equipment, but it will muer replace the 
Chris-Crafr. For spectacular discomfort you 
can 't beat it. We stood and soaked up rain 
for what seemed like several hours. There 
was nothi ng we could do bu t bitch ... !W 

we bitched. 
We had been informed that the is land was 

"secured", but it was reassuring to find, upon 
arrival ashore, that <JU r land transportation 
consisted of genuine United Stale.r tru cks. 
There was always that possibility lurking in 
rhe back of our minds that our little brown 
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brothers might still be on rh1:: welcoming cum­
mi rree. 

Land uncJerfu<;>r, good solid earth, felt mighty 
wonderful, but we were not given long tu 

gloat in it ... things happened fast after 
that. A whirlwind truck ride ... another 
barge . . . another truck ride through the 
gathering darkness, and finally, " Here y'are 
boys!", at the darkest spot along the road. 
\\'e were in camp .. . so we were tulcl . . . 
but we could see nothing b~1t more jungle . 
. It had ag;1in started tu rain, and with increased 
vehemen ct:. We had our first taste <Jf real 
tropical downpour. Nighr had fallen com­
pletely. Nuhudy had the s ligh tesc idea as tn 
where we were, or ii or where we were tu sleep . 
\Ye hudd led miserably under hastily broken 
uut ponchos and shelter hah'es, too tired and 
befuddled tu even bitch ... trul y the saddest 
collection of sacks that ever wished they were 
someplace else. 

Suddenl y a fl ashlight appeard wirh "Mr. 
Mac" on the (1ther end of ir. :vtr. Mac was 
giving with the cheerful bravado, hut an y one 
could Sl!t'. thar he was as unhappy as the low­
liest seaman . He hat! fount! some broken down 
and long-abandoned tenrs, and these were to 

be our temporaq' q uarters. In a last mad 
scramhle, we shouldered or clragg~d our gear 
thmugh the downpour, hlinJly foll<nving the 
tlashlight as it pointed out tents along the 
j ungle-overgn,>wn rrai ls. .'\ny shdter at all 
was a blessing, and we thankfully shed our 
packs and parapht:rnalia and collapsed vur­
sclves. 

It soon became apparent rhar these aban­
d<med ten ts were not ou rs exclusi vcl y. They 
also housed as fine a collccrion <1r the more 
repulsive forms of wi ld li fe as Frank Buck ever 
met on a business rrip. l\1 any tales made the 
rounds the next mnrning . .. J oe Ci hak and 
his land crah; Shorty Kid and his centipede; 
T t:x Swanzy's hosti le rat and Bilf \¥arner's 
fri endl y one, and Gene Parr's toad , to n;ur1e 
but a fow. 

On the morn, after a thorough ly miserable 
night, there was but one rhing on our respec­
tive minds .. . souvenirs (what else i.r first 
in a Seabee's mind ?) The early dawn saw the 



Our First Hcadl1uarter~ -

st:arching parties scattering co all points of 
the compass. True, the varied and often 
doubtful relics that were soon dragged into 
camp and proudly displayed and bartered for 
were chi efly worthless stuff, abandoned by ou r 
precedessors, but to us they were battle relics 
of inestimable value. Rusty .J ap helmets, cart­
ridge cases, mess kits and buttons. Then, tin­

expl oded ordnance began to en ter i11ro the 
pictu re. \\'hen Chiel Vaughn brought in a 
Jap hand grenade rendered "inactive" by the 
simple expedient of a clothes stop, and when 

\'aughn, his Cigar and his " Duck"·­
~ l osr Famili:ir Sigh1 on ;\lunda ! 

The Original Beer Call 

another unidentified worthy came in dragging 
a live bomb down the trail by means of a 
10-foot length of rope "so that if it went off 
it wouldn't hurt me" ... then was when 
authority stepped in and forbade further sou­
venir "procurement". \Ve turned our efforts 
to "making our own" ... an off-duty in­
dustry 561 was soon to become noted for. 

That same day, l\lay 10th, I 9H , sti ll stands 
as the best mail-call da,· in the outfit'!' history. 
Du ring our month at sea, a terrific back-log 
of lecters had accumulated for us. 

" Jungle Parrol" Dod- Jap n<:rnc'i~ 
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Chapter Six 
'\

1 E \ \ ' G E 0 R G T :\ D :\ Y S .-\ ~ D :-\ l G H T S 

The nwnth~ rh;lt ti1llowed found '61 serrling 
incu our niche in the Pacific war; a gradual 
rourine, which , while it could hardl~· be called 
plcasanr, wru. well established and organized 
and about a-; satisfactory as overseas exisrence 
can he. For reasons o ( secu rity, we can not , 
<Jf c1111r~c, set down the actual nature of our 
operations, but the commendations we received 
speak for rhemselves. \\'e were not long in 
gaining a rept1tario11 as a "goud outfi t" . .. 
a bu lanccd and well disciplined organization 
rhar could handle an y type uf work assign ed 
tn us, from moving a hill to repairing the most 
inrricare mechanisms . In our ranks were in­
cluded men frCJm every construction and tech­
nical field . . . many others went in to work 
they had never heard of . .. and made goud 
at it. \\'e wen:~ adaptable to any situation. 
T he heavy equipment huys kept the scrip, re­
puted to be the finest in the South Pacific, 
in shape and pa ved the way for many a success­
fu l bc1mber-fighter strike. :\ short-handed saw­
mill and l•>ggi ng crew st:t an<l held a record in 
lumber production for chat Pacific area. Our 
Base water system was a model of efficiency 
and prnduction. On rhe lighter side, the en­
gineers devel1Jped sub-le,rel surveying tlJ ir's 
highes t degree; Peeks shattered all existing 
records in raisin-j ack product ion; the laundry 
l11~ t at lt:asr a ful l seabag of dothing for every 
man in the outfit. 

f11 gcnt:ra l, we made the best (I f our s irua­
rions. In spire c>f the incv it:1hlc 6'1'ousing and 
gripi ng, CJll!' morale was am ong the highest. 
Ours wns eventuall y a 1110Jel camp in the hest 
Scabee tradition of personal co111f11rr, Many 
were the frn1t lc1ckcrs, lrntlockers and rubher 
lrnnks constructed . . . many of us lived 
hettcr than we had in civi lian life!. Our health 
rem ai neil good. 1\ I <>st 11f us pu r •>n weight. 
Of <:u11rse rherc were the usual case,; oi car 
fe\'cl', an 11ccasic111al appendt:nomy, the.: ine\' it­
ahle "jungle r<1t" and the usual sprains and 
bru iscs. :\ ha rd hlow fol I in our 111 idst when 
we lose Bill \\'ebb on .'\ugu~t 12, 19H; our 
first c:1su ali y. 

\\'e moved r11 Camp \\'illiarns, established 
a 11111rc permanent camp area, and life for U!> 

went 1111 its 111c·ny way. The "Angt:ls" m:'lde 

the semi-final .; in the lc;land League . . . '61 
consumed more sreak and french-frie~ pourd 
for pound, than any omllr in rhe Sr>uth Pacific 
and swore to a man that it was tht: Wurst 
they ever ate (editcirs note: Civilian~ were 
starving~) Th en then:: were the more notable 
beer issLtt:!s . . Platonn Five's victory soft­
ball brawl .. . steak and beer at the " ."\ cey­
Ouecr" . . the "sociables" thrown b~' 
"The Misfits" (Bill Graham set a record tuu) 
that kept Curnedian C)iegel awake and un­
happy. Then came the holida ys ... fir:'r 
the Thanksgiving dinner, in which uur cooks 
well ou tdid themselves, and which left us fo:><l­
lugged and staggering. le seemed but a few 
days before Christmas, our sec<111d Christmas 
away from home, was again upon us. \Yirh 
Christmas too came the usual round of "social" 
events . . . :t magnificent holida~' . that did 
mu<:h to assauge our loneliness and thoughts 
uf hume. ~ l emorable were, of course, ou r 
.Xmas Eve sh1lw, featuring "Si" Marcin ~Ul<l 
the dampened fiddles; Professor " JQ" Hurl's 
lnquisitic1n Program ; Peek's commercials and 
Louie Picciano's epic s trip tease. Talcnr, 
rears and B:tcchus reigned fredr rhat mem­
orable night! New Year's Eve was in man y 
points a repeat perf<irmancc, un a diminished 
scale . 

Lifo wcnr 1111, WtJrk went 011, and as for as 
we knew, the war wen t on. Day fol lowed d:1 \' 

wi rh 1111>1wronm1s regularity . However, near! y 
everyone had his own particu lar h 1bhy ur 
' 'racket" ru •>ccupy hi ~ off-duty hours. ~ J any 
of us bccanrc seagoing Sca li i.:e-.; sm:tll boats uf 
a ll descri pti<1n, 1 n:tn~· quirt: inrerc.;;ting and ap­
palling in design, hut noni.:thclcss sc:iworth~· , 
and n 1nsrrucrcd n( t:\•ery C1Jllcei vahlt: form of 
snap ;\IHI cast-off materials, wt:re in all stage::­
.,(building thr11ugl1e111r the camp. Boating be­
came a regular Sunday pastimt.>1 wirh rrip!' t11 
ncighh11ring islund..,, fishing trips, and nn\1' and 
then a longer (c:it of n:i vigariun such as rhe 
cp11chal jaunt of "Gha:-rly" G11u Id. Other 
crafr:.mcn ;\mong u~ ri\•alled tht: natives them­
selves in rhe making of shell an l rnteyc neck­
laces and trinket .... The marwlacrnrc uf mcral 
nncl plcxi-glass warc:h bands hecame a major 
indusrry. Thc11 rhere W;I~ alwan the wild lite 



Jap s r1ipcrs in rrc:cs ll'l'Tl' a constant menace. 

ro keep llS cumpnny ... li7.ards of varying 
sizes from four feet to finger length; rats, land 
crabs, bats, and the giant flying foxes that 
nightly raided our papaya trees, were all our 
constant com pan ions. The latter months uf 
our tour of duty brought excitement, or rather 
diversion, in the form of increased activity on 
the part of the by-passed J aps on the island 
and near our camp area. Although we had no 
direct hrnshes with the enemy, we were kept 
on ou r roes, the sentry guard doubled, and no 
little ~deep was lost in contemplation of enemy 

Consrant practice on rhc machinl' gun range 
kept our shooring cy..-s sharp. 

"Gestapo" Chief Conlan. 

infiltration in the night. J ungle patrols in com­
mand of Chief Carpenter Ood made extended 
forays into the jungle in search of ou r little 
brown brothers, bur 11<1 direct clashes were re­
ported. 

Then, as is normal with all outfits, there 
were always our blacker moments . . . and 
concerning them, we let ourselves be known, 
with loud bewailings and crying out. I ( the 
sun shone, it was too hot; ir if rained, it w~1s 
too wet. There was never en(Jugh mail . . . 
or beer. The rats and lizards gnt more use uut 

\\'c bid fon:wcll to a budd" last rir..-s 
for Bill Wchb -l\l~nd:i 
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of OtJr tents thar we did .. . the " Dear J ohn" 
letters came thick a rid fost . . . everybody 
was getting a rnwer deotl than a111•bodr else . 
Then there was the perpewal su bjecr. of re­
rares . .. but we won't go inro that. \\'e 
think everyone will agree that the hardesr 
working off-dury man was Deacon .. T wo­
Bihle" ~ l cCaleb. "Go see ~ l cCaleb" soon be­
c:une a by-wnrcl. 

Finally, to di \•err ou r minds ru other ch:in­
nels, came rhc rumor rhat we were again set 
tu muve. T he question of " when and where" 
ar unce became the subject of our favorite in­
door diversion . . . scuttlebutt. Bur, the 
first rumors were well founded. February of 
19~5 found 56 1 again packing ... this time 
with a minimum of cunfu.,ion. \\'e hadn ' t Deen 
overseas ten months for nothing! 

Chapter Seven 
0 T 0 I S L .A N D ' ' X ' · N U M R E R T \\' 0 

\\' e wi II not dwell t~ •r long on our second 
movcm erir, althouglll' it could be call ed a. more 
than minor operation, and at this stage of the 
garn <.: we canrwt say too mu ch of even th e 
minor operations. V\'e ma)' menti lln that uur 
1111.•ans c1( conveyance w:1s the Liberty ship 
MI CHA EL 1\.1<. RR, and that our t rip was a 
rale uf crowded quarters, rainy nights, but 
otherwise smooth sailing. \\'e were by now 
more or fess hardened to the multitude u ( minor 
incorivcnicnces :rnd hardships. In fac1, we 
dicln 'r even notice them. We were, for rhe 
larger part, billeted topdeck among our deck 
cargo. \Yund rous indeed were the shelters and 
tents that sprang up in a matter of minutes! 
The resmrrcefolness of cJU r cummissarr deparr­
llH:nt was quick in coming to the fore in the 
form c>f the com plete gall ey set up righ t on 
deck. \\'e can easil y say thnt in spi te of the 
improvi surions, the food 1111 that trip wa:­
amung the best we have yet had <,1ver:;eas. 

We were sailing through repmed ly enemy 
sub-in fested waters, and our 111en alternated 
wirl1 the armed gunrd crew in standing dmrhlecl 
submarine and gu11 w:uches. Good Providence 
was with us; we had nnt even a go(Jd scan:. 

There were.: rhe s:une dark, blacked our 
nights, t lr l.· same long hull-sessions into all 
hmrrs ,,f rhe nigln; rhe:: same black water.~ 

hissing along rhc sides. Otherwise, this move-
111cnt wa~ cn tirdy different than our first, our 
111:1ide11 n1yage. t\ 11,reover, it was much shorter; 
it M:c111ed hut a fc..:w days be::forc we approached 
ou r destination. T he la te evening of Februarr 
l 5rh had us Iring in the va::t harlior of our 
prcscnr base. 

Ii was here: we ca me to sec rhe far reaching 
::i'l.e; the vastness and CcJrnplexitr nf the Unire<l 
State's fJperntions in the Pacifi c. This hase 
was then the major supply and staging base 
for the Fleet's upcraticrns in the Philippines. 
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The harbur here alnne cuu Id herth the ships I)( 
all the na vies of the world, with rotll11 to sparc. 

J nstead of a large part u( a smaller base, we 
were n..i become~• small cog in a large operation. 
There was rwt nru ch lw•t motion in getti ng 
down tu our assigned task. \\'e were herdetl 
in ro uur tents in tht: ni ght; the nex t morning 
saw the greater part cif us already assigned to 
ou r duties and sctring off tu work. \Ye had 
uur j ob co du and we wenr right into it. 

\ \' e wou Id f i ke ro tell you lll•>re of our actual 
operarions here; the work we accomplished, the 
installations t hat were of our d<iing. But, for 
the ob vious security reasons, such things can 
only be rulcl later. .-\ s tCJ ou r off-duty life; 
chert: was nut the freedom of movement anti 
the comparati ve les:;cni ng <>f restrictions that 
were ours at our previous base. However, 
more elaborate rccrcati•111 facilities easily over­
!-!haduwcd that factor. Nightl~· movies were a 
novel ry for us; sc11rcs 11f us socJ11 became in­
veterate movit: hounds. ;\ I any more uf us L1b­
rai 11 ed nur only exercise;: 1Jf the <lay in the 
nighrl y heer line; wt:re :111 issue of une can per 
rnund made it necl!ssary tel run like nll h . . I 
to get hack in li ne again, repeati ng that pmce.;s 
until we had ohr:1ined :u; m:rn y as rhc traffic 
would hear. T hen.:, in t1lir heer garden afrer 
;1 hard da y's work, wirh rlrnse w1111J~rfo l cans 
uf c11IJ ~ud~ in uur respective fi sts, w:ts wh :r.! 
perhaps the most prof.)llnJ <liscussi ms an.I ar­
guments of the da~ Wt:rl' in t1rder. By rhis 
time th1.: su hjcn of 95 ' ; of rlwsc discussions 
was the endless dissertation 011 "!r1ing ho:ne'' 
... in fan, we talkcd, arc and slept .. rota­
tion". Our first waking thought W<L" "when, 
how, and wh~· nurr" . T h1.: scu rtlchutt king' 
had a c1111ti11 ual field da y ; many and wc111drous 
<Ind varied wcr1.: rhc versions on how "rotat ion" 
w11uld rcall r work. After a yea r and a hal f 
away from home, one could scarce!~' blame us 



Our "fiNI anniversary overseas" parl\' . . che Skipper tdl~ u~ 
" \\'c're o\•er chc hump". 

for grabbing at the straw of every bit of new 
information on that subject that came out. As 
this goes into print, the question scill raves, 
" \\'hen a rc we goi ng home?" But even now, 
the .J ap is on his last leg and the actual pros­
pect seems brighter each clay. A few of us ha ve 
already gone, chiefi y via the casualty route. 

Mail c:1JI wa~ what we lived for 

\\'e sustained another permanent loss on l\ larch 
27th, when H arold " Ying" Yingling died. It 
was a loss we rook especially hard. By now, 
in a unit as small as ours, we kn ew each other 
intimately; were as a large fomil~-. Ying's 
ready wit, his dry humor, and his being an 
all-around gmxl fellow, is still sorelr missed. 

The native hdk"I intrigul'<l us. 
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Conclusion 

' rhe unir has becn tivcrseas for over eighteen m onths now, and there arc many 

mt>re events of t hose mwnhs that we w11uld like to include in uur ,·ear bq.,k, but 

by the:: complexity of our operations; the many e\'eryday happenings; each ph:tse 

v( uur histon· herein encompassed hy a chapter, could well be co\·erecl b~· an 

entire l>U<Jk. Our ow11 deepl~· imprinted memories will surely se::rve us hcrrer 

than rhese printed words possibly can. 

\\'e would like:: to td l you whac we built, how we built, why we built. \\'e 

would like co cell yrm mo re of our assignn1enrs. \\·c would like w rell you more 

about every little tragecl~· and humor of our dailr lives. l\lost ri( all we want to 

tell you how proud we are of our own unit, and of our job "WF.LL DO\IE". 

The 561st ~ava l Construction Barta liun ~ laintenancc l ' nit i~ a mohile unit 

wl111~e activities cannot be made wholly puhlic. Therefore, many oi rhc must 

thrilling experiences and major facts ol construction ancl opern tiun rm1sr remain. 

for now, unwritten. H uwt:vt:r, CIHHI 561 has, it hopes, hy its own snwll contri­

bution, its own part as a small tog in tht! garganruan machinery of the Pal·ifi c 

\\'ar, written an important chapter in \\'orld \\'ar 11 histor~, and has (ully con­

trihutc:d its pan in tht: building c1f the R oad to T uky<>. 



WE WOf<KED 
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The logging rrucks kepr the mill fed 10 full c:1p:1ci1r 

The opemring force of rhc "Thick'n Thin Lumber Co."­
Munda the)' set lumber production records. 

Juni,;lcs dis:ippcarcd b.:forc the lo~ging crew's 
saws and a xcs. 



We had to use :1 pcncil­
sh:irpcncr t<·chniq11c to 
whitt!c th~· lal"tfc logs down 
ro null size · i. . . 

Solomon Island lumberjacks 
. the '.'orthwoods could 

be proud of them . . . 
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Porrablc Scaffold for Dismantling Quonsets; 
\\'nit's Pnn:nt. 

Wait's Wddcrs· l\ lunda - the welding department 
they kep t everything parched up. 

\\'ddinµ Shop, ;\ l unda 
E1·,·rybody \\'arks but ;\lastc:rs 

··:>- t irch .. and Cobcl who ran the rigb>ing lofc at l\fund :1 . 
Good rhing "l\litch" knc:w his businc:ss. 



"Padre" Spurlin and his boys who maintained our 
wate r purification stations at :\1unda and i\ lanus. 

The malaria control and sanitation engineers kept 
rh..- l\lunda camp i11 rip-top shape .. . 

Plumbing and shcctmctal shop at i\ lunda. 

"Pappy" Glas~ . . the hub of the mechanical dcparrmcnt. 
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Public Works ( ;:ir:tgc, i\ lunda 
1hc rolling s1ock rolling 

"Footlocker:<, Inc." Carpenter Shop ~lund:t 

thq· kept "J i11c:rbug" :ind hi~ "\'011 call we h:tul" boy'! 
kept u." traveling. 



T he e lectric and refrigeration repair shop on J\lunda 
maintaining New Gcorgi:1's extensive clt:ctri ca l syste1111 

was their job . . . 

The supply crl'W ar M:11n1~ ... an imporr:tnt cog 1n 
keeping rhc jobs supplied. 

and the communications electricians kept up the 
island's te lephone system . . . 

Our office force on i\ lunda kept the reco rds st raight 
and the re-rates coming . . . 



The low. hoy shunled heavy equipment from one job sitt: 
to another. 

\\'c specialized in taking down warehouses at "-lunda. 
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"Sad Sack" doubled in ministering to j eeps. 

\\'c devised sti ll fostt:r wa rs of taking down quonset$ a.nd 
warehouses . . and J ack "-lcdart blas red them w1ch 

n:cklcs~ abandon . . 



Wt: mov..-d rank~ ou t o f jungles nnd bui lt o thers in mon: j ung les. 

\Ilic builr Mnnus' c Ntcnsivc sprcm of wan:hou~l'S 
rhc ware houses rhar supplied rhc F leer. 

Our surveying crews pt:nc rra tcd deep, J ap-infesrcd j ungles 
ro lar out o ur road•. 
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The ~lunda aiNtrip we maintained was acclaimed by Aicrs 10 be the Ix-st in the South Pacific 

J ack ~lcdart and i\l:1rj.1ic kept the ha rbor 
dl·cp ar i\ l nnu~. 

.. Ben Blue .. kept the liithi- on at :-:SD. The i\lanus Base Power Plant wa 
Pappy Edward's pride and jor. 



Keeping &e:1dlcr Harbor's dock approaches deepened was our continuous job. 

(;cnaator watches were long, 
ti resome jobs . . . 

Thl· personnel dl'partmcnt on t\ lanus 
. . . theirs was a rough job. 

Chief t\lalinoski a prince among 
CPO'S . we hated to ll' :tVc him at the 

hospital 
67 



The chow line was always long and hungry. The hardest working boys in chc oudic wirh rhe least 
glorr . . . rhc cooks and bakers. 

68 
Tex and Co111m:1ndo cooked up manr :1 mess of prime steaks . . . civilians were scarving . 



The day of Th~ Big Feed ... Thanksgiving Dinner, Munda, 1944 

Butcher Bi ll Merkle carves up a mess of Sunday turkey (r~mcrnbc r those few day,; w.: h:td fresh mcar?) 
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W:trr:inc Officer Dod rukd the constrnc­
rion end wirh an iron hand 

Mudcar and Margi<' 

Hymie Leipold drew :i St:ttl'sidc ticker . 

iO 

Th.: sawmill crew cook timl' our co have 
soml.' more picrur.:s madl' . . . 

. . and now :rnd chcn we'd find time ro keep our 
shooting t'YC in trim just in ca~L' . . . 



AND THEN TOO, WE TOOK THINGS EASY 

Fot :t day of beer ~· fun :tnd rd:tx:tt ion, there w:1s nothing like :1 Sund:ty picnic on Ra Ra. 

Portrai t of a Contented Scabcc. 
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\\'c whiled away many a profitable . . (and disasrrous) . . . evening ar our favorite indoor sport. 

. . i( you warned a liulc;- quicr and 
rdaxation, rhc library was the place . . . or, i( that was too 11uicr, we could alwars go out and absorb some more beer . 

.,,, , _ 



Just p:issing the rime until we go on duty :1g:1in R:i R:i lsl:ind's Swimming bench, 
where we spent mnn)' a fine 

d:iy off. 

The swimming hole on the Loren­
gau River was-an l' VCn better spot. 

:\ cold can of beer after n hard dars work, with the "Sons 
of Recs" furnishing the fl oor show . . was mighty good. 

It was :1 tough war 
f.t. Watson. 

quote 
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... nor wind nor rain nor 
.<11ow could keep 11s away 
from those nightly mov ie~. 

74 

How can wl' forget 
Jacki no IT? 

"Si Marrin's Stump Jumper.;" 

Our own Swingbe.:s . . 
orw of rhc fin est hands in 

rhar neck of rhc Pacific. 

\\'c had a band too! 
Prof. :\bic and his 
I lungry Fourrc<.'n. 



WF. WF.NT IN F'OR SPORTS IN A BIG WAY ... 

The Ange ls' games a11d thl' twi lig ht inte r-platoon games 
o n Munda W<' r<' rhc hig sporting events. 

A bunc h of battling Bruisers . . . our boxing ream . 
including " I le Cot Mc in rhc F.yc" Muss(·tcr. 

1 n the wa)' of il·ss s trl'nuous sports we also had a chess team. 

56 1's Angcls- ru1111crs-u1) in d1e ~cw Gl'orgia softball 
playoffs. 

Wi rh a shor t bur bri llia n r record . . . our 1\fond;i 
b11skctbnll squad. 

Volleyball was another of rhc fa vorite rwilighr games. 



Chaplain B. H. Thaden - a Good Joi.' 
With our small chapel, it was always "standing room only"' 

at Sunda)' services. 
T he Chapd sralf. 

Chapel and Rccrc:uion Hall . . k\ lanus 
our choir, although small , was one of the best. 

Base Chapel - 1\ lanus- Scabec huilt. 

"OUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS WERE v\'ELL CA RED FOR ... " 



"THE SHI P'S SERVICE DEPARTiVIENT CATERE D TO OUR EVERYDAY TEEDS" 

A haircut and the day's scurrlebut . . . 
Uncle Louie's shoe shop kept us shod . . and supplied 

with handbags and sandals . . . 
The Novcltr-"' liracle Laundn· Co. . . . if \'Our clothes 
came back dean, it was :l noveity- if they came back at all, 

it was a miracle! 

... Al Storella kept our blues ready for that fi rst 
Stateside liberty. 

\\'c even lincd up for cok.:s :ind° rawr blades . . . 

\\'ash Day . for those of us who didn't trust the 
laundry 



Mosr popular boy in rhc ourfir ... when rhcrc was mail. 

A)"c! 'Tis a bonnie Scorch laddir ... Scotland's gifr ro 561. 

Commander Marrin tl·lls us all about the point sysrcm. 

Rt'bel officers Dod :111d Warson secede :ind misc rhc Con­
fl'der:uc flag over their rent. 

We lined up for srill more shots. 
:\great day . .. we lcfr our jobs to hear rhc official news of 

J:1p:rn's surrender . . . Augusr 15th, 1945. 



.•. AND THE LOCAL SCENEHY WAS MIGHTY PUHTY • • • 

79 



~ lunda :\irstri1>- lower end 

BC 



Angau Xative Village, i\ lanus 

Stockade - :\ngau Villag" . . . the '.'larivcs' Brig 



Sf1I Family Group- T he Beer Garden-here we swe:11ed our a subsrn111i:1I portion o( :1 rough war . 

. '\ngau na rivc family group. 

S2 



Meditation ... " Somewhere over the horizon is home" ... 

83 



C. S. N,-\ VAL B:\ S£ HOSPIT:\L NO. 11 

Lr. S. NAVAL ADVANCE BASF., N:\ VY 250 

In care of Fleet Post Office 

San Francisco, Cali forn ia 

17 Ocmber 1944 

J7ro111: Medical Officer in Cc1mmand. 

T o : Officer-in-Charge, 56ht C.B.M.U. 

Subj ect: H ospital Construction done by the 561st C.B.M.( . 

I. T he i\Iedical Officer in Command wishes ro express his sincere thanks 

to the personnel of your unit for the excellent work they did in building the ex­

tensions to the Recreation Building and t he Officers' Mess, t he e recting of new 

tents for the H ospital personnel, and the cons tructing of the athletic field areas. 

2. The men of the various construction crews worked hard and skillfully 

anJ showed marked ingenuity in getting t he areas and buildings com pleted so 

that they func tioned with maximum efficency , The men worked with keen in­

terest and showed a g reat desire to please. 

(Signet!) 

Jo'. F. i\ IU R DOCH 

Captain (i\ IC) l S~ 

IH 



NA VAL SPEEDLETTF. R 

CNNS/ P l5 

l March 19..J.5 

From: Commander :-.1a val Forces, Northern Solomons 

To: CBMU No. 561. 

Subject: C< Hn mendatiun. 

pon my derach1m:nt from this command I wish to commend officers 

and men of your organization for t heir wholehearted cooperation and efficient 

performance~ of duty. T he voluminous forms of construction work and the main­

tenance of air strips, highwars and port facilities were carried out by your unit 

in splendid fashion. T o your "Can Do" and "\\'ill Do" Seabee mttfir I say 

"Very Well Done!" 

1-:. J. i\ IOR . .\:--1 

Comnwd<Jre, L'SN 
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ELY, Russell L., S2c 
MILLER, \Villi;im P., 1\ l lc 
McBRIDE, John ) ., CM3c 
ROHDF., Kurt G;.i CSF 
O'DELL, Frank, ~FJc 
LEE, Aubrey i\ I. , S2c 
MUEHLEISEN, Paul i\ I. , S2c 
Cl0TT1, Fr:ink M., SClc 
BLUMER, Thain.- Q., Mi\13c 
FREW, Andrew J., S'.!c 
W.-\LKER, F..lbl·rt R .. SFlc 
WlLKINSO!'-\, Robert M., SKJc 
W:\XMAN Ll.'onnrd, Sl.:2c 
PRUITT, \<Villi:un L., CM2c 
%10LA, Albcr1 {·· Sf.'2c 
McCA RTHY, I . D., CSK 
LUCI ER. Hc11ry W., Ste 
BRUM BELOE, Irie T., CM le 
L~VY, Morris, S2c 
CAFARELLI, Arnrnnd, MM3c 
JOHNS1 Roy L., CM'k 
WALLI NG, Ben, CM le 
CHAFf.'F:E, Glen F., Sic 
ZCJPO:\!, J ohnnie W., i\li\l.1c 
CULLlSOl\', Thomns C., CMlc 
HADLF.Y, Vernon N., CCM 
EARLEY, T homns J., MMJ~ 
Bi\RTLETT, Arrhur L., Ci\1 lc 
SHARI', Edwin, ~ l i\1 2c 
rn::1.o, Ev:rn H., RM le 
SCHNEIDER, Julius, Sfk 
SCMJ'\' F.FF, Eui:;cne F., S2c 
WF.RB, \Villinm c:., ~li\l1c 
BELL, J ;imcs A., :\li\IE2c 
CR:·\~STO:'\, \'irtor ,-\., S2c 
SI II RLA, r.'rcdl•rick K, G~J le 
HOR\'.-\TI I, Willi;im .-\., MM'2c 
KIM BALL, Richard F .. , Sic 
LF.IPOLD. 1-11.'rmnn F., i\ li\ 13c 
mYORCZYK, Theodor.: \.\'., Sic 
CO:-IL'\N, W:1li.:r I'., CBM 
SWAX%Y, \.\'. 'l'., J r .• ~l,\IJc 
COLE, Donno E .• Ei\12c 
A ' IWRSON, l;u!> S., i\ l?. IS'.!c 
BOLi:\!, F.hncr 11., CCi\l 
McKEE, Sid 11ic, SFl c 
\'.'\ UCiN, l.lnyd S., CCM 
HEYNOl.l)S, R:trmond W., WT lc 
lrnNTZ, J ohn F.1 CCM 
STENC:EI., \Villi:1 m N., !\F31: 
HAW, J nmc~ A., MoMM Ir 
Hl l.L, l.,.,.,. T.

1 
Sic 

SMITH, Clnm1cc H., Ylc 
MALINOSKI, John I'., CEM 
YINGLI NG, Harold E., CMJc 
17ER l{A RI NI, Edmund, .MM2c 
SAIPHEH, Herman I:'.. , SKJc 
SMITH, lamc;s 1-1., MMJc 
l.l'NCI-( Chnrlcs J ., SFlc 
S;\11 ITH, Bi:nnic L .. , l' tTlc 
MORF.LAND, lfo lll.'rt W., Sic 
RIFFF.Y Kirb A., CMlc 
SPOTTF.N, Stephen C., .\ li\fS.k 
.'\I.LE Arlin \\'. ,CM le 
GR£Rf.:'t , Harold H., !\loMMlc 
BREE:'ll, J ohn \\"., S K le 
El>WARUS, lfofus L., C,\IMS 
GOODWI:\!, Robert B., C?.ll c 
THOMAS, Samud I'., i\ li\12c 
KAOl ~C'..i, £nrl ~\"., MM2c 
COBLE, vlcnn E .• SF'2c 
RIGHTMIRF., l<rnnk, CM!e 
SOHRWEIO, L:1wri:nCl· F:., i\ l!\ lk 
MOORE, J ohn, SF2c 
MUSSE1TER, H. R., Jr., i\ IJr 
P1£HCF., Joe C., EM le 
W l'IT, Morris R., EM2r 

/Hi 

Till 11EX-AlUMN/ 11 

i\ IE!\" TR.-\:"1SF£RRED FROM THE ill-'IT 
Dair 

15 Dec. 1943 
12 Jan. 1944 
12 Jan. 1944 
24 Jan. l<J44 
2 Ft"b. 1944 
2 Feb. 1944 
2 Fl'b. 19+! 
7 Feb. 19+! 
8 F.,b. 1944 
II Feb. 1944 
16 Feb. 194-l 
16 Feb. 1944 
18 f.C'b . 1944 
18 Feb. 1944 
Ill Feb. 1944 
24 Pcb. 1944 
2 ~ l.i rc:h 1944 
6 i\b rc:h 1944 
7 Mnrc:h 1944 
8 M~rd1 1944 
10 M:urch 1944 
15 Matrch 1944 
15 M:11rch 1944 
15 March 1914 
15t\larch 1944 
20 M:11:ch 1944 
'.!'!:\larch 1944 
'2:) l\forch 19+! 
28 Mn1rch 19-H 
9 Mav 19-H 
<1 jun'c l<J-H 
8 }Ulll' 19-H 
28 Julr 1944 
13 Aug. 19-H 
21 Aug. 19H 
21 :\ u!r. I 9-H 
2 Sl.'111~ 19-H 
16 Oct. 1944 
3 =-:ov. l'J-H 
I :\01-. 194-i 
I Dec. 19-H 
l Dec. 1944 
13 O<'c. 19H 
J J nn. 1945 
3 Jan. 1945 
3 Jan. 1945 
J J11n. 1945 
(1 Jnn. \Q45 
16 J an .. 19-1-5 
2 Feb. 1945 
R Feb, 1945 
9 Feb. 1945 
23 Feb. 1945 
12 M :wrh 1945 
2 1 March 1945 
5 .'\pril 1945 
19 .'\pril 1945 
27 April 1945 
4 i\foy 1945 
4 :\<lay 1945 
15 i\l ai.· 1945 
18 May 1945 
5 June 1945 
7 June: 1945 
S Jun.: 1945 
19 Juno;: 1945 
27 June IY45 
13 julr 1945 
13 Julr 1945 
4 Aug. 1945 
4 .-\ug. 1945 
8 Aug. 1945 
H .-\ug. 1945 
II! Aug. 1945 
18 .-\ug. 1945 
ll:!Aug-. 1945 
18 .-\ug. 1945 

To 
U.S. Xa1•nl Ho~pital, Pens:1cola, Floridn 
U.S. X:ll"nl Hospital, Ptn~acol :i, Florid~ 
U.S. :'\:irnl Hospiml, Pen5:1cola, Florida 
Cn.snnl Detnchmcnt ~o. !'!34 
U.S. Xnval Hospital, Pens:1cola, Florida 
U.S. ::-lnval Hospirnl. Pensacola, Florida 
U.S. Xa,.111 Hospit:il, Pensacola. Florida 
CBMU :-\o. 57.> 
\ '.11 Trninin;, Camp Pe:tr)· 
Discharged 
U.S. '.'\aval Hospital, Pcns;icola, Florida 
Station Force, :\ B D, Gulrport, Miss. 
Stntion Force, :\BO, Gulfporr, Yf iss. 
Station Force, .~BO, Gulfport, :Miss. 
Srnrion Fnrcc, .-\Bl), Ciulrµort, Miss. 
U.S. X:wnl Hospittl l, Lon~ Beach, Cali(. 
.-\BO, Port Hurnc.-n11:, Caltfornin 
.'\'BO, Porr Hu<.:ncme, California 
ABO, Port Hueneme, Cnlifornia 
ABO, Port H11~ncrni:, Californi r1 
ABO, Pon Hucm•mi:. California 
U.S. :-.':1val Ho~pirnl, Comnn, Cnli(. 
(1,S. )\nval Hu~1)ital, Corona, C11li (. 
ABO, Porr Hucnenil.', California 
:\BD Port Hucncm<-. California 
CBHb, Camp Park<, California 
Al30, Porr Hucncm:. C:tli(ornia 
:\BD, Porr I lu<·n••fllc, Cnlifornia 
.~BD, Port Hu1:ncnu:, C:1liforni:1 
:-.':ll'nl Ba~c Ho<pical '\o. 11, ,\ lunda 
:'\av:il Rn c llospit:il :'\o. 11, ~lunda 
:'\aval Basl· Hoi;picnl :"o. 11, i\ lunda _ 
~nvnl B:tsc.' Ho,picul :'\o. 11, :\lunda, (D~cc:iscd 8/ 1 ) 
~av:il Bn.~c Hospital ~o. 11, i\ lundrt 
47rh LIS:\ Cun<rrucrion Ba11:1lion 
)i:11·al Base Hwrirnl '\o. II, i\ lund:i 
l l.S .. '\ . (F.mcrgc:nq I.caw) 
'\nvnl Ba•c Ho~pi tal ~o. 11 , i\l unda 
:'\:1val Bas..- Hospirnl :-O:o. 11, i\lund:t 
li.S .. -\ . (Emc:rgcnc~· 1.~nvc) 
:"aval Ba~c Ho•pital ~o. 11 , Munda 
:'\:iv:tl Bn~c Hospi1:1I "io. 11, ~l unda 
L'.S.A. (EmcrucnC)" l.l.'111•c) 
:'\aval Ba~.: Hospirnl ~o. 11 , ~lunda 
Xnvnl Bnsc l los1)iral :-lo. l l , l\ lunda 
:-\;1val B:tSl" Hospi ml !\o. 11, Munda 
;..lnval Basl' Ho~pi t al No. 11 , Mt1nd:1 
)fovi1l B11sc Hos1,irnl >lo. I I, Munda 
:\!av:il Bnsl.' 1-lospitnl l'o. 11 , ~1und:t 
~nva l Bas.: Hospital No. 11 , :\lund:t 
U.S.A. (Emcrgc:nc)' I.cave) 
U.S.A.- Nav:d Acadi:nl)' Prep School 
Subnrdinacc Comd, i 1h Fleer, 1\1l:1nus 
Nnval Buse Hospirnl No. 15, Manus 
Naval Bn~c Hospi tal No. 15, Manus ( Dl"ccascd)/ 21) 
N11 val Hospirnl No. 15, Manu~ 
:\BCD, i\l nnus . 
~aval Bas.: Hospirnl :-.lo. 15, Manus 
U.S.A. (Emergency Lcavl-) 
t:.S.A. (Emcq;cnc\0 I .cnvl") 
U.S.A. (Dischargcj 
U.S.A. (F.mcrg1:ncy L.::tv(') 
U.S.A. ( Disch :~ljlc). 
U.S .. :\. (Rchnh1ht:H1on l.l.'avi:) 
::-::wal Base Hospiml ;-:fl. 15, i.\lanus 
U.S.:\. (Di~charge) 
U.S .. -\. (Di,ch:il'\l.-) 

.S.A. ( Rl'h:tbili t:i tion 1..:nw) 
U.S.A. (Hchabili t:ition Lc:lvc) 
Nnvnl B:1sc Ho~piml :Sn. 15, :\!anus 
Nnvul Buse l-lospiml :So. 15, i\lanus 
::-laval Ba~I.' llospitnl :So. 15, i\ lnnus 
U.S .. '\. ( Flight ·1 raining) 
CBMU Nn. <.o<J 
CBM U '.'\o. <l(l'J 
C BM U No. 609 
CBM U No. liOCJ 



REPRESENTATION B't. ST:\TES 

New )"ork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
Pennsylvan ia .............. .. ......... 21 
Massachusetts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 5 
O klahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
1' exas . . . .............. . ...... . ....... I 2 
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 2 
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 1 
Ohio .. .... .. .. .. . . . ..... ...... ... .... 11 
\'\'ashington ... . .. ...... . .. ... .. ... .. . 10 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Missou ri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
West Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
New Jersey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Orego n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Florida .... . ........ .. ......... ....... 5 
Iowa . . .......... · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · 
Alabama ............................ . 
Arkansas . . ........ . ......... . ...... · · 
Louisi ana . .......................... . 
T e nnessee . . ........ .......... · .. · · · · · 
Con necticut . ........................ . 
Georgia ... . .. ... ......... • ........... 
\\' yom i ng . ............ . ............. . 
Idaho .. ............... ... . .. . · ..... ·. 
Ken tucky . ..... .. .. .... ...... ...... •. 
Mary land .... . .. ................... · · 
New H ampshire .. .. • ... . ...... . ..... . . 
Sou th Carolina .. ..... ......... . ...... , 
R hode Isl and ... ... . . ... . ... .. ....... . 
:VI 011ra11 a .........•. • ....• . •.•........ 

Wisconsin ..... . ... . • ... . .... . ........ 
'.\lew Mexico ......... • . ..•........•... 
:\rizona .. .... ....... ... ........ · ... · · 
'.\febraska ............................ . 
South Dakota ...................... .. . 

5 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
J 
J 
J 
~ ., 
1 

1 

REPRESF.~L\TION BY AG ES 
No. 

. ..fge ,\,/m 
19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
20 .......... .. ..... . ................. 23 
21 . .. . . . . ........ . .................. . 16 
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
23 ......... . . . .. . ....... .. ..... . .... . 10 
24 .. . . ...... . .. ...................... 14 
25 .. .. . . ....... . .. . .. ........ . .. ..... 20 
16 ....... . ... . ... ............... . .... 15 
27 . ... .... ....... .............. . .. ... 11 
28 ................................... 11 
19 ........ ... ........................ 11 
30 .. .. . .. .. . ........ ............... .. 11 
3 1 ... . . ... . ....... ................... 15 
32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
33 . ..... ... ....... .................. . 
34 . .. .. .. . .. ........................ . 
35 .. ..... ... . ....................... . 
36 .. . .. ....... ... . .................. . 
37 ........................... ....... . 
38 ... . ... . ..... . ... . ... ..... ........ . 
39 .... . .......... . ... • ....... .. ...... 
40 ............ . .... . ......... ' ... ... . 
41 . . ... ....................... • .... . . 
42 ....... . ... . . . ... . ..... . .......... . 
44 
45 
46 . .. . . . .. ... ............... . ....... . 
49 ............. .. ................... . 

Ym1nges t man-
J oseph Luran c- :-\ug. 21, 1926 

Ol<lesr man-
\Ym. R. Shaughnessy- Sept . 13 , I 8S'6 

.-\ verage age, all men- 29.5 years 

9 
9 
8 
4 
6 
I 

9 
1 
.., 
.) 

J 
1 

>'.7 
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