CAPTATN RICHARD P, CARLSON
CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, U. 8. NAVY

Richard Pievce Carlson was born on May 18, 1903, in Washingtow,
D, C,, son of Carl A, and Amelis O. (Plerce) Carlson, He attended
public schools and The Swavely School in Washington, and in 1918
ag employed as a boat bullder'!s helper in construction of small
hoats and tugs. On June 16, 1920, he entered the U, 8, Naval Acade-
wy on appointment as Mldshipma, at large, and while there was a
member of the class wreatling squad and varslity tennls team, He
was graduated and commissioned Assistant Civil Engineer with rank -
of Ensign on June 5, 1924, and through subsequent promotions sttain-
¢d the rank of Captain in the Cilvil Engineeyr Corps, to date from
June 1, 1943, :

E Tn July 1924, after graduation from the Naval Academy, he re-
ported to the USS IDAHO, in which he served as Assistant Fire Con-
trol Officer and Division Officer until August 1925, In Beptember
he returned to Annapolis for instruction in Naval Constructlion at
the Postgraduste School and, continuing the course at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Tnstitute, Troy, New York, he was graduated with the
degres of Civil Engineer in June 1927 and a Master's derree 1ln
Civil Engineering in June 1928, He had brief familiarisation duty
1h the Bureau of Yards and Docks, Navy Department, and from October
1928 until June 1930 served as Assistant Publiec Works Officer at
the Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T, H,

» Returning to the United States, he served from July 1930 to

- Qotober 1934 as Assistant Distriot Public Works Officer, Eleventh
Naval District, with Headguarters im San Diego, Qalifornia, He
then reported to the Naval Statlon, New Orleans, Loulsiana, where
he had duty until June 1936 ag Public Works Officer, Duty as As-
eistant Public Works Officer of the Navy Yard, Charleston, South
Carolina, preceded a tour of duty as Public Works Officer from
February 1938 until April 1942, at the Mavine Barracks, Farris Is-
land, 8, C,, during which period the United States entered World

War IT,

¢ Prom April 1942 to May 1943 he commenced and completed, then
agperated as O0fficer in Charge and Public Works Offlcer, respectively
all Naval activities at Memphls, Tennessgee, lncluding the .Naval Ailr
Station, Naval Hospital and the Naval Alr Technlcal Tralnlng genter,
He¢ then veturned to the Naval Academy to eerve as Agaistant Bulld-
irigs and Grounds Officer, with addltional duty as Officer In cCharge
of Bureau of Yards and Docks Contracts. He was detached in PFebruary
1944, and for four months thereafter served as Officer in- Charge of
the Advence Base Depot, Gulfport, Missilesippl, and Offlcer in Charge
of the Constructlon Battallon Tralning Center,

During the last year of the war, he organlzed, completed, and
operated, as Officer in Charge, the Advance Base¢ Depot, Tacoma,
Wsshington, For outstanding performance of duby as 0fficer in
tharge of that Depot, from July 15, 1944 to September 7, 1945, he
recelved a Commendatory Letter from the Assistant Secrgtary of the
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Navy, dated Februsry 14, 1946, The letter states that he "displayed
great energy in pushing to completlion construetion of this Depot,
yhich was urgently needed for the handling of the rapldly increas-
1ng shipments of equipment and material for the construction of ad-

Yanc@.baseSeop

; Tn October 1945 he reported to the Vavy Department for duty
firat, in the Bureau of Yards and Docks as Assistant to the Direc=-
tor of Construction, and from February 1946 to January 1948 in the
Industrial Survey Division of the Executive 0ffice of the 3ecretary,
He next served as District Public Works Officer and Distriet Clvii
Engineer in the Seventeenth Naval Distwict, with Feadquarters at
Kodiak, Alaska. Detached in October i0kO, he revurted to the Puget
gound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington, oy duty as Public
Works Offilcer, and additionally served untill March 1952, as Public
Works Offlcer of the Naval Base there,

‘. Duty from April 1952 until August 1957 as sosgistant Chief of
Staff for Base Development, on the staff of Cownander Naval Forces,
Marianas, included the assignment of Officer in Charge, Bureau of

~ Yards and Docks Contracts. When detached, he returned to the United
States, reporting in September 1953, as District Civil Engineer,
Twelfth Naval District, San Franclsco, California, He continues

to serve in that capacity.

: Captain Carlson has the Amerlcan Defense Seyvice Medal; the
Amorican Campaign Medal; the World War II Victory Medal; snd the
National Defense Service Medal,

Sl Captain Carlson is a member of the Soclety of Amorican Mili-
tary Engineers, and he is an enthusiast of golf, bowling, swimming,

and photography.

NAVY Blographies Branch, 0I-450
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