| CAPTAIN CECIL T. CAUFIELD '~ "o oo . -
P UNTTED STATES NAVY |

o Cecill Thilman Caufield was born in Waco, Texas, on November
20, 1903, =on of Thomas A. and Loura Marshall {flendrick) Caufield,
both now deceased. He attended Waco High Schecl and Baylor Uni-
veralty at Waco Ffor two semesters prior to his appointment to the
U, 9, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the Eleventh Dis-
trict of his native state in 1923, As a Midshipman he participated
in Class basketball. Graduated and commizsionsd Ensign on June 2,
1927, he subsequently advanced in rauk, attaining that of Captain,
fo date from March 15, 1945, ' S _

% TFollowing graduation from the Naval Acacdemy in 1927, he  joined
the USS NEW YORK, and while attached to that battleship had two
fours of temporary duty (1928 and 1930), with the Nicaraguan Flec-
floral Commisgion. Detached from the New YORK in December 1930, he
feported as Gunnery Officer and First Lieutenant on board the USS
WILLIAM B, PRESTON, When the "Rotating Reserve" roplaced that
vessel with the MacLEISH in September 1932; he was asgigned to the
Jatter to serve until May 1933. After service in the {383 BUSHNELL
folda), flagship of Commander Submarine Force, United States Fleet,
He continued duty afloat as Gunnery Officer and First Lieutenant

gf the USS WICKES.

. He was an instructor in Spanish in the Department of Medern

.- Ianguagee at the Naval Academy, between June 1935 and June 1938,

. after which he served on China Station. He served first in the
185 MONOCACY at Kiuklang until that vessel was brought down river
and decommissioned, and in February 1939 reporited as Executive
(fficer of the USS EDSALL, He returned to the United Statez as
Assistant Gunnery Officer of the USS AUGUSTA in December 1940, and
in February 1941 assumed command of the USS FOX, which under his
¢gommand participated in escort operations in the Aleulbians, after
the United States entered World War II, Decembor 8, 1041,

ok Ordered to the Bethlehem Steel Company, San Pedro, California,
‘he had fitting out duty in the USS KENDRICK from May 1942 until
that destroyer was commissioned on September 12, 1042, at which
time he assumed command, Under his command, the KENDRICK operated
on eéscort duty in the Atlantic and later took part in the Invasion
. of Sicily. While the KENDRICK was escorting s convoy in the Medi-
terranean, she susztained a torpedo hit in the stern while beating
off a German air attack., Temporary repalrs were effected In Oran
and the XKENDRICK was towed across the Atlantic, arriving at Norfolk
in November 1943, He was awarded the 8ilver Star Medal and also
received a Letter of Commendatlion with authorization te wear the
Commendation Ribbon, from the Secretary of Navy., The citations
follow in the order of the action for which they were awarded:

Letter of Comméndation: "For heroic performance of duty as
Commanding Officer of the USS KENDRICK during the amphibious as-
sault on the Tsland of Sicily from July 9O to 13, 1943. Engaged in
anti-submarine patrol and anti-aircraft defense of the transport
anchorage off Scoglitti, Sicily, Lieutenant Commander Caufield
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expertly maneuvered and fought his zhip, providing such strong
protection against attack th%t all assault troops and cargo were

gdigembarked expeditiously...

: Stlver Star Medal: "For conspicuous gailantry and intrepldity
5 . .4n combat .against enemy German alwveraft during egcort of convoy
operations on September 2, 1943. When a hostlle torpedo bomber
severely damaged his ship, Commander Caufield, by his superb sea-
manship and great courage, kept his vessel on station in the comn-
voy, and, with the assistance of his well-trained offlcers and. men,
fought off the enemy, destroylng one torpedo plane. Although the
gtern of the KENDRICK wag demolished and compartments were flooded,
e maintained further protection to valusble units of the Allied

'Eleet and succeeded in bringing his ship safely to port under her
GWn DOWer.. . ' ' o

5 Detached from command of the KENDRICK in November 1943, he
was ordered to the Seattle-Tacome {Washington) Shipbuilding Corpo- -
ration, where he was in charge of fitting out the USS PRICHEIT. He
ggaumed command of that destroyer upon her commissioning, January
15, 1944, Under his command, the PRICHETT reported for duty with
Task Force FIFTY EIGHT participating in the second Truk strike, the
pombardment of Ponape and the Marianas Campaign. - Operating later
with Task Force THIRTY EIGHT, the PRICHETT took part in the initial
Philippine Strikes, the Palau campalign, and strikes against Luzon,
Nansel Shoto and Formosa, She sustained damage during the ailr at-
- tamcks off Formosa, and retired to Manus for vepalrs in October
lohk, For outstanding services as Commanding Officer of the USS
EﬁICHETT,'he wae awarded the Bronze Star Medal and a Gold Star in
1ieu of a second similar award, each with Combat "V," The cita-

ﬁions,follow in part:

¢ - Bronze Star Medal: "wor meritorious servize ags Commanding
gfficer of a United States Ship attached to Lagtroyer Squadron
FIFTY SIX during the assault and capture of ensmy Japanege-held
1slands,‘during,June and July 1944, (ool and zapable in dirccting
the delivery of accurate and effective gunfire from his ship, {he)
rendered valusble assistance in the destruction of enemy troops and
shore ingtallations and théreby contributed materially to the suc-

Gess of the landing operstions...” ‘
‘£ Gold Star in lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal: "For meri-
forious achievement...ddiring offensive operations against enemy
Japanese forces in the Palaus, Philippinesg, Phillppine 8¢a and at
Formosa, from August 30 to October 15, 1044, Maintaining his ghip
at the peak of efficiency throughout this critical perilod, (hs)

contributed in large measure to the safety of our heavy combat
units, skillfully protecting them from attack by enemy submarine or
aiveraft and dirvecting accurate gunfire against several intercept-
ing hostile planes which were probably destroyed...”
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‘ TIn November 1944 ne reported as BExecutive Officer of the Weat
Coast Sound School, 8an Diego, California, and in September 1945
assumed command of that school, now known as ths . 3, Fleet Sonar
Bchool, For a year, July 1947 ~July 1948, he commanded the USS
YANCEY, -after which he had duty in the Undernua Warfare and Shipp-
ing Gontrol Divigion, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,;, Navy
Eepartment Washington, D. C. He remained thers until July 1950,
.and the next month became Commander Escort Patrol Squadron FIVE

4 ‘He wag a member of the Pacific Fleet qu$u3t1on Group from
,October 1950 until May 1951, followed by instruction at the Naval
War College, Newport, Rhode Tsland. Completing the course thers
In June 1952, he remained for duty on the staff until April 1953,
thn he reported as Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY. In
April 195% he joined the staff of Commander Destroyer Force, U,S.
Atlantic Fleet, as Chief of Staff and Alde, and econtinued to serve
in that capacity until August 1955, when he became Commander Naval
,Training Center, San Diego, California, )

,,[-

N In addition to the Silver Star Medal the Bronze Star Medal
with Gold Star and Combat "V," and the Commendat lon Ribbon, Cap-
tain Cauvfield has the Second Nicaraguan Campaign Medal; the China’
dervice Medal; the American Defense Service Medal; the American
fampaign Medal the Buropean-African-Middle Eautern Campaign
Medal with . engagement star; Asiatic-Pacific Cempaign Medal with .
four engagement stars; the World War II Victors Medal; and the

thional Defensge Serv1ce Medal.
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