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Albert Ray Barbec was born in Tuttle, Oklshoma, on November 12,
1917, the son of Mrs. Maude Baggett Barbee and the late Albert Ray
Barbee, - Hc was graduated from Central Hlgh School in Okklahoma CLty
in 1935, and entered the U, S, Naval Academy on July 16, 1925, As a
Midshipman he was o member of the Boxlng team for four years, Gradu-
ated and commissioned Ensign on June 1, 1939, he gubsequently advanced
to the rank of Commander, his date of rank July 1, 194kg,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1939, he was firs’
asslgned to the USS PHOENIX, operating with Cruiser Division 9, Bat-
tle Force, Three months later he was detached for duty in connectlon
with fitting out the US3 BREESE (DM 18), which he joined at her com-
missioning, on Scptember 25, 1939, He remained aboard the BREESH -
until early 1942, being at Peoarl Harbor during the Japanese attack on
December 7, 1941, when the BREESE destroyed one of the first attock-
ing Japanesc plancs and helped to sink & midget submarinec,

e had flight training at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola,
¥lorida, and was designated Naval Aviator on June 26, 1942, After
Purther instruction at the Naval Air Station, Miami, Floride, he had
bricf duty during January and Fcbruary 1943, with Advance Carricr
Praining Group, Paciflc; Carrier oualification Unit, 8an Diego, Cali-
fornia; and Fleet Air, West Coast, ¥Ye was then assigned to Bscort
Scouting Sguadron 4, in‘which he served until June 1943,

Tpanaforring to Composzite Squadron 38, he had gix months' servict
as a pilot of that sguadron and was awvarded the Air Medal and Gold
Stars in licu of the Sccond and Third Air Medal for meritorious
achievement in aerial flight from September 1% to December 16, 1943,
while participating in numcerous atrikes in the Solomon Ilslands area,
ineludlng major bombilng attacks against Japanese broop concentrations,
gupply arces, airficlds, and othecr shore installations,

. Dotached from duty with Composite Squadron %83, he served on the
staff of Commander, Fleet Alr Commond, douth Pacific, from January to
November 1944, In December he reported to Training Command, Amphibi-
ous Forces, Pacifie, and was assigned to the Air Support Unit of that
command, with which he remalned until April 1046, He returned to the
United States, and during tho ropninder of the year had successlve:

duty as an instructor at the Naval Air Station, Hutchinson, Kansas,

and the Naval Air Auxiliary Station, Whiting Field, Pensacola, Florid:

After six months! instruction in photography at the Naval Alir-
Pochnical Training Center, Pensacola, he reported to Photographlc
Squadron ONE at the Naval Air Auxiliary Station, Miramar, -San Dlego,
California, for duty until September 1948, He next served with Pa~-
trol Sguadron 61, and in January 1950 reported to the Aly Force Alr
University, Maxwell Alr Force Base, Alabams, and completed the Alr
and Staff Command Course in June of that year,

~ Ordercd to the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Departmoent, he serve
for a year as Chalrman of the Joint Technical Alr Support Board, On
September 27, 1951, he reported for duty at Pope Alr Force Base, Fort
Bragg, Worth Cyrolina,
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Tn addition to the Air Medal with two Gold Stars, Commander
Barbec has the Amorican Defensé Service Medal, Flect Clasp; the
American Campaign Mcdal; the Aglatic-Pacific Campalgn Mcdal;
and the World Wapr II Victory Medal.
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