m:m ATR TRANSPORT SHHVICE m |

ATR TRANSPORT SQUADRON SIX
VR-6/A7-1/49-3 513th TROOP CARRIER GROUP (SP)

MBJ:sz2 APOC 57, c/o PM, New York, .Y,

Serial: oo | 19 FEB 1849
From: Commanding Officer, Air Transpert Squadron SIX.

To “NThe Chief of Naval Operations (Op-50).

Subject: Historical Report of Air Transport Squadron Six for

period 30 October 1948 to 31 January 1949.°
Reference: (a) Aviation C/L 22-46. B ' /

Enclosure: = {4A) History of Air Transport Squadron Six for period
30 Cetober 1948 {0 31 January 1949.

’

1. . In accordance with reference (a), eﬁclosure (4) is

transmitted herewith,

ce:
ComM ATS



L ey

B-I-8~-T-0~-R~Y

for the
MILITARY ATR TRANSPORT SQUATRON SIX

CHAIN OF COMMAND
USAFE
| CALTF
7497th AIRLIFT TASK FORCE WIRG
613th TROOP CARRIER GROUP

MILITARY AR TRANSPCRT SQUATRCN SIX

from
30 October 1948 to 31 January 1949.

by
1Lieutemant Maurice B. Jackson, U.8. Navy, Publio Information Officer

MILTTARY ATR TRANSPCRT SQUATRON SIX
AFO 57 U.S. EAVY

31 January 1949.



TABLE OF CONIENIS

Page
FORENORD «4eescovnsernasronrensssssscarsonnnsensanes 44
I. ORGANIZATION eaevcccscsasnsossansosscansosncane

A-. Pm mu ‘.....I.-..I........l....'.........

1
1
1
Be PRESENT DATA eeervercnnscsnconscnsaversesces 4
II. STRENGTE REP(RT eeeveescresassssascosssasenacens B
IIT LOSSEE cavoensercovncascnnarosscassnsaarsonasans B
IV. AWARDS AND DECCRATIONS eeveessseessvscacsoncases 5

v. mrm ...‘Q...Q-....'-Q'Q-“.‘I..‘l.’...’..'I. 6



FOREWORD

The primary purpose of this history is to provide &
factual account of the problems met by Military Air
Transport Squadron 8ix, thelr solukions, and the lessens
learned from them. Secondly, it is a sourcse of dooumented
material for historical writers arnd a prime factor for the
analysis of the varied tribulations of a military ocoupation.

Sources have been verified wherever possible and stated

in text of footnotes. Gemerally, these sources have been
official orders, Strength Reports, and personal interviews.

; zur%ce‘ é. %ﬂ‘/

ueatem. T. 8. m‘y’
Squadron Public Information Officer,

Headquarters Military Air Trensport Squadron Six.
31 Jammary 1949.
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I. RGANIZATION
A, PAST DATA

l. Baval Air Transpoert Squadron Six was the original
designation of unit. It was redesigrated Militery
Alir Trensport Squadron Six on 1 July 1948 when
the Thit reported to the Pacific Division of the
Mlitary Alr Preansport Service for duty.

2. Military Air Tramsport Squadron Six was on duty
at Naval Air Station, Agana, Gusm when it rsported
. to MATS.

&. The original personnel in Military Air Transport
Squadron 8ix came from Naval Air Transport Squadrons
8ix and Seven.

4. Resume of movements and mccomplishments from date
of aotivation to present time.

50 Ootober 1948 - Bquedron VR=6 recelved orders

at Naval Air Statiorn, Aganm, Guam to move to Rhein/
Main 8ir Force Base for 180 days Temporary Addi-
tional Duty with Combined Airlift Task Force.

1 November 1948 - The Squadron's first contingent
of Tour airoralt departed Guam for Rhein/Main.

2 November 1348 ~ The Squadron's second contingent
of Tour aircrelt departed Guem for Rhein/Mein.

S & 4 November 1948 = Aircraft assembled at Moffett
Fleld for winterizing.

8 to 1) November 1948 - Squadron's RSD aircraft
deparfed Westover Fileld, Massachusetts for Rhein/
Main vie Argentia, Lagens, and Paris,

10 November 1948 - The first VR=-8 R5D piloted by
Lisutenant Commander Pavid H. Minton arrived at
Rhein/hino .

12 November 1948 - The first VR~-6 R6D, piloted by
plane commanders Lieutenant Joseph L. Norris and
Lieutenant (jg) Wayne L. Brooks, made a round trip
to Tempelhof Alrport, Berlin.

15 November 1948 = Plane rumber 56545, piloted by
sutensnt Commander Stephen Lukacik, USN, over-
ran the rumwey at Tempelhof, crashed, and burmed.
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22 Hovember 1948 - The last of twelve VR~6 RE6Ds
arrived at Rhein/Main., Piloted by Lieutenant V.L.
Brown, the aircreaft had been delayed at Lyon,
France with an engine change. VR=6 wes assigned
to the 1422nd Air Trensport Group. About the lst
of December this Group was redesignated the 513th
Iroop Carrier Group. ‘

11 December 1948 - VR-6 lost its second plane when
) ew into the ground approximetely 15

- mlles from Frankfurt upon returning from Berlin.

Pilots Lieutenant Jeseph L. Norris and Ensign George

H. Blackwood were seriocusly injured and plame oap-

- tain Harry R. Crites, AD3, was killed.

19 December 1948 -~ Lieutenant Ormond C. Fowler,
USK, through & mistake in loading, carried e load
of 26,750 pounds to Berlirn instead of hisz normal
21,000 pound load. Excesslve power was required
to effect takeoff at Rhein/Main, maintain position
on the corridor, and landing st Tempelhof.

22 December 1948 - Squadrone VR-6 and VK-8 held a
. Christmae party for the Steinheim Orphansge near
Frankfurt. Representatives from both sguadrons
delivered a truck of toys and food and were aud-
ience to a Christmas play presented by the 70
children in the orphanage.

24 December 1948 -~ The Bquadron sent its last air-
eralt Lo Burtomwood, Eagland for overhaul. Two-
hundred-hour checks will be made at Rhein/Main
hereafter.

S January 1949 - Commender Cherles J. Emstman, USH,
Tormer Bquedron Executive Officer snd C.0., reported
for duty with Combined Alr Lift Task Foroe staff at
Welsbaden. Commander BEastman came to Germany from
the staff of Pacbiv MATS in Honolulu.

12 January 1949 - Commander Harry P. Badger, BN,
reileved dor Charles €. Howerton, UBN, of
command of Air Transport Sguadron 8ix.

28 Jenuary 1949 ~ Four members of VR~6 were honored
At ceremoniet presided over by Rear Admiral John
Wilkes, Commender, U.8. Naval Poroes, Germany.
Those honored were: Lisutenant Commander Robert

@+ Lowrie, distinguished flying oross; Lieutenant
Comuarnder Elmer F, Williamson, who received eight
stars in liew of his second through ninth air
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.
medals; ADC Hewitt P. LeBlanc, who received the
Air Medal, and ADC Sidney D. Pointer, who received
a letter of commendation writtem by General ILuoius
D. Clay, for his rescue work in saving the life of
Alr Force Captain Armend I. Grenadler in the VR~
orash at Tempelhof, 15 Noveumber.

B. PRESENT DATA

1.

2.

3a

The full name of this organization 1s Military Air
Treansport 8quadron 8ix,

Commander Ha.r‘ry P. Badger, USN, Commanding.
Staffs

&+ Lieutenant Commander Lawrence H. Reagan, USN, Ad~
ministrative Officer,

bs Lieutenant Commender Jemes B. Cannon, Operations
Qf ficer.

o+ Lisutenant Robert G. Wissman, TSN, Personnel Officer.
d. Lieutensnt Russell I. Heag, SC, UBK, Supply Offiocer.

e. Lieutenant (jg) Richard D, Nauman, MC, USH, Medical
- Officer. : '

- £+ Liesutenant William H. Jones, USN, Engimeering

4.

B.

6e

Officer.

Thie Unit is at present stationed at Rhein/min
Air Foroce Base, Frankfurt, Germany.

4

At the present time, this unit is served hy APO
57, U.S. Army. :

Statement of KMiasions

[ r

The miseion of Military Air Transport 8quadron Six
while on duty with Combined Air Lift Task Force is to
establish and meintain the highest possible efficiency
of personnel and equipment to allow a maximum lift of

supplies to the blockaded city of Berlin, Germany.
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II. STRENGTH REPORT 1

$JANUARY : = Authorized Aotual
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1I1 LOSSES BY ACCIDENT R ILLNESS DURING PRRIOD

A+ Harry R. Crites, ADS, USN, was killed when plane No. 56502
orashed at approximately 0001 on 11 December 1948 near Kon-
igstein, Germany. The Airoraft, piloted by Lieutenant

* JeLe Norris, USN, plane Commander and Ensign George He
Blackwood, USN, co-pilot, was making an instrument approsch
to Rhein/Main Airfield when it struck terrain extending
above 1000 feet.

IV AWARDS AND DECORATIONS DURING PERIOD

A. Lieutenant Commander Robert G. Lowrie, USN, Distinguished
Flying Cross, 28 January 1949, awarded by Rear Admiral
John Wilkes, USN, Commander U.S. Naval Forces, Germany.

B. Lieutenant Commander Elmer F. Williamson, USN, eight
stars in 1ieu of his second through ninth Air Medals,
28 January 1949, awarded by Admiral Wilkes.

C. ADC Hewitt P, LeBlano, USN, Air Medal, 28 January 1949,
awarded by Admiral Wilkes. :

D. ADC Sidney D. Pointer, USN, personal letter of commendation -
from General Lucius D. Clay, Commanding Officer, European
Command, 28 Januery 1949, presented by Admiral Wilkes.

V. NARRATIVE OF VR-8 HISTORY FROM 30 OCTOBER 1948 TO 31 JANUARY 1949

On the 30th of October 1948 the Commanding Officer of Wilitary
Air Transport Squadron Six, Commander Charles Ce. Howerton, USN,
received orders from ComMATS, Washington, D.C. to move the Squad-
ron's Alreraft and personnel necessary to operate and maintain
them to Rhein/Main Air Foroce Base, Frankfurt, Germany for approx-
imately 180 days of temporary additional duty with Combined Air
Lift Tesk Force.

T. Squadron Strength Reports for 1 January ©o S1 Jamuary 1545.
-l -
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These orders stated that the squadron was %o effect its
departure as soon as possible necessitating the recall of crews
from Shanghai, Tokyo, and Msnila.

The Squadron's first oontingent of fowr aireraft departed
Guam for Moffett FPleld, California via Kwajalein, Johnston, and
Honolulu on 1 Fovember 1948, Lisutenant Commander Wilmer M.
Thomas piloted 56505, Lisubenant Ormond C. Fowler 56502, Lieut-
enant Murphy Re. Cooper 56524, and Lieutenant Commander Davwid
He lli.nton 50843,

The second group consisted of Lieutenant Commander Harold
Re Thompaon in 656547, Lieutenant Commander Edward K. Roberts in
56637, Lieutenant Commander Elmer F, Williamson in 903389, and
Lleutenant William O, Kuencer in 56492. '

In addition to acquiring four more aireraft at Moffett, the
Squadron received seventeen officers TAD from Squadron VR-8.
The magnificent efforts of the Fleet Logistie Support Wing at
Moffett made possible the speedy eand successful dispatch of the
Squadron's airoraft after winterization and correction of dig-
erepancles, :

From Moffett the Squadron's planes proceeded individually
Yo Naval Adir Station, Jacksonville, Florida via Eelly Field near
San Antonlo. At Jax the planes scquired some special electronics
gear and orews received liberty and winter gear which they hag
been unable to obtain at Guam and Moffett,

, From Jax the route to Rhein/Main took the Squadrons twelve
airoraft and four hundred officers and -men through Westover,
Massachusetts Air Force Base, Argentia, Newfoundland, Lagens
Field in the Azores and because of the bad weathar prevailing at
Rhein/Main, to a variety of spots in Rurope.

VR=6 crews and planes were diverted to ¥arseilles, Viennsa,
Paris, Lyom, Manich, and Lyneham RAF Base in BEngland before they
all reached Rhein/Mein on 22 November. The first VR-6 plane,
plloted by Lisutenant Commander Devid H. Minton, arrived oz 10
November. :

Almost as soon as they arrived crews and airoraft were pressed
into the Vittles Run to Berlin, and the bed weather that plagued
Rhein/Main made VR~ crews glad that they had been required to
make every approach on GCA during their MATS duty.

The Squadron was assigned to the 1422nd Air Transport Group,
but shortly after arrival this was redesignated the 513th Troop
Carrier Group. VR-6 was placed at the extrame wostern end of
the Worth side of the Rhein/Main strip. Perforated steel plating
hard stands became the squadron's parking ramps, and Operations,

Engineering, and Administration wers housed in a quonset hut along-
side the operations area, Supply was given a hut of its own nearby.
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! On the 15th of November plans No. 58545, piloted by Lieut-

enant Commender Stephen Luimolk, USN, overran the runway at
Tempelhof, orashed, and burned. captain Armand I. Gremadier,
USAF, a check pilot on the run, was serlously burmed and Lieut-
eaant William O. Kuencer,acting as co-pilot, received a broken
hand and burns. 7The efforts of plane captain ADC Sydmey D.
Pointer, USN, and Lieutenant Commander lukacik in rescuing Captain
Granadier were greatly responsible for his survival, 1

1 Degember 1948 to 31 Deoember 1948

In the early morning hours of 11 December VR=E lost its
second aircraft. Plane No. 56502 crashed 1 mile south of Konig-
stein near Franifurt. Co-pllot Ensign George H. Blackwood was
at the controls and plane commander Lisutenant Joseph L. Norris,
USN, was flying as co-pilot.

The airoraft was returning from a trip to Berlin when it
struck terrain above 1000' slevation, and slid approximately
1100 along a gradual upslape conteining socattered apple trees.
The trees bashed.in the nose arid ripped off portions of the
wings and horirontal stabilirzers. The plane broke in two just
‘aft of the rear cargo compartment, Fire broke out in the right
wing section. :

Major injuries were suffered by Ensign Blackwood, Lisut-
enant Norris and passenger lst Lieutemant Kenneth Sanger, USAF.
AD3 Harry Re. Crites, plane captain, was killed instantly. Other
passengers, lst Lieutenant Frank J. Heffernan, USAP, and Diamne
D. bay, Army Hostess, were uninjured., Lieutenant Heffernants
rescue efforte did oomsiderable to relie*ro the pnin and suffer-
ing of the injured surrivora. 2

On the 19th of December, I.ieutenant Ormond C. Fuwlor, TSN,
“tried to relieve the food shortage in Berlin all by himself.
When Fowler boarded his RED for a hop to Berlin, he found that
his oargo of flour had not been tied down. The reason, he dis-
oovered, was that the flight olerk had gone for fifty more bags
of flour. Apparently he had found the load short. Fowler
reported that the plane not only took exsessive power for
take~of f and landing, but alsoc to maintain position along the
corridor.

Btrongly suspecting an overload he noted the ocount of bags
a8 they were unloaded at Tempalhof., Ths count revealed that
instead of the normel 21,000 poumd load he had delivered 297
bags of flour to the belsaguered city weighing a total of
26,730 pounds. He had taken nearly three tons more than his
normal load to Berlin., 3

T. USAF aocident report dated 18 November 1943,

2+ TBAF accident report dated 11 December 1948,

de Lieutenant Fowler's report dated 19 Dec. 18548,
L 6 -
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On 22 December Squadrons VR-6 and VR-8 held a Christmas
party for the 7C children in the Steinheim Orphanage near Franke
furt., Representatives from both squadrone delivered a trueck -
load of toys and food and watched a Christmas play presented

by the chlldren in the Orphanage. After the play Lieutenant
Donald Allison, USN, and ADC W. H. Stevens, USN, passed out
toys to each of the chlldren. Bedlam broke loose momentarily
when the ehildren received their toys, for %o wany of them it
was thelr first such Christmas.

ILieutenant Vermon L. Brown, USN, Ensign Louis L. Noell,
USNR, and ADAA Gene D. Arnold, USN, made a bloock to blook round
trlp to Berlin in three hours and fifty-nine minutes on 26
December.,

The last VR-6 planes to go to Burtomwood, England for
overhaul were 56507 on 18 December, 56492 on the 20th, and
50855 on the 24th. Hereaftser all 200 hour checks will be made
at Rhein/Main and all VR-6 phanes will be flown to Moffett
Fileld for heavy maintenance,

1 Jamuary 1945 to 31 January 1949

N Commander Charles J., Pastman, USN, who had been exeoutive
officer and C.0. of the Squadron on Guam, reported for duty with
Combined Air Lift Task Force staff from the staff of PacDivMATS,
on 3 Jamwmry 1949, '

On 4 January 1949 the Squadron sent its first plane to the
states for heavy maintensnce. The lucky orew consisting of
Lieutenant Robert C. Haggerton, Bnsign J. Richard Baton, Ensign
Howard A. Shaw, ALC Leslie J. Gall, AL2 H.J. Brackett, and ADS
Louis Maromnl went as far as Westover, Massachusetts Air Foroce
Base to pleck up our new plane.

Commender Harry P. Badger, USN, relieved Commander Charles
C. Howerton, USN, of command of the Squadron om 12 Januery 1949.
Commander Howerton had beem with the squadron since 1 July 1948
when VR=6 and VR~-7 were merged into ome umnit.

Commender Badger %took over without formal ceremony dus to
the urgency of flight operations. He came tc VR=8 from the ‘
staff of the Commander Battleship-Cruiser Porce, Pacific Fleet
where he was Commander Observation Wing. Previous to that he
was with the Photographic Section of CNO and in the Bureau of
Aeronsutios. During the War he ssw duty with Utility Squadron
One, CincPac Staff, and the Photographic Reconnaissance and
Interpretation Section of the Intelligence Center at Pearl Harbor.

On 28 January four members of VR-6 were honored at specisal
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deremonies presided over by Rear Admiral John Wilkes, Commander
U.S+ Naval Forces, Germany. The ceremonies were held in sero~
zero weather in front of the Rbein/Main terminal building with
special guests and members of Sguadron VR-6 mot on duty present.
The special guests inocluded Captain Noble W. Abrahams, Senior
Naval Linison Officer, EUCOM; Colonel Walter S. lLee, Commander
Rhein/Main Air Forcs Base, Colonel Stanley T. Wray, Commander
7497th &ir Lift Task Force Wing; Commander Harry P. Badger,

C.0. VB~6, and Commender James O, Vosseller, C.0. VR=S.

The men honored included: Lisutenant Commander Robert
G« Lowrie, TSN, who received the Distinguished Flying Cross
“for heroism and extraordinary echievement in aerial flight
during operations against enemy Japanese foroees in the Pacific
War"; Lieutenant Commender Elmer F. Williamson, USHN, who received
eight stars in lieu of his second through ninth Air Medals,
for completing 40 miesions against the Japanese in the Pacific;
and ADC Hewitt P. LeBlanc, USN, received the Air Medal “for
meritorious achievement in aerial flight as en aircrewman of a
patrol plane in Patrol Squadrormr No. 12 during the operations
against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific®. _ '

ADC Sydney D. Pointer, USN, received a special letter
of commendstion from General Lucius D. Clay for his rescue
work in saving the life of Air Force Captain Armend I. Grenm-
edier, a check pilot, following the erash of an airplane in
Berlin on 15 November 1948. The commendation cited Pointer
for "your alertness, presence of mind and prompt action,
although you were seriously burned, injured and suf fering
from shook, and your disregard for your personal safoty were
instrumental in seving the life of Captain Grenadier. I commend
your admirable display of courage, cooperation and teamwork
in helping to rescue & shipmate under such harardous and try=-
ing conditions™, General Clay stated in his letter. Lieut=
snant Commander Stephen F. Lukecik, USN, who was transferred
from VR-6 to VR-44 on 18 January, received & similar letter.

Commander, U.S/ Navy,
Commanding Air Transport Squadron SIX. -
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