USS PIIILIPPINR SEA (CVA-LT) CVALT/A16-13

¢/o Fleet Post Office JHS: vt
San Francisco, California Serial: 0165
29 May 1953

y - DOVW/NERADTD AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
%ﬁle DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
| i DOD DIR 5200.10
From: Commanding Officer, U,S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-L7)
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SIVENTY SEVEN
(2) Cormander SEVENTH Fleet
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East
(k) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet
Subj: Action Report for the nweriod 12 May through 29 May 1953
Ref:  (a) OpNav Instruction 3L70.L
Encl: (1) CVG 9 Lction renort 12 Liay through 29 May 1953 R.f 6/

1, In accordance with reference {a) the Action Renort for the Period
12 Y'ay through 29 May 1953 is hereby submitted,

PART T ~ COMPOSITION OF OWY FORCES AND MISSION:

The USS PHILIPPINE SFEA, with Carrier fir Group NINE embarked, got
vndertay at O647T on 12 May to join Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN by authority
CIF-77 Confidential dispatch 090516Z, of May 1953. The USS TaUS3IG (DD-7h6)
acconpanied the USS PHILIFPPII SIA on this sertie. A%t 0600 on 15 Lay the
Task Force was Jjoined in operat .nz area Tare.s Task Force STVINTY SEVEN was
under the command of RADM A. SCUCZIK, USH, ComCarDiv THREE, ewbarked in the
USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) and was composed of the following ships: USS BOXER
(CVa-21), USS PRINCETON (CVi=37), USS BRIMERTON (CA~130), and units of
DesDiv 72-281~282 and CortDiv 12, At OA00L 15 May ComCarDiv GNE, RLDM W. D,
JOHNS.N, assumed command Tas!: Torce T7.

Task Force 77 operated in asccordance with Commander Tesk Force 77
Operation Order 2-52, The missi-n of the Force wes to suvport the United
Nations forces in Korea and to uphold the policy of the United States in
the Far East. This nission was accomplished Iy conducting air and surface
operations consisting of naval un fire bombardment, close air support to
front line troops, attacks on lwild=up sreas in the vicinity of the front,
strikes against industrial tor-ct-, and day and night interdiction of the
main cnemy supply routes.

Ships joining and leav ' n; the Tasl Force during this period were USS
PRIVCETON (CVA~37), USS PR 1ZRTCH (CL-130), USS MANCHESTER (CL-93), DesDiv 72,
CortDiv 11, and units of DesDiv 282, 0On 27 May at 07051 the USS PHUILIPPINE
SLf. departed the Task Force accompanied by the USS PICKT!G (DD-685) and re-
turned to Yokosuka, Japan on 29 liay 1953.
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PART IT - CHRO'OLOGY:

12 ray 1953

15 M=y 1953

16 May 1953

17 (a7 1953

10 iay 1983

19 liay 1953

20 May 1953

21 Mav 1953

22 May 1953

At 06LT7I got underway from Yokosuka, Japan, in accerdance with

CTF-77 Confidential dispatch 0905167 of iiay 1953. The USS
PHILIPP ™% SOA was accomanied by the USS TAUSSIG (DD=TLO).
Lir onerations for troining purposes were ecnducted.

onroute to operating area,

Tnrouvte to operatinmg are:. (Conducted carrior qualificaticns
for pilots from liarine Photo Squadr.n One. Refusicd plane guard

Joined Task Force at O600T in ooerating area Tare., 10 air
operations due renlenisiment. U3S PRIICLT0H (CVA-3T) and USS
DRMIERTON (Ci-130) departed Task Force.

Conducted comnbab oir o;efatluns consisting of close air support,
Cherokee strikes, atiacks appinst vehicle storage aress and
persormel siclters, srmed reconnaissance and nizht interdiction
of ecrnemy rail and rocd network. ECH, 4iSP, GiP, and photo miss-
ions were also flowm. USS MANCIESIER (CL=02) arrived and
departod Task Forcc,

Conducted combat air operations consisting of close air supnori,

'"4
a

strikes against troop billeting arcas, intordicticon of aain enem;
supply routes, and defunsive SP and QAP sorticse LTJG G.i, PO

USiR, of VA= 95 was foerced to bail out over hostile territory
fOllOWLﬁ” an attack cn a stoppoed cnemy traili, Pilot is listed a:
missing in action.

Trsk Force replonisiied.  Conducted cotsat air operationg con=
sisting of roscan, Lhoto, an< strikes apgainst supnly arcaes and
coastal defense pung il 2o sleinity of ‘Jonsane Dofensively

LSP was flomme

Cornductod contat »r onoretions consisting of armed recennniss—
¢, closc air ‘VT?U¢U’ airtkes arainst Uursonncl and supply
ltors, € nxd clwic w038 wense. G2 and 82 were Tlewn.

Conducted combau 2ir oneraticns counsisting of cttocks on ster-
ﬁ{e arcas noar Songjliy novnl oun fire ot Yoosan, strikes on

oastal defensc funs neer WJonsan, and nhoto, ASP and G.P. IUBS
’ZH CHESTm (CL-03), CortDhiv 11, and units of MusDiv 202 arrived
Task Forco., DesDiv 72 denpartod Task Force

No air operations, Task Torco replenisneds

Lir operations limited due weathor to woatler roconraissance
sortics.
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23 May 1953 Conducted combat air oporaticns consisting of close air supnort,
strikes ara.nst industrial arcas ncar Pukchong and coastal de-
fense cuns near “Jonsany, UG, MPQ Loabing, and phote sorticse
G.P and ,SP were flown. USS MLICHISITR {CL~03) departed task
Forco,

oL iay 1953 Conductod combat air operations consisting of o0, 1iPQ, attiacks
on mining areas, supply and troop shelters, G.S, HIF, .SP, and
CiPe USS MINCH.SIIR (CL~03) returncd to fask Forcc.

25 &y 195, No alr oporations Task Torce roplenished, Conducved swiner:
1 ’ ~
CHCreclscse

26 May 1953 Conducted combat zir oscrations consisting of close air swupport,
3 attacks on coastal de-

intorciction of enomy

and ASPe USS .ICILLSTER

{(ClmG3) 1oft Tasgk Toree,

27 May 1953 USS VALIDY LD (Cv.~b5) arrived Tosk Force rolicving USS
PHILITPT T 375, whieh <oparted at 07051 for Yokosuka, Japan, by
authority OIT=-77 Confidonuvial dispatch 2214242 of 23 ilav 1953,
USS PICXINC (00D=C05) accompaniced U38 PHTLIPPINT 45 and acted as
plane puard. Launchoed forry aircraft, Rocoived amnmition from
USS (10UNT TKm (A~L)

28 May 1953 Tnroutc Yokosuka.

£

29 May 1953 Lrrived Yokosuka, moarod Picdmont picr,

PUOT TTIT =~ ORDHLICE:

1. Matcrial, There wers no major casualtics sustained by tlie Shipt's Ordnance
T o T ATm A and e ] - I - . [ P -
and/or rire Control lzteriale o pizco of Ordnance dguipment was out of com=

mission longer then L hours to of foct rIcussary repairs.

2. Amaunition Exounditurcs. .owundtion wes oosonded as follows:

Type Rounds
sm/38 g 23
be LAr Group - Sce unclosurs (1).

3e Gunnory Ixerciscs. A Firing tas condictod ab svery opportunity. Replen-

ishment day Tiring was very limited due to woathor and opuerating schicdules. No
firing wes conducted caroute to or from Yokosula to Lhe Task Forcc duc to in-
clement weathor.

¥
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PART IV -~ BATTLE DAILGE:

QECLASSIFIED

1, o battle dama~o was inflictod on the PHILIPPIIN S during tac porlods

2s Damage inflicted on Philipnine Sea aireraft (refor to ecnclosurc (D)o

3. Damage inflicted by Philipsnine Sea Lircralt (rofer to cnclosure (1))e

poT Vo~ PERSONNEL PIZRFORIVNCE AND GASUILTIES:

le Duorformanci.

as Porsonncl

Upon departurce from Yokosuka on 12 May 1953, aftor a 22-day in—nort
puriod, therc were no unautiiorized clLscnbeos among the personnel of the ship
or ambarked air sroups

The cducationsl ~rorran conbtinoed to Lo nopular with all hands.

mD tosts aduniristoroed 16

US..TT. corresnondenco courses roguosted 15

ilonunls dssued Tor self-improvoment 15
Znlistzd corrcspondonce cowrscs 66

The rosults oftthe sorvice-vide commotitive examination conducted on
board the UBS PHLLIPPILE S5 in Robeuwcry for advancoment in rating, oxcluding
E~T (CPO), arc as follous:

Passad 13.03%

Failed 264.97%

Posscd and adrancoed 52 «59%
Passed but net advancod duc vo quova limitations 20.,30%

Classcs in Loadership bave boon continued and are conductud weokly
for all senior potty officers, and Lhe imdrovoment in porforacnce of duty of
both whe petty officors and the moen under sheir sunorvision nas bocn nost
rratifying .

Dy "Tlferoe and Tcercoiion

The shints orchestra and thoe 1nill-billy® band have played regularly
schoudulaed concorts for groups throughout the shine The noticcable 1ift in
norale, dus Lo tho offorts of the shiprs musicians, ro-cmphasizod the desire

L -

aility of rotontion of the shipts band in 7L class ships.
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BECLASSIFIED

L boxing smokcr was conducted on uhe hanger dock and was woll recciveds
“inco rames in the crow's messwere a regular “fednesday night feature and werc
outstandins success. The library hours wers continucd from 0830 to 2130 and
the library was well-patronized. 71he demand for 45 rpm record players and
records was undiminishod.

1Y TORETION

The hobby shop continues to he popular with the men wi.th mocel planes,
moa.l ships, and leatherwork leocding in nopularity.

The rocrcation room contimucs to be a popular placc for tihc mon in an
of~duty status to read, write lettoers or 1istun to short=wave radio profraiSs

The erow!s and officers! work-out rooms, with qualifiod sHhysilcal ine-
structors as supcrvisors, arc regularly usc? by large nuibers of officors and
cnlistoed mon.

A minecograph:d morn rf nowsnapcr has boen published daily containing
world nows and shipboard hanpunn~se A4 sunday supploment, "The Philipnine Sce

Lincs" was publishod woekly, containing fiaturc storics about tho ship and pic
tures of currcent shiv lenponings.e A nightly nowscast was presented over the

ship!s PA systom at 1000, Duriag wi: lattor portion of the tour, the UdSe
'aval Liaison Officcr, JOC, lorea, “urnisiod copics of “Stars and Stripest to
ships of Task Force SOV.IIY=SDVEH, daily. This service cnabled wide dissemin-
ation of a far greator news coverage than is possible with the average suip!s
da®ly nross news and was deeply appreciated by all hands.

¢. Divine Services

Divine sorvices were held ro-vlarly for men of the Protestent, Cath-
olic, Jewish, Lattor Day Saint and Christian Scicnce faithse Catholic 1lass we
cclcbrated dailw and throo bimes on Sundays and Catholic iastrucilons were he!l
twice woekly, The Blessod Sacramcnt was resorvod so pilots Sould Toceive com
munion at any time, Protestant Divine Scrvicos were held twice on Sundays wit
a daily moraning prayor servics and 1ible Study three cvenings a wels  Jewlsh,
Latbter Day Saints and Christian Seionce sorvices and study groups wore held ro
pularly vith intarosted porsomncl ‘o charsze. Ivening praycrs followca M"Taps!
covery night with bhe Catholie ~ad Crot .stant Chaplains altornating,

Ze I‘IOdical

a, Porformancc

This has becn a very short poriod on tue lince. Tho morale and goneral
healtin of the ercw has beon umesllont in rmencral, though tiae wowrs for the Alr
Departmoent heve been cxecssively long, causad by lenger da Aihh hours.

be Tllness

During tho poriod 12~25 ,in &iore were 1,105 outpatvient troatimonts ron
dereod, amd 132 admissions to tiwc sick list., These figures included VaDe Ther
ware no sorious illness, though one aan was transforred to thae Ay .lcdical
Tacility at Sascho with a corncal ulcur, and onc casc of infoctious honatitis
was isolatod. The sick 1ist diagnestcic distribution wis ordinary. Thuere worc

“15 mnor and 5 major op.rations porforacd.

" el o
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SOUATTY THIORIATTIO.
ce Cagualtics

& depreascd

sucaassfully treated

de Vcnorcal discasc, -

Tobal VeD.,

Gala

Hon G.Ce

Chancroid

Prostatitis G.C,

These figur
of this roport only.

has produccc in tho
urcthritis) so far.

GuI‘ lase
noi

PART VI ~ COLIENTS

1. Aviation

no communts.

b. Catanults

During this poriod 271 airera™ wore
This
dp was comaissilonod,

and 313 from the starboard.
the starboard since thoe s

+

¢y Arrcsting Gear

827 arrested landings

28 r‘oLub nt

noLrneon of

wors made aboard
a total of 5u,645 Landings aboard tho

DECLASSIFIED

skull fracturc

was the only scrious 'njury, and this was

including Urcthritis, non g.c., 86,

12
69
L
Lie ad dissions to the sick list for the poriod

ir=nort noriod of aporoximatcely three woeoks
Li5 eascs of VeD. (including non-spucific

Ilaunciaed from viac nort catapulit
alkes a total of 9,405 aireraft launched fron

during tiis This makes

PHILT?PTITS S7A.

period.

ds Adrcre®™ Handline and Scrvicing

Succo

of Alr Group NINE porsonncl,

shipboard porsoniol, The no
and shipboard porsonnol dur

ssful handline end scrvicine of
bOmAltMpﬂtu by the shin uas attridh
Adr Crown TTE1s aspressivensias
nish per-cont of aircraft availabi llbr,
aircraft contributed sre atlJ’Ln Lne oo

cessity for
lu’

aircr-ft to m.
to Tthe outsianding

et flight oncrating
ark and cooncration
in maintaining a
rapid ordnance loadins and rassing of
2ditious movament of alreraft reouired b
comylote cooperation botusen air proup
onwrations cannot oo ovar-strosscd.

ikt 2d
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CHCURITY ITFORIMATION

b kAR T
Lircraft Maintonance ﬁEBLA\)S" ij

During the period therce was one arrosting hook tip, MAF OC3410, failur
Ro~anncaloed hook tips roeccived required the forward slot corners and o.gos to
be finished to a smooth surface., Tn acdition, the heavy motal spray coating
on thu wire ongaging surface proevents proper inspuction,

Cas

Iy Gasolinc System

(1) 1he folloving quantitics of casoline and oil were issucd:
115/145 av/gas 508,980 =allens
Sabol 1100 av/lub oil 2,115 gallons

(2) 370 callons of av/gas from th:s forward and aft gasolinc sivstoms
were filterced Throush a chamois aftor the 3ain's rasoline tanks were cleaned
at SIF Yokosuka, Japan, and thorc uwore no signs of powdorod rust as cxpor-
icnced during the previous cnorating woriod.  the ship gasoline filters wore
also opcned, inspccuoed ond found Troo of forocirn matoerial,
2+ Gunnory

a, During the period of 15 ffay 1953 to 27 May 1953, thc USS PIULIIPPLINE SW
refuclod from AO's fowr timcs.

b. Three Destroyors wore rofucled during tids opurating noriod,

-2

On tiree occasions Destroyors caic alongside for transfor of light
froight and/or personneles  Uhon refucling or replenishing, transfor of freight.
mail, and porsonnel wore accomplishod,

c. Qcarming

DATE i QUALTTY TRANSFER RATT
5-21-53  USS VOSUVIUS (AT-15) 350 Tons 52 7/hour
5-27-53  USS T BAIER (AT~ L) 190 [lors 12,5 7/hour

The lor rate of transfor of smmuncition Jrom the S8 V.ISUVIUS was due to
2 numbar of factors:

(1) Having approximately 25 tens of sunor cargo stowed on /2 hateh frov
which amproximetoly 75 tons of awvmnition wis to ho off=loadod.

(2) Having only onc, Towr Lomb sling available at #l) station for trans-
for of large bombs,.

(3) Using #6 staticon (Houseiall rig) for transfor of a-proximately 15

tons of fuges only and not using it to transfor incrt materials and swall bombs
station in uso approximetoly 30 winvbos,

(h) Having approximatcly 200 tons to be broken out aftor recoiving
ship was along side.

B 7




o

!EGURITY’IEFUBHATION

Tr

« T G
3+ Supply SEobbant

h
i)
a, Aviation Supnly

(1) There were no significent dovelopments in Aviation Stores during
tis noriods

(2) The ship was replenisicd on the line by the US3 JUPITTR 15 May
1953, Tiszht items wers ordered and six items wore furnished.

(3} Mo aircraft were ACOG due to lack of spare partse

be (cneral Stores Matorial

(1) 1o critical shortages in Guneral Stores iaterial during tiis
period, All storos ordorcd wera roceivod.

ce Ship's Store

(1) some difficulty iaas becn cxpericnced in obtaining suificient lux-
wy itoms; such as watchoes, camoras and costume jowelery. It is recoiamended
that incrcascd quantitics of luxcory it.ms be made availablos

ds Clothing ard Small Storcs

(1) 1o difficultics wore cacowntercd in the replonishment of C&SS.
During the last ruoplenishment, the USS POLLUX (AXS-11) furnishoed 100% of the
roquisitions placud upon it,

Ce Comalssary

(1) During tho onorabing poriod tiis ship replenished provisions (Fresg.

Frozen, and Dry) twice as indicated boelous

DATE PRO7, ORDSLTD PROTV. DECZVID SHIP TRE (N
(T01s) (1071)

5-15-53 77 65% USS PTICIOR (AR=5L) 58

©-25-53 78 665 USS POLARIS (AT7-11) 75

(2) The supply of frosh fruits and vepgotablos was considered sabtisfac—
tory as te guality and quantity,

(3) There was ne swpply shorta ¢ ol any critical itoms.
i, Engincering
a, lio comment.

S5 Damazc Control

A, Mo comcnta

el 8




ZCURLTY TFORMATION
6. CIC - WIED

2. Porgonn 21

In ordor to Tostor a comootltlva apirit among the radar roportors, ro-
cords wera kept for omcu watch Tiat-ne tho maximum dotoction range obtainud by
.ach renorter and type of targot datoctud. 1.F.7, was not uscd.

e Fadar

”hroughout this period, no radars woerc out of coaalssLon otuor than

for porinds of routinc malqtcnenc The RHI height svstom on thw SX porformed
in a hiznly sat15¢acUordrmqnncr, LerUvntlr displa ying turgubs not h:ld on tho
SY soarch radar. Avorago altitude orror wes around 10% for altitudes above

10,000 feet and dotbctlon renzos out of forty-five mileswore not uncominon.

I.7.F. porformance wis Gxeellont, inbound fligits worce often idemtifice
while still over 100 miles ottt

7. Communicaticns

a,s Genoral

e vee of C3.lg as an ATROPS cireult has provon highly cosirablo.  How
over, duc to lack of cguinment, this circuit has te be sccurced wien any other
UlIT eircuit is activated or quff‘rs a casualty. The usc of UIIF as & nrimary
tactical circuit is undesirable from the stondpoint of a non~UHF convortod dhip
Equin 2d tith only throe UHF tramsmittors, there 1s no or vision vor standby
cquinment in cose of fatilurces on any URF circuit. Dus to maintonancce problums,
it is considered essentisl to .ove at least one standby cquipmont avanlavlcs

Traffic analysis for the puruod 1 19=26 Iy is submitted as follows:

Lassages recoived for Action or Information 931
Ifessa~es originatsd 357
Enermted growps recoivad 40,407
onerynted groups sont 9,890
Visual messoges recenvod 1hl
Visual messages sont 96
yumber of rolavs 2L0
Totel numbor of licssapos nandled 7,863
Average nuwiber of mossazoes aondlad nor day 561
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OATTON Mmﬂm

GRITY L7F

b, Postdl

Postal opecrations during the same period included tie following:

negistored nail roccived 172 picces
nezistored wmail dispetehed 71l »nicecs
Tnsued mail reccived 57 piccos
Insurcd mail dispatched L5 nicess
ioncy ordors issucd 540
Honcy ordcrs cashed 78
Amount of jionc v Ordor bus’inoss conductod 120,347
Air wail rocoived 36 bags
Air mail disnateicd (18,500 Lcottors) 11 bags
Tirst class mail rcecivad 10 bags
First class mail dismatchad 9 bags
Poreel post received 62 bags

Parccl post dismatchad 66 outside picees and 2L bags

¢, Visual

Visual signalling functicned suoothly and without incidents. Tt is folt
that the incroascd use of flap hoist sirnelling for task forcc mencuvoers would
result in valuablo oaaortun*tj' Tor conning officurs and others concorned to be-
come familiar with ACP~175, uhilc orovidinz 2 beek-up systam for tnc primary
tactical voice nct,

8, Air Intelligence

a, Function of the air intolligonce office during tihis poriod was of a
routinc naturc and no spucial problvus wore cneountored,  uncral situation
leatures wore conducted in the ward room for ¢ll officors., Swrther ovaluation
of the Korcan Strip Chart, Sonsiin to Ttu-awon (.0, [I18c, 10, 1564 2-1) was mada.

r

9. Pheotographic Intorpretation

24 1o conmont.

)i

10a4 Photozraphic Laboratory




%ORMATIL L0 H‘CB
GECLASSIHEE

NEGATTIVES PRINTS

9 x 18 2263 x 18 671:2

\D

O

g x9 358 x 9 35L

De o unusval nroblems were cncountered in supply, production, or
roomel durang tuls period,.

1le Acrolozy

fe Veathor in thoe oncrating poriod from L5 to 27 ila:r was characterized b
two noristent systoms. During the first half of the noriod, an aluost stat-
ionary High in the Sca of Janan creetod a stuady southeastorly flow in the
oncrating arca, Although good wcather dorsisted for scveral days, tho
increasing moisturc contont of bl oir culsinated in o donse fog formation
just alter sunsct on the 20tlhi. A Low dovelopint in the Yellow Son moved acro:

%

o]

Korca and passud ‘ust norin ol the foreos on the follouing dey, causin’ low
ccilings ond vis ol toretbl ran, and wond up to 35 knots. Following
the passane of tlis Woaw esturly uind flow ensure, croctoed by a large
stat..onary ZLow in neoarias  Good flring weoathor again provailed,
pothh in the eneratin D torget arcas, cxeopt for a brief peoriod in thoe late
ﬂlturnnons, wien a 1line of nuavy showars "nd taunderstoras moved across the
operating areoa from the wost, This lince is bulivved bto have Leon s result
of unsz:b1= air buing mecuanically lifted asninst the westorn sleoncs, Torming
acavy cunulus and thunderstorns; which moved cast, reaching the osoroting arec
; .

Lo dats aftirnoon,

G
o
13

bs  Tomperatures during this poriod ranged fron a minimuwm of 57 degrocs,

to & maxium of Tl degrees. Seo wat . tumpoeratures ranged from 56 to 59 do-
rreess  Winds wore fairly relinblo durin tais poriod, avoraping southoastorl:
8 to 16 knots for the first Hﬁlf, and U;Su r1y 5 to 15 “nots for the scecond
half of the poriod. Liratost winds cccurcd in the oarly aorning, strongost
in the wid-aftornoon. Gusts to 35 kmots woiw obsorved in tdc mid—p:riod Low
passagu, and to 25 lmots during tas aftorncon siowors and thundorstoras of th.

sceond half of the neriods Tog wms anticirotod well in advenco of its onc
occurronce, boinz procedod Ly soveoral o ‘neronsc in tho dew point until it
roacasd a scparation of only 3 duroos Tl vamperature on ol afiornoon
pricr to itts formation.

PART VIT = RECOITIZMDATIONS

}. Gumcry
ae. Tofor to page 7 D““a;raph 2. T.oat roplonishment vesscls furnish in-

formation to nowly arrived vogsils 2s to the aost uxpoditious means of

of foct ‘ng hirh ratus of translor 2t soa.  Wurther, i possible, the now vesscl

would profit by haviag ioad ngs oo ty ¢ fic.rs obsurve shins of o 1ike typu

drring arming oporntions and tias za’n TELV“blu information, Rucomacndations

nave boen mede dircet to the siip coneornid by supnrats corres PONIUNCC,

o
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DAUL H. RAMSEY L
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