.:"E“ 7 , | . . ‘ et

Uss ESSEX (cve) R R T
¢/o Fleet Post Office - .~ =~ -~ . -

'San Francisco, Calif, CV9/a16-13
R | ~ Serial: OLO

o  ’  | - 'jfl:  ; O :}g?,f;%iﬂ ;L} ‘ A12,Mar¢h l95é ; :tﬁ : Efjg
F ' ' o v : "‘f,

Tor ggmm?n aine. Ofiiger o W O QPRAY
o - ief of Naval Operations T CENTR v‘uﬁstp@joﬁ
Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division ONE. . , CER ,AL MA ;;

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet AR 2 01352

(3) Cemmander Naval Forces, Far East - : \ Reg: Nu: »w::;t:——‘-*“"

(4) Commander in Chief, U:S, Pacific Fleet ‘ Copy Nox - ,,,,,Z..,M,.

Subj: Action Report for the period 4 February 1952 to 7 MaFEw=is
Ref: (a) Dpiav Tustrusticr 24304 922849
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1. TIn accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 4
February 1952 to 7 March 1952 is hereby submitted,

PART T COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION:.

a, At various times during the period of this report , Task Force 77 was
composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV9), ComCarDiv ONE, R4«DM J. PERKY,
USN, embarked, USS VALIEY FORGE (CV45), ComCarDiv FIVE, R4DM F. W. McMAHON, USN,
embarked, USS ANTIETAM (Cv36), USS PHILIPPINE SEa (CVL7), USS WISCONSIN (BBéL),
Com SEVENTH Fleet, VADM H. M. MARTIN, USN, embarked, (Relisved by V4DM R. P.
~ BRISCCE 3 March 1952), USS ST PAUL (CA73), ComCruDiv ONE, R4DM E. E. STONE, USN,

- embarked, USS JOCHESTER. (CA124), and units of Destroyer Division 52, 71, 72,

92, and 111,

"b. During the subject period, the USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East coast

~ of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22-51 (2nd revision), plus
supplemental plans and orders 1ssued during the period, '

The mission of Task Force 77 was primarily to support the United Nations
ground forces in Korea; the sdpport missions included deep support, armed and
photogravhic reconnalssance, interdiction, NGF spcty’ interdintionndf énexy
suppdy:lines and Strikes against enery installations. - - ‘

.

PART IT CHRONOLOGY:

|, February Moored to Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan for yard availability,
17 Februery rest and recreation, R : ) SO AT

18 February 0557.ﬁndérWainokosﬁka,~Japan”fof‘opéféﬁin 'areé;iﬁ.accordancé WithL Té“gi
o " ComCarDiv ONE 14,0022Z Feb, USS WISCONSIN,%BBéh), USS ANTIETAM: R
_ (CV36) and DesDiv 72 in company. Conducted training exercises,

19 February Proceeding to Operating irea, Conducted Refresher Air Operatibns.
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20‘Febrdaryl*annducted refresher Air Operatlons. S '
.- 1100 arrived operating area and joined: Task Force 77._ ' :
© 1300 RADM J. PERRY, USN relleved nADM F W McMnHON USN, as .

.21 February ;Cnnducted Air Operatlons. :
‘ : 1037 AD, BUNR, 123633, ditched at EA 1,509 due enemy 4A flre. : . i
Pilot (LTJG F. S. JUTR4S) picked up by USS THOMASON (DD760) o
Pilot sustained minor injuries. ‘
1630 Fiu. BUNR, 97475 crashed at sea in the vicinity of K-50,
Probable c-use, piioh (LTJG Fa*G: GERGEIN) disoriented in snow
~ storm, Not recovered; listed as killed in line of duty.

22 February Conducted Air Operatioms, : '

' ' 1433 AD, BUNR. 123947, ditched inside 4SW screen, Probable cause |
loss of nil pressure, Pilnt (LT W. B. MUNCIE) recovered by ships .
helicopter; no injuries sustained.. : . ‘

23 February Conducted Air Operations.,

‘24 February Task Force replenlshed.

25 February Cnnducted Kr Operations forennnn. Air Operaficnskcéhcelled in B
afternoon due to weather.

26 February  Task Force repleﬁisﬁed.
27 Februarye Conducted Air Operations.
28 February | Cenducted Air Operations.

29 February  Condusted aiv Opsrstimms. S

1 Marchdi . Task Fcrce replenished.;_e L
2 March = Cenducted Air Operatlons
3 March ,ffnir Operetlcns cancelled due to weather.»;‘
r,rh;March;;d~d‘Conducted Adr Operatlens._ Transferred replacement alrcraft
. to USS ANTTETAX (CV36) | R e
5>March‘. '.Transferred replacement alrcraft to USS VhLLﬁY FORGE (CVAS)
S 1105 RaDM F. W. MCMAHON, USN, relieved ixDM J. PERRY, USN, as . ~ = .-
CTF 77, Task Element. 77 Ok CTE Captain W, F. RODEE, USN SN el N

Commanding Officer USS ESSEX (CV9) with RADM J . PER.RY USN ComCar e

-Div ONE embarked, USS TAUSSIG (DD746) and USS HANSON (D0832) '
departed Operating Area: for Ynknsuka, Ja pan in accordance w1th
CTF 77 0207lOZ Iarch. R , : :

6 March Enroute_Ynkosuka,}dapen.vM”“




7 Maréhj

9 March

10 March

11 March

PART 11T

Transferred replacement alrcrqft to F&sﬁom 11 at NAS dTSUGI.k
OQ27 anchnred in berth 138 Yoknsuka, Japan‘ , s

0600 shifted berths portside to Piedomnnt p1er (Berth 12)

USS ESSEX (cvoy chopped to ComNavFe for onward rnutlng CONUS and

so ended the first crmbat tour of the USS ESSEX (CVg) (27-A. COHVG?SIOH)
The work done by the ship and Air Group can best be told by the follow-
ing dispatch received from ComNavFe addressed: COMCaRDIV ONE, USS
ESSEX, and AIR GROUP FIVE: CCMUNDER NaVAL FORCES FaR EaST IS DEEPLY
ATPRECIATIVE OF THE SPLENDID MaNWER IN WHICH ESSEX PILOTS B4CKED BY THE
ESSEX CREW HAVE DOGGEDLY STRUCK DAY &FTER DaY 4T THE COMMUNIST
TRANSPOATATION NETWORK IN NORTHE&ST KOWEA X THE COMBINED EFFOKTS OF THE
ATit GROUP AND THE SHIPS COMPANY GUIDED BY THE IMAGINATION ~ND CahE-

FUL PLANNING OF THE CARDIV ONE ST4FF HaVE BEEN 4 PRIME FsCTOR IN THE
CAMPAIGN TO KEEP THE ENEMY INEFFECTIVE X ALL GCD SPEED aND THE BEST

OF LUCK ALWAYS X V:DM C T Joy

0600 pursuant Aidmin ComlavFe 090010Z the USS ESSEX (CV9) with ComCar -
Div ONE embarked, underway for San Diego via Pearl,

OEDN«NCE'

1, Expendlture of Alr Ordnance.

See enclosure (1)

2. Expenditure of'Ship's Ordnance for training,

a, For the Perlod h-29 February-

N 25 rounds 5"38 AN, . T L L '.,:A,,'u, +A,:‘ Sl T ,",,';‘J,ff,'f»,., SIS U S Z\,,,w_;

- 107 rounds 3"50

- b, Fnr the Perlnd l~7 March:

24 rounds’ 5"38
121 rounds 3”50

e ”he followingtotals of- anrunltlon were. expended for trainlng‘While the
USS ESSEX (CV9) opcrated in the Far East Cnmmand., The perlnd covered was._ :

from 18 August 1951 to 5 March 1952.,”

1,135 rétnds 5138 oLl e
4,114 rounds 3"50 - SIS SRR R

28, 679 rounds 20mm- 'ﬂ»f_ i A T R e e e

3e Comments nn Performance nf Ordnance. ej';g e f'rff,§~f;;'!“

; 24 The perfnrmance of ship's ordnance equlpment was satlsfactnry.~




ART IV BATTLE DAMAGE:
1. Ship l

-a, During the period of:this report several cracks were found in the welded
joints of the longitudinal strength member and web along the overhead of the
second deck, ILepairs were made by ship's force by chipping out the old weld
and beveling the crack before rewelding. ' v

The locations of these cracks was as follows:

Frame 67 Stbd.
Frame 101 Port
F;ame 104 Port
Frame 106 Port
Frame 124 TFort
Frame 128 Port
Frame 137 Port

Compt, A-215-L '
Compt, B-208-L
.Compt. B-208-L

Compt,.. B-208~L

Compt,. B-212-L

Compt.  B-212-L

Compt, B-R14-L

ERRRRE

2. Damaged inflicﬁed on the enemy,
See enclosure (1),

3, Démage inflicted on ESSEX aircraft.
Sec. enclogure (1),

PART V FERSONNEL PERFORMANCE #ND CaSUALTIES:

.,

l.' Perfnrmance.,

* Under the heavy work lo°d of continusus operations” the performance of — =

all pérsonnel has been excellent, Morale has been a factor requiring no
special attention as plans were laid during the ship!s training period for

a program of events outlined telow to include maximum utilization of welfare
and recreatinnal facilities. Prior to the ship's deployment to WesPac the
following was. instituted: .. * e , ' L o

a. Recreation and hobby-craft materials were purchased and plans made to
maintain the interest of and offer diversion to the crew, = PR

be A nightly broédcéstﬁwas‘coﬁdﬁcted by an officer of the. Alr Combat "~
Intelligence Office to}keepfthefcrew:informed‘mn;the activities of the day.

¢ A daily newspaper wés publishéd to keep personnellinfdrmed through'the‘ |

latest wire releases, ;

4, The ESSEX Broadcasting System was organized with members of the crew
participating as program directors, engineers, technicians, disc jockeys,
announcers, ete. - Programs, both cenned and live, were broadcast several hours

each day over the 3O This served not only to provide entertairment for those

who listened but was excellent training for the men who participated, -

R
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e Eac even1ng the Prntestant and Catbnllc chaplalns alternated in
cnnducting evenlng prayers immedietely followang tattoo.,;1_'}k e

o f. Happy Hnurs were rehearsed and shown to the crew at the end of each
combat trur while enroute to Yokosuka, Japan, Talent was plentiful, and the _
'perfnrmances were very well received by the crew, Persnnnel of the U, S, Naval

Hospital, Yokosuka enthusiastically recelved a special sh0w1ng pefonned in
December 1951. ,

g In port, smokers and busket-bell games were scheduled with other ships
and shore activities, :

h. Slghtseelng and samera tours were arranged for the men during ezch
"in port" period,

i. Japenese Variety Shnws were arranged for aboard ship.
e At Christmas the ship/enterteined 100 Japanese Orphans.
k."Cub Scouts from Tokyo and Yokosuka were enteriained.

" 1. AY Thanksgiving while in the operatlng area, the sh1p entertalned
six GI's from the front lines in Korea as guests, ,

m, German, Japanese and Spanish classes as well as courses in Blble and
Rleligious Instruction were held weekly. :

n, Divine serv1ces were held reoularly for Protestants, Catholics, Latter
Day Salnts and Christian Scientists. »

SRR o) ”MemorialHServices;were;cnnductedﬂat.thetend.cfieach,operationaliperiod;ﬁ='3 Fins

p. Mnvies were shnwn ‘daily except when combat cendltlons prohiblted.t Two
: shew1ngs were. usually run eac h evening. - . : : : -

o q. The ship's paper "The Carrier Pigeon” was published seml—monthly. The
"editorial staff was cnmposed of all crew members.;d AT R '

r.‘A Cruise Behk was assembled and prlnted in Japan for distrlbution.'

' ) Sae On replenishment d ays, the Shlp's Band played nn the hangar deck and
cnntributed muchﬁp morale. ; ; ,

T These various activ1ties outllned abﬁve proved great benefit to the
crew for they tanght us to play as well as work and flght as.a team.bﬂ

2, Ship's Corpary
. There were no casualtles sustained by ship's'COmpany,personnel. -

I G
e
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b, AMr Group FIVE" ”‘
- See enclosure (1),  J?*%
PAIT VI COMMENTS: |
1. Engineering Deﬁartmenf
a, The Engineering Depértmentwéxperienced no casualties during this
operatirnal period. ]
b._ReCOmmeﬁdations,
‘None ‘
¢, Steaming Data ‘ 21 hug 1951 :
v 14-29 Feb, 1=7 March 7 March 1952 -
Miles Steamed 583.3 2404.,8 17,693.6 - :
Fuel 01l received ~ 5¢0,208 386,442 10,743,023
~ Fuel 0il Delivered DD's 0 0 1,424,016
Fuel consumed (underway) €96,380 370,270 8,995,795
Fuel censumed (ar.cheored) 42,440 8,480 278,950
Lverage Speed ' . 16,3 16,7 - 16,2
Hours Underway 281,1 - 1hh 368L,8

d, During the period 24 August 1951 through 7 March 1952 the USS ESSEX
fueled 32 destroyers, at an average rate of 85,500 gallons per hour. The
USS ESSFX refueled from tankers 37 times during this pericd at an average
fueling rate of 175,000 gallons per hour, : '

B 2, Alr Intelligence ,

a, Fhoto Interpretagiéﬁ~~ﬂw

A Photn Interpretztion, like a heavily loaded freight train, got off to
a slow start at the bezinning of the first tour of duty in the Korean Theatre..
During the first operaing period, many mistakes were made and corrected,: In
" order to enable future carriers to0 avoid some of the pitfalls these suggestions -
are offered. E : e S '

(1) Prior to arrival in the Task Force stress the importance of K-25. :
strike photographs,: Since most pilots are not'experienced'inAthis type of -~
camera work a dlscussion regarding type of run, altitude, scale, and general .

make-~up of camera installation’proves'most beneficiale S ' PR

- a. Items such as strafing during camera runs. -

R

o

l

. Starting camera tno for away from targete =
Ca Errétic maneuvers during run afe a few thatyshould-be emphagisdd. .

{

. . . l(
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Valuable time is lost trying to piﬁﬁoint'piétﬁresbﬁakénfﬁithduﬁvkhoﬁlédgéjdfi=fw"'l
location, A photo card readily filled cut in 4 digit coordinates should be made - -
available to all pilots of K=25 QQPiPpedAaircraft, A e

~{2) An up to date file of photographs covering Korean "KING" airfields
should be maintained with a tickler system showing the last photo coverage and
-status of each field., 4 separate alphebetigalifile should be maintained of other
Korean fields., These established photographs can be readily located and the
status of the fields quickly determined, . '

(3) Complete and current 1:500,000 AMS L 751 series maps should be avail—
able in sufficient numbers in order that strike leaders, briefers, photo pilots,
and film-marking perscnnel have an adequate supply. A4 minimum of 10 ecopies of
each chart should be on hand, The Far East Air Force Material command located
at Tachikawa AFB has these maps instock ,available for distribution to Naval
Forces, : , R ‘ :

(L) A1l photography shfuld be marked and checked by the photo pilots
prior tn its delivery to the Photo Interpreter, The importance of correct ‘
crordinates omnnot be overemphasized. The additional time required by the photo.
pilots and film marking personnel in accurately locating photography will later
pay off great divedends in speeding up the actual interpretation and dissemination
nf the P,I, Report, : :

(5) During the early portion of combat operatiecns, the primary targets
were rail and highway bridges, Pichures of these bridges should be filed
alohabetically by area and numerically within cach area, This enables rapid.
location of desired bridges_as well as other targets. As the L4 defenses in-~
creased, more and more time was devoted to flak analysis. The original concept
was tn prepare flak mosaiés of bridges or nther targets including commanding.
_terrain. These mosaics proved to be very satisfactory. However, the whole . .
operation was chenged and 12-16 mile sectors of KR track were chosen as primary
targets, Flak mosalcs were then prepared of the entire route, Usually three
parallel runs at 1:5,000 were required tn give sufficient coverage. S

. AA encounbered in this theater, unlike German or Japanese Ad positions
of World War II, is mobile in every sense of the word. Positions pinpointed
one day will or cen be moved the following day. Cld positions are utilized
whenever they are present, No attempt was made te break the sizes down other
~ than small arms including machine guns;,automatic weapons;gpd;hegvy,_j~ ‘ :
, "~ (6) Pach ship should have a minimum of two enlisted men to assist the
photo interpretator in carrying out the required duties, these men should be \
Q, PH, or IF, strikers or petty officers, and prefereably should have ‘attended’
.‘Qne'of the photoj;nterpretation.schoéls;',The»ESSEX utilized‘the,facilities at
Barbers Print, ' B R pr : SRR - o

| oD Pﬁotogréphic”and"fhotg intérprététion‘prooedures as ocutlined by
Cemmander Air Force, Pacific Fleet restricted ltr FF4~1/J12 serial 30/307&;.
‘of 14 February 1952 should be utilized: as the basio operating procedures. . = :




‘b, Air Group FIVE has now eompleted the entire com at tour in the Korean . . -
operating area using 6rigina1[charts'COVQred\with'frisket7papér.‘,As‘far‘as~4‘ s
can be determined»the1Chartsuéhow'alluindiégtinnfof~being1sevviceable for fur- .
ther use, It is therefore recommended that the allowance of. ACS'1:250,000 ' .
charts be reduced to fiftys ~ .~ o oo T o e :

o. Tt was found during the training period at Pearl Harbor that it would
assist the ACI persomnel to have a small glass viewing port between ACI and .
Ready Room THREE, The installation was accomplished by ship's force and
permitted ACI personnel to view the ready room teletype and keep current with
latest information as it .came down from Air Operstions, and thus mimimized .
internal communications, ' : '

3. Photegrarhy.

a, At the beginning of operations in the Korean area the Photographic
" Officer began recording infeormation necessary to determine the maximum working _ *
load of the photographic. laboratory and the times required to complete various
steps of processing through the laboratory, - To obtain this information one man
was assigned the task.of maintaining acecount of all aerial film recording the
times aerial rolls entered the laboratery and this time required for processing
through the varinus steps to completion,

'411 information concerning time for processing, marking, printing and
delivery has been taken from these records, - Negatives and prints which were
processed and later discarded have not been included in the production figures
as only material which was satisfactorily completed and delivered have been used,

;% Since ae%iél photographic'redqnnaisSance was of prime importanbe, other
$tems performed, such as RUDM!'s, deck crashes, public~information work, copies
.of maps, charts and drawings have been omitted from the production figures.

Aerial photographic reconnaissance work consituted approximately 90% =
of the total work produced during the operating period 24 August 1951 to

g March 1652, . o o

. “Equipment uscd‘foridrying“fihm,énd gcnne prints were two (2) zerial film - '
aryers (Morse A-5). for the film, and one (1) 26" Fako Matte print dryer for the - ‘
sorne prints, ol S - S I :

- AERIAL’

-~ - PHOTOGRAFKY ' o c ~ -« PERICDS - B " SR
1st - 2nd o w3rd o kth o 5tho entire. |
8-20-51 10-4-51  11-16-51 ~12-29-51 = 2-23-52 ~ peried. . .
9-16-51  10-30-51  12-11-51 1-31-52 3§§—52 R ‘
%Sorties Flown _ _ _ T3 _ __ 68 ___ BLoo LBl L2l Lo 2g8_
Number of rolls -
filed, o . _ o _ 2 301 __ 49 A0k o 30 . AT
Average ex- ' S : LT e
:\

“jm@sjgjﬁb-,Ji;__,@_;7_39____B__-,@;d_;,_@;!Q.




NEGATiVEs C1st”

Number of 9 %9 4, 799
B &} nepatlves

fober of 9 x18 ~~~ TS TTTToTTTo oo ToToT-TTT T

B&W negatives 0 - -0 0 12,71 ' LTL C 1742

Nunber of 9 x 9 L , o . :

zolor trans— 0 - 0 0 ~ 188 0 138

parencies FiloGe _ o o e R

Number of K-25 - ) ‘ :

strike photo's Ll 113 124 118 16 415

filed, {capsule - , . ' .
&néﬁill?xliﬁl _____ e e e e e e e e e - om
Number of K-17 ' . '
strike photo's c -~ 0 L5 - o 0 45
£iled, (capsule SRR '
installation)

S — — — —-—..——._—..._—-———-—-—..—_—..—.——_————.—_—.——-—

. ‘ Total for
PRINTS Ist . 2nd C3pg o Lthoo oo 5the entire
g-24-51  10-h-51  11-16-51 12-29-51 2-23- 52 . operating

9-19-51 ~10-30-51 12-11-51  1-31-52 ~3-5-52  period

Number 9 x G A = - AR R DN e
prints made and .- 43,201 55,CL8 37,92& 79, 9c8 15,026 231,107
delivered, Do ¥ L . : ‘

Number of 9 x 18 R : R i T A
prints made and- o ... 0 - 0 ¢5,252 5,_81 20,433

- delivered, - ._._.___... L

A ’t.o i’ilm marklng.

— o — o — ---—-—-—--—-—————7-—-—-—%——-_-——-—--—-———-—-——

"~ Number of strike S , o ; ‘ ,
photo!s 8 x 10 S 616 1582 '1?36 S 2445 . 280 ¢ 5984k
_made and dellvered. ';; TR _ : L L

“Th° term sortle is used to dennte uhe fllght of 2 51ngl° aircraft._ During
which phﬂtogr&phle coverage was obtained, - M :
TIME opvorIon T {

Rurnlng lime

hyerage time to €M 1'-07{* f,]--'69M 1,~9f‘.«,{ -'69M' 1‘—9_;
progess & wash R N Gl

Ve D

‘Average tlme to . R

dry one rOll of BOM l~37:;930M 1—37 36M 2-19 69h 46W lH 57Mink
film, ' . ’
Aversge time ¢ -
- meke firet flash F0M 3—07 lhON 3-59 60W 2-&5 BAN —43 lOJM A—07 95M BH 32M1n
‘Drlnt &nd deliver ‘
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e PRODUCTXONV'

 Average time to
identify, mark

" (grease pencil)
ard deliver flash
print te P.I,

“ 1st N '

16a6 5-33 139 6-18 UM k2 T0M 1-53

824 5-29 115M 5H 27Mir-

'~----.—.-__._....__—__._._.__—_—..——_.__..—._—.——-—.—-—-—_‘..—--—._

 Average time to
mark one rnll of
film computed
from time of
delivery to film
marklng hntil
Average time Por
one set of mark-
"ed prints te P,I.
This print made

"from marked neg-

T¢me all work
completed, for-

10

_._._-—-—-——-—.-.’—-___—__.—_—..—..—-.—.—-—-—-——...,...

0800 093634
5th TOTALS .
I8 et T
900 - 5383
278 . 3638
C120 0 240k
,16,;;;fiff‘415yf:1°~
L I ; ;«"I,V h
22 o 17T
280 T 598h
- /f L//

112M 8-15 146M 844 124M 8-22 1L0M g-17 $7M 9-03 124M 9ﬁ O6Mir

_warding letter 0900 1000 1000 1100
- written and - S '
- work delivered
‘@z@ﬁgmm@;_______-__________________“ ____
K—ZS STRIKQ FFOTOGhApHY ' : : ' : )
e i 1st. . 2nd.. 3rd . Ath
_Rolls Taken * 0 76\ 58 v 75
. Total possible expcsﬁ;es** 0 1520 1375 1588
Total expnsures,ﬁaken"~* 0 ~llél‘-  1132 '1067 '
'TﬁTntal usable exposures ¥ O ‘804" 694 786
-:K;Thtal negetives filed .- Ly 113 ».~'12A.7 ous o
..  th1ls not used due to- ¥ O 9 k4 2
“o L ponr techniques;‘ L : : S L
" 8x10 prmts made. R 616  ~ ‘]'.'582_?‘ ‘1736. ‘ .,'1.770.“»:
‘Lt‘* No recnrds kept this perlnd. ]



. BEW posiﬁive‘ffncessedf- o o ; - 13,0007 ‘f 7 ~“.f;l3;OO0 :

" 16mn MOTION PICTUME GUN CAMERA FOOTAGE PROC
- . CAMERA FOOTAGE FORWARD 'AS  LISTED BELOW,

- B&W negatiVes processed

: 6;900 ;78,900 ‘ SR ,’v_ >~.30,500 S

Kecachrome forwarded s - 10,595 g o . 10,595
TCTALS ’ . 11,000 17,495 8,900 13,000 3,7OCA 54,095

¢, Tne following is a record of the number of prints and negatives in addition
to the aerial reconnaissence work, These figures are for the quarterg ending

30 Szp 1$5%, 31 Dec 1951 and 31 March 1952 (figures for the quarter ending 31

March 1352 ircludes work performed up to and including 15 March 1952.)

B&W | BEW.
Negatives: . Prints

Quarter Quarter. Quarter  Quarter Quarter Quarter'
- ending . - ending _ending .- ending . .ending. . ending. . .-

e ___shoa 2/a/n_ynle sbyn. 1LV YDl

Misc, 35mm I, D, - 520 352, 0 829  5kk 120
2% x 34 Ete, E o : o , :

kx 5. . 586 'Mlééo - 1025 1172 48u8 1734 S

5x7 e - 18, 1576 58
gxtlo o o s C a3 128060 32372

Cwxuw == - 35 503

16 x 20 ,»\,‘ 53;17  41 | - 292" 1053 1151 .

coo 18 x 20
20 -x 24

“. d, Print Drying .

.. reconnaissance work, . The

BT IR e e R R

omis e e o lows ek swme !

ot G o e

KO R

. '> nying’Sbnhé“pfiﬁféfﬁééﬁbééﬁ3 he main source of troubiéfihfébmpléting'aeriély}ﬁ*‘f<

standard 26" Matte: dryer was'speedediup’to‘a*ratelofﬁjwff""

rnh%f’six foet per minute,.’ Partial drying was required before‘entéringfthe dryer,f5.;f;‘f*77

~and it was foun

ssign three men to operate when drying two rolls .- - f:

d necessary o




. T g ". SO o LRy
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Print drying is the big time consumer due to the fact that at the rate of drying -
- three feet per minute using the 26" Matte dryer one hour znd seven minutes is R
‘required to dry one 200! roll of Sonne paper, Drying two rolls simultaneously =
- averages ocut to 34 minutes per roll or approximately twe rolls per hour, In - .
“eight hours the maximum nurber which may be dried is sixteen - provided the dryer:
'~ is drying continucusly. If° the laboratory were required to process six rolls
of aerial film a day and make nine prints from each r~1l - the time required for
drying the prints alone would amount to twenty-seven hours.. ‘

herial Film Dryers were frund wnsatisfactory for drying Sorine prints. When
uséd. for Senne prints the drive ohains on the machines continucusly broke, re-
quiring constant repair and maintenance Additional equipment and space were
made the subject of separate correspondence (USS ESSEX serial 2097 of 26
November 1951). ' .

e, Develrping Outfit for 95" x 400! | : | S

It is recommended that item L43 HSO Catalog Section 1801, Developing
Outfit, type B-6 SN E12-D-163-325 be added to the Section "PM 41lowance List.
The K-18 Magazine (Ma-4) S/N E18-M-469-100 and 390' Aerial Film S/N E18-F,
31485-160 c¢an not be used without the above develnping outfit for processing.
During operatinns with the. two FoH-2P the K-38 Aerial Camera could not be fully
utilized because developing ovtflts were not’ available for processing 390!
rolls,

Le Communications
+. During the fifth and final period for ESSEX in the operating area, task |
 force crmmunications reached a level of performance more stablilized ‘and reliable
than for any previous period during the ship's seven months' tour.

b, CW circuts: the use of the Task Force Common CW cirecuit for relay
of traffic tn Task Force 95 units (through a destroyer in TF 77) required clcse
' supervision in order to minimize the delay in traffic delivery., Heavy back-
" logs developed primarily due to overloading of the circuit (e.g., Ckt ¢3.3a)
between the designated TF relay end TG 95,2 ships. It is recommended that fre--
‘quent inquiries be made of the TF 77 destroyer to determine whether more ex-
peditious methods of clearing traffic can be controlled, Proper assignment of
.. precedence by criginators is important in raising the efficiency of this as well
+ . as any other circuit, - ' Co ' o L
o ce Radinteletype‘circuitgz the reduction of outages on the ship-to-shore
circuit with NDT, Tokyo, was made possible through a conscientious effort to sh¥t
. frequencies with a minimum 1pss of circuit time. On occasions the shift was o
" made in less than forty seconds, No shift during the last two weeks of operations
: required more than three minites to complete. The average of 20 plus hours of ‘
- ¢ontinuous communications reported in the preceding action report was raised
-~ to a daily averages of 23 hours. . ' . - .
Teletype maintenance has been of primary.concern throughout the ship's
trur, Governor assemblies—particularlv, governor erntocts—required frequent
- gérvieing and replacement of parts (scme of which have been difficult to obtain). / ot

. St R : £ '7}'
s e




" Tac. Air Admin, Net(CW)- D188,ETC. L5200 k28

 ¥EA Recso (GN) .

. .1t is recormended that m nrs installed in: ESSEX equipments (MOD 18,
. MOD 15, TD, MOD 50, etc.) be replaced by. synochronous motorss © The ship. -
_ has been fortunate to have an extremely capable teletype repairman on board, ..o
It is suggested that more than one man trained in this specialty be assigned : = o
-to a carrier task force flagship, . ‘ I TR T R U R A

Due tn the increased eﬁphasis;on TTY¢éhmmunicationslitﬁis fﬁrther_recomménd—‘:_f
ed that the space alloted to teletype equipment and associated working area be
praportisnately extended during the next overhaul period, '

d, Vrice circuilts: the arca commander upon recormandaticns by this command
assigned an aiditional davlight frequency (designated Z-31 by the current edition-
nf 5th AF COI #29) for ecmmwmicaisns with JOC, Korea, ‘ o
The situation with regard to JOC, Korea has improved markedly with the
allocation of frequencies as revised during the past seven months, Night voice =~
communications can still be improved; however, the velume of traffic on” the net n
during the dusk-to-dawn period has been at’'a minimum, :

e. Radinphotography: three schedules with NPG3 were arranged with NPG3
during the two weeks nf this period, Two were unsuccessful due. to heavy in-
terference reported by NPG3, Shifting of frequencies had no effects Hours '
and frequencies assigned for the third sked, which was successfully conducted, |
were not changed, - : :

f, Traffic: a comparison of message counts for the first and fourth
 perinds——each covering a full month's operatinge—follows;, An increase of.
_approximately 47% outgning and 17% incoming was noteds .

~~ USS ESSEX (cve) i S S S _ | o
...~ Flagship = CTE (CCD=1) - o= o= 20 hug = 19 Sep ..ldan -3l dan ..
. Lo ‘ - 1951 . oo 1952 T

~ Circuit Y N
T s e s w...oour - IN
" Fleet, S/S to ComNavFe-ik.8/C19A ~ . 228 - - 18 oo -2189 0177 -
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‘Prinary 5/5 (GW) . - Al Serles e e
(CW)(Simplex Man.) . - P30 Series. - e

Siﬁpléx:ﬂaﬁual to’Guam-Pih‘SefiéS»1 ;i f: : LR -  ”;':7 | 38  *~ 10 _--t

Guam ?rim; Broadcést ~B5 i - ‘v: - r: , 8108 | : ’7 ' 8@66

"JIGY Broadcast = . - - 154

'Hicom Broadcast ~B32,2 & 123 Ke. - 5780 . - 6851

Guam Prim.’Genl.Bdcst.éBlé, - , “‘ - g6 - LO9

Visual (F/L & Sema.) . | 577 932 A8 827 o
Mail (E;ﬁ}m{) ’ ' : - 50 8 . 60 70 '

TOTALS =~ 4038 20297 5940 - 23688

| 5. Gunnefy Pt e S A e i e e

a, During the period that this vessel operated in the forward area, the

most important role performed by the Gunnery Department was the replenishment

at'sea, T S EORE , I

: - (1) During this perind, this vessel replenished ammmnition at sea,

thirty-seven (37) times, receiving a tntal of 6,65, tons an average number

_of ‘whip trips per hour was fifty-seven (57) with the highest rate being ninety-

- three-(93) per hour,  The greatest tonnage received in cne hour was one hundred =
si)cty_seven (167) fons. - - ’ e S T

. (2) Provisions were replenished at sea thirteen (13) times with this

~yessel receiving a total of 920,7 tons at-an average rate of 34.9 tons per . o

hour and the fastest hourly rate being 77.3 tons.

 trensfers of personnel and freight, and thirty-two (32) destroyers wére4re—«ﬁh;;:‘
- fueled at sea, - The total number'qftpefsQnQE};ﬁ;ansﬁsrréd:by highline is four -7

'7’f'(3)'0ﬁejhundfed'fortY—hhe déstrdjefé‘eéme alongside for highline

e heytthees GV m L T
;‘ <  (b)“All'fepleniéhmeﬁﬁsﬁéndfféﬁgféfgﬁwefeféccémplished Without'aﬂ§ihgi¢ ‘F5'
lnss or casualty, .<569'38+A?mingﬁand»RetFueling at sea analysis_cha;ts);;_;“-zj”M;

6, Air Department

. a, Catapult and irresting Gear |
. During the period‘cmﬁered bymﬁhis,requt, ca£épult'and arresting_géar
- operatin ‘yasinormal,vyith<the'followin' exception, . . S : ‘i;_’.'//




S T T LR o
.. ,0n shot No, 3229 the ret:aétingfpanel‘operétorfinxthe"starbéérdic
- pult noticed an excessive pressure loss during the retracting stroke, The '~

. catapult wes put ocut of commission and closer examination of the;bonétantffifkff-J

stas o

. pressure valve revealed that the bolts which secure the base of the\Valve'hdusing:

to Fhe elb0w had come lnose, allowing the entire housing assembly to raise
gurlng retrac?lon, and nil to escape past the constent pressure velve spindle
1pto the gravity tank, Tighténing the bolts resulted. in satisfactory retraction.

<. bi‘FlightcDeck -
(1) Cemplement of aircraft

‘ During the past seven montrs of operatinns in the Korean area,

" the aircraft complement eboard this vessel has fluctuated between 60 and 77
planes, This variation in complement has given flight deck personnel and ex-
cellent opportunity to.determine'the operating capacity of the CV34 Class
gireraft carrier, when cperating under war time conditions. With 77 aircraft

aboard the following difficulties were most apparent:

(a) Maintenance suffered because aircraft could not be moved to the.
hangar deck immediately frllowing recovery, or if already below, could not be -
moved to a spot for turn up, wing spread, drop check or engine change. (Thirty-

- gwn %s the maximum number of mixed types which con be spotted on' the hangar.:
eck). ‘ ; , ,

(v) Servicing of aircrafthwas slow due to lack of room on the flight

deck to spread wings on 4D, F4U and FOF type ajrcraft for loading of 250# bombs.
‘and for fueling tip tanks in F2H-2s. . . : , REE
'(c)‘Movemeht of airciéft'wéé most difficult due to limited space
’ngailable’ahead of the barriers when holding a ready deck,

.

(4) Flight and hongar deck crashes were caused largely by errors in
; . oy
judgement of personnel making fast respots under over-—crowded cenditionsy

(&) Recoveries which inclided several aireraft with jammed guns or

f;,f  * aireraft which cruld not feld wings due to battle damage overcrowded the deck.

40 a point where barrier operaticns were restricted,

(£) With 77 aircraft‘hh\boara there is\iﬁsufficieht,spacejfor'stt¥J

“ w0 ting visiting aircraft ahead ~f the barrierss It should be possible to re- '

: - chver at least five to six»additional:gircraft;phile,hnlding aiteadyjdeck}'i"f"{'

. (g) Late chahgeé‘td7tﬁé'ééhédﬁlé:freqﬁéﬁtLyZCGUld not be accomplished

, :‘dﬁe’tn the fact that any special aircraft could not be broken out quickly or
o f,eaSilyAfrom'a hangar deck ¢ontinucusly tyo‘blocked with: aircraft.. LT
: _f l . (&) The bomb load on the.first-ADrsfbh.the strikevffeQuéntly‘had f7f
©° . vtn.be limited during low wind crnditions due to the fact that deck run was
.~ Iimited by the number of aircraft which had to be kept rn the flight deckas s -

D During operatirms with 66 to $8 aircraft aboard all of the above
isted problems can’ be minimized to and it is possible to achieve and main-

4




' CLASS!FIED

:\'aln the hlghest pnsgeble state'of operatlng e:flciency. . '-;_fiiiii~?;;f'f-;.'

(2) F2H Rearward aning

: , F2H's were towed backwards durlng flight and hangar deck resp@ttlng
, u31ng universal towbars modified with honks turned 90° and facing outboard.. /
‘sprnge rubber pad 6 inches thick, 7 inches wide and 22 inches long is mounted '
over the apex of the towbar on the backs of each tracter.’ The ocenmter &f the
pad remained under the center of the fuselage regardless of tractor turns, If
the towing rings on the F2H were horizontal instead of vertical the universal
“towbar cruld be used without any modification., Np Banshees were damaged while
using this method nf rearward towing. . R ‘ '

ce Operating Data

1) Feb - 1 Mar - Total in
29 Feb 7 Mar Korean Area
> N ) S

Arrested landings 666 - 169 7,928
Catapult shots %Stafbnard) , ’ 180 \ 52 4 2,110
Catapult shots (Port) ' w0180 59 2, 116
Gasnline (gallons) , 351,741 - 97,928 . 4,629, 810 :
Lub0il Symbol 1100 : 2;877 . 597 16,235
Lub0il Symbol 1010 - - oo 1,192 : 480 . 23,590
LubOileymbnl 1120 - - 87 o 13,918 ‘
Alcnhnl nN-A—18 f S .: , 0 o . 205

(l) Total tnnnhpe of alrcraft oranance expended by ESSEX Air Groups -
Worl War IL. B . hetee

, (2) Total tonnage of alrcraft ek dnenca expended by Alr Group FIVE durlng
- fiI‘S Kor\'an COmbc-t tmur USS ESS&X ,,,j..«‘;;-:; ‘, S L mlEn s . 903 -

,,,, (3) Total’ 1and1ngs, ESSEX frnm comm1531nn.ng 31 De»ember l9h2 untll
arrlval Seattle 15 September l9h§° ?‘f 1A,‘,:e_b“,,“” - ;ﬁ 31 015

, (h) Tntal landlngs, ESSEX frnm re—cnmmissionlng 15 January 1951 toﬁ‘}
end of Cﬂmbat tour A March 1952,:;‘jv N : 1&,558 &

-7, Supplv Depertment o '_?f,

' a. Av1at1nn Stnres -

R (1) The USS ESSEX (”V?) was nutfltted in Mareh 1951 w1th 4 180 day
- allowance, of  aernautical material and peculiar aircraft spare parts for the
fnllnw1ng types.l; , ;

-~ (a) F9F2-2P | e R P S S e
(b)) AD=lNLAQUUW,AN T e e
(c) FLaU-4 e S I .
© o (dY FLUSN -
(e) Ho3S-1
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~ DECIASSIFED
vTh;s;initial"allowance~wassuppiéﬁeniedfﬁy‘thé‘foliowing‘éddiéiénai"aliéwaﬁées»°‘
for new aircraft»typesfand,configurations'assignéd]as the months passed: o

(1) FoH-2 ,2P

(2) £D=2,3,4L,4NL
(3) FLU-LB

(4) FLU-5NL

(2) hctual flisht ~peratiens (with resultant maintenance of aircraft onboard) -
commenced in April 1951 and continued practically uninterrupted for elewen months,
During this time 2152 requistions, representing apprnximately 12,900 items,
were submitted to fill allewances of those items which reached the low limits
established on-the stock record cards,. Supply support has been good. The
USS JUPITER, primary source of aircraft parts in Japan - Knrea area, was able
to. £111 about 75% of the items required, Those items that could not be filled
were obligated (if NIS) or passed to ASB Yokosuka or ASD Oakland for action
(if NC). Material which had to be shipped from the continental U.S, tock on .
the average of 20 days to reach the ship if sent by air - 50 days by surfaces L~
Corperation between aircraft carriers and delivery service by "COD" aircraft :

. of WWR-23 greatly assisted in decreasing i0G's and kept aircraft utilization
high, . .

(3) The perind 1-15 January was the most critical period during the entire

cruise, The original 180 days allowance (approximately 18,000 items) was
exhausted insofar as high usage and critical items were concerned, and stock
replenishment on critical items was slow and necessitated requistioning on
a Priority "A" basis, Although stocks were.reordered as low limits were reached,
and requistions mailed off weekly, 510 requistions were pending on 15 January,
representing about 1200 items due, Of these 1200 items 19 were pending on
a Pricrity "A" basis for #0G aircraft, Between 15 January and 18 February
apprrximatély 800 of these items were received, When the ESSEX departed from
Yekosuka on 18 February, the remainder of the unfilled Priority "C" requistions

- were cencelled, and during the lest.two-week operating period only. Pricrity . = . -
MAN 3tems for AOG aircraft were ordered. It has been determined that 90% of
AOG regquistions stemmed from items not in allowance lists, Where such items
were required more then rnce, usage data was forwarded to the JUPITER with
a request that she stnck those items, UsagevreportsvtO'AMO,'Oakland'énd
submission of stubs to Fi.0 (for tabulatirn by 4S0) will serve as a basis for
correcting allowances for wartime operatinon, ’ : ‘

(4) The allowance of flight‘deckAcldﬁking should be increased three times. .vj<f::i
Each man requires at least two jerseys to carry him while one is being R

'y

]aundered; in additicn; each man will wear out one or two winter and summer - . /¢ :

jerseys during six months of constant wearing. Two pair of flight deck shoes
per man are also required}for'the same TIeastn, : : R ’

~ 2 (5) An attempt by the ESSEX tn receive aircraft engines at sea from a supply
- ship of the replenishment greoup was unsuccessful because of transportation

difficulties ashoré, - The deadline date scheduled for the experiment could ndt;‘ ,;m
be.met, The procedure used in the Mediterranean of floating engines in steel
containers 1is undesirable in this task farce during wartime operations as

the replenishment program is carried rn while underway.




T

It is therefore recommendeﬁjthat a;trial"ﬁraﬁsfer‘betweén'shipS‘ﬁsing a’
Burt-ning rig.be undertaken, Engines in steel containers” gross between 4500
and 5000 pounds. - Wings (2000 1bs) and propellers (700 1bs) were regularly . .
transferred at sea with no difficulties, T T M e RN

_ (6) Squadrens being deplayed to the forward area are advised to obtain

a full allewance of Section "H" and "U" material and winter Tlight clothing
as provided in ACL 21~51 prior to embarking on the parent carrier, .

b. General Stores

(1) The system of replenishing GSK stoves in this area by Mobile support
is crnsidered very gond. The USS CASTOR issues stores within one dey after the
presentation of requistions, Paper work is greatly reduced by ordering only
materials carried by the CsSTOR as listed in the GSM Catalog, published by
- COMSERVRON 3, : '

(2) Critdcal GSK items that cannot be supplied by the CaSTOi may be ob-
tained from other ships at sea or in port, from Fleet Activities, Yokosuka or
from PRCO, Usklend via CTG 92,1 or CTG 92.5a Only prierity "a" and "B" re-
‘quisitions should be  placed on Fleet Activities when items are NIS from support—
ing supply ships, because the mission of this shore activity does not include
support to combatant vessels., During the entire cruise the ESSEX has had a
negligible amount of GSK material forwarded directly from Oakland, '

(3) Experience to date regarding the replenishment of Electronics and
BuShips Machinery Spare Parts has been fairly good, How-ever, the logistic:
support of these hard to get items is neither as prompt nor as expedient as
‘that of GSK, Nevertheless, service was excellent from the supply ships
CHIMON, LEAGUE ISLAND, ELECTRON and PROTON, Items-NIS or NC are forwarded
to PRCO, Oaklend,  As aprroximately seventy per cent of the electrenic and
' mechinery spares are. "hard to get! items in this area, ships scheduled for the

' NAVFE area should concentrate on having on board all allowed spares prior to
departure from the United States. S e ‘ :

(L) The General Stores Group has placed requistions for GSK, Electronics
and Spare Parts material’during,the,cruise;jusp-concluded with the following
results: o T e : : = : S R

GSK Reouistions

Placed with CASTOR . .=~ = oL
Accomplished by CASTOR S 6%
Placed with other activities -~ .~~~ - 530 -
Completed with nther activities -~ = 58
Total number of Priority 4" requisitioms- - = . 8

Total number of Priority "B" requisitisms . 27

.

' EIECTRONICS LINE ITEMS

. Placed wifn PIOTON and ELZCTMON = 687
“Accemplished by PROTON and ELZCTHON - 53%

18
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-_BUSHIPS SPARE PARTS LINE ITEMS

 Placed with IEAGUE ISLAND and CHINON . 428
-~ Accomplished by LEAGUE ISLAND and CHIMON : 7%

Shortages;of the foliowing items have caused Priority "a" and BN pe—
quistions: ' . ' :

(a) Bearings

(b) "V" Belting

(c) Gaskets : SR :

() Winterization Equipment (snow shovels, pushers, rock salt, stoddard
solvent, ete,) |

(@) Intelligence materials (bristle board,mapping tacks, frisket paper
plifilm) - '

(£) Automntive spares for jeeps, peeps, fork lifts, etcy

(g) Hurricane tie down equipment for aircraft (13" 21 thre:d manila

~ rope, wire rope, clips, etc,) ‘

(h) Electrrnics spares ,

(1) Flight deck repair equirment (metal, lumber, studs, etc.)

(3j) Webbing for strap on bomb skids. S

(k) Valves and parts

(1) Batteries (all types)

(m) Duplicating machine materials (mester sets, paper, fluid, etc,)

(n) Machinery spare parts -

Intra-ship transfers and carrier on board deliveries (by CODFISH) have
aided grately in our record of experiencing no major machinery or electronic
shut down.during the nine months since leaving the U,S, '

(5) The allowance of seventy~five per cent foul weather clothing has been
more than adequate to meet the demands of the rigournus winter months in the
-~ Japan-— Korea areay and- this allowance is considered liberal, . It is recommend= . - _..-
ed that the ESSEX carry approximately ten per cent ‘more that the quantities
ghown as issued, This will:conserve eritical materials and give the ship
“additional space to carry other essential stores.

A comparison of clothing issued and clothing allowed is shown below:.

c s - ISSUED ' ALIOWED
Artics B T -o1n7s 2250
Parkas =~ ’ 203 ' 300 °

Drawers, Winter - .~~~ - 1489 ) 4500.
Helmeds, L e et e 1348 ‘ 2250
Parka, :iain e S <1 L R 2250
-Jackets, Winter: L ..o 2089t 2250
Face Masks o P e 850 ' 2250

- Mittens N-2 L L 1305 2250 °

C Mittens W=3 0 o 87T 0 2250
Socks oo oo o 03370 - 6750 .

‘Rain Trousers R 14 2250




Issusb © ALLOWED

" Winter Trousers . . . . 1157 0. 2250
~ Undershirts - . .. 15530 o 4500
Goggles~ - - 729 S 2250

, From the figﬁres_it’can be-readily Seen'thatfthe'allowahcé granted is
excessive, -~ From now on, the ESSEX plans to carry approximately 10% over the
quantities shown as issued. -

This will result in'fuli wtilization of and and alleviate the cramped
cendition of the storerooms,.

(6) Departmental Budgets have been established in acccrdance with Afloat
hccounting Memorandum No, 2. In setting up these budgets, the following
departmental percentages were esteblished:

*“
Per Cent Daily Budgeb Quarterly Amount

Administrative Lo5% 8 22,22 ~ $ 2,000.00
Operations 8 - 38.88 o 3,500.00
Airoor et dbes e o B333 7,500.00
Gunnery 10 50,00 . k,500,00
Engineering 33 156,66 15,000.00

‘Navigation 1 _ "3.33 ; , 300.00 :
Supply . 1% o - 55,55 o 5,000.00
"Dental ’ 05 .94 o 175.00
Paint s 2 2,500,00
C.0, Reserve ‘ 9 o 45.83 ' S 4,125,00
"—inOtalsi e s e e loo v/d? ok : . o L 1'4'9,9 OOO iOO

Close supervisinon in conformity with regulatiens hes been-maintained with
“respect -to adjustments of these budgets and each department is required to
stay within its budgetary limitation. . oo AR R

(7) The crnservatien of critical items as contained in the Pacific Supply -
Line Publication of CINCPACFLT/COMSERVPAC of October has been rigidly enforced,

- A1l stub.requistions for these items are carefully screened by the Supply
. Department,-and requests of unusual quentities are required to be justified.

(8) The combined supply support received from the service activities and
ships in the Japan — Korea arsa was considered outstanding. .At no time during
the entire cruise did the ESSEX lack any item of electronics, machinery spares,
or GSK that may have caused a major equipment shut down, . .- ‘ :

‘:c. Ships Service - ffl
(1) Sales in the ship's service store activities have been well above the
 expected average during this eight menth eriddse,  Japanese merchandise sales

- were high, especially during the Christmas: sezson. ;ﬁf“w




- iSé#éle_BéZéaﬁ,sélésiQf Jébanéée‘gﬁbds‘wére held during special hours at
‘which time various items were displayed on tables, These sales were popular

“ with the crew, and the demand offer@d an opportunity to display a large number

of items, Of the regularVShip service items nomally stocked, cigars, cig-
arettes, candy and wrist watches have enjoyed exceptirnally high sales,

(2) 4 monthly breakdown of sales is listed below for period beginning
July 1951 and terminating February 1952: .

July $19,125,00 November $44,647.00
August 26,549,00 December  28,853,00
September 30,112,00 7 January 31,582,00
Octnber 41,117,00 February 22,949,00
 Total Sales $244,934.,00
Menthly Average 30,167,00

High menth in sales was November 1951 when Ship's Service activities sold
$,4,000.00 worth of merchandisd, The crmbination of Japanese items and the
Christmas buying season were factors in making this menth the leader, The
low mrnth was July, the first month away from the United States, It was also
interesting to nnte that the overall percentage of sales was thirty-three per

 cent greater during the opcrating periods than during the inport pericds.

(3) The support received from the USS CaSTOR and Fleet activities, Yoko-
suka during the cruise was very good, Of a total of one hundred and seventeen
requistions submitted, one hundred and nine were cempleted or partially accom-
plished, Scarce items during the eight months period were. ocbbler, tailor,
fountain and laundry supplies. Cobbler items short were full soles, nails of

~all sizes, rubber hcels and sand paper; tailor shop shortages were white

"~ striping, tan and white buttens; fountain items difficult to obtain were ice

o eream mix and chnenlatessyrup;-laundry items.shert in:the area were.press. .

" covers; mangle covers, spare parts for extractors, -and cccasionally scap.

During the last several months in the Far Eastern arca basie ship store stock

. was more difficult tn obtain than in.the earlier stages of the cruise, It is

therefore advisable to have all ships leaving for the forward area curry to

- full capaCityia-complete supply ~f Ship's Service stock,

(4) Abnormal tempeféiﬁres‘iﬁ bulk sterernnm B—LOb~A have caused a general

‘deterinrration of stock stowed in this space, Laundry supplies have hardended,

thereby making them difficult to use, Ice cream powder and paste have re- 7
quired survey as being unfit for human consumption, Temperatures during July,

August and September- averaged 110 F. During the last five months of the. cruise

they have averaged 98° F, Ventilation improvements in this storeroom are ne-

- eessary before it can be properly utilized as a Ship's Store Steock storerocns

" (5) Opsration 6f,theﬂlaundry on a twenty four houn five day week in the

- forward area has proven: very suecessful, These operating hours are considered |
- superinr to the continuous seven day wéek schedule because there is a saving

of ‘abrut 35,000 gallens of fresh water per week and bime is_available fcr‘

routine maintenance and upkeep of the operating machiﬁery;

A

e
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- board:-the ESSEX at the beginning of the current cruise. It _was necessary to

S - operating mach ery hi's beefl running continunusly throughout the
. ,Egniirencruise,4and the several minor breakdowns have been repaired without
cdelaye o S S Al BT TR

. (b) Taut security measures are crntinuously observed for all Ship's Store
spaces. In additicn tn thrse prescribed by the BuSandA Manual and other
current directives, the follewing are in effect and are believed to be of R
value in further safeguarding the stock and monies of the Ship'!s Store activities.
The f~1lrwing security measures were included in the actirn report of 1-31 :
- October 1951: ' ‘

(a) No mmey is left overnight in the cash register of any of the
activities, : ;
(b) Cash drawers are left open when the activity is not in operation.

(¢) Night lights are installed in the Ship's Store and Ship's Service
Stares and are left burning all night.
(d) Inspecticns are ccnducted nightly by the Duty Supply Officer at
- 2200 and 2400 of all Ship's Store Spaces. ‘
() Twn (2) group 3 locks are installed on each door to the Ship's
‘ Store spaces., ’ : ,

(7)) The monthly menetary limitation for Ship's Store stock for this ship
is $125,000,00, It is believed advisable that the limitaticn be increased
to $150,000.00 per m~nth to enable a ship of this class to carry more fruntain,
~ cobbler, tailor, and ship store items (watches, cameras, pens, pencils,
o electric-raznrss and cther special items of popular demand,

4, Clothing and Small Stores

(1) A six months winter and surmer 1o2d list was criginally stocked on

temporarily stow bulky items such as shoes and trwels in the Aviation Main
Issue storerrom and aviation Tire strrer~~m. & ninety day supply of clething
- and small stores can be stowed in the present spaces allocated for C&SS materials
An aAditienal storeroom of appreximately: four thousand cubic feet suitable
to the strwage of shres would be highly desiresble to facilitate stowage and
security of required quantities. PR o L

- (2) Clothing and small stores sales were fairly unifrrm during the oruise. .
Sales dropped slightlywin.December'1951 and increased in January 1952 due to

* substantial reductirn in prices that went into effect in January 1952.

' Frllewing is a menthly recap of C&SS saless P ' _

wonrd o s.ams

July 1951 S 8,5
hugust 1951 L 7,855,50
* September 1951. 10,402,150 L e
‘ Octrber 1951 ' RRARTR R 9,319.85 - - Monthly Average: S
November 1951 - R S 7,213.51 _ - S
December 1951 . - 6,513.55 - $ 8,590.00
. January 1952 , R 10,598.00° = o
February 1952 . 6,016, U
TR qomaL . $66,73hde RO
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" (3) Ttems ordered repeatedly yet difficult to obtain in the forward area .
in quentity and sizes required during this cruise. are listed below: .

ITEMS . .. NO, REQUISTIONED - . © NO.:RECELVED
Drawers, Cottrn - 11,400 ‘ © 5,940
‘Sncks, Cotten, Black 20,328 ' ‘ 5,160
Service Stripes . 800 ' 335
Treusers, Dungarees 4,388 2,124
Gloves, Leather, Wnork - 378 : - None
Secks, Cotton, White , 8,880 ' 840

(L) Slow moving items during the cruise included Peaccats, Undress Jumpers,
and Dress Blue Jumpers. 4 complete sellout of whie cotton socks was ex-.
perienced during the one month stay in Pearl Harbor at the early portion of the
cruise, ,

e, Commissary

(D) The operation and logistic support of the Commissary Group has been
generally satisfactory during the sight menths cruise just completed, Support
from the provision ships during replenishment in the nperating area has been
excellent. An occasional shortage of desired fresh provisions has resulted
from time to time, and it is believed that a list of these provisions pre-
rared and delivered in advance of the provisinns replenishment day would aid

‘materizally in reducing this shortage., Scme difficulty was experienced during

the last operzting period in receiving dry provisions.

(2)-Based upn experience gained during the cruise just completed, the
Commissary Department planned to procure approximately one hundred tons of
provisions each replenishment day. During the replenishment periods at sea:
when provisions were rceived three times, no fresh provisions were needed

during the inport perind; but when nnly twn replenishments were accomplished

- quistion provisions directly from the lngistic support ships, provisions would

about fifty tens of provisicns were needed during inport period to maintain e

levels. It is recommended that a system of direct loading (cr palletized
unit lnads) be instituted on ships of this class., Subject ships would re-

be required but once a menth, and reefers with open holds could be used on the
line, fehandling of provisions would be reduced to a minimum which would in.

turn reduce manprwer necessary to handle provisicns and reduce damage and
sprilage,  Working parties required for replenishment at sea include fifty

men to handle the sleds, sixty men to unload and check the stores and sixty men - -

to strike the stores below. In port the reefer ships require about one man

per trn of stores to off load, and fifty men are needed to strike stores be-

" low on this ship,

- {(3) Hight rations and special rations cnnstifﬁfédvahqtherjiﬁterestihg
phase of’ this - cruise,. About 300 night rations were issued t0 men engeged in
actual manual labor at night, Hequests for night rations were submitted daily

“at 1500 to.the administration office for approval.  The menu consisted of two

. sandwiches per man and fruit, Scup was served at 0900 to 1030, 1330 to 1500 V

- and 2300 to 0030 every day on the line, The . four: soup stations were turned over, . .. .

. twritn the squadrons, one tn the Gunnery Department and cne to the Air Depart-
- ment, Srup was made in the crews gallev and kept hat in the soup stations. -

) !‘ e s
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Y(L):Nn_difficulty was QXpéfiédcédfﬁiihftheiﬁofmél meaI"ﬁoufé (at:sea),”l

0645 ~ 0745 ’ _’ Breakfésﬁn‘iif 
1130 - 1245 - Lunch
1700 -~ 1815 Dimner

Rizid enforcement of these hours was practiced and all hands,'eooperaﬁed
in meeting the schedulea . o

f. 'Disbursing

(1) Disbursing activities in the forward area proceed along routine lines
with minor variations. The bigrest problem is the use of Military Payment
Certificates. Conversion of U, S, Currency to MFC uprn arrival and recon-
version rn departure 1is difficult to accomplish sm~othly without running the
risk of distributing U. S, Currency in Japan or removing MPC from the desig-
nated area., These conversion operations must therefore be accomplished as
near arrival and departure time as possible, It is therefore recommended
that the nfficial exchange activity for afloat activities (U, S, Fleet
Activities, Navy No, 39a3) provide exchenge facilities until departure time
in order to avnid complicetirns which arise when ship's personnel spend time
ashore after the deadline time fer final conversion of MPC to '"greenbacks',

(2) On the pay lime it has proved neesessary to eliminate the one dollar
MPC note because of its swcward size. 'Payments were made to the nearest Llower
five dollar increment, This has the further advantage of specding up the
pay line which helps avnid confliction with ship's operations. The total
Military Pay Roll for the period was $2,135,93h.15;'with an average monthly
cash payrnll of $244,000,00, 7 - - -~ e

" (3) The handling of fereign currency was 1imited to a daily.exchange line.

“One hundred millicn four hundred forty th-usand. yen were:passed. out.to ESSEX. .

perscnnel in exchange for $279,000 during the eight month peried,

~ (4) Currency requirements during operations in the forward area are modi- .

fied by the fact that from one third to two thirds of the monthly cash payroll.

is returned through Ship'!s Store sales, poStal‘money order business; the ex—

change of Yen, etc, . The percentage of return is in direct relationship to the
time spent in port or at sea.. SRR R S S ,

g “Replenishment‘UnderW&v“\f; 

) ﬁeplenishméﬁt,dndérway'was cne of the most interesting phases of the
' ESSEX cruise in Far Eastern waters. . Replenishment days, nermally held every

fourth day underwar, nccasirnally were held en the third day if weather con—'

~“ditions were not suiteble fﬂrgflight operatiGns.'vThe‘chiéf‘items‘of interest
" to the Supply Department during replenishment perinds were the receiving of B
~Navy Spoccial Fuel 0il; Aviation Gasoline, Freight and Provisions, Transfer " .
of various cridcal jtems from this ship through the replenishment ships to

~ other ships in tks Task Group was also accompisheds = o




and frelght was received 1n ve.r:’mus quantrbles as 1t a.I‘I'le,d or was assembled '

in the Far Eastern area.

(2) ‘Pertinent facts and’ averages concernlng Ngvy Spec1al Fuel 011; .
Aviation Gasoline and Provisicns receipt during the replenlshment perlods
of this cruﬂse are as followse

Navv Spe01al Fuel.Oil

Averaze time per 100,000 gallons L5 minutes

Average gallons per hour received _ 132,650 gallens
Highest amount received in gallens .

per hour on: a single day of replenishment, . 191,600 gallons
Lowest amount received in gallons per '

hour en a single day of replenishment , 73,850 gallons

Aviation Gasnline

Average time per 100,000 gallens ‘ 1 hour 29 minutes
- Average gallons per hmur received €2,100 gallons

Highest amount received in gallons : -

per hrur on-a single day nf replenlshment . 137,750 gallons

Lowest amount received in guallens: B ‘

per hour on a single day of replenishment. ' 22,459 gallons

Provisions
Average provisions tﬂnnage received per hour ' ' 95 tons
Highest- tonnage per hour on a single day of IR

replenishment, ) ’ , , 77 tons:

* The low amounts listed-above were-in all cases- attributable to replenishment:
during rough weather, . However, in spite of the weather,.the replenishment '

pericds during the entire cruise were relatively smnoth in operaticn and are-

preferred to replenlshment perlods in. port.,
. ‘ : ,4-./ / ’ ;
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