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REAR ADMTRAL, USN

LESTER ANTHONY BEARDSIEE-- Born in Little Falls, New York, Feb-
ruary 1, 1836. Appointed Acting Midshipman, March 5, 1850; sloop
"Plymouth," East Indies, May, 1851, to January, 1855; participated
in one battle and several skirmishes with Chinese Army at Shanghai,
during the cruise his ship the "Plymouth," served under Commodore
M.C. Perry, and he was thus a member of the party who, with Com-
modore lerry, made the first landing at Kurihama, Japan, July 14,
185%; Naval Academy, October, 1855, to June, 1856. Promoted to
Passed Midshipman, June 20, 1856; steam frigate "Merrimac," special
service 1856-7; sloop "Germantown," East Indian Squadron, 1857-60.
Promoted to Master, January, 22, 1858. Promoted to Lieutenant,
July 23, 1859; sloop "Saratoga," coast of Africa, 1860-3. Promoted
to Lisutenant-Commander, July 16, 1862; monitor "Nantucket," North
Atlantic Squadron, January to May, 1863; participated in attack of
the ironclad fleet on the defences of Charleston Harbor, April 7,
1863; steam sloop "Wachusett," special service on coast of Brazil,
cruising for rebel privateers, October, 1863, to January, 1865;
participated in capture of rebel steamer "Florida," at Bahai, by
"Wachusett," October, 1864; commanded prize steamer "Florida," from
OQctober, 1864, and brought her to Hampton Roads, Va.; steam sloop
"Connecticut," special service, West Indies, 1865; commanded steam
gunboat "Aroostock," 1867-8, taking her to East Indian Squadron from
Philadelphia; commanded steamer "Saginaw," Pacific Squadron, October,
1868; executive of steam sloop "Lackawanne," Pacific Squadron, 1868-
9. Commissioned as Commander, June 12, 1869; Hydrograprhic Office,
Navy Department, 1869-70; steam tug "Palos," April, 1870, to Jan-
uary, 1871; took her to East Indies; Hydrographic Office, January,
1871-2; Navy Yard, Washington, May, 1872, to April 1, 1875; member
of United States Board for testing iron, steel, and other metals,
April, 1875, to April 1879; commanding sloop "Jamestown," Alaska,
April, 1879, to October, 1880, during service in Alaska, made many
surveys and corrected many errors in charts, making several im-
portant discoveries of new land and waters, of these the most
important was the discovery in August, 1880, of a large bay on the
norther side of Cross Sound, while on a cruise in the chartered ‘
steamer "Favorite," settling various wars and disputes among the
Indians. This bay is situated at a location where according to
all charts, there is solid land only. In the "Favorite," he
steamed some thirty miles, up this bay, surveyed, charted and
named it Glacier Bay, on account of a great glacier at 1its head,
which had been several times discovered by parties going overland
and through inland streams, in canoes; by Lieutenant H, Clay Wood,
U.3. Army, on return from a goat-hunting expedition in Mt, St. Elias,
with Willoughby a pioneer miner, and possibly others. Promoted to
Captain, November, 1880; leave of absence, 1882-3; commanding re-
ceiving ship "Franklin," 1883-4; commanding steam frigate "Powhatan,”
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