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LTY INFORMATION

From: Commanding Officer and Commander Task Element 95«11,
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Vit (1) Commander Task Group 95.1
o (2) Commander Task Force 95
(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet
(1) Commander Naval Fotces, Far Tast
(5) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet

Subjs Action Report 12 July through 23 July 1952

Refy {a) Article 0705 Navy Regulations
(b) OPHAV INSTRICTION 3480.4
(c) CINCPACFLT INSTHICTION 34801
(d) CTG 95.1 OpOrder 2-52
{e) CIE 95.11 OpOrder 2=52

" Tnels (1) Sample Air Schedule
1. Tn accordance with reference {(a), (b}, (¢) and (d), the action report
of Task Element 95,11 for the period 12 July through 23 July 1952 is sub-
mitted herewith.

PART I - GEMNERAL NARPATIVE

1. During the period 12 July through 23 July 1952, the USS BATAAN (CVL-29)
under the cormand of Captain H. R. HORNEY, 61175/1310, USK, with the
Marine Adireraft Squadron VMA=312 embarked through 21 July, operated as a
sirt of the U. S, SEVENTH Fleet in Task Force 95, under the operational
control of the Commander Task Group 95.l.

2, The Commanding Officer, USS BATAAN was Commander Task Element 95.11
throughout the period ZL00I 12 July until 21L00T 21 July at which time the
command of the Task Element shifted to the Commanding Officer, HMS OCEAN.
The Commanding Officer, USS BATAAN was OTC West Coast of Korea from 20051
13 July until the Commanding Officer HMS NEWGASTLE assumed OIC West Coast
of Korea at Z100T 21 July 1952 During the reporting period, TBE 95.11
consisted of the USS BATAAN (CVL 29) and a meximum of four (L) escort
vessels. At varying times, the USS JOHN R, CRAIG (DD-885), USS NICHOLAS
(DDE=LL9), HMAS BATAAN (D-191), HMCS IROQUOIS (DIE-217) and HMAS WARRAMUNGA
{D~123) acted as screening vessels. One vessel of the screen was released
daily for night patrol as assigned by CIE 95.,12. Ships were detached late
in the afternoon to proceed on this patrol, returning the following- morning
aftor refucling from a tanker loeated near Taechong Do.
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ECURITY INFORMATION
ae The mission of the Task Flement is as followss

(1) Assist in enforcing the United Nations Hlockade and in the
defense of friendly islands of the West Coast of Korca.

(2) Assist in protecting sea communication in the Yellow Sea.

(3) Provide air spotting services for control of naval gunfire
in order to support the United Nations effort in Korea.

(L) Conduet air strikes against solected targcts,

(5) Conduct air recomnaissance.,

(6) Render close air support services to ground forces. _

(7) iet in accordance with current dircctives of CTG 95.1.
be The mission of the Carrier Unit is as followa:

(L) Conduct armed air reconnaissance of the West Coast of Korea
from the Unibed Nations front lines northward to Lats 39=15W,

(2) Attack enemy shipping and destroy mines,

(3) Maintain surveillance of enomy airfields in the Haejue
Chinnampo regions (ONGJIN, HARJU, and ONJONG-NI).

() Provide airspot services to naval units on request.

(5) Provide close air support and armed air- reconnaissance services
as roquested by Joint Operations Center, Korea (JOC, KOREL)

(6) Conduct air strikes against coastal and inland targets of
opportunity at discretions

(7) Be prepared to provide Combat Air Patrol to friendly naval
forces operating off the West Coast of Korea.

{8) Render SiR assistance.

3. Uo cnomy air forces were encoutitercd by this Task Element and thorefors,
no air action is related,” However, encmy small craft operating against

the island of Changifr Do, in the rivers, cstuaries, and along the West
Coast of Korea were attacked and destroyed by aircraft of this Element when
directed or as targets of opportunity. iction of TE 95,11 on Wewtlington
Ptrol s veporbed by CTE 98412,
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L. Daring this operating period, VI1.-312 aircraft flew Armed Reconnaissance,
Target Combat Air Patrol, Combab Air- Patrol and Pro~briefod Strikes, most
of which are illustrated by schedule, (enclosure 1l}e Flight operations
were carricd out on cight of the nine days scheduled, although somevhat
curtailed by weathor. On 18 July, weather causcd cancellation of entire
doyrte scheduled operations. During the eight flyable days, VIiA-31l2 ajr-
craft flow 278 combat sorbicse Two (2) fliipghts aborted, Thore was a total
of 553 combat hours flown for an overall average of 6l.ili hours and 30,9
sortics ner day for the ninc day poriods The squadron aireraft allowanco
was 2, the average aireraft on board 21.5 and the average aircraft
availability 16,

Se liarlex exercises scheduled from L to § fugust and 18 to 22 August re-
quired that the BATALN be availabley for the first axercise, to accomedate
eleven (11) helicopters from HMR 161 and a battalion of assavlt troopss To
accomplish this VMA-312 was dirccted to operate as TE 95411 from King 6
dvring the poriods normally scheduled for the U. S. Havy carriers to be on
the Horcan west coast. They woere further ordorod to continue oporations
at King 6 as TE 95.11.1 during the periods when the British carricrs were
in the oncrational area, By dircctions from CTG 95,1 ViA«312 aircrafi
wera flowun off “on the last operabing day. The remainder of the personel
and supplics and sparc parts to maintain the squadron ashore were off
loaded at Inchon the following morning.

6, Daring this oporating period, ships of Task Element 95.11 operated in
the Korean Coastal Area WAN in the vieinity of Latitude 37° 30N, and 12h°
30tE,

PART TI = CHRONOLOGICAL ORLER OF EVENTS

12 July 1952 -

Enroute to Operating irca NAN from Sascbo, Japan in company
with HAS W.RRAUIMUNGA. Low ceilings at Itazulkc, Japan caused delay of tow
plane for the schedulod gunnory excrecise. By the time the target tow plane
aryived on station the formation had passed beyond firea George, forcing
cancelliation of the exercise,

Lt 21001 the Commanding Officer, US3S BATLLAN assumed Command
of Task Llement 95,11,

At 23151 the USS JOHN R. CRAIG joined the formation.

13 July 1952 -

Forty-four. (i) combat sorties were lounched from the
" BATALN on this first day back in the oporabting area. Primary targets ine
cluded buildings, 113 of which were destroyeds
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‘At 0650 the USS NICHOLAS joined the formation. At 13201
Nih-312 Corsair, pileted by Capt, Ewart Gy ICK, USHCR, stalled on a
landing approach. The plane spun, struck the water, and sank immediatcly.
Captain DICK swam clear and was picled up by the BITALN helicopier. Injurics
suffered by the pilot arc reportced under CLSULATIES in Part V of this report.
At L7171 HIAS WARRLUNGL departed on Worthington Patrols Captain H.R. HORREY
asgumed CTC West Coast of Korca at 20151, by dircction of CTG 95.1l,

i July 1952 -

Poor flying weather in the afternoon forced the cancola
lation of twenty (20) flights, The twenty-six morning sorties accounted
for 172 cnemy troops killed in action and the destruction of a command
post as prinecipal targets.

At 05201 the USS NICHOLAS was detached for Yokosuka, Japans
A% 05371 the CTE 95.11 held Rogor gunnory firing cxercises.

At OBL8I mi.S WARRAWNG: returnced from patrole
15 July 1952 -

Forty-six (L6) flights were launched this date with pars
aiding in the defense of the island of Changin Do. At O94LI a repord was
received from CTE 95.15 that 300 North Korean troops were invading the
island of Changin Do (this fipure was subscquently reduced to an invading
force of 200) and a request for strike and TARCAP support was made, Schedule
cd aircraft werce diverted immediately and the remainder of the doys schedule
revised to render all possible aid, Sixty (60) troops wers killed in do-
foense of the island. Twenty (20) additional troops were killed and twelve
(12) gun positions damaged as the result of some of the days offorts.

After being diverted to K=6 as an escort for a wingman
with damoged ailerens, Capt, Guy A4 WLCLAURY, USHCR, rearmed and attempted
to takce off on another mission against the invaders at Chingin Dos The’
engine of his FhU failed and the plane crash-landed and burned., Captain
HACLAURY was burned to death.

At LOS6T HMCS TROQUOIS joined the formation. A% 17131 the
USS JCHN R, CRLIG deoparted on Worthington Patrol.

16 July 1952 -

Forty=four (L) ViA~312 aircralt were launched with main
effort dirccted to the retaking of Changin Po. Sevenitys-nine (79) troops

; were killed in retaking of the island., The total for the day came to one
mndred eighteen (118) troops killed. Other principal targets included two
(2) gun positions destroyed and two (2) damaged.
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At O5L3I CTE 95.11 held a Roger gumnery firing exercisec.

At 06361 a ViM\-312 pilot made a forced landing at
Pacngyengz-Do, effected temporary repairs and later rctwrned to the ship.
At 06461 an FLU piloted by Capt. Charles L. DUNCAN, USMMR, was damaged by
gunfive at Changin Do and forced’ T diteh off bh 'bhc isiand. The pilot used
his life raft and was lator picked up by a amall boat from S AMETHYST.
Captain IUNCLN suffered no injuries and was returned by Worthington Patrol

two days later.

A% O755I the USS JOHN R. CRAIG retwrmned from Worthington
Patrol and at 1708I HMAS W.RRAMUNGA was dotached for similar service.

17 July 1952 -

With the scouring of Changin Do on the morning of the
thh, planes from the BATAAN returncd to a normal schedule of CAP, TARCAP
and Reoceo flights, Marginal weather in the TARC.P and Recco arcas forced
the cancollation of 2l afternoon flightse. Fifty (50) buildings dostroycd
and fifteen (15) damaged compriscd the principal damage of the flights
which were ablé to work the target arcasa

At 0610I CTE 95,11 held a Roger gumnery firing exer-
ciscs At 06111 the WARRAMUNGL returned from Worthington Patrol and at 17061
IBICS TROQUOIS departed on a similar patrol.
18 July 1952 -

411 flights were cancelled due to warm frontal weather
with low ceilings in the operating and target areas.

At OBLBI HMCS IROQUOIS returned from Worthington Patrol
and at 17031 departed for similar scrvice.

19 July 1952 -
Full flight oporations resumed as the woathor improved,
Forty (40) sortics wore launched with major da.rmge to a railroad station
boing a principal. targot.

At 0825 BICS TROQUCIS rcturned from patrol and at 17121
the USS JOHN R. CRAIG departed for the daily Worthington Patrol.

20 July 1952 =

Woather again coused canccellation of all afternoon
flights with the result that only twonty-four (24) of tho forty (LO)
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schodnled flights were Jaunched. Primary target damage included the dgs-
truction of a radio-radar station and a power sub-station. TFive (5)
power subwstations werc damaged.

%X Rogo r. gumnery firing oxercisc was held at 05331
0952T the USS JOHN R. CRLIG returncd from Worthingten Patrol and at 15271
HILS WARRAMUNGA doparted carly to permit fucling before scas became too
rough for the operations

At 19107 the IMAS BRATAAN Joined the formations
2. July 1952 -

The finnl day of flight operations with VMA-312 aboard
the PATAAN was hampered slightly by low ceilings in the targot arcass
Twenty-six (26) sorties were launched with pilots reporting ono (1) power
plant damaged and four (L) rail cutse The last two flights of the day did
not roturn to the BATAAN Mub procecded on to King-6. Six (6) flyable duds
were ferriced to Kinge6 with only onc (1) VMi-312 aircraft being left aboard
0 bc off loaded in sascbo.

HMAS WARRAIUMGA roturncd from Worthington Patrol at
06291, 1658T HMCS IROGUOIS and BMAS BATAAN were detached on assigned dutys
1.8 WARRAMINGA and the USS JOHN R, CRAIG were detached for duty with HS
OCEAN at 2330I. Immediatcly after detoching the two vessels the USS BATALN
sot coursc for Inchon, Korea.

At 21003 the Commandcing Officer, HMS OCEAN assumcd Came
mand of Task Flemcnt 95.11 and OTC West Coast of Korea shifted to the
Comranding Officor of HMS NEWCASTLE.

22 July 1952 =

Steaming independently for Inchon from Operation Area
Hile )

Znchored in Inchon Harbor at 080LI and began off.loading
V=312 gear and personncl., Complebed off-loading and got under way for
Sascbo, Japan at 12031
23 July 1552 -

Steaming independently from Inchon to Sascbo, Japan. At
OSL5T conducted a gunnery cxercise with towed slecve in Arca Georgoe

144,07 Moored Duoy #18 Sasebo, Japan
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF FLIGHT OFERATIONS
N.TE Total Armed TARCAP Pro- CAP  ABORTS  FLY-A-
S Shrilos
7/13 hh 16 1k 1 1
7/1h 26 L 10 L 8 1
7/15 Lé ih 18 1L
7/16 Lh 1 16 1L
/17 28 8 10 10
7/18 - - - - - - -
/19 Lo 1 12 1
7/20 2l 8 8 8
7/2% 26 10 6 10 6
Totals 278 28 ol 6l 9 2 &
Liverage Combat Sortics Per Day 309
Total Combat Howrs 553
Daity Average 6l.Ll hours
Lyverage Hours Por Combat Sortie 2,
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PART TII - PERFORMANGE OF ORDNANCE MATERILL AND RQUIPHINT INGUDING

TNRUNITION EXPENULTUIES

Ly Performance of Ordnance .Ma‘berial and Equipment

(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

(5)

(6)

No unduo difficultiocs werc expericnced in the handiing of
ordnance.

Three (3) white phosphorous rockets failed to firce These
were returned as hanging rockets.

Two (2) 1000# GP and three (3) 500 GP bombs failed to cxplode.
411 aireraft returned with one or both armming wircs, with the
axgeption of onc (1) 1000i# GP. The aircraft carrying it ree
turned to K-8 and no report as to arming wires was rccciveds
It is possible that the bombs had insufficicnt air travel to
fad gy (119

One (1) 100# GP bomb was reoturned to the ship and stayed on
the aircraft during landings The bomb rack checked out satise
factorily.

One (1) napalm dud was reporteds The reasn for its failure to
cxplode is unknowne Tho aireraft returncd with both arming
wires.

Fusing on bombs listed in paragraph (3) and (3) above:

1 < 500# GP VT - T9LEL ANMLOLAZ LOL
1 - 500# GP A - ML3GAL 0L LH-10OIA2 0L
1 - 50 1',1‘!- GP Aﬂ‘nI\i - }D—39LAL1 InS'b. MI"‘I“H-O:LP;Z .01.
2 - 1000#f GP Vi - T91EL AN-10202 L0)
1 « Napaln 1 - MLS Igniter; Wl.P.

1l - I‘D.é Ignitcr’ W-P.
2 = T 157 Fuse
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B. Ordnancc Expenditurc ]
{1) During thec operating period covered by this report, the follow
ing ordnance was oxponded by VMA=312 aircrafi.

DATE  1000# 5004 2604  10G¥ Wp Napalm  20mn  ,50 Cal,

CP GP Frag GP Rocket r?s. ?ds.
/139 i) 150 2l 7T 39900 13,500
7/ L 8 12 8k 8 6 5!500 17?150
/A5 Lk 23 8 160 32 5 2,100 11,200
/L6 - 21 10 126 1,8 8 hfooo 1h3200
/LT 2 10 102 2l 6 2,000 10,000
[ - - - - - e T
/18 6 16 32 n 8 h 6§ooo . 95900
/20 6 6 16 62 - L 2,000 6?000
/2. 6 10 2 92 - - 5060 1,000
Totals 37 108 80 870 1k hO 26,000 82,950
Bomb
$obal g : - -
lbs, 37,000 Bh,000 20,800 87,000

Operating poriod, totel lbse 198,800

Bomb
total ' ' )
tons IB.S 7 I' .U m 1?3':5

Operating period, total tons 97.4
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PLRT IV - JMARY OF OWll AND IHEMY BATTLE DAMA

Le Own Battlc Darnge:s
(1)} None of the ships of the Task Floment sustained battle damagos

(2) Por damage susbained by aircraft sce Naval Lir Varfare Lircraft
Vulncrability Reporte

B. 3Battlce Damage Inflicted on the Enemy

(1) Ships of this Task Elcament inflicted no damage on the enemy
while operating as part of this Task Flement during the peried
covercd by this rceporte

(2) Tor detailed battlc demage inflicted on the cnemy by aircraft
cf the Task Element, sce Naval Lir Warfare Attack Repart. A
swrmary of damage follows,e

T.EGET ESTHOYED DUACED
Machinc Gune 5 6
Towey 1
Railroad Bridge 3
Road Bridge 2 18
Vehicle 1 1
Cormand Post 3

Railroad Cars 5
Oxen 7

Oxcarts 1

Boats g 16
Buitdings 339 . 97
Supply Dumps ' 3
Troops XIA 115

Transformer Station 1 8
Warehouses 10 10
Rail Cuts 3

Road Cuts 13

Bunkers 8 15
Shelters L
Wagons k4
Tunnecls _ i
Gun Positions L 15
HRadiowRadar Station 1

10
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PART V - PERSOMITL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTTES @R gmgg j—’; L
L Perscnmacl o “‘t}f‘."lCé |

(1) Porsonrc™. poriormance was considered exeellent, with the work
of the catapult porsonncl cspecially commendables Since
arriving in Far Bastern arca 2233 catapult launches weXe made
from the H-2 and H-l catapults without incident.

(2) During this period the average enlisted on board count of persone
nel was 102 (exclusive of squadren) which was adequate.

B, Casualties

! (1) Captain Ewart G, DICK, USMCR was injured on 13 July 1952 when
his aircraft stallced and spun into the water on the landing
approach. HNature of injury: Fracture, simple, loft clavicle.
Laceration one inch ok chin. Laccizbicn onc ineh » on forchead.

} (2) Captain Guy A. MACLAURY, USMCR, was burncd to death when the

engine of his FLU quit on take off. The plane crashe-landed
with ordnance and napalm ahoarde

ART VI - SPECIAL COMMENTS

A. Acrology

During this operating period two tropical storms wore conceived in
the Ryulus area. The first, labelled "Freda", moved slowly northe
ward and dissipated over scuthern Kyushu on 15 July., This period
in the Yellow Sea was marked by much instability manifested by
frequent rainshower activity and large camulus build-ups over the
target arca, although gonerally ceilings and vis:.bﬂz.ty remained

within operaltiel Zgnits.

The sccond tropical storm, called "G:llda“ s moved slouly west
northwestward and finnlly cntered the China goast just south of
Shanghai on 19 July. 4 ridge of high pressure moved west across
Korca from thc Sca of Japan causing a zonc of convergence along
the Korcan poninsula. This gave all the aspeets of frontal
woathor causing cancellation of flights due to low cellings and
rain squalls in the target arca. This condition contimed during

weathor variable and generally marginal,
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