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This book in years to come should serve as a reminder of the great bond of friendship and personal association that
were such vital factors in the accowplishments of our Brigade. The work of the 6th Brigade on Tinian wes unique in that
the magnitude of seversl major projects dictated a close harmony and & smoothly coordinated activity of many men from
seversl Battalions and even from a group of Regiments in the round-the-clock field associations., Realisation of the
timely completion of two of the largest airfields and one of the best small harbors in the Pacific attested the splendid
character of that perfect teamwork, It is my belief and faith that these bonda and associations will continue long
after the 6th Brigade 1s inactivated,

The acoomplishment of the impossible in such important projects for the mupport of the long renge bombers is a great
tribute to the integrity, the industry, and the umselfishness of every officer and man of this construction unit, REach
and every man should and does take more than ordinary pride in his direct contribution to the war effort. When you
return to your normal peacetime occupation, thers is no doubt that the examples manifested by your Tinian performances
will sesist in making the world s better place and you may honestly feel that your personsl sscrifices have had a defi-
nite influence on the early termination of the war,

It is an excellent opportunity to express the appreciation of the 6th Brigade for the constant inspiration given us
by our Chief, Vice Admiral Ben Moreell, (CEC), USN, and for the cheerful and forceful leadership of his representative
in the Pacific, Rear Admirel C. H. Cotter, (CEC), USN, Without this support success would not have been possible, May
I offer to all my sincere and hearty congratulations on a enviable record and on a mission well dome. My affiliations
with the men of the 6th Brigade will always be held as one of the highlights of my experiences.

Brigsde Commander



TASK ON TINIFIN
e tlored
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They sat aroumd a conference table in Washing-
4on --- or 1t may have been Cairo or Teheren ---
and they atudied the maps and the charts,

"From here," somebody said, "we'can resch the
heart of Japan, With air bases herse, we can break
the back of Japap's war Industries, wa can take
the waer to the peoples who started it.

Then he added thoughtfully: "With bases here -
ma can shorten the war,”

Hie finger pointed at a cluster of tiny islands
15 hundred miles from Tokyo---the Marianas. And
he particularly indicated three of those ialands:
Guam, Saipan-~-and Tinian.

Guam, the largest, had been wrested frem uu by
Japen in the early days of the war. Saipan hed
long been a key 4island for Jepan in botl =&
military and a2 commerclal way. From it, Japan
controlled vast aress of her 1ll-gottem South 3eas
eszpire,

But for uas, Tinian was to play the gres-est
part, grester than -either of the others, as an air
base for dealing immediste death snd destruction
to the Japansse home islands, phere it would hurt

ind that is why, assveral montha after the
deeision was mede, the Seabees came to Tinian,

On the morning of July 24, 1944, United States
Merines hit the beschea of Tinian under a terrific
serial and nsval bombardment, snd with the Marines
were Seabees of specielly trained sssault pstrola,

Seabess started their task on Tinian early, In
the first three days of the sttsck on the island,
15 hundrad Sesbeas stormed sahore, Later, this
number grew to a pesk of 15 thoussnd.

FProm the very beginning, the job of transforming
this island of cane fields apd banans trees=--and
Jap pillboxes----inte the mighti=at American
eilitary sir bsse has been sn all-Sesheg iob, All
major construction, from start to Tinish, has been
sccomplished by Seabees of the Sixth U, 5. Naval
Conatruction Brigade, commanded by =& veteran
career man of the Ravy's Civil Enginesr Corpa---
Commodore Paul J, Helloran,

The principal Seabee task on Tinlan was to
build super airfields for those super airplanes,
the B29'g---a 1ot of fields, in a hurry

The plateaus and gentile hills of the tiny
island (38 pquare miles) made 1t & "natural" for
An air base, Writing in the December 23, 1944,
issue of the Saturday Evening Post, John Bishop
wound up his story on the Battle of Tinian
describing this island as "the finest potential

air base in the Central Pacifie."

Two days hbefore Mr, Bishop's words appesred,
Sesbses alrsady had transformed the "potential®
into reality in a big way. On December 21, three
glant B29 Superforts swept down from & clear Ylue
Pacific eky end landed on the first completed
8,500-Toot mmway---the first of many such strips
and the first of many such planes to make their
appearance here. That initial Superfort strin was
complated with typical Seabee speed---11 full days
ghead of schedulea,

Though it waa the first "super™ strip, that waa
not tha Tirat landing strip comnleted by Sesabees
on Tinian., At 7 a.m, on July 27, 1944, thres daya
after the first essault waves hit the island,
orders came from Saipan to repair the just-captured
Jap airfield at Ughi Polipt for the evacuetion of
woundgd, A sudden atorm prevented the removal of
casualties by sea aa planned. The fisld then was
sp full of bomb ¢raters & Piper Cub could not have
lended thera, With only eight trucks, nine bull-
dezera and two tandem rollers, augmented by hastily
repeired Jap equipment, the Seebees had the fleld
ready for the first plane less than 24 hours after
the repair order was given. Thres hundred wounded
men were removed by C-47 transport plenes that
first day. Evacuation by air continued wuntil
August 19,

The first "all-American” mmway built on the
fsland wes started September 25 and put intc wuese
after only 45 days and nights of around-the-clock
operastiona, Six thousand feet 1long, 1t involyved
the moving of a million cuble yerds of coral and
was built primarily for Nevy patrol bombers and
fighter planes,

At this writinz, one year after the first Amer-
fcan troops set foot on Tinian, the ialand's de-
velopment a8 an airport strains vour imaginstion---
éven when you see it, It is larger then Mayor
LaGuardia's proposed Idlewild field on Long Island,
which Fortune mapazina (issue of April, 1945) stys
will be tha "hippest airport in the world" in 1947,
The 1ittle Flower will have to expand his plana, or
else turn a couple of hundred Seahees lcose on the
project, if he wants to meke pood the claim-bacause
Tinian's fecilities now surpass Idlewild's expac-
tations of two years in the future,

Tinien'e sirport 4s split into two parts,
known simply and undramatically as North Field and
West Field. One section alone exceeds Idlewild.
Together they more than double the Long Island
drean,

Lock at these comparisons:

Length of runways Width of

end taxiwaya unways
Idlewild 14.5 mi. 300 ft,
Tinian North 19,9 ml, 500 ft,
Tinian West 19.2 mi. 425 5. to

500 ft.

Taxiways of the New York and Tinian fislds are
the same width---100 feet,

Thebretically, planes will he able to land and
take off at the Idlewild field st the rate of 360
and hour---six svery minute. On the same theorat-
ical besis, planes cen land and take off at Tinien
at the rate of 4BO an hour---eipght every minute,

The Sesbeea had to blast, haul, shove around
end pack down & lot of ecoral to build strips of
such gigantic sige, Almoet overnight they mowéd
down hills that happened to be in the way, and
carved young "grand ocanyons"---coral pits---all
over the island, Dull booma reverberated conatent-
ly as cordl was blested in more then a score of
gquarries &nd on the airdrome site itmelf, Tinlan
cordl, hard but porous, required the placing of
dynamite charges close together, The quake-and-
quiver boys on wagon drills and jack hammers drill-
ed as many as 12,000 holes to plece thet many
charges of dynamit.e for a single blast,

Cuts on the sirstrip esites required tha muving
of 3,827,800 cubic yards of coral, Fills required
another 8,087,400 cuble yards, The total---
11,915,200 cubic yards of coral---is squal in ybl=-
ume to more than three Boulder Dams.

If used for rosd building, the coral would be
the squivalent of & two-lane finished egrth high-
way from Hew York City to Cleveland, Ohie.

Asphalt surfscing (6,790,000 squers yards) is
enough to pave a highwey from Boston, Massachusetts
to Washington, D. C.

In Camp Chura, whers they are interned, the
island's Japanese civillans got an idesa of what
wes going on, The speed with which the BSesbees
changed the face of the d4island amazed them, so
great was the contrast to Japanese construction
methods, which relied more on slow hand laebor than
on machines.

Even some of the Tokyo-bred Jap civilians, whoss
stubborn Insistence that the Nipponese would re-
take Tinian hung on & long time, finally admitted
the Americans would keep the 1sland and, maybe,
win the war., "Big scoops" they gave as the reason
for the American superiority, meaning the glant
carry-alls, the {lest of trucks, the bulldozers,
the power shavals, and all thé other Seabee con-



struction equipment,

At the peak of the construction, "big scoopa”
in use included 450 trucks, 55 power shovels, 50
power graders, 125 giant carry-alls or “pans, *
150 trectors and bulldosers, 75 wegon drills, 12
well-drilling rige and 120 air-cospressors,

Though it seesed an amasing smount of equip -
ment to Japanese eyes, it really was not emough.
To get the job done, and dope om time, the Ssebeea
bad to make svery truck, every bulldoser, work to
the 1imit of its ocapscity---and beyond, Marston
mats wers used to build truck sides higher, so
they would bold =more coral, Machine shops were
sot up -alongside the runways, to make repairs
immedistely, Tire men battled the most persist-
ent osuse of breakdowna---tire trouble, csused by
the jagged coral, which cut heavy duty treeds to
shreds, As & preventive measure, they rigged a
device oconsisting of an endless stesl osbls to
knook out rocks caught between dual tires, with-
out stopping the truck,

Dey ard night the endless stream of trucks
shuttled at high speed Detwesn coral pits and rum-
wye on gpecial *haul roads,” guarded by bronsed
Seabees wearing the °SP® ars bands of Shore Pairol
sathority, And woe to the man, no satter whst his
™te or rank, who torned on to & haul road when he
didn't belong there,

One moming two Negro mesbers of an Army port
battalion, driving a truck for another purpose,
inadvertently turped on to & haul road frem an ocut
of the way lans. They tried to turm off when they
discoversed their error, but to the SP's a truck

goliaths of the air and "adopted" their crews,

Every Seabes ocutfit on the island had its insigne

"CB-29." Crews ate and prectically lived with

the rugged, genial builders. Acqueintances ripensd
into geouins friendship.

At the commissioning of sach strip as many

Seabess ap possible were included in the first take

"kinfolk® of the Army, twe., Coocpsration between
the servicss om this island has been & 1living,
husan reality.

B-29's were flying from Tinien long before
sxistence of the base was officlally announoed
Then, the announcement ocase at the time of the
bloody Iwo invesion and did not ereate much of &
publioc stir, BEven now, the phrase in the commmi-
ques, "Mirisnaps based,” stil)l pseems to mean
Saipan and Goam to many resders and to some State-
side sditors. But the Seabee-tmilt base on Tiniam,
the biggest airport 4n the world, is by far the
sost important springboard for the devestating sir
blits which already ham wipad cut eity after oity
on ths Japansse homelsnd,

When you build & airdross of the megnitode of
Tinian's, you heve to do more them level off & few
mitlion yards of ocorel for lsnding fialds., You
bave to btuild everything else that goss with the
landing fields, toe,

Boub dmeps, for instance-——to store the lethal
stuff the B-29's drop om Japan, Sesbess tuilt
facilitiss for storing many thousands tons of
troubls for Tokyo,

And tank farmp---to store the juice that rms
the plenes. Beabees built gescline and oil storege
tanks to hold millions of gallons, and the pipe
lires required for transferring the fuel from one
arsa to another,

At the airfields themselves, 942 separats struo-
tures were tuilt--control towers, gun towers,
quonset huts, warshouses. In addition, living
quartsrs for thousands of garrisco and air ocorps
personnal were erected----plus chapels, galleys,
wsss halls, heads, and all the other buildings
military camps require.

Hospitals for both the Army and Navy, with &
oapacity of 7,000 beds, were built,

Seabees dug 39 wells, now producing 1,400,000
gallons of fresh water daily. A sewage system with
50 miles of pipes now is under constructiom,

Beventy miles of corel rosds, 20 fest wide, have

been constructed,of which 15 miles consist of dual-
strip, four-lane super highways. The main roads
ure getting en asphalt top. (Wew Yorkers have an
sary tise finding their way arownd Tinian,
Commodore Hallorsn named all the roads after
streots of Manhattsn).

To provide surfacing for the rumways and roads,
Seabess built two asphalt plants, with a eapacity
of 3,400 tons a day.

One battalion salveged

supply electric power for several
mite on the island, An all-island plent of 6,000
kilowatt ospacity 1s to be erected, -
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oivil affairs offiocer, a Sesbee detachment provided
the firet food and shelter for csptured Japanese
snd Koresn eivilisns and helped set up Camp Churo,
now housing over 11,000 men, women, end children,

The largest single Job cutszide the actual air-
fisld eonstruotion, a major project which required
as mmch steal ms 10 destroyers, is still clothed in
zilitary seorecy.

Ap the wort important work was firished, the
Beabsss turned their bulldosers and akill to making
the island "oivilised." PFifty theaters now show
nightly wovies or stage perforsances., "Flay balll®
riogs from & soors of dismonds, Volley ball and
basketball oourts abound, soms of them lighted for
night gases. DBronsed men play on & dosen or more
teonis courts, mnd swim st four wmupervised bathing
beaches. Thers are Iive boxing rings, and ssversl
msall but completely equipped gymnasiums for indi-
vidual exerciss. 4nd there are mine "hobby lobby"
shops, equipped with lathes,drills and other tools;
for & good seny Seabses, 1ike the proverbial post-
man, make their work thedr play.

marks of Ameriomn civilisation.

Ask any BSeabes what outfit be's in and he'll
give you the zmumber of hia battalion. This is the

basic unit of Seabss organisation. Frequently a
constroction outfit on

Construotion
ions, one Special (Stevedore) Battalion, and ome
detachmen

units, to keep everybody's eye on the main goal
was the job of Comsodore Halloren and his staff,



To break down the adniniatrative function further,
first one Construction Regiment was eastablished---
the 29th, with Commander Marvin Y. Neely es officer
in charge. Then another regiment, the 30th, was
get up, with Commander Jonathan P, Falconer as
officer in charge. Later, a third regiment, the
49th, was eatahlished, with Commander Thomas H.
Jones as officer in charge.

For years after the war, at veterans' meetings
and improeptu bar-room "conventions," the Seasbeez
who were on Tinian will argue long &nd loud sbout
which outfit did what. In fact, the argucents
already have started.

The truth is that all battalions and sl] units
did gverything., In all its sultifaricus rphases,
the Seabeo task on Tinian was handled by the
Commodore and his administrative staff as one big
job. Equipment of all the units was pooled. Men
of all units, too, were considered as being one
body of highly skilled American craftsmen. Equip-
ment and men were thrown into whatever phase of the
job they were needed most---much as a combat com-
mander throws tanks, guns and men into the 1line.

For Seabees, the battle was against the most re-
lentless of all enemies---Time. To be wsure, they
fought the physical enemy, too: the first GSeabaes
on the island felt the fury of Jap grenades and
ghellfire; nearly all knew the crack of bullets
from snipers hidden in caves and cane fislds, and
the danger of death raining from the skiss, But
the biggest enemy was intangible---Tima. Original
deadlines were '"impossible." Then thess wars
shortened. Then the cunstruction progran was
expanded---and dates for completion set gstill
closer,

But the Sesbees met---and beat---all the dead-
1ines, The first B-29 landed less than five montha
after the first Seabees hit the island with the
attacking Marines. The last Superfort strip. was
"christened®---by bombers roaring off to Japan---
on May 5, this year, Along with the major dead-
lines, a thoisand minor but important goala wers
reached on time---or shead of time. A new camp for
airsen had to be met up on 24 hours notice, A
stretch of road had to be built overnight., KNew
bosb revetments had to be prepared in s hurry, to
handle the cargo of a ship coming into the harbor.
So it went, with each day bringing new demands
and resulting in new achievements.

With justified satisfaction, the Seabees have
watched their great lebors on Tinian pay off in a
big way, as the meass Superfort raids on Japan have
risen in ever-increasing tempo and fury. The
Sesbees have made the prophecies of the men arownd
the conference table -some true.

Planes flying from this base have broken the
back of Japan's war industries, The bittarmess of
war has been taken to the very homes of the people
who started 1t.

THE END

EDITORS NOTE:

Aas the task of the Seabecs on Tinisn neared ~om-
pletion, Commodore HEalloran, with a skeleton staff
consisting of Commander G. GCans, Commander J. Fal-
coner, Commander T. Jones, Commander J. Beville and
Lieutenant Commander E, Grable left for Fearl Har-
Bor on 5 July, 1945, to plan for the next opera-
tion of the Brigede, which at that time had been
easpigned to it. later, Cosmander T. J. White with
the remaining officers of the Erigade Plemning
Staff followed. Subsequently, Cosmodore Halloran
was designated as Commander of Naval Constructicn
Troops for this proposed pew operation, the scale
and tempo of which gewe promise of reaching re-
cord proportions, Comsander Neely was given addi-
tional duty as Acting Officer-in-Charge of ths
Brigade, with Lieutenant W. Pinkerton, as Acting
Executive Officer.

Mearwhile, the Seabees of the Sixtk Brigade con-
tinved to do the Job assigned them, On 15 August,
1945, after weveral anxious days of listening tc
the latest newscante, the newe for which we were all
walting was announced--The Rising Sun Had Sete-
THE JAPS HAD SURRENDERED! Though we all celebrat-
ed, each in his own individusl way, we realized

that there was stil) & job to be done on Tinianend
we oontinued cur task--completing all of the ae-
signed construction which provides full facilities
for cperstions on the Island including che tremen-
dous airfield Installatione, with *he .ace.aary fu-
el storsper and smmuiition dumps; a fine protected
harber with steel pile cellular breskwater; paved
roade; vater supply syslem; and a central slsctrl-
cxl power inatallation,

Follewing the surrepder of Japen, we were infors-
ad that the contemplated new operation #r the Bri-
#rdo wes cancelled and that (other than the 38th
Battalion which was assigned duty with the occupe-
tion forces) the Brigade, Regimenta and Battelioms,
with all the assigned construction completed, as
of Septesber 25, 1945, were to prepare for inacti-
watioo,

Por Lle officers and men of the Sixth U, S, Bevnl
Conplruction Brigade and of the 29th, 30th, & 49th
Reglnsnts-«the hoadgurtars "family"=--thin booklet
hes bean prepared ae a persopal souvenir, a remind
er for the years to come of friends and events,and
of the part each played in building the biggeat
airport in the world, in accomplishing the SeaBee
Task on Tinian,




Ow Skipper, Cosmodore FPaul J, Ballorsn, CEC,
was the original Commanding Officer of the Sixth
U, S. Naval Construction Brigade uwpon 1its activa-
tion, With him, be brought a record of an officer
bhaving thorough Imowledge and prectical experience
as a construotion engineer, and a long record of
successful achievement in the Nxvy.

Commodore Halloran was born in Massachusetts, in
1898, subsequently all his prisary education was
bad in New York schools. In 1919, be graduated from
CE Thayer School of Engineering, at Dartmouth, with
a B, S, degree. After his greduation, he held the
following. positions successively-structural drafts-
san for Westinghouse Church Xerr & Company; design-
or for Dwight P. Robinson; and Apsistant Chief De-
sigoner and Field Superintendent for Stanfard 011
Compsny of New York,

In 1921, Commodore EHalloran entersd the Nawval
service as a Lieutemant (J.g.), CEC. Progresaing
through each renk, our Skipper climbed the ladder
to Commodore, to which he was advanced on April 3,
1945.

His assignments in the Navy included duty as
Public Works Officer at the following stations:
Paris Island, Bouth Carolina; Qoantico, Virginis;
Tutuila, Samoa, and, at Nawval Operating Base New-
port, Rhode Island, He was also Contract Superin-
tendent at Great Lakes, I1linois, end, later, at
the Norfolk Navy Yamd, and in addition served in
the Hepublic of Haiti as Depertmsent Engineer., In
the Navy Yards at Charleston, South Caroclina, and,
later, at New York, he bheld the post of Project
Buperintendent, In 1943 to 1944, he mas Officer-

"for sxceptiopally meritoricus conduct” snd - the

acoomplishment of the Tinian constructiom.

Other honors received by Commodire Hallorsm are
the Wason Medal, awarded him im 1943 by the Ameri-
can Conerete Imstitute for his cutstanding contri-
bution to concrets research; and the Haitisn Pres-
idential Citation, "Nerite et Homneir, Grade de
Chevalier®, presented to him by the Republic of
Haiti. He was also admitted to the Sasoa Bullders

~ PRUL J HARLLORAN
COMMODORE C.E.C. U.S.N.

Then our Skipper was advanced t- re, en=
listed men as well as officers of © crwand cele=-
brated the occasion at Brigade Headquarters and the
Island Commander, Brigadier Genersl Frederick V. H.
Kisble, USA, pinned the coveted silver star on him,

Football, basketball and gymmastics, including a
geily workout on his punching bag, are favorites of
our Comsander. Wood carving is his featured hobby
and be is, also, such interested in the design and
development of home craftsman power tools, He is a
movie fan as well as an amateur ocsmeraman amdoften
he can be seen "shooting” some Seabee comstructiom
or some of the island's natural lovliness.

Commodore Hellorsn's wife, Catherine, his sons,
Richard and David, aged 15 and 13 ysars respective-
1y, and his 11 ysar old daughter, Joan, await his
return at 25 Pell Street, Newport, Rhode Island.

The outstanding accomplishment of the extensive
construction program st Tinian has been largely
due to the forceful, oapable leadership and experi-
enced engineering guidance of ths Commodore and
marks the climax of the career, to date, of asuc-
cessful Naval Civil Engineer Corps officer.
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n=Charge
The originel members of the Regimental Staff,
and incidentally, who are still with us, sre: Com-
mander M, Y. Neely, our Skipper, Lieutemant Com-
gander J. B, Barrmell, our Exscutive Officer, and
Lisutepant J. J. Newman (of the Brigads) our Engi-
peoring Operations Officer, During the year we

States for reassignsent, Ensign A. Knutsonm, who
gorved as Assistant Operationa Officer until l» was
recalled to his Battalion, and Lisutemant (J.g.)
W, Wostin and Chief Carpentar D. Erackney who were
sssigned to the Operations Department for s fow
months, but since bave been reessigned. Recently,
Lisutenant P. 0'Donnel, Construotion Operations
Officer (on temporary duty with us) and Lisutepant
(J. g.) G. Prothero, Preventative Maintenanoe Offi-
cor, Teported aboerd, The enlisted personnel (all
on temporary duty) imclude L. Eberhard, CY, K.
C. Streibig, CY, L. Willisms, Y3c, and E. Logan,
¥2¢, who handle the paper work; P. Levy, CSF, who
does the procuring and J, Seward, CCM, who worksin
Opsrations, H. Unland, B3¢, and J, Sherman, Ci2e,
wore assigned to us until recently.

Our first Regimental office mas located on a
spot which has since been transformed into the
largest airfield in the world, We remained there
Put & short time and then piled ocur gear and re-
cords onto a truck and took offf for our second
location in the (1d Island Command area. Hers,
Commander Neely, ILisutenant Commander Barmwell and
Chief Streibig beld down the fort during the days
of field talepbonss, mosquitoes, flies, fisld re-
tions, air raids, reins and terrific beat. Our
third move was to the "littls Jap bouse®™ whers we
both lived and worked; we rather enjoyed the priva-
oy of the house, and the garden with the papays and
, and were amused at the cows,
i who alwmys returned "home” to us

their day's activity. Comsander Neely, who
invariably would busp his head om the low parti-
tions of the house, was the least reluctant tomove
to our present office in the Brigade ares, where we
been situated for almost eight months,
Begiment first sssumed operatiomsl comtrol
f401d of its battalions on 3 August, 1944,
t thres- battalions had landed, and du~
following three monthes we sdded cne  full
two special tmttalions (later merged
). From the very first, our Regiment was
lead in waterfront work, camp ocon-
tion public works, although we have also
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been ealled wupon to divert large portions of our
heavy eoquipment and practically all of owr dump
trucks to the airfields. Ife constructed all tem-
porary barbor facilities consisting of a cellular
breakwater and marginal whairf and plers. Our bat-
talions have constructed about 75 camps, 2 hospitas
and are working on 5 more, have been responsitie
for all construction work to date for the Military
Goverrsemt Camp contalning over 10,000 civilians,
have dismntled five 200 fwet radio toweras for
future use, and have provided skilled personnel for
dismantling the old sugar |mill, During the year
we built storage for Avgas, MNogas, and Diepd fuel
and laid over 25 miles of min pipe line, From
the development of existing wells and drilliyg of new

ones, we have developed & water supply system of
1,500,000 gallons per day capacity. Our battalions
also constructed the Naval Supply Depot, an oxygen
plant, an acetylems plant, the Army Quartermaster
Depot, a refrigerator plant, and Advance Base Con-
struction Depot, the Spare Parts Depot, two bomb
dumps, & mine assembly depot, a vulcanizing plant,
s joint comsunicstions center, the VIR homing tower
and the Army Airwmay Cosmunication System, We also
econstructed B5 miles of primary roads, all of which
bave been coral surfaced.

Our Regiment has served a very definits purpose
in scheduling and coordinating the contruction
work accomplished by the Seabees of our Battalions
on Tinian,



The 30th Navel Construction Regirent wes acti-
vrted on 18 Jure 192 with Corrander 7. J. Falconer
CEC, USNR, as Officer in Cherge. Since all alir-
drome construction work hed been Assigned to this
Regiment during the plenning of the Tinian opara-
ting, the title of "Airf4eld Censtruction” Regi-
~ent was mofficlelly tacked on for purpose of
locel lieison,

The first Repimental Heedquarters was located
in the 6th Bripade Ares of the 67th Naval Construc-
tion Battelion Camp at the north end of the island,
For the first few weeks Commander Falconer carried
on alone until the errivel of Lt, Commander Grable,
on about the 18th of August. The early days found
the Regiment on & "Super-Streamlined” basis strug-
gling alone in & crude field office comsisting of a
16' x 16! tent with ome desk, a simplified file
system carried in the pockets of Commander Falerner
and Lt. Cormander Grable, nnd .one yeoman, Dave
Marden, who spent most of his time Ilonping for the
day when he would be mssipned a typewriter. On the
firat of October the Regiment moved into 1ts pres-
ant office in the 6th Brigade Area nesr the Irland
Commend Headquarters.

The ataff was subsequently enlarged with addi-
tional officer and enlisted perasonnel on temporary
duty'assignments from either the Bripnde or BEattel-
ions. The final " roster 4ncluded the followirg:
Commander J. P, Falconer, Officer in Charce; Lieut-
enant Commander E. F. Grable, FExecutive Officer,
Lieutenant J. H, McAuliffe,Jr., Operations Officer;
and Bnsigns R. D, Barry and E. T. Di Berto, Liefsaon
Officer and Adjutant, resnectively. The enlisted
personnel was comprised of D. J. Merden, Y2¢; L, R.
Layendecker, Y3c, end H. ™. Overton, Hol¥le. 0. G
Simpson, Slc, was o board wuntil April, at =hich
time he returned to the statea for V-12 trainine.

The first Battalion of the Regiment to "hit the
beach® was the 121st, which landed with the Varine
asseul t-troops, and installed the lending ramps to
help the flow of combat supplies and equirment.
Ushi Pield was repsired and the firat fichter Jand-
ed on 28 July. The 67th Naval Construction Battal-
ion followed the initial asseult parties irmediste-
1y joining forces with the 121st Naval Corstruction
Battalion in extending both ends of the Jap air
strip to accomodate Navy heavy borbers,

In mid-August the 1st Separate Pngineer Mevine
Battalion was operationally attached to the Regi-
ment, and their efforts were directed to the re-
conditioning of West Field Four, & Jap strin here
on Tinfan. Work eontinued on surveys, airfields,
roads, water facilities, sanitation, camps, hosni-
tals, tank farms, pipe ' 1lines, tanker mooring,
dreinage and other construction itema sn asslpmed
by the Brigede.

The 110th Naval Censtruction Battalion arrived
from Eniwetok in September and was immediately put
to work on the construction of the 4sland's fipst
revetted bomb dump, In the meantime it hecame

imperative to move the Navel Avistion Units at

Ushi Fleld from the Jap strip to West Field in

ASE

o,

>

A
ir
W

order that the B-20 nropram be atarted at the porth
end of the island., Arproximately ene millior cvhic
yards of coral rock had to be roved in the tmildine
of an air strip six thousord faet Jon« by four hm-
dred fect wide at, West Fleld to accomplish this
trensfer of Navy plenss---all by 15 Hove-her 107/,
At the srme time the buildine forces of. the Reri-
ment were erectine a three hundred-Juorset bt hase
eonsisting of martera, warehrusea, =cbors, ~pas
halls, rfispensaries and other times of structures.
¥he Battalions were on 8 round-the-clock working
schedule on & push which continued throurhnut the
coemplete B-29 vprogram, and never let up until the
Battalions left the islend,

The 13th and 135th Naval Construction Battaliona
arrived on Tinian on 2 October 19/ to furthsr
augment the forces eneaped in the construction of
what has been designated the mirhtiest airdrome the
world has ever sesen.

The B~29 program was set un ina saeries of
phigep, with each Battalion of the Regiment nasipgn-
ed a phase during which i1t served as jthe "lead”
Battalion in ccordinating the conatruction efforta
and field reporfa of the other Naval Censtruction

Eettallons eneared in the construction of the North
Field Adrdrere. In quick succession the deadline
faten for the eighty-five hmdred feat lone air
strins were met or hettered. Strin #1 with its
taxiway and hardatends was completed nine days
shead of schedule, and the firat B-29 landed on
Tinian on 22 Decembar 1944; on 1/ January 1945,
atrip #3 was dedicated one day ahead of schedulej
on 27 February, atrip #2 was complated two deys
ahead of schedule; and finally, on 5 May, strip #4-
received its first B-29, twenty-five days ahead of
t.hacdudlind date,

oral Pit #16, the 1largest sinsle arryin
oneration on Tinian pmidpdgeo\rer a nﬂ]lix Tﬁbis
yards of cornl for the airdrome, from 25 November
1944 tor23 Pebr:;ary 391.5. The nit covered fifteen
ficres of pround and kept tw
e h sy p elve large shovels

The Seabees of the 30th Naval Construction Regi-
ment can lay claim to constructing the larrest air-
drome in the world, and feel proud that they have
played & large part in making Tinian a springboard

for the greatast force arainst the homeland of
Jepan,
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Lata in 1944 operational demands on the island
of Tinian ipdicated the need for an increass in
construetion forces to peet the nearly impossible
completion datas of a]1 major projects. The Officer
in Charge, 6th Naval Construction Brigasde réquested
assignment of additional paval construction battal-
ions to sssist in the work. A number of battalions
were assigned and arrived just before the new year,
Arrival of more units necessitated additional
administrative forces so & new regiment was formed
to mugment the 29th and 30th Neval Construction
Regiments slready active on the island,

The new regiment was designed to administer two
of the battalionas that had been working on the
island for some time, Oth and 110th Battalions, and
two of newly arrived units, 38th and 112th ¥N.C
Battalions. Approval of this reorganisation of the
6th Naval Construction Brigade was requested, tut
in the meantime the regiment wmt to work under ths
temnorary title of 30th Regiment-Reinforced.

The 30th Recivent-Reinforced began its activi-
ties on 1 Japuary 1945 under the direction of Com-
mander Thomas H. Jones, CEC, USNR, formerly Dfficer
in Charge of the 110th Construction Battalion, and
wns directly concerned with the construction of the
West Fleld Very Long Range Airdrome., This project
encompasasd constructionm of two 550' by 8500' run-
ways, 59,200 lineal feet of 100' taxiway, 21° hard-
atands, 4 harmonization stands, two 300' by 1930'
service aprons, four warm-up aprons, five sub-
service aprons, two complets enpgineoring snd serv-
ice aress totaling 251 buildings, four casps for
pervice personpnel, permanent rumway lighting, all
of the incidental anoprutenances for operation of &
full wing of B-29's, and the widening of the exis-
ting Navy rmway from 150" to L50'. The y=ardage
hendled amounted to 3,850,400 cuble yards.

Design and layout was being completed in the
engineering office of the 110th Battalion at the
time of inception of the regiment so it was posai-
ble to begin clearing awa surveying on the same day
the regiment was formec.

On 8 January 1945 Lieutenant (4g) Elberg J. Tate,
CEC, USNR, Engineering Officer of the 110th Battal-
ion reported to the new regiment on temporary duty
ordara to act as assistant to the Officer in Charge.

dctual full scale operstions on the airfield
project began on 1 February 1945, West Field #1 was
coaplated and ready for operation on 25 March, and
20 April 1945 West Field #2, taxiways, and servica
aprona were completad,

Asphalt paving also became the responsibility
of the regiment., The 110th Battalion finished
erection of crushing and asphalt plent on 19 March
1945, snd on 22 March 1945 paving operations began
on North Field. Paving has continued throu
the 1ife of the regiment on Timlan, but cutput was
increased by the addition of another plant that
went into opereations on 30 June 1945.

2 March 1945 marks the official birthday of the
49th Construction Regiment for it was on that day
that the arrival of s CinCPOA dispatch snnounced

il

COMDM FIHOMAS M JUNES
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the formation of the regiment and signified that it
consist of the 9th, 38th, 110th, and 112th Con-
stroction Battalions. 'Ten days later on 12 March
1945 Commapder Jones received orders detaching him
from the 110th Battalionm and desipnating him as
Officer in Charpe,49th Naval Construotion Regiment.
One month Iater, on 12 .April 1945 Lieutenant (jg)
Tete received orders detaching him from the 110th
Battalion and assigning him as a staff officer of
the 49th Naval Construction Regiment., Lisutenant
(ig) Harold E, Ulrich, preventive Maintenance Offi-
cer, reported aboard on 16 July 1945. The enlisted
personnel, all on temporary duty, included John N.
Bittner, CCM, Office Manager, and reasponsible for
field records and quantities and progress reports.
R. W. Yelm, SKlc, expediter and stock record clerk,
H. W, Feather, Ylc, and William J. Mountz, Y2e,
handled the paper work,

-~
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Construction demands in more forward sreas began
to sat on the structure of the regiment when the
9th Battalion was detached for a forward move on
25th of May to be smssigned to the 39th Naval Con-
struoction Regiment. The 112th Battalion wan de-
tached for & similar reason on 5 July 1945.

Commender Jones received orders for tsmporery
duty 4n connection with operational planning of
Comsander Service Force, U, S. Pacific Fleet and
departed for Pearl Harbor on 4 July 1945,

On 5 July 1945 the 38th and 110th Battalioms
wera temporarily assigned to the 29th Naval Com-
struction Regiment until such time as the /9th
Ragiment again became operative. The staff of the
/9th Regiment was loaned to the 29th Regiment for
assiptance in engineering and operational super-
vision,
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ALLISON, Robert M., CSp(A)

ANDERSON, Jobn E., Ptr lc

ARNOLD, George, I3c
215 E., 10th Street
New York, N. T.

AUSTIN, John L., Stlc
4361 W. Bell Place
8t, Louis, Missouri

BITTNER, John N., CCM
Routs f1
Port Washington, Wisconsin

BRATLSFORD, Moses, Stillc
408 W. 130th Street
Jemaica, New York

CAIN, Gordon B., CM2e
1501 River Street
Hyde Park, Mans,

COLAVECCHIO, Felix A., Y3c
104 Hill Street
Waterbury, 31, Comn.

CANNON, Clifton Jr., Sti2e
Searcy, Arkansas

CARPENTER, William, Cklc
1633 Lyon Street
Sen Francisco, California

CLARK, Robert E., Gilc
31-42-35th Street
Astoria Queens, New York

CLARK, Raphasl, W., St3c
171-16~107th Avenue
Jamaica, New York

COLE, Lester, 8t2c
6113 Calumet Avenue
Chicago, Tlinois

DAKIN, Arthmr H., COM
Tiburon, California
FEATHER, Barry W,, Tc
118th Combs Avenue
Woodmere, New York

GRANT, Howell M., CY

1089 Blue Ridge Avenue, K.E.

Atlenta, Georgia

FADDRESSES — ENLISTED MEN

HARDEN, Charles C., SK2c
414 Burton, Avenus
Macon, Georgla

BAYS, James L., CBM

BAYWOOD, Glandis, St3c
4909 Prairie Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Wellebturg, W. Va,

KUTAJ, Walter C., MMlc
2602 W, 22nd Place
Chicago, Illinois

LARKINS, Willis, Ck3c
Marthanisls, La,

LAYENDECKER, Louis R., Y3e
611 South West End Ave.,
Lancaster, Pemna,

LEACH, Donald E., T3¢
Route #1
Sunnyside, Washington

LEVY, Pzul, CSF
1747 Pratt Blwd,
Chicsgo, Illinois

MARDEN, Devid J., Ne
42 Harvard Street
Dorchester, Mass.

NARTINEX, William F., T3¢
1015 Jefferson Road,
Treverse City, Mich.
MERTENS, H. 7., COM
MONTANEZ, Pedro J.y Sle
111-27 158th Street
Janaica, New York

MORRIS, Memola, Stiflc

4711 East Place, Dept. 18 _

Dallas, Texas

WNTZ, ¥illians G., T2¢
146 South 12th Street
Reading, Penna,

NWUEPHY, Jobm A., Sle
11 Fhoenix Street
Springfield, Mass.

NICHOLS, William H,, PhoMle

33 De Hart Street
Morristown, New Jersey

OLECK, Eilary E., T2e
552 N. Wyoming Street
Hasleton, Penna.

San Diego, California

PAVEX, Martin G., W3¢
190 Grove Street
8t. Paul, Minn.

POMPO, Vincent C., Tle
2203 South Juniper St.,
Philadelphia, Peuna,

POTTER, Johnnie D., CiMle
5816 Kirby Drive
Houston, Texas

RAGLAND, Arthur W., Sti2e
638 Eustace Street
Atlanta, Georgia

RETHOLDS, Calvin F., RM3c
T4 Boffmen Road
Rochester, New York

AYALS, Psul 0., Cox
14750 Friar Street
Ven Nuys, California

SCHENK, Cbarles 0., CM3c.
57th & Carfield Avenue
Hinsdale, Nlinois

Nervin l.. 8Flc
2016 Highland Street
Allentown, Penna.

SENARD, John €., COM
New Hamptonm, Wew York

SEDBUKER, Wilbur K., T2c
Routs #1
Bainbridge, Pemna,

BMITH, Melvin L., CMlc
1939 Spring Garden Ave.,
Berwick, Penna,.

SODERMAN, John E., SFle
26 Bonita Street
8an Francisco, California

STANTON, Courtland C., StM3c

Alton, Rhode Island

STENART, William A., CY
620 Santa Clara Avenue
Alemeda, California

STRATTON, James R., Y2¢
Arlington, Ksnsas

STREIBIG, Kenneth, CY
10 Cook Street

Danbury, Conn.
UNLAND, Barry L., Jr., BCo
416 Lippencott Avenue

Riverton, New Jersey

VARANO, James V., Cox
225 South Franklin 8t.,
Shamokin, Pemna,

VINCENT, Earl 8., Btde
1429 Columbus Street
New Orleans,. la.



Commodors Paul J. Halloran
25 Pell Street
Newport, Rhode Island

Commander George M, Gans
1212 S. Fremont Street
Springfield, Missouri

Commander Thomas H, Jones
70 Kenedy Avenue

Rockville Center, Long Islend, N, T.

Commander Marvin Y. Neely
Noble Hill .
Abington, Penna,

Commander Franklin G. Jansen
109050 212th Street
Queens Village, Long Island, K. T.

Commander Edwin E, Oibson
113 Ashly Avenus
Charleston, South Carolina

Commander Jemes W. Beville, Jr.
419 S, W. 30th Road
Miami, Floride

Commander Thomas J, White
Box 344
Blacksburg, Virginis

Lt. Comdr, Joseph B. Barmwell
147 W, Main Street
Decatur, INlincis

Lt. Comdr, Edward F. Grable
664 South Wabash Averuse
Chicago, Illinois

Lt. Comdr, Bdward E. Brighton
7737 2nd Avenus
Seattle, Washington

Lt, Comdr, Joseph J. Newman
127 Woodbine Avenue
Wilmetta, Illinois

Lieut. Bobert W. Lightstone
5528 Hyde Park Blwd,
Chicago, Illinois

Lieut, Joseph F. Wysong
6215 Washington Blvd.
Indianapolis, Indisna

Lisut, John H, Mchuliffe, Jr.
620 Wesley Avenue
Dak Park, Illinois

Comdr, J. P. Falconer
21 Cayuga Street
Seneca Falls, N. ¥,

ADDRESSES — OFFICERS

Lisut, Willjam B, MacRae
274 Euclid Avenue
Lymn, Mass.

Lieut. Paul O'Donnell
Route #3
Peekskill, N. TI.

Lieut, William W. Pinkerton
B39 Lake Street
Qak Park, Illinois

Liesut, Edward V., W. Corney
331 Main Street
Saco, Maine

Lieut, Russell L.. Donely
Cody, Wyoming

Lient, Herbart S. Thopas
1562 Glenview Avemue
Memphin, Tennesses

Lt. (fg) Iven M, Glace
22 South 22nd Street
Harrisburg, Pemna,

Lt. (Jg) Clifford E, Moffet
104 Palm Court Drive
Santa Maris, California

Lt. (Jg) Thopas C. Hayes, Jr.
710 East Morehead Streat
Charlotte, North Carolina

Lt. (ig) Michael A. Kuryla

Lt. (jg) Arthur J. O'Mara
36 Corvell Street
Lambertville, New Jersey

Lt. (jg) Elbert J. Tate
P.0. Box 550
Santa Psula, Californis

Ensign Russell D. Barry
Route 6, Box 670
Portland, (1) Oregon

Bosign Ralph L. Metcalf
65 Broad Street
Bridgewater, Mass,

Ensign Lynn M. Cavendish
1309 Center Streat
Moundsville, West Virginia

Ensign John H, Evens
Stora Lake, Iowa

‘Ensign Edward T. Di Berto

132 Sharon Street
West Medford, Mass,

Ensign Charles C. May, Jr,
5231 Bast 42nd Street
Seattle, Washington

Enslign Robert E. Wilson
1166 South Ogden
Denver, Colorado

Ensign Denald E, Carlson
2510 Grant Strest
Berkeley, 3, California

Enpign Robert H. Comport
5215 Belmont Avenus
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Eneign Lloyd G. Swanson
Monterey, Minnesota

Carpenter William C, Andrews
638 Dak Avenus
Panama City, Florida

Carpanter John G, Perck
6768 Parkland Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio

Deen W, Bell

Field Director
Aserioan Red Crosa
413 12th Avenus, N. W.
Ardmore, Oklahoma
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