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Scope and Content Notes
This collection contains Harris's papers relating to her career as a Navy nurse as well as materials that she collected herself. There are two folders of correspondence, consisting of Harris's orders and official correspondence. She collected clippings about the history of Navy nursing, Navy ships, and five passes from her service. Completing the collection is a scrapbook of clippings from the American journal of Nursing listing new appointments, transfers, discharges, and deaths in the Navy Nurse Corps from 1933 to 1958.

Biographical Note

Harriet Harris's career with the Navy began in 1918 when her name was submitted by the Red Cross for possible service in the Navy's hospitals. Officially appointed a Reserve Nurse in the Navy Nurse Corps on 30 March 1918, Harris was ordered to active duty at the Naval Hospital in Chelsea, Massachusetts. She served in this post for just over two years until she was transferred to Great Lakes Naval Hospital in November 1920.
Harris resigned her appointment in 1921, but was reappointed at her own request only a month later. Following her reappointment, Harris returned to duty in Chelsea. She continued her service as a Reserve Nurse until1932, holding billets in shore hospitals at San Diego, Mare Island, and Pearl Harbor and on board USS Chaumont and USS Relief

In January- 1932, Harris's appointment as a Reserve Nurse was rescinded and she was named a Nurse, USN. She held this designation in the Navy Nurse Corps until being placed on the Retired list on 1 May 1933.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Correspondence 1918-1953

1. Orders and official Navy correspondence, 1918-1924

2. Orders and official Navy correspondence, 1925-1953

Series II: Scrapbook 1933-1958

3. Clippings from the American Journal of Nursing listing new appointments, transfers, discharges, and deaths in the Navy Nurse Corps from 1933 to 1958.

4. Photocopy of the scrapbook described above. Due to the fragile nature of the original, this copy should be used for reference and research whenever possible.

Series III: Miscellaneous Papers 1921-1958, n.d.

5. Newspaper clippings on Navy nurses, the history of Navy nursing, and ships.

6. Passes


a. Theater Pass, Great Lakes, Illinois


b. Commissary Store Permit, Mare Island, California


c. Post Exchange, Fort MacArthur, California


d. General Pass, Puget Sound Navy Yard


e. Uniformed Services Identification and Privilege Card
