USS PHILIPPINE SFEA {CVA=47)
¢/o Fleot Post Office
San Francisco, Culifornia CVA47/016-13

DECLASSIFD Tt

DOVWNGREDED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
y T DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
b ik DO DIR 52000

Frou: Curvanding Officer, U.5.S. PHILIPPINE SFA (CVA-47)
To: Ciidcf of Naval Operations
Vine (3.} Coriaider Tuak Force SEVENTY SEVEN

£ 4 MAR 1953

(2) Commander SEVEFTH Fleet
(3) Comardor Maval Forecs, For East
(4) Covicider in Chdef, U. S, Pucific Floot
Subj: Action Repert for the period 28 Junu.ry 1953 through 7 March 1953
Ref: (u) OpNuv Instructior 3480.4
Fncl: (1) CVG 9 Action Report 28 Jurmary 1953 through 7 March 1953
1. Ir accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period 28

January 1953 through 7 March 1953 i3z hereby submitted.

PART I~ COMPOSITION OF QN FORCES AND MISSION:

The USS PHILIPPINE SEi, with CARRIFR .IR GROUP NINE embarked got
underway at 07111 28 Jwiary 1953 to join Task Furce Seventy Seven by
authority CIF 77 confidertial dispatch 2506322 of Juruary. The USS
RENSHAY (DUT-4S9) Joincd the USS PHILIPPI'F SEA off Snuscho on 30 June
uary. The Tesh Forcc, comsanded by RADM R, F, HICKEY, USM Fmbarked in
the USS KEARSARGE (CVi=33), wis joined at 0630I on 31 January in operating
arca Sugar in the sgen of Japan. The caomposition of the T.ush Forcc include
ed the followirg ships: USS KEiRSARGE {CVi=33), USS ORISKANY (CVi=34),
and destroyers of DESDIV 91, 92, and 153,

On 11 Felruary the USS VALLEY FORG® (CVA-45) with RADM A. SOUCEK,
USN, embarked, joined the foree relieving the USS ORISKANY. RADM SOUCEK,
COMCARDIV 3, relieved RADM HICK™Y us Comsander Task Foree 77. Other ships
Joining the Force duriry this operatinz perind were: USS MISSOURI (B3-63)
with VADM J. J, CLARK, COM7THFLT embarked, USS TOLEDO {Ci-133), USS ROCH=
FSTER (Ci=124), and USS 1OS ANGELES (CA=-135) and DESDIVS 111, 172, and 182,

Tue Tagk Force operated in accordance with Cowsander T- sk Forcc 77
Ovaration Order 2-52. The mission of the Forec was to conduet air and sur-
face operations off the coast of Kore. in support of the UN Forces in Korca.
and to support the policy of the Urited Stetcs in the Fur Fust. This was
accomplished through elose air support to front line trocps; destruction
of enemy built-up areas and industrial concentrations, and interdiction of
the enemy supply lires and storage areas. At tho conclusion of the period
the USS PHILIPPINME SEi doparted the Tusk Force at 1557 on 4 March 1953
ard returned to Youkosuka on 7 March 1553,
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PART II =

CHRONOLOGY s

28 Jn 1953

<G Jan 1953

30 Jun 1955

31 Jan 1953

1 Feb 1953

2 Feb 1953

3 Feb 1953
4 Feb 1953

5 Feb 1953

6 Feb 1953

T Feb 1252

8 Feb 1953

S Feb 1953

10 Teb 1953

11 Feb 1953

At 2807111 ot underway from Yokosuka, Japan, in accordance
with CTF 77 ccnfidential dispatch 250632z,

Undcrway to operating area. Conducted AL firing.

Joived by USS RENSHAY (DDE-499) off Sascbo. Couducted air
arcraticns in cooperation with Japan Alr Defensc Furcess

Jonvad Task Foree 77, aren Sucar, at 0630I. Conducted com~
b2t aar cperations consisting of attacks againat Wonsan aldre-
£3214, enuny supply areas.

Conducted combat air operations consisting of attacks against
billeting and shelter nreas, interdiction of enemy supply
routes.

Corducted combat air cperatiors corsisting of attacks against
troop btilleting aress, au:oly stousi: aveasy and vehicle shel=-
ters. Irterdisiion wor< coctbinged a,/9inst ernemy supply routes,

No operationg, Tasl Force replonished.

Concduntd cordat air operatiors conasisting of attacks against
warehousing and storare aress, rail and highway bridges, rail
ro~Gg twnrels . YCM work vaa 1acun,

T wld aperctlions due weather,

ax 2psrationg limited due wenther to ECM work and altacks
n72dnse factory buildirgs in rity of Hunelake

No oporationg. Tsk Force replenished,

Cordineted corbat alr operations consistirg of attacks against
interdietion arairgt enemyv rail and rond notwork. Strikes
were instititsd asainst faectery buildings in Scivjine

Corducted cowbut &ir owperatiocns consisting of attacks against
warchousing and supply buildings, interdictior of main supply
routes and bridges. Conducted AA firing.

Cuiducted cowbzat air operntions corsisting of attacks against
supply shelters, factory and industrial area of Chongejin,
encmy troop concentrations,

Ho operations, Task Force roplenished. USS VALLEY FORGE
(CVA-43) -rrived Tusk Force, USS ORISKANY (CVA=34) departed
for Yukesukaae
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"SFCURITY INFORMATION

12 Feb

i3 Feb

14 Feb

15 Feb

16 Feb

17 Feb

18 Feb

19 Fab

20 Fsb

21 Feb

22 Feb

23 Fseb

2/, Feb

1953

1953

1953

1353

1953

1953

1953

1953

1953

1953

1953

1953
1953

DECLASSINED

Conducted combat alr operations consisting of attacks on enenmy
barracks and supply durps, naval gun fire spot at Towsan, rail
and road interdietion., LTJG G, H. PALMFER, USM, of VA=95 crash
landed on Yodc Islaid due loss of fuel pressure, Pilot was
uninjured,

Air operations limited due weather to attacks on the main
enemy supply routes and ECM work,

Conducted combat air operations consigting of attacks on enemy
bunkers and supplies, close air support ir the front line
area, interdictior of mair supply routes.

No oparations, Task Forcc replenished. Cunducted AA firing.

Conductzd corbat a2ir cperations consisting of close air sup-
port and other strikes in the front lire area, attacks on
bridges nd supplies, interdicticn of roads and rails. LTJG
H. T. EVANS, USN, VF-93 crashed into water at force. Pilot
ot recovered.

Conducted co bat alr operations consisting of attacks on
coastal mun erplacements vicinity Woigan, rails and tunnels,
cloge alr support for front line troops.

Corducted combat zir operations eonsisting of attacks on
enery barracks, bivouazes, supply dumps, and irterdiction
of mai~ supply routes., LT R. B, STAMATIS, USNR, VF=93,
ditched from combat air patrol and was recovered by HNCS
ATHABASKAN (DDE-219). Pilot suffered back injuries.

No operstlons, Task Forec replenished.

Conducted combat air operatiors consisting of close air
support, attacks against mining plants, amrmo storage areas,
rail and road strikes.

Corducted combat air operations consisting of interdictien
agairst rail system, attacks on cement plants, troop billeting
areas.

Cozdngticd combnat air opemations consistirg of close air
supnor, FON worl, utfacks on storage buildings, interdic-
tion against hi'cges. vnlls, and turnels., USS KEARSARGE
(CVi-33) denartec Tor Ydicsuka.

No oparaticns,; Tusk Fuoren roplenished. Coiducted Al firing,
Condusted conkat air operations consisting of close aiw support
waindt gremr bunkors and trenches, attacks on supply and

villetirg areas and coastal pun emplacements vicinity of onw
san, irterdicticn of main supply routes.

" ».’
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25 Fcb 1953

26 Feb 1953

27 Feb 1953
28 Feb 1953

1 Mar 1953

2 Mar 1953

3 Mar 1953
4 Mur 1953

5 Mar 1933
é Mar 1953
7 Mar 1953

Conducted combat alr opsrations consisting of interdiction
work, attacks against coastal gun emplacements vicirity of
Tongann, strikes or billeting nreas and supply shelters.
ECM work was conducted alorg coast,

Conducted combat air operations consisting of attacks

against personnel and supply shelters, electrical install-
ntions, vehicle repair facilities, close air support against
bunkers and trenches, irterdiction against malrn supply routes,
LTJG E. H. BOUSLOG crashcd larded in friendly territory due
enemy AL firc., Pilot uninjured.

No opcrationg, T=sk Forec rcplcunished.

Coiducted combat air operations consisting of interdiction
work on rail and rond systom, attacks <gainst warehouses,
billetirg nreas, coastal gun emplacements, industrial arens.
ECM was coxducted.

Conducted combat air operations consisting of close air
support againat mortar positiors and trenches, attacke
against supply buildings, interdiction of rail roands.
ICDR R, J. OBEY, USN, executive officer of VA-95, crashed
izrto water on take off. Pilot was recovered uninjured.
FNS F. A. NIXON, USNR, VF=91, crashed as result of enery
A\ fire, Pilot presumed killed in nction.

Alr opcrotions limited due weather to interdiction of rails
and roads between T.:clon and Siuchan; .

Ne overaticng, Tisk Force replciisheds

Cor ducted combat air operaticns consisting of close alr
support against mortar positions and tronches, attacks
apainst personrel and supply shelters, naval <un fire spot
at Wonsan, USS ORISKANY (CVA=34) arrived Task Forcoe. USS
PHILIPPINE SEA departed for Yokosuka 15571,

Enroutc to Yokosuka. Corductcd AA firing.

Ieroute to Yokosuka.

Arrived Yokosuka. !'oored to Picdrmont pler.

PART III = ORDNANCE:

1. Material.

There were no major casualties sustained by the Ship's

ordiiance and/or Fire Coutrol Material. No plcce of Ordnance cquipment
was cut of comrmission lonzer than four (4) iours to effect necessary

repairs.

‘




SECURITY INFORMATION

B. lmsunition expenditures., Amuniticn expended for trairirg was as

follows:

de Ship
Lype Roundg
5"/33 AAC 145
5%/33 VT 39
5"/38 VT Non-frag 74,
L0 BM (11 typesg 2809

b. Air Group (scc air group supplement)

3« Guuicry arcises. A4 Firiiy was corducted at every opportunity,
Firing on replenishment and operating days was lirited due to weather and
flight schedules., FEircutc to the T sk Force, firing wis eonducted using
weather balleocns, This is <ood familiarization practice for indoectrin-
ation of new men assigned to gun crews. Ewrcule fror the Tisk Forcc to
Yokosuka the following practices were conducted: AA Bakop and Ah George.

4e Remurks on replenishment.
a. During the period of 31 Junuary %o 4 March 1953, the USS

FHILIPPINE SFA rofucled fror AO's nine ($) tincs, recelving a total of
1,179,940 gallors of aviation rasoline nnd 2,144,675 gallons of fuel oil,

b. Seven (7) destroyers were recelved at the after transfer station
for the transfer of personnel or freight via the highline.

¢ Rearming operations were conducted eight (8) timas:

Datc Suip Hedight Tiue Tons por hoyr
2/3/53  USS TITAFTA 130 tens 1 hr. 24 min. 94
2/7/53 USS VIRGO 124 tors 54 min. - 135
2/11/53  USS CHiRA 272 tons 1 hr, 41 min. 168

2/15/53  USS PARACUTIY 158 tons 1 hr. 33 min, 101
2/19/53  USS PARACUTIN 200 tons 1 hr, 53 nin. 106

2/23/53 USS VIRGO 150 tons 1 hr. 17 min. 116
2/27/53 USS GCHaRA 138 tons 1 hr, /4 min. 180
3/3/53  USS VIRGO 202 tons 1 hr, 28 min. __138__

Over L1l average 125.4

ds No difficulties were encourtered during the rearmins and re-
plenishing operations.

e s
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DART TV - BATTLE DAMAGE:

1, Yo battle damage was inflicted on the PHILIPPINE SEA during the pericd.
2. Dumage irnflicted on Philippine Sea aircraft (refer to enclosure (1)),
3. Duware inflicted by Philipsine Sca idreraft (refer to enclosure (1)).

PLRT V__~ PFRSOKNFL PERFORIANCE AND CASUSLTIES:

1. Poerformance.

e Perscnnel

The PHILIPPINE SEA, with AIR GROUP NIFE cmbarked, departed from
Yokosuka or 28 Jaruary 1952, ¥one of the 2801 enlisted men or 263 officers
attached at the time missed the sailing of the shiv due to unauthorized
absence.,

During the period of this report, five men received non-judicial
punishment at Captain's Magt znd four were tried by summary court martial,
Discipline has been no problem durirg the entire tour on the lire.

Despitc the rigorous schedule of operntions, the personnel aboard
the PHILIPPINE SE4 have displayed a keen interest in their educational ad-
vancement. During this periecd, 26 GED tcsts have been administered, 40 men
have applied for USAFI corrcsporderce courses, 36 have checked out manuals
for self-improverert, and 92 men have taken advantage of Mavy correspondence
courses to improve thomselves for advancement in rating, 4 tobal of 150
counsellirg hours have been held to assist irdividuals to profitably plan
their educatioral program,

There were 1216 competitive, service-wide examinations conducted in
the month of Fobruary. Clisses in Culle-c Al cbra, Arulytical Georsclry, and
Plane Prigoncmetry have been organized nnd meet for three hours each week.
Mathomaties classes are open to both officer and enlisted personnel,

Morsla rencined excoptlonally high throughcut the tour,
be. Velfare and Recrcation

In addition to scheduled movies, the ship's buird played regular
eoncerts for the crew and an informal "hillbilly®™ Luind was oryznized
with excellert results. Threo variety shows were prepared and staged,
They wore very well received. Birgo pakcs have been established as a reg-
ular Tedi.csday risht feature. hey have proved to be quite popular. Tho
library wns well patronized and the demand for record players and phono-
graph records has continued.
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A hobby shop has been established with an offieer assigned collate
eral duty as Hobby Shop Officer. The Lobby shop althourh relatively new on
board this ship has proven quitec suecessful and most popular with the crew.
The shop featurcs various types of handieraft, among them being leather
working, wood carving, model plane and railroad building,

A rcereation room whieh was opened for the erew just prior to de-
ployment has scrved its purpose exeeedingly well,

Qualified physical training instruetors have been assigned primary
duty as supervisors of the crew's .nd Officers' wvorkout rcogms. 4 larse
runber of officers and men regularly avail themselves of this opportunity
to raintain themselves in physicnl conditicn.

cs Reldizicus Activitics

Durii- this perioed, Divine Srrvices were held as follows: C:th-
olic Mass celchbrated twize daily nnd thre~ times on Sunday; Confossicns
were heard S:turdar nizhte o ag degive iy the Z1oased Sceranent wns ree
served, allowlng pilots to roeciv: ¥ My TLoesavilon ot any tirme; Citholle
Instructions were held thyee everiips o wrck., Frohostant Mornine Proyer
scrvice was held daily; Holy Cuorru-icon 20ld Sunday rmorning. Rorular Sunday
Morniug Torship wag condiicted with choir. Bible study and Prayer Serviccs
were conducted three timer 2ach woeck, Jeouish, Curistian Seisncc and Latter
Duy Suirtes services and gstuly groups were held weckly. Each nizht evening
prayers are broadcagt over the public address system following taps. MNom=
orial services were conductod fur twe pilots (Protestint) und one cnlisted
ship's company man (Cutholie).

Tree Suip colloeted dorations in an amount of $5,556.30 for the
Netivnal Foundation for Diloutile Pavalysis,

A larc quantity of clothing ani shoes was collected for and sent
to needy Korsans on Yodo Island.

2. qu‘di %; -
e Performance

The worale of all hands aboard the ship during the period of this
report has been outstanding. This sidp arrived on the line as a clean ship.
in a gound state of operational rcadiness. The lic.ltl. of the erew suffered
sonewhat because of the rapid transition from one climate to another, and
there were several admissions teo the sick list because of influenza,

Cold weathar clothing was adequate and properly distributed, and
hot soup and corffee were always available to all personnel, Lory hours bee
gause of heavy air operations scheduling produced oceasional episodes of
fatigue nmong personnel concerned, but since this was the first period on
the line in this cruise this fatigue was temporary and did not become serious,
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Howover, 1t is felt that this factor is ono which must be watched for and
suarded against as tinme in this arca progrosses. Curosic fatipue will lend
to carclessncss, breakdown of morale, and “oss of efficiency,

b. Illncss

The following figures arc these for the month of February, and
include both air group and ship's com.ary. Tuere were 109 admissicns to the
sick list of which 90 were for illness and 19 fer injury. These ceople
spent a total of 530 days in the sick bay. During the first two weeks about
hnlf of the i1l had irfluerza, but later the admissions reflected the usual
shipboard distribution,

Therc were 1424 visits to the sick bay for a tetal of 2009 treat-
nents. Ninetoon of these were the result of reportable injuries, Duri:y the
ronth there were 29 surgieal procedures in the operating foom, 9 of which were
major, and 20 were mincr, Tiage fiqurcs do not include suture cases done in
the dredsirg room or the apnlieaticn of cnsts.

c, Casualtics
One sian died as a result of being struck by the propeller of an
D=4 on the £light deck. He suffercd severe injuries to his left arm and
a crushed left chest with lung damage.
1. Vewncrcal disease
Tiere wore 13 admissicns to the venereal sick list from the ship's
conuanys G.Co und chancroid respended well to treatment, but the none
specific V.D. urcthritis has bheen very refractive. The saip woes in port
three dayse.

es Recammendaticns: None,

PART VI - CONMMENTS

1. Avi {x} t_i££ [
2o  Adreraft rmamintenance

(1) Curwents fron. skips in the operating area indiecated 720 gal-
lors of Studdard solvent was required for 1 30 day period. This ship used
160 -cllons in a like period,

(2) Tuis savirg in the use of Stoddard solvent has been accomp=
lished by the following method:

(1) Plane cuptains have been instructad to draw only a
gaart at o time and maintenance personnel nnly a half buckets Tiiis has not
ciwused any hardshap and the fire hazard has also been reduced.

(3) 12% ton jacks were requested and received for use on AD tyve
aircraft.
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The lichter 10 ton jacks were then releised fer use by the FOF and F4U
squadrons, Trouble with the 10 ton jack ~eale was experienced when used
on AD aireraft with the ship underway. A recommendation for the 124 ton
jacks to be added to the Section "G" Allowince Ligt will be forwarded,

(4) The portable high pressure pasoline compressor engine for
fi1lling F9F landing gear emergency alr hottles occasionally failed to start,
An crergency rig to furnish air for the bottles by using the torpedo air
compressor w~s emnloyed. The installation of a high pressure manifold (with
3 outlets) will be recommended Tor use on the hangar deck of this ship.

(5) It was found th-t during cold westher operations the allowance:
of four (4) WA-l jet starter units w=s inadequate, Recommendations will be
forwarded to increace the allowanee to five (5) or, if this is not Peasible,
that a section "MM allowanee li-t of repair parts »e furnished, This ship does
not have a rermanently installed system for starting jet sireraft,

‘S The present Taukeshaw, Modcl B, APU framc has been found to be
too low tc (e deck, causing the battery and control box su--ort bracket to
break “rom continued hitting and pounding on the deck. Thip condition is
caused when the handles are raised for pullirg, therebr allowing the bracket
to hit the deck, Tn order to eliminate this, two Homclite APU rubber wheecls
will be used in place of the aft-r su-nrort legs., A pin type lock is being
devised to keep the unit from rollins,

(7) Uhen using the Uriversal Tow Bar (R69-B=104300) on F@F-5 air-
eraft, it =was found th=t the two tail whecl tow pins, provided for use on
hollow tail wherl ixles, cut the sidec wall of the nose wheel tire sufficiently
to warrant a tire change. This was corrceted by unboltine the nose gear tow=
ing hooks on the end of the tow bar and plucing them so they were on the in-

side of the tow bar support plate, This change does not effect the use of the
tow bar “or tail whecl towing.

(8) It has beon found that thr present jury strut on the FIF wing
can mork loosc and drop out of the dower wing fitting in hish vinds, A fuse-
lage to wing, jury strut h-s been devised to take esre of this situation. A

letter with draw'ngs will be forwarded to the apporpriate Bureau via the chain
of command,

(9) Numerous failures of the MAF 603410 arresting hook tips have
been exrerienced on the FOF-2 aireraft, These heook tips had FOF aireraft ser=
vice change 156 incorporated, Local corrertive action taken included filing
2 1/16" radius on all e“pes of the hork ti~ slot, dressing out all file, saw
srd grirder scrotehes and »olishinz the slot area to facilit-te inspection.
Some loose play 'ms noted “rtween the hook tin slot and the hook shank, Shimm-
ing has been emnloyed a= a remedy. Thrre has »cen no recurrence of tin reak=-
syge sinee the action va initiated.

b. Aviantion Ordnance.

(1) & uadrons having 20MM guns ire, for safety purposes, in addition

—— 9
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to raiging the feed mechanisms, using n safrty block inctalled over the gas
eylinder suide between the nush rods »nd th: s eylinder yoke. The safety
block is fabricated of 4" cold rolled boiled plate, 11/16" wide and 5 5/16M
lerp, hent to the radius of the gns eylinder ouide to an angle of 490, The
safety bhloek i= ef entive onlv when the brecc™ block is in thr rear position,
An originnl of thie safety “loek ms obtaincd frem the USS BON HOMI' RICHARD.

c. Aviation Gasoline.

(1) 1,056,000 gallons of Av/Gss, 4,004 gallons of Av/Lub 1100 was
used durine the operating period.

(2} The followine is submitted on this shins exnerience in receive-
irg Av/Gas from tarkers st sea snd is baeed on samnles taken every fifteen
mirutes at the main £11ling conncetion, starhoard side forward,

RIGH™ST PFR-  TINE RPMUIRFD TO VISUAL
CENT 7 "ATTR DIMINISH CONTENT APPEARENCE

DATE TANKFR RYCEIVED CONTEMNT WATER TC ZERO QF SAMPLES
2-3-53 USS PASSUMPIC 181,000 752 1,6 hrs. cloudy - dirt
2=7~83 USS WISPILLION 33,000 &< .3 hrs. elear = clean

2-11-53 USS VISPILLION 151,000 oy 1.0 hrs. clenr - clean

2-14-53 USS KASPASKIA 159,000 i - - elenr -~ clean

2~15«53 US3 GUADLUPE 102,000 0% - .= elear - clean

2~23=53 TUSS KASR4SKIA 113,000 0% - - eclear = clean

2-27-53 USsS TALDGA 148,000 20% 1.8 hrs, clear =-clean
3-3-53 USs TALUGA 90,000 0% --- - clear = clean

des Alreraft handling

(1) Jet aireraft -re gpotted in a two-one snot on the port =ide for-
ward of #2 elevator, This provides space for sixteen jets and two prov air-
craft forward of the jets. A starboard srot s used, but it wss found to
create a handlire hazard in pusty ~ind cenditions due to the instability of the
FGF in - wirgz folded nosition ~nd to the necessity of turning the last few into
the spot at an angle of 40° out of the wind. Nose bars are strongly recommended
for taxiing =11 j-ts forward of the barrieade, :

(2) AD aireraft are not taxied off #2 elewator to the hanger deck
due to excesmive npower needed to swihg the tail broadside into the wind and
the ever presert danver of nosing up,

2. Gubnery.

1. No edditional comments.
3. Supily.

as Aviation Suwj.ly

(1) Barrier engagoments resultine from heock point failures caused
abnermil usage of several items sueh as struts, fairinas, ete,

(2) The shin was replenished twice,on the line by the USS CHOURFE.

A total of 240 line items were requiritioned on the 1ine and 103 items were
reccived,
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(3) An analysis of ACCG items is tzbulated below:

SECURITY INFCRMATION

TiU=4 FLU=5N (D=47 FOF=5P AD-4L  AD«<4N TOTAL
Lllowance items 2 1 1 1 5
Nun=allowanee items 1 2 1 1 2 7

gt

Tutal itcm 2 1 3 2 1 3 12

Of thc above items, 4 were later repaired on board or obtained from dud oir-
craft, 4 were received from supply scurces or from other carriers, and 4
are presently cutstanding. Twe fuel sumis {R85-BPD=368010=2) arc roguired
for one F9F=5P. 4t presont, action has been passed to the eontractor in-
dicating that the item is not available in the supply system, Commander,
Flcet Air, Japon, was asked to sereen the area for availabllity and reported
none available, Tidis vcescl was unable to cbtain any npart of the allowance
of this item prior departing CONUS.

be Genoral Steres Matcrial

(1) No unusual or critieal shortages developed in GSK stocks during
tris initinl cruise, Lar:ct thnn expected usage was enccunterasd, however, in
the following items:

(a) Battorics, dry, flashlights and general use (G17-B=7210) =
4300 issued in n 45-day pericd.

(b) Gloves, light wei ht leather, reinforced (G37-G2985-10,20,
ard 30) = 150 pair issued in a 30-day period,

(2) Sreeial clothing stocks based upon actual usage figures during
the 1952 deployment proved to Ye satisfactory. Shortages developed in in=-
dividual sizes but there were no shortages of an entire itenm,

(3) Corsiderable difficulty hns been encountered with Electronics
spare parts. Excessive usaze of certain types of tubes and eables rendered
several plcees of equipment inoperative, Seven pricrity "A" Jdisputches were
necessary to obtain essentinl gpares. Althcush air shipment has been request-
ed in each instance, items furnished have arrived by replenishment ship,

ce Curanissary

(1) During the operatin; pericd this vessel reprovisioned four times
ng indieated below:

Provisicons Prevrisions

Rate
Dutc  Ordomed (tons) Regrived (tune)  Ship Time (rin) (tons/hr,)

SRR AE IR USS GRAFFIAS 32 103

211743 e EOI USS ALUDRA 47 77

253 i 6500 USS ALUDRA 28 99

343,53 ey I0eAn USS ALULRA 50 84
208 220,495

-
[
x
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Tie incroused frequency of reprovisioning is a definite improvement over the
schedule followed during the same period of 1952 whcn reprovisioning occurred
ncrmally once and never more thon twice during a tour on the line,

SECURITY INFORMATION

{(2) Tuc sup.ly of fresh fruits =nd vegetables as to quality and
quanttty was gencrnlly good with the excepticn of oranges. Asprcximately one=
hnlf of all oranges received have been smrveyed,

(3) Tho fow itcms thit have heen difficult to obtain although not
critical are puddings, syrup, soft wheat flour, graham flour, and assorted dry
careals,

4+ Ingincering,

e  Ne comncnt.

5. Dawagg Cuntrole

ae No cvmmont.

6. CIC.

ue Qeneral

A four scction watch has been employed for the past three months,
gections rotating with the watch officer every six hours, This watch bill
has proven most satisfactory in that it makes each man an integral and ess-
ential part of the CIC systcm and deficiencles in individuals can be instant=-
ly noted and correcteds Thus, arc removed the prcblems encountered under the
old two or three section watch, namely = a few men carrying all the load; and
the question of what to do with men on wateh who are in a "rest" or etandby
status,.

hs Rudar Performancge

R-udar porformance varied throughout this tour on the line from poor
to excellent, Thc AN/SPS=6B went cut of comrission permanently after about
three weeks on the line due to overheati g which shorted out several co=axial
cables: MNo spurcs were available and although dispatches were sent, the
spares did not arrive prior to departing the combat area,

The RHI systcm was down frequently due to trouble in the scanner
mechanism on the antenna, Inuediate ropzir was not possible, since it was
impossible to shut down the crtire SX unit until operations of the Forco por=
w.tted. Fwen when in operat. 1. the RHI generally .ave unreliable altitudes,
varying fvom 1030 to 4000 f£-0 % oo high,

Tho SX search radar wos operational at all times except for roﬁtine
malntennnce, Performance was covsistently good to excellent,

A 2.
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IFF continues to be the sole method of tracking jet targets beyond
40 miles.

¢. Air Intercept

Unreliable altitude information has been the major factor contributing
to the failure of air intercepts, Where agltitude of raids was known, in=-
tercepts uwere conducted with a high precentage of tally-ha's.

d. Communicationsg

Cross talk, particularly on the AN/ARG's, presented the biggest problem.
Antenna shifting was tried to alleviate this condition, but with Jittle success,

7. Comaunications

8. General

Considering the shortage of rated radiomen and telemen, communication
performance during the first period of the FHILIPFINE SEA's third Eorean tour
iz considered to have been excellent. The ship operated wits a total of 7
radiomen znd 7 telemen as against the authorized allowance of 27 radiomen and
16 telemen. The actual ratings on board were as follows:

1 RMC 1 TE1 (Teletype & crypto repair)
1 RM2 1 TE2 (Navy Mail Clerk)
1 RM3 5 TE3

The above performance is due in part to the continued training program ini-
tiated lest epring in anticipation of the petty officer shortags, and the
excelient preventative maintensnce program carried out by the Enginecring
Departmentls ET's, The sccelerated tr-ining progran is making possible
maximum utilization of non-rated personnel in petty officer billets. Prac-
tically =21l circuit operstorg, both radic and tsletype sre non-rated men.

The rotation of operators on 211 eircuits and positions has contributed
greatly %o sach men'sz knowledpe of the "Flan' as a whole »n" 4o the overall
efficiency of the organization. Of considsred imports+ice is tie preventative
mointenance performed regulsrly during replenishment days by the ET's. One of
the mort important, and 2lsc vulnerable circuits (T~6) was maintained at peak
performance during the entire pericd.

b, Visual

The use of Nancy equipment was a continuing process during the night
~atches. i
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c. Mall Ec ’En
The Post Offico was enlarged during this operating period by
extending the inboard bulkhead, further inboard a distance of 3% feet,
similar to the VALLEY FORGE!s installation., An additional space of
approximately 56 square feet was obtained. This permits quicker dls-
tribution of mail, provides a larger storage space, and meets the se-
cuwrity requirements of the Post Officc Denartment.

8., Adr Intellifonge

ns The ship was adequately supplied with intelligence materlals
upon departure from CONUS, Shortages in current charts, especially
1:50,000 L751 ccries were quickily filled by ANO Atsugl.

be The Air Intelligence crganigation fupctioned well this first
operating period, This wis largely due to the foet that the Agsistant
Ay Intolligonee offizer and both enlisted personnel had the experience
of n proevious touwr, In «d’iticn, the senfor ALr ‘ntollifcnce Officer
proceded the ship to the combat zone as an advance party, as 4id the
majority of the Air Greup Adr Intelligence Officcrs. The alvance trips
tc the forward area are of unquostionable value as long as sufficeint
time 1s allcowed for a thorough indoctrination. As for preliminary
scheduling after arrival, the air intelligence officer for COVMFALIRJAP
hes arranced a time table which adequately meets the needs of most ad-
vance partles,

¢. The ship and air group were aided in a smooth start by having
the air intelligence officcr fron COMLVIE and COMPAIRJAP on board for
the first few days to ornluct survival an! escape nnd evasion lcetures.

d, The flak wys inherited fron the Escox proved very uscful and
stccessful. Thia molhnd erpleyoed plosting ali Tinalr on 1:50,007 maps
(feur maps taped together ant eovered wich acetits; and these wore Ine
stalled by stapling tc plywood hangers anl pinc.rp the hangers in a
rack. This is simllar tc the serangen nt descrabel Dy the Orislany.
The rogks prevent any sweying of the maps, tnke only a minlmum of space,
and allcew easy transfer and stowage by tho briefing officer, Otherwlse,
the office funchéioned under the previous physical arrangement, with
the fluorescent lighting and sliding panels continuing to be a big help.

0, Briefing became much easier as the period progressed and the
intellifence personnel began to anticipate problems before they cccured.
The conversion of the wardrcom lounge into a ready room allowed the
aaadron using this room to have a first class briefing space, as the
crnversion was designed with this in mind. However, all ready rooms
h2d adequate intelligence arrangements, The hecklers were briefed in
the Fiug Intellifonce spaces, with the assistant ship's AIO aucting as
briefiny offiecer, Thic arrangement, and the spaces, proved very satls-
factory. Relief maps were especially helpful in heckler briefings.

——— ¥
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9s Photographic Intorpretation

as A total of fifty (50F photographic reconnaissance missions were
£lown during the operating period utilizing three FOF=~5P photographic
planes mounting the following cameras: K=38 36 inch, K=17 24 and 12 inch,
The cfforts of the Photo Intorpretation Officer have been direeted toward
target search, flak studies, damage assessment, and touraid preparations
with emphasis on target searoh, Mosalcs of suitable targets prepared
from flash prints were forwarded to the Curricr Division Staff, Foidow=
ing their selection of mosmies, negatives were forwarded to each of the
oparating enrriers, The final result was a photograph of the target
for each pilot on each target strike, This system has been very suc-
cessful for pllot orlentation, in all cases, exeept those photos having
poor or undiscernable map reference check points,

b, At preccnt the photo interpretation officer is loecated in the
Flag Office. This is adequate space, One officer and twe enlisted
men are assgigned., An additional officer cr enlisted man eould be utl-
lized,

10, Photorraphic atcr
ae Peorscunel

(1) Presectly assigned ship's company photographic personnel
consist of 1 W.0s, 1 CPO, 6 P.0. and 17 nonerated men, of which 1 AF3
is permanently nssigned tc Photographic Interpretation. Of the potty
officers on board, the majority were assigned to this command lesas than
two months before departure from the United States and had nc previous
carricer experience, It is recommended that whenever possible, peraonnel
be ngsigned at least two months prior to departure frem the CONUS in
order to gain experience during carrier qualificatlion operations and
training periods,

(2) Non=rated personnel have been given intensive, on=the=-
job training and are nble to perform routine assignments satisfactorily.
However, 1t is considered that additional experienced petty officers
are necessary for use in s supervisory capacity. Laberatory personnel
are divided into three shifts of twelve hours each, 0700-1900, 1200~
2400, 1900=8708, providing maximum man power at peak work load periods.
A retod camera repairman is eritically needed for proper preventive
maintenamee and repair of photographic equipment., Althcugh quotas are
available for Camera Repair School, it is considered inadvisable to
deplete the number of experdenced petty officers aboard due to the al=
ready existing shortage.

b, Production

(1) TFifty sorties were flown during this operating period,
Fourtocn rolls of 9% x 390% film and thirty six #edls of 9% x 200! filw
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wore nrocested. Of these, 3703 9 x 18 negatives and 198 9 x 9 negatives were
Sorne printed. A total of 20,206 9 x 18 prints -nd 1034 9 x 9 prints were
produced,

(2) Duc to the size of target arens photosraphed, entir~ rol's of
39C! £ilm =ere exposed on severzl occasions, It is recormended that a rore
suitable develonine outfit than the Morse B=5 be tequirad if the use of full
390! rolls becomes standard practice. Cutting rolls in half i- not considered
practical dur to the danger of losing several vital exmosurcs, Although the
Be5 recls will iccert a full 390V of film, the lenpth of the roll causes n great
inequality of develepment hetwsen tho esnter and ends of the roll for ontimum
negative auality.

(3) W-61 Unit "MIKE" is emnloying K~38 Camerns ~nd AJB Magazines
for the largest nmercentage of rheto reco-raicsance rmissione. Required
altitude and lorest safe airsneecd of the FGF=5P!s rroduce too great an ime
age mwation “or a naximum shutter spe~d of 1/150 sceerd.,

(4) Preventive maintenance and repairs to K=38 cameris nd AOB
Magézines are largely 1 matter of puecrwork due to laek of Teehnieal Orders
=-nd instruction handborks for this type ¢ camera.

11, Aerclogy

a. Average flying conditions with low seattered clouds at 2500 feet,
pood visibilities, 'nd moderate northwestrrly winds prevailed in the operating
arer until 4 Februsry, A& low presaure syster formed north of Okinawa, and
deepencd, causing the winds to verr in the over-ting are~ frorm the northwest
to the northr~st, This onshore flow of roist air created non=operational
conditions in the tavoet srea, The =wenther in the coper-tineg aren renained
average until, as the low econtinucd to dernen, 1 north-asouth trough formed
over the contirent of Keren., A small low develened in this trouch in Central
Korew:, and moved enst acrose the onoratinn irea, This low intensified in the
sea of Jaran, and caused poor flyine westher until f Fehruary. Average to
good flyire weather again wrevailed until 13 February vhen the sime wenther
siturtion was repeat~d, in 2 milder way, Peror flying eonditions lasted for
about eight heurs on the 13th.

b. During the period from the 14th to thr end of February, flying con=
ditions were gonernlly gocd, The surface -vind, however, w-s frequently very
1igkt, necescit ting maximum ship's spead, ~nd reduction of bormh 1o1d to attain
gatisfactory launching ernditiors, The 1licht winds occurred on the 15th and
16th, and alre~t dafly from the 20th to the 22th. They were usually pre-
ceded hy a diminishing of the winds at 5000 to 10,000 ferte

c. On the 2nd 'nd 3rd of March, the weather situation which occurred on
the Ath, 5th and Ath, and again on the 13 of February, w:s once more ex-
rordienced in the overating area. This low wns the most intense of the three
cnecuntered, ~nd deepensd rapidly while moving east, so that its effects
persisted in the oper-ting ares for 24 houres fter the piss-ge of the center,
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the panssage of the center,

d, Average temperatures for the month were about 32 degrees
for the first half, with a relatively high average of 40 degrees for
the saoond half of the month, Snowfall was generally very 1light, except
for cne or two occassions when heavy snow fells On all occassions, the
arow melted rapidly and presented no problems relative to flight oper-
ations aboard ship.

PART VII RECCMMENDATIONS

1. Operational

ae With the cnemy inecreasing his night vehicular and rail activity
j% i3 recommended that greater emphasls be placed ~n launching more
night heekler sorties, Enemy night movements have nlways been heavily
rredominant. The recent Increase in vehicular sightings can be asso=
cinted with either his preparation for an offensive, or with an influx
of replacement vohicles to offset his losses,

Early Fcbruary brought some of the highest totals of vehicle sight-
ings on rececrd, with Navy shore fire control parties reporting 3,392
trucks for n week's period, in the Vonsan area alone., Night hecklers
from this ship, launched at 1800, consistently reported heavy traffie,
expceially on Rod route 11, leading south from Tconsan to Singo=San and
the bombline, and on Green 3, the trang-peninsular line from Yangdok
to ¥onsan ‘

It became npparent to these pllats that the enemy began his truck
movements immedintely at dusk and continued until 0200 or 0400. Damn
Hockler missions, launched nt 0415, found much less truck activity than
the nicht hecklers,

Thore were 65 heekler sorties launched from the Fhilippine fea
during this reporting period, but at least 18 of these werec hampered
by poor weather nnd visibility, thus reducing effective night interdic~
tion, Despite the comparatively few heckler gortics the great majority
of trucks destrogyed and damnged can be aceredited to the night mlssions.

Eurly in the period heavy train traffic was noted aleong the cast
const, Tith the enemy employing a shuttle system ware through lines
are not available, night heckler missicns appair to be the best method
of dcstroying his mears of transportation, both loecmotives and trucks.

2+ Photographic Laboratory

a. Refer to page 25 par~graph b (3). It is recommended that a
cnmera of higher shutter speed, or with an image moticn compensating
device, be supplied to 21l units in the forward area.

3. Air Intellicence

a. This command concurs in the recommendations previously made by
other carriers that an Air Intelligence Specialist rate be established
for the enlisted perscnnel assipned to this duty. Durins operating per-
1ods 1t s almost iprosnible for these nen to practice for whatever rate
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they may desire 26 routine dutles take up a great amount of their time.

I- the event these men £ind time to wractice for their rate it is usually
Jate at night, or in port during periods of rest and relaxation.

/
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Cepies wo: hdcting
CNO (2) Advunce

CINCFACFLT (=) Advarce
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMAVFE (1) Adwirnce
COMPAVFF EVALUATION GRCUP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1)Advance
CcTF 77 (1) Advance
COMCARDIV 1

CCMC/ARDIV 3

CONMCARDIV %

COMAIRPAC (10)

CONSER VPAC

COMFATRALAIEDA

COMFATRJIAPAN

COFFAIRQUONSFET

NMAVAL TAR CCLLEGE

FLO JOC KOREA

USs ROXFR (CVa~21)

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (Cva-31)
yes VALLEY TCRGE (CVA-45)
USS ORTSKANY (CVa=34)

USS PRIFCETCN (CVA-~37)

USS KEARSARGE (CVa=33)

USS wASP (CVi-18)

USS YORKTO™N (CVA=10)

USS ESSEX (CVA=9)

CWG 2

CW 5

cwW 7

cW 9 (15)

cW 11

cWG 15

CVG 19

CW 101

CVG 102

ATG 2
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