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(% CONFIDENTIAL .
® * SECURITY INFORMATION

From: Cormanding Officer, U.S.S. ANTIETAY (CV-~36)

To: Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division ONE e S o
(2) Comman‘er Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN IS affdteo
(3) Commander SFVTLTF Fleet

(4; Commander laval Forces, FAR TiST

(5) Commander-in-Chief, ©.S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period 15 October throush 16 November 1951
Ref: (a) Opliav Instruction 3480.4 dtd 1 July 1951
Encl: (1) Commander Carrier Air Group FITTEEN ltr of 17 November 1951 p //-f"

1. The Action Report for the period 15 October 1951 through 16 November
1951 is hereby submitted in accordance with relerence (a).

PART I

COMPOSITION OF Mfr FORCES W MISSION

The U,2.S. ATTIFTAM arrived at Yokosuka, Japan at 14001 on 4
October 1951. The period 4 - 11 October was spent at anchor in Yoko-
suka Harbor and was devoted to voyage renairs, restricted availability,
and conferences witb personnel from the U.S.S. BOXRR (CV-21). «t 10001
on 11 October 1951 the U.Z.5. ANTIRTAM sot underway for the operating
area to join Task Force SZVEL'TY SEVEW in accordance with CLF-77
Confidential cispatch 082216Z. The U.S.S. SFELTON (DD-790) accompenied
the ship in order that refresher air operations could be conducted
enroute., The ship joined the Task Force =t 06C0I on 15 October in the
Opercting 4rea near the 38th porallel near the cast coast of Korea.

The Task Force wes commanded by RADM J.J. CL.RX in the U,S.S. B

FPOIME RICFARD (CV-31), and operated under Task Force 77 Operation Order
22-51 (Revised) dated 7 October 1951. It was composed of the U.S.S.

30N FOif B RICKARD (CV-31), U.S.S. #SS™X (CV-9), ¥.S.S. UEW JIRSTY (B3-62),
U.S.8. FELFNA, (CA-75), and other sercening vnits, .iir Group FIFTET™

was emborked in the U.S.S, AUTIRTAM, After 31 days of operations, the
skip derarted for Yokosukz for a poriod of maintenance =nd upkcep,

lcavine the action aren on 14 November 1951,




CV36/19

’ " . 'n *' ) .316-13
“ DECLASSIFIED ®

The Mission of Task Force 77 was as follows:

(1) Conduct air operations from an operating area off the coast
of Koren to provide close air support of friendly troop
operations, interdiction of cnemy routcs of movement and supply,
and armed reconnaissance of cnemy installations and lines of
communications.

(2) Provide air cover for replenishment ships and nther friendly
ncval surface forces when necesstry,.

(3) Protect the force azainst air, surface, and subsurface attacks.
(4) Provide air spot to bombardment “orces when directed.
(5) Conduct photo and visual reeonnzissance as required.

(6) Coordinate -~ir operations with the 5th dAir Force throush JOC,
Korea.

(7) Exchange intellizence informetion with friendly noval forces
crgaged in surfrce interdiction operatisns on the east coast
of Korea.

The Commanding Oificer of Carricr -vir Group 15 is CDR R, ¥, F.RRI'G-
TON, UST with the following complement of pilots and number nf airerift
at the beginning of flight osporations on 11 October 1951,

SQU.LDRON 40, OF PILOTS 0. & TYPE OF AIRGRAFT
VF-713 26 17 FLu-4
VF-831 22 16 F9r-2B
VF.837 23 16 F9r-2B
Va-728 27 7 iD~4, 9 aD-4L
2 4D-4q,

VC-3 6 4 FLU-51L
VC-11 5 3 ADAW
VC-35 6 4, AD=4NL
VC-61 4 3 F9F-2P

- CAG-15 8 e e-a
FU-1 2 1 HO3S

P-rticulars concerning loss of &igbrqft are given in enclosure (1).
PART II

CFPONOLOZICAL ORDER OF EVTIITS

10/11/51 - The U.S.S. A'TIFT.Ai (CV-36) in compony with the U.S.S.

SYELTON (DD-790) sortizd from Yokosuka -t 1000I after having been de~
layed four hours by dense f»;. Refresher oir oporatinns were begun at
15301 and secured at 1730I. 27 Sorties were flown of which 7 were jet
and 20 prop. At 17301 the ship bezan to secure to typhoon RUTH and headed
for the Senr of Japan,
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10/12/51 - Steaming in company with U.S.S. SFELTON (DD-790) hending for
Sea of Japan to aveid typhoon RUTH. o ~ir operations. Inclement
wether,

DECLASSIFIED

10/12/51 - Refreshor air oncratisns in Tsushim Straits aren began 1t
0800I ~nd sccured at 14001 due to inclement wenther. 56 sorties were flqwn
of which 18 were jot and 38 prop. U.S.S. EVFRSCLT (DD 789) joined at 18451.

10/14/51 - Steaming in company with EVERSOLZE and SFELTON on courscs to
avoid typhoon RUTF. Inclement wenthor all day. HNo air oporations. a4
firinc scheduled ws cnncelled.

10/15/51 - Rendezvoused with TF-77 at 0600I. Began nir operations 2t
1215I. TFleow 14 jets ond 21 prop sortiss on CAP, ~rmed rcceo, «nd rail-
rnad interdiction strikes.

10/16/51 ~ Bogan Air operstions at 04301 and continued until 16451,
7. sortics were fl-wm of which 24 were jets ~nd 50 were props. CAP
48P, armed reeed, photo receo, and railroad interdiction strikes were
flowm.

10/17/51 - Replenistment day. -Li firing in afternoon. The U.S.S. BOY
POiIE RICKLRD (CV-31) departod during the night. Rewr ddmiral JOFYM PFRRY,
ComCarDiv OHE, relieved Rear Jdmiral J.J. CLARK as CIF-77.

10/18/51 -~ Morning flicht operations were delayed until 10301 bheeruse of
fog and afterncon oncratiers were sceured at 15151 due t9 poor wenther
over target arca. 16 jet sortics nnd 27 prop sortics were flown on Cir,
ASP, armed recen, Noval Gunfire spot, and railrond strikes.

10/19/51 - Launched 10 jet ~nd 14 prop soriics. Weather over Koren poor
and air omerations werc sceured ~t 11151, Rendezv-used with replenishment
group ot 1400I and spent rcomninder ~f dayv rerlenishing,

10/20/51 - Bad wenther ~ver farcc and target aren restricted flight
oper~ticns to 7 jet and 26 prop sorticsi Flew CLP, iSP, and strikes.

10/21/51 - Flow 31 jet and 47 prop sorties on C.7°, ..SP, armed and photo
rcee?, SH0F, and railrs~d strikes. LT ..8. KLiS, VO-61 Photo pilot, was
hit by -w during a phnts run. Plane was badly shot up but »ilot mode a
stccessful landing ~t K-18. LT XALLS wos wounded in loft thigh., linde
19,000th landing.

10/22/51 - Flew 33 jct =nd 45 prop sorties. 2 FOFts landed at K-14, lrw
on fuel. Y aDoAW made o water landing ~t 20301 nhend of ship due td
engine failure after toking -ne wave off., all thrce occupnnts rescued
by planc guard destroyor.
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10/23/51 -~ Replenishment day. Po-r westher forced eancellatisn »f
scheduled A3 practice.

10/24/51 ~ Flew 75 sortics of which 34 were jets and 41 were props. In
addition, recovered 2 F9F!'s ond 2 «D's from K-3 which had been there for
hook trouble, and 2 F9F!s from K-14 which had londed therc short of fuel.

10/25/51 - Flew 73 sorties of which 34 were jets and 39 were props. LTJG
L.W. DORSTY, US'R, ditched his FAU in Wonsan Harbor dve o enging mal-
functioning caused by cnemy small ~rms firc, and was rescued by the heli-
coptor from the U.S.8. FELEYY, (CA~75)

10/26/51 -~ Flew 75 sortics »f which 34 werc jots ~nd 41 werc provs.
Missions consisted of CiP, iSP, armed and ph-t~ rece», NOF spot, ~nd
r2ilrond interdictison strikes.

10/27/51 - Replenishment day.

10/28/51 - Flow 39 jot and 48 prop sortics for o total »f 87, Flew first
close air support missicns in addition to the usunl offensive and defensive
nissions.

10/29/51 - Flew 43 jet and 37 prop sorties for a total of 80 on CiS, CiF,
ASP, armed and photo recen, ICGF, and roilroad strikes.

10/30/51 - Flew 90 sorties »f which 43 were jet and 47 were prop. LTJIG
R.E. KL}ER, VC-3, crashed ~ver port side »n nizht landing. Pilst rescued
by U.S.S. EVIRSILF with no injuriecs.

10/31/51 - Replenishment day. Rear Admir2l J.J. CL.RK, USY in BOH
BOMME RICELRD relieved Renr Admirnl J. PERRY as CTF-77.

11/1/51 -~ Posr weather over tarzet sren limited operations to 52 sorties;
23 jet and 29 prop.

11/2/51 ~ Poor weather over target nrea limited oporations to 28 sorties.
Landed 1 FAU and 2 FQFts from BOU FOMME RICKELRD with engine trouble,

11/3/51 - Fleuw 72 sortics; 29 jets and 43 props.

11/4/51 - Today was the AITIET.M's red letter day. On the pre-dewn launch
at 05001 a2 bridle broke on the port eatopult ~nd LTJG WK, DONAFOE, VC-35
in an AD-4JL, crashed into the water. 411 three nccupmnts »f the plone
were rescued unharmed by the U.S.S. UFLILAT! (DD-687). Then ot 09451 LT
GEORGE S. BRAINARD, USHR, of VF-837 made o normnl approach to the ship

in his F9F but made a hard l-nding. Thc plene bounced without engaging

a wire ond the pilat pushed sver to get dowm to the deck again, landing
nose whoel first. The nose tire blew irmediantely and thc nose whesl began
to disintegrate at once. The plone went through all Davis barricrs with-
~ut cctunting them and continued ~n up the deck crashing ints the parked
planes forward. The pilot and a deck crewnan were killed instantly. Two
nther crew members died later in the dav. One pilot received serinus in-
Jurles =nd nine crewmcn lesser injuries. Three F9Fs reccived strikc demnge,
1 Fow, 2 4Ds, ~nd 1 F4U received minor damnge. Flicht operations for re-
maining part ~f day cancelled. Flew 18 jet and 27 prop offensive ~nd de-
fensive sorties for n total of 45.

-l -
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11/5/51 - Replenishment day.

11/6/51 - Inclencnt weather over foree nd target area forced cancellation
of 211 flichts.

11/7/51 - Continued poor weather cancelled flight operations. Force
rendezvrused with replenishment group at 07001 and devoted the morning to
replenishing,

11/8/51 - Flew 79 sortics on jet C.P, armed and photo reces, and rail-
road interdictinn strikes. <t 1320I, LTJG F, G. “OYDFLL, USYR, VF-713,
ditched his plane in Wonsan Farbor after being hit by i fire. Pilnt
wns rescued by belicopter from USS TOLFDO,

11/9/51 ~ Flew] [’sorties. CDR David MiRKS, Commnnding Officcr ~f VC-35,
nade the 20,000th landing at night,

11/10/51 - Flew 76 sortics. General RIDGEWLY visited Task Force during

the day and obscrved air opcratisns from the U.S.S. BOW FOIE RICFARD (CV-31
Marine Detachment celebrated the 176th birthday »~f Marine Corbs by a speeinl
dross prrade on the flizht deck at 1600,

\

.

11/11/51 ~ Replenishment day,

11/12/51 - Inclement weather over the Task Faree hcld air sporatioms to
anly 10 sortics devated to L8P, C.P, ~nd night heeklers. «t 05001, LTJG
L.O, W.RFIELD, USYR, VC~3, crashed into the water after a normnl catapult
shot from the prrt ecatapult. Cousc unknown, Pilst rescued unharmed by
U.S.S. BOYD (DD-754)

11/13/51 - Flew 69 sortics on night heckler, ASP, CiP, [ICF and rnilr-ad
interdiction., Fired AL rracticc in afternnon.

11/14/51 - Flow 67 sortics »n the usunl ~ffonsive and defensive missions.
Concucted i proactice. At abrut 14001 the U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-Q) rondezv-used
with the Task Force and at abrut 1420 the antictan with DosDiv 172 less
USS SFIFLDS wes detached to rroccod tnh Yokosuka £or yard avail-bility. ot
about 15301 the task cloment rendezvoused with the replenishrent group and
troped off with fucl and ~rdnance.

11/15/51 - Enr~utc to Yokosuka, .t about 1430I rendczvoused with ComCruDiv
3 in the U,S.S. TOLFDO (C.i-133) who assuvmcd tactical comrond of the task
clerient, Scheduled .l slceve firing ~nd Z-3-G cxercise werc cancclle? uc
tr  inelement wenther,

11/16/51 - Enr~ute Yokosuka. Abrut 1000 conducted L3 slceve firing
rractice. Four aircraft were launched 2t 13001 for atsuei, The ship
moored at Piedmont Picr, Yoknsuka Maval Base at 16131,
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' SUMMARY OF SORTIES
 DATE | REMARKS OFFENSIVE DEFENSIVE MISC TOTAL ’
st ; L= % Nitd
Launch !ggigv ProgayJét g%gg Eggy JodProd Propl Jet
Oct 11| Enroute = = jow Jo o | = - ju le <f =120 |7 217
12 " - e e e e i b =138 |18 56%
3 n - — — - e oo mEe e e ) - - i
]_Z n P O O (U I N S R - -
151 1215 | 17%5 |21 {6 |--]--l8 L od--la= ] 35
16 1 0430 1627 42 |17 (4 j2 17 Rk o |-~-1-=1| 7
17 Replenikhed el LI TN PO SRy S R R, - -
18 1C36 1453 {25 8 -—-13 8 =) l-- 43
19 | Replenibhed 12 8 “-=i2 R bkej-=~i=-- 24
20 | 1220 1616 22 7 -4 et -l = ] 33
21 | 0800 2040 35 121 {4 |6 PO R |-wj-~ | 78
22 | 0800 2049 133 123 {4 16 RO R |e-lus | 78
23 ! Replenibhed - - 1. - Il il I SUES PSR U RIS
24 ‘ 0430 1552 135 25 4 - =19 PR - — - - 7
25 ' 0445 1552 133 126 (4 =<8 kB |--l-« | ™
26 | 2445 1548 135 {27 {3 |--B R |--i{-=] 75
27 Replenighed ST PR [P SN T T P . - -
28 { 0700 2015 {36 25 4 6 4 P R . 87
29 | 0800 1715 31 {33 j-- 16 [0 b -f-~-i-- ] 8
30 | 0800 2013 P35 33 14 16 po R {--fi--1 9
31 Replenighed S LI RSN FURR R SR U S - -
Nov 1 0500 1230 3 17 4 --b P - - 52
2 0930 1400 6 |2 -—16 U ke]eaf-~{ 28
3 0500 X400 133 17 4 LA 2 R - -t~ 72
4 0500 1109 49 10 {4 2 B kR j--lo< | 45
5 Replenished SIETEEN EIR U PURR S SO VR DU . - -
6 Inclenent wx b o juo o jo e b o b o] oo 2 -
7 Inclemendt Wx F = feo o o o o m b o ol oo o -
8 0930 2015 B2 123 14 R w4k f--loa | 7
9 0930 2015 R9 {25 b4 R p5 kB l-~lew ] 7
10 § 0930 2012 B0 22 4 R W06 p i1 oo 7
11 Replenidhed i T (U PO SR S TRUU U S - -
12 0500 0935 | - I~~~ {6 2 L -b - - - 10
13 | 0500 1415 k8 ho y L Ez ‘SN S DR R
14 6 19 4 A 2 R -} 67
15 Enroute { = = - |- - |- bbbt oo - -
16 )] - - - - g___ SN TR I DU -
TOTALS ; 1631 [ 413 | 69 {68 {20334 |59% i25* | 1418

* Not included im totals.
Total prop sorties: 802 Total Jet sortics: __ 616

TOTAL SORTIES: __ 1418

L .
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PART IIY
PERFORMANCE OF ORDNZiiCE MATFRIAL AUD EQUIPMEIT

I3

Ammunition Expenditure (.viation)

100 #G.P., Bomb 2,312 5" Rocket Motors 1,646
250 #G.P, Bomb 1,952 5" Rockot Hends 1,395
260 #G.P, Bomb 528 6.5" Rocket Heads 176
500 #G.P. Bomb 439 3.25" Rocket Motors 147
1000 #G.P. Bomb 622 3.25" Rocket Heads 147
2000 #G.P, Bomb 100 Flares, MK 6-4 66
100 # Incendiary Cluster 89 Drift Signala, MK 6-2 67
350 # Depth Bomb 5 Mine, MK 24 (thru damage) 1
Napnlm Thickenor, Type 1-5,520# 50 C2l. inc. 126,280 rds
Napnlm Tanks 112 50 Cal API. 126,280 "
Xvlennl 50 Gnls. 50 Cal APIT 67,140 "
20 1 ine. 49,840 "
20 MM FEI 49,840
20 111 APT 21,420

smmunitisn Bxpenditure (Ship - for trainin-)

LOM 4,255 rds
5138 Cal. 303 rds

Comment on performance of ordnance material and equipment.
1. Aviation ' »gi‘;

Napalm thickener-Type I has in many cases been found to be unsatis- ~' -
factory for mse. Mos*t of the unsatisfactory thickener was menufactured
by the Chicago Pulverizer Co., however, a small part of the thickener
made by the Ferro Enamel Corvoration was also unsatisfactory. In most
cases. thiciener mnde by the Ferro Enamel Corporation was in excellent
condition. There should be some system devised for detection of damp
and lwwpy Napalm Tiickener, or it should be thoroughly screened before
being issued to aircraft carriers.

No difficulty was expericnced with the VT Fuzes TOO and T91l. In
addition to the regular arming wire and juup-out pin, = second arming
wire was attached %o the sway brace and led through the arming safety
plate, and then through the second hole in the additional jump-out pin
(2 pins used). This eliiinated the possibiiity of arming the fuzes
while the bomb remained on the aireraft. In the case of the VT Fuze
790, the safety pin had to have an additional hole drilled due to the
thickness of the fuze ring.

Aviation Ordnancemen are a critical rate and the allowance of personnel
available for the V--3=0 Division should be inercased to 100 men prior
to deployment. This increase is necessary to operate on a two-shift
basis, as is required in the type of operatvions this ship is performing.

The MK-10 type suspension band used on the 2000# G.P. Bomb hus
proved to be very satisfuctory and is very easy to install. For
carrier work, wherc time is critical, the MK-10 is highly recommended,
however a great advontage and time saver would be_gained if the
magazine stowage space would accommodate the 20007 6.P. bomb with the -
.y /
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suspensioﬂﬁband installed prior to stowage.

The prescnt type bomb skid in use should have several undesirable
fenturcs improved, or a rew skid should be devised. The bomb skids are
easily overturned when carrying a maximum load of 260 Frag or 250# G.F.
Bombs. Moving bombs from the forward pert of the flicht deck, to the after
part of the flight deck, over arresting gear cables or cross-deck pendants
is a vory difficult and tiresomc task which literally saps the strength of
the personnel involved. ‘

The No. 3 (upstage) Bomb Flevator is incdequate due to it's limited
capacity, location and smrll size. In order to be able to arm a Ystrike"
in o limited amount of timc, bombs must be pushed (including 20004 G.P.
bombs) from the after Bomb-Arming station on the third deck frame 150, where
a 20004 G.P. stowage is located, to No. 2 (upstage) Bomb Elevator (Frene 83),
to be sent to the Flizht Deck. It is rccommended that No. 3 (upstage) be
increased in size and capncity ot the next overhaul peried, in order that it

will accormodate 20C0# bom

Throe~-hundred napalm tanks, MK-77 werc issued to this ship upon de-
ployment to the Korean Arca. Stowage aboard shin was provided in the hanger
deck nverhend in originnl crates. Forty were stowed in what wns formerly
20 MM gun tubs forwerd on the port side. The MK-77 Napelm Tanks have proven
satisfactory except that they argfragilc when assembled and must be handled
with extreme carc tc vprevent ldaking at joints due to buckling or denting.
A fow of the ignitcr cavitieg/on the Napalm Tank hnd to have burrs reroved
by filing beforc nn ignitcp’could be inserted. The MK-77 tank vhen jet-
tisoned from the flight deck, readily folls apert nnd this is a very de-
sirable disposal featurc. The MK-8 universal Bomb Hoisting Band has proved
satisfactory for hoisting the Napalm Tank MK-77.

It was found thet to o cortain degree, sonc stockpiling of Ordnance
on the Flight Deck, forward of the isleand structurc and Ne. 51 5" Gun Mount
wos absolu*cly necessary if plancs were to be complctely re-arned Tor closcly
schedulod strikes, which allow only a minirun ~mount of time for re-arming
with Bombs and Rockcts before normnl warm-up prior to the next launch. Due
to perindic and cormon malfunctioning of Bomb Elcvator limit switches re-
quiring clectrical rcpairs and consant attention by the ship's elcctricinns,
and rlso due to the limited capneity and small size of No. 3 upstage Bomb
Elevator, some stockpiling cannot be totally avoidad if nireraft arc to be
fully armed, and launched on tinmc.

All fuzing of Bombs was perforned by the squadrons on the Flight Deck,
with the excentinn nf Rockct Fuzing, which wis performed on the third deck,
in accordance with Tnsk Force 77 Instructions.
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BATTLE DAMAGE

. Damnge to ship

l. YNone

B. Lloss and damage of aircraft.
1. See enclosure (i).

C. Demage inflicted on the_enemy.

1. See enclosurc (1).

PART ¥

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

A, Performance

1. Performonce »f duty and morale has been excellent.

B, Casualties

1. There were no personnel casualties suffered by ship's company
personnel as o result of enemy action.

2. The plane crash on the flight deck on 4 November 1951 resulted in
the following casualties to ship's company. Casunlties to dir Group
personnel are reported in Enclosure (1).

NAME RATE USN _or R Service No.
ARNESON, W.D. AL UsN 299 30 37
Fracture, simole, right radius and ulna.
BENFETT, R.S. AN USN 323 87 73
Contusion, hip ~nd left leg.
KELLEY, L.C. ABAN USNR 260 62 30
Contusion, left thigh muscles
LIGHT, T.L. AN USK 426 12 23
Amputated, traumatic, distal phalanx, right big toc
ROSPRIM, F.A. AN USN 334 38 53

Fracture, compound, left fibula, with artery and nerve involvement.

WHITWORTH, S.C. AN USN 211 44 10
Contusion, head.
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DEAD INJURED ToTAL
OFFICERS 1 1 2
ENLISTED 3 9 12
TOTAL 4 10 14
PART VI

GENERAT, COMMENTS

A, AIR DEPARTMENT

1. Flight Deck

Oporations with thirty five (35) jet aircraft aboard poses many
aircraft spotting and maintenance problcms when jot launches are small.
It is belicved that the number of missions presently scheduled eould be
net nearly as well if only a twenty-four (24) plane squadron and threc
(3) photo planes werc aboard.

Jot blast deflectors have worked very well and are considered a
necessity for efficiont handling of jets: Blast dangers to personnel
are considersbly reduccd and dud aircraft ean be handled safer and more
oxpeditiously with their use,

Jet CAP is always launched first and stendby is spotted just for-
ward of deckedge elevator in order to facilitate rendezvous »f CaP in
case nf 2 dud. The CiP standby is usunlly bricfed for another type
flight in order to provide an additional standby if needed.

The split spot for propeller aireraft hns beon used exclusively
with twn rows of 4D's on port side znd twn rows of FLU's on starboard
slde spotted aft for deck launch. However, with the large nunber of
aireraft aboard It was found necessary to spot 4D's aft of FLU's in order
to pigvide more deck run for the six 2nd seven thrusand pound loads of
the aDig,

It is necessary to sproad the 4D wings in order to lnad wing stati-ns.
This is accoiplished at night for the initial launches, but subsequontly
must be aceomplished when taxiing aireraft forward after a launch or
when spotting them forward after a rCCovory.

It was found necessnry to  remove the governors from all tractors in
order to cut down respotting time. No adverse tractor maintennnee
problens have been encountered as rcsult of this measure.

Jot nosc wheel tiller bors that can romain on the aireraft while it
is being taxied are highly desirable. Such tiller bars would meke it
easier to taxi aireraft at slow speeds and cxpedite hondling ot the
catapult spot.

~10-

iy

L/




cv36,/10

‘l"lb ‘l’ i'i;lB

o  DECLASSIFIED

2. Hangar Deck

The handling of large numbers of jet aircraft on the hangar deck has
posed many problems. The ehtire area of bay one has been used for main-
taining and servicing jet aircraft and number one elevator is scldom used.
Many minor aircraft handling accidents have resulted from the close spot
required, and the close tolerance of clearance of jet wing tip tanks with
the overhead.

The non-skid deck trecads installed as a ship alteration on the hangar
deck has proved very satisfactory, although it is recommended that only the
area from the center line to port be covcred in order to facilitate nove-
nents of heavy cargo sleds during replenishment.

3. Catapults.

The Cotavult engines have required only routine maintenance to keep
them funetioning properly. However, it is apparent that the grecat use of
catapults at high pressurcs is beginning to take its toll on the hy-
draulic pumps. To date one pump has failed completely on the starboard
catapult and one is not building up pressure at the required rate, while
one pump on the port catapult is slow building up pressure. It is feared
that at least two more pumps will become inoperative during subsequent
operating periods this tour and should be on hand for installation during
availability periods in Yokosuka.

Congiderable difficulty has been experienced with the present 1nt of
bridles aboard. One FOF 2nd two AD bridles have broken to date and it is
believed the breaks rosulted because of faulty manufecture., This opinion
was substantiated by visiting rcpresentatives fron Buder. New lots of
bridles arc being requisitioned and RUDM's have been submitted on faulty
bridles, Sample bridles have been shipped for test and inspection.

4y Arrcsting Genr

Expericence to date has been routine with recspeet to normal landings,
With present flight schedules, wires will stond an averaze of 80 to 100
landings per wire beforec a change is necessary. The grentest problen has
been keeping yielding elements near the deck center functioning properly.
In many cases, jet tail skags inflict major damage to yielding elemont
parts. The use of nailed down blade~type elements in such cases is ex-
pedient while repairs are being effected.

One melfunction of the Davis harrier was experienced. An FI9F-2 passed
through two barriers, both of which were ineffective. Wrile the cause
is still being investigated, it can be said that the nose strut began to
break apart before barricrs werc engagad, and wreckage of the strut was
grinding on the deck pussing through the barriers. Copies of NAVAER 3142,
with photographs, are being sent to all appropriate cormands in the area,
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This ship is experiencing a very heavy usage of Davis barriers by
reagon of dropped tail hooks and miscellanenus taxi danmege, Constant
pressure on tractor drivers nnd plane directors has had favorable results.
During the period of this report, more than a six ronth!s allowance of
spare lifter straps has been expended; and it is reeommended thot the
present allowance be doubled;

During this period we have 2lso been cxperinenting with a bomb
barrier, fabricated of 3/8" and 5/16" wirc ropc. Stanchions used are
24" high, resulting in about an 18" height of wire net at deck center.
Experience has shown the best location to be immediately aft of #1 barrier:
Such a barrier has been successful in stopping hung ordnance dropped fron
landing aircraft. Also arresting wires bhave been successful in stopning
dropped rockets when yiclding clements arc left in the up position after
aircraft has landed.,

5. Aircraft Mointenance
General

Aircraft maintenance personnel attached to the ship have for the most
part been integrated into air group maintenance organizatinon., This has
resulted in much botter uwtilization of manpower than otherwise would
be the case if personncl werc assigned specific jobs »f engine buildup,
wing changes and non-aviation metalsrith work. In addition, both rated
and non-rated men are retting a ruch broader backcround in line mainten-
ance work.

Transportation

Tractor maintenance has consisted »f routine work such as replacing
spark plugs, starter, water pumps and earburctors, Three major overhauls
have been accomplished, It is anticipated that four tractors will be
turned into the pool at Yokosuka for replacoment. Replenishment day
usage is particularly hard on this type tractor duc to the large loads
cquiprnent rmust handle,

Adreraft Starting Fueilitics

Only four jet aircraft can be startcd from the two jot starting motor
genorators presently installoed noar the catapults. The remaining jots
spotted for the launch rmust be startcd by the threce (3) wheeled jot start-
ing jeers. It would be desirablce to have more jet starting motor ccnorators
instzllod on the ship at the following locations: Framc 60 starboard,
frapnc 75 port, framc 110 port, frame 130 port, and frane 145 starboard,
With this coverage all jeots could be started by ships power and eoveracce
would also be afforded in the cvent of a power casualty on any onc of
the starting motors. This installation would net require the usc of
Jeeps on the flicht deck cxeept in  ecases where nore than onc power
casualty might occur. A ninimunm of three jot starting jeops would still
be required for hengar deck turn-ups and such cmersoncy uscs as might be

required.
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The 28 volt D,C, starting system for propeller driven aircraft has
given satisfactory service, however indications are that in the future
sone difficulty may be experienced as the 250 amperage output may not be
sufficient for cold weather. AFU's have been turned over to individual
squadrons for operation, while the ship's aviation electric shop provide
service and maintenance. No particular service or maintenance problems
have been encountered. Five self propelled jet starting units are aboard,
One is used for electronic work, and of the remaining four (4), one has
been out of cormission since the first day of operations this period.
This has been due to failure of blower drive choin, a part which could
not be obtained through supply channels because it is not a maintenance
sparc. With exception of above unit, no serious problens of cither
mechanical or electrical hature have been experienced which assigned
personnel could not repair,

Oxyzen

The oxygen generating plant has not presented any particular
problems outside of regular maintenance required for such installation.
However, modifications have been introduced which greatly facilitate
aireraft oxygen servicing. Service outlets at Frame 70 starboard, flight
deck; frame 191 starboard, flizht deck and frame 70, hangar deck; have
been equipped with 250! lengths of hydraulic hose (Stk No. R-33-H-3-3000#)
which greatly speeds refilling operations as bottle reroval is not required.
This is a rmch more convenient method than using the re-charging scrvice
trailers, as no problem is cneountered moving in a tight deck spot. It
is fclt that with the present system, two trailers for hangar deck servi-
cing only is sufficient,

6, 4dvintion Electronics
General

The aviatisn clectronics maintenance has been performed under the joint
supervision of the ship's aviation electronics officer and the 2ir group
staff aviation clectronics ~fficer. Elcctronics personncl are organized
into threc groups: Trouble shonters, chock crews, and shop technicians,
Rotation of personnel will be made to afford an opportunity for training,
and for men to goin experience in all phases af nointenonces,

Shop Facilities

A1 test equimment and shop instnllations have operated sctisfactorily
during this operating period.

The size of shop #1 is inadequate to efficiently perforn naintenance
on all electronic cquipment now being supported. There arc 18 different
equipnents regularly being serviced in one shop for the support of four
squadrons and three conposite units, Oftcn o technician bas to wait his
turn to get to a test position due to the crowded conditinons in the shop.

Y

At least one more shop is urgently needed in allition to the present.

13-




S o Gefe

shop #1 and shop #2 (AEW shop). It would be advisablc to cquip this
additional shop prirarily for radar maintcnance leaving shop # on the

02 lcvel for the lighter woizht corrmunieations cquipnmont.  Duc to the radar
being bulkicr and koavicr it would be Acsirable to 1neate this shop on

the bangar deck 1lovel, possibly in B-127-L on the starboar? gide just
outboard of the number 3 aircraft clcvator,

Power

Prosont powor supplics to all the shops is adequate and is porforming
satisfactorily.

Four-hundred cycle power is available on the flight deek and hangar
dock but no cight-hundred cyelc power is available ot cithor placc, The
ship was adviscd prior to dermarturc from Alamedn to procurc a Waukeshow
auxiliary noweor unlt and istall a 800-1-D aiternat:r nn it with thc output
fod 4o the planc through a Kellogg Compensating Capacitors

After tho air group cmbarked it was found that VC-11 had a three
wheeled starting jecp equipped for a 600 cycle power ~utput; and VC-35
had a laeally desisned 2nd menufacturcd kit eapable of 800 cyclc power
outnut for their plancs. Of the threc differont portable prwer units
now availeblc on the ship the kit made by VC-35 is considered the most
practicnl., The kit contains an 800-1D alternator, and a Kellogzg Compeone
sating Capacitor built into a smnll notal box with a handle ~n top of tho
box for carrying. It can be carricd like a suitease by onc man to thoe
hanrar or flizht deck and pluzred into any 28 volt »utlct box on the ship.
The kit is usunlly plece? in the eatwalk out »f the way ~f slipstrcan and
tho output fol 1 the planc by menns of a 75-foot cxtonsion cord. The
output is eontrolled by thc installation of an ON-OFF switeh built into the
box. The kit is choap in comparison end casy to manufacturc. It presonts
nn stowaze probleom and dres not require  the use of an nlevator in noving
it betwoon hanrar deeck and flight deck.

Perfarmance

A11 airbornc cquipmont in usc has perfornmed in a satisfactory mannocr,
The APS-20 radar pcrformance has been partieularily ~utstanding roquiring
no more then routine upkcep. altheugh the APS-31-B rader in the AD4-NL
was cuusing trouble at the hepinning of the eruise it is now siving ox-
e~llent performance. The APS-31 radone on the AD4-NL, protruding as it
docs, rcecives nuch abusc. Of the three plancs on board all have patched -
radnmos. Mo sparcs were available in the forward arca at this tinc.

Supply

Nn informatisn on availability of Scetion R speres can be given at this
tine as all requisitirns for replenishment of sparcs have been marked frr
Aelivery on the ships return to Yokosuka.
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7. Gasoline

The main problem cneountered in servieing aircraft with fuel has been
rofucling ~f jet aircraft with their wings folded. This necessitates the
use of wing ladder and cxperiments te date have not resulted in a satis-
factory ladier. The ladder must be lisht in weight and yet strong ennugh
tn» withstand econstant hcavy usage « New ladders of thin-walled steel '
tubing arc on order and it is hoped they will provide the nnswer.

The rresent arrangement £or use of oil proportisners for mixing
jet fuel is not sotisfactory for f£flight deck usc in cold wenther. The
2il will not flow proporly during cold weather and it is necessary to
use rcgul~r gnsoline cans to pour warm 2il in the after nain tonks of
jet nircraft.

; Considerable Aifficulty wns experienced initially in taking aboard
aviation gasoline at required rates during initial replenishments and

f it is recommended thot carriers be 2llowed to replenish with aviation cas-
oline during the Underwey Training period and prior to deployment to the
forward area,

There is »ften ruch "lost time! in hook ups due to the faect that lonse
nyn fittings are cncountered in the six-inch hose furnished by the tanker.
It should be standard praciice for the tanker to tirhten hnse fittines
rriocr to sending over fucling hose.

%(/‘ It is also recommended that it become standard practice for the tanker
to flush nut hose with masoline just prinr to sending over the hose in

/ ordcr to dirdnish the possibility »~f cetting water, oil, ond foreign matter
| in the carricr!s pasoline system. ‘

8, Safet

A constant safety drive is earried on by the flirht deck safety officer
who is the Flipht Deck Boatswain and Rerair VIII Officer. He is con-
stantly retrolling the flight deck tn insure that safety precautions are
eomplied with and providing "on the spot' instructinn for those personnel
observed violating prccautions. Furthermore, all =2ir Jdepartrnent personncl
have signified in writing that they have read and understand all existing
safety rrecautinns.

B. AEROLOGY

l. Weather Sumary.

Upon leaving Yokosuka for the operating arca, the ANTIRTAM was given
a typical Western Pacific meteorclogical weleone. A severe 120 knot
typhoon nemed "Ruth" was heading north from Okinawa., Recurvaturc to the
east of Japan was indicated for "Ruth", but aftcr passing close to Okinawa
on a northerly course, it appeared that the storm would cnter the Sea of
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