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CATCHING ON

With split-second timing, an A-4 Skyhawk, just returning from a mission over North
Vietnam, catches the =1 arresting wire aboard USS Hancock. Above, at right, another
A-4 begins its final approach as the plane guard destroyer steams in carrier's wake.



® COVERS

Cover pholo of two VA-86 A-7's on
a practice bomb run is from VFP-62,
JOC R. D. Moeser shot the A-4 above.
Back cover, by PH1 D. C. Grant is of
LCdr. V. L. Knaus at Naval War Col-
lege, (See the article on pp. 6-8.)
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New VX Squadron Named

Executes Oceanographic Missions

On July 1, the Oceanographic Air
Survey Unit (OASU), Patuxent
River, Md., was redesignated Air De-
velopment Squadron Eight (VX-8).
This change was made in the light of
the fact that the collection of scien-
tific data for the U.S. Oceanographic
Office is closely associated with the
type of missions performed by Navy’s
air development squadrons.

VX-8 is the first Naval Aviation
unit specifically organized to conduct
oceanographic and magnetic survey
flights which provide a uniform

method of coordinating the collection
of scientific data vital to U.S. opera-
tional forces throughout the world,
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The increasing significance of ocean-
ography and the wvariety of instru-
ments available make the scientific
mission of VX-8 an exciting onec.

The squadron has three basic mis-
sions: (1) To conduct oceanographic
and magnetic research survey flights,
a mission which encompasses projects
Birdseye, Magnet and ASWEPS, under
the technical control of the Com-
mander, U.S. Naval Oceanographic
Office, Washington, D.C.; (2) to
provide airborne radio and television
to the Republic of Vietnam; and (3)
to train students in the c-121 type
aircraft.

VX-8 is under the administrative
control of Commander, Fleet Air
Patuxent, and under the operational
control of Commander, Naval Air
Force, Atlantic Fleet.

Maorer, by Rear Adwmiral W. A Hearn, Judge Advocate General, it a ceremony beld August 1
at the U. S, Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md. Adwm. Moorer relieved Adm. David L. McDonald.
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Flatley Awards Announced

Intrepid Designated CVA Winner

The Chief of Naval Operations has
announced the winners of the Fiscal
Year 1967 Admiral Flatley Memorial
Awards for superior performance in
aviation safety: CVA class, Intrepid;
CVS class, Randolph; and LPH class,
Princeton. Other nominees were Ei-
terprise, Hornet and Guam.

CNO pointed our that it was
“gratifying to note that in spite of
continuous heavy commitments and
operating in a combat environment,
there were fewer carrier landing acci-
dents in FY 1967 than in the previous
year,” He congratulated the winners
and commended all hands for “their
substantial contribution to the acci-
dent prevention program.”

LPH Scores High in Awards

Honored by Naval Weather Service

The USS Guam (LPH-9) has been
honored by the Office of Naval
Weather Service Command in its
awards program for calendar 1966,

Guam, named over-all winner in
both surface and air observations
among ships, was also granted awards
for “outstanding contribution” and
“outstanding performance.” An an-
nouncement said it was the first time
a ship or station has won all available
awards in a single year.

Other “outstanding contribution”
awards were granted to the Pacific
Missile Range, Lt. Robert G. Holts,
and jointly to Commander Frederick
G. Olson and LCdr. Neil F. O’Connor,
a NANEews writer and illustrator.

"Outstanding performance” awards
were also presented to the USS Curri-
tuck (AV-7),USS Enterprise (CVAN-
65). USS Lwe [ima (LPH-2), USS
Kearsarge (CVS-33), USS Oviskany
(CVA-34), USS Saratoga (CVA-60).
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BATTLING flRES OM FORRESTAL'S FLIGHT DECK, CREWMEN SPRAY WATER ON AIRCRAFT

FIRE, BLASTS STRIKE FORRESTAL

JET FUEL fire that started as air-

craft were being readied for
launch turned into a holocaust of
flames and explosions on the flight
deck of the USS Forrestal while the
attack carrier was operating in the
Gulf of Tonkin July 29. Before it
was brought under control, the in-
ferno left in its wake a reported 134
crewmen dead, 62 injured and two
missing and presumed dead.

The fire broke out as Forrestal was
entering her fifth day of combat op-
erations off the coast of North Viet-
nam. Strike aircraft—fueled, armed
and manned—were spotted for launch
when flames erupted on the flight deck.

Quickly enveloping the aircraft,
fire spread to the fantail of the ship
and below decks. Heroic crew mem-
bers disarmed and jettisoned bombs
and rockets and pushed burning air-
craft over the side. Assistance to the
stricken carrier was provided by the
carricrs Oriskany and Bon  Homwe
Richard and the destroyers Ruperfus
and Tucker in the form of fire-fight-
ing and medical aid.

The heroism of Forrestal officers
and enlisted men as they battled the
fires for fully 12 hours earned the un-
qualified praise of both Rear Admiral
Harvey P. Lanham, ComCarDiv Two,
who said he saw “more heroic incidents
than | can count,” and Forrestal's

C.0., Captain John K. Beling.
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Despite the crew’s efforts, however,
exploding 750-pound bombs ripped
four holes in the ship’s flight deck
and blasts and fire caused extensive
damage to several critical spaces—
including arresting gear engine rooms
—forcing the carrier to steam for
Subic Bay in the Philippines for dam-
age assessment and partial repairs.

Early estimates of damage climbed
as high as $135 million, but the
greater part of this figure represented
the reported 26 aircraft either destroyed
or jettisoned and an additional 31
planes damaged to some extent.

Rear Admiral Forsyth Massey, Cap-
tain Albert K. Earnest and Captain
Martin Stack were appointed to in-
vestigate the fire aboard the carrier.

s

SMOKE POURS FROM FORRESTAL AS DESTROYER AND HELO MOVE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE

Range Control Center Open
Roosevelt Roads Unit is Dedicated

On July 21, in special ceremonies,
the Central Command and Control
System (CCCS) for the Atlantic Fleet
Weapons Range was dedicated. The
program was opened by Captain C. E.
Healy, Range commander.

According to Captain Healy, “The
new system brings the Atlantic Fleet
Weapons Range out of the generation
of the early 1950’ and into today’s
world of real-time data processing and
information retrieval.”

Integrated into the over-all system
with the Naval Tactical Data System
(NTDS) are three large screen dis-
plays which present real-time selected
range activities in six colors with ap-
propriate annotation. These displays
provide a common frame of reference
for the operators of the NTDS con-
soles and for the evaluation personnel
responsible for exercise command and
control,

A comprehensive microwave system
ties all range sensors and communica-
tions facilities to the Range Opera-
tional Control Center and to each
other.

The new CCCS will provide a replay
of virtually any exercise. This capa-
bility will yield an analysis potential
never before realized and minimize the
requirements for lengthy efforts on
the part of many people to reconstruct
participant/event/ time relationships.

The Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range
Command encompasses training and
exercise areas covering 180,000 square
miles of ocean surface. Under its op-
erational control is VC-8, which offers
a complete range of aerial rargets and
service to the Range.

-

e

e

3



GRAMPAW PETTIBONE

The Hard Way

Preparing for a strafing hop, the
Skybawk pilot noted on a previous
yellow sheet a complaint about an ex-
cessive amount of oxygen being used.
This gripe had been remedied and a
subsequent pilot had reported no fur-
ther problems encountered with the
system. Without further ado, the
A-4 driver manned his aircraft and
was catapulted off at 1748. At this
time, there were multple cloud layers
and thunderstorms in all quadrants,

After takeoff, the Hawk driver pro-
ceeded to the rendezvous overhead at
13,500 feet and set up a port orbit.
Upen being joined by his flight leader,
he passed the lead and they switched
to tower frequency in order to obrain
clearance to strafe the sled. There was
a delay of 40 minutes as the ship
maneuvered and received additional
aircrafe,

At 1820, they were cleared to
strafe, After completing four runs
apiece, they rendezvoused overhead at
5,000 feet. The flight then climbed
to 20,000 feer and searched for some
fighters to practice tactics with, but
found none, For nothing better to do,
the section of a-4's just flew around
dodging thunderstorms waiting for
marshal time.

At 1900, they checked in and were
told to marshal on the 130% radial,
39 miles, 29,000 feet. They were
given an expected approach clearance
(EAC) of 1930. A short time later
revised instructions to hold overhead
at 24,000 were issued, but the flight
was unable to comply because of thun-
derstorms and informed the ship they
would have to follow their previous
instructions.

The flight held section integrity un-
til 1928 when the flight leader broke
away to commence his approach. At
1930, he started down. his wingman
was to ]‘U”U“' one "lil'.l.ul.t.’ ].l[L‘r, TIIL'
leader was informed at this time that
his EAC had been changed to 1935
and that he should immediately swicch
to another frequency.
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Since they were no longer a flight,
the wingman remained on the ori-
ginally assigned frequency, assuming
that the frequency change was meant
only for the flight leader. At 1936,
the wingman called commencing and
was told “in a very harsh manner” to
switch to another frequency.

The approach, “other than being
180 degrees out of phase with the
other aircraft,” was normal to 154
miles. Then the wingman began to arc
around to the final inbound bearing,
After commencing the arc, the Hawk
pilot noted that the LOX was down
to one-half liter, so he shut iv off and
loosened his mask.

He leveled off at 1,000 feet and,
upon reaching 10 miles, slowed to ap-
proach speed and conformed to in-
structions issued by the ship. There
were a few heading changes prior to

starting the descent to 600 feet at
four miles. He called the meatball
at 1Y% miles with 2,600 pounds and
came back on the power in order to
start down. The ship appeared to be
in a port list. Working for line-up, he
dipped the starboard wing, added
power to correct and subsequently
went high, requiring another power
reduction. Paddles heard a rapid de-
celeration of the engine and called for
power. The driver recognized the ab-
normal sink rate also and added full
power as well as retracting the speed
brakes. Just as the engine started to
respond to the added power, the air-
craft struck the ramp on centerline.
Upon impact, the tailhook, landing
gear and drop tanks sheared off and
the plane burst into flames. The pilot
pulled the secondary ejection handle
as the aircraft started to cartwheel,
but the seat did not fire. The canopy
jettisoned, however. The aircraft, de-
celerated somewhat by protrusions on
its bottom surface, and partially ar-
rested by the wires, came to rest on
its left side (the port wing sheared
off during the cartwheel), 20 feet
from the edge of the angled deck and
five feet from the port catwalk. The
driver pulled the harness release, liter-
ally fell out of the cockpit and got
clear of the flaming wreck with minor
injuries. The wreckage was subse-
quently jettisioned—a complete loss.

ILLUSTRATED BY Zalim~



Grampaw Pettibone says:

A Oh, my achin® back! What
a way 1o culminate an accumulation
of “sorry about that’s.” There is no
doubt in ole Gramp’s mind that this
voungster would’a been better off in
bed this particular day. This mishap
could’ve been avoided if the people
involved (pilot and LSO') hadn’t ac-
cepted a sloppy performance on the
glide slope. As things turned out, this
young man was lucky to survive the
ramp strike and doubly lucky he didn’t
yank that secondary handle all the way,
Chances are he would’a ricocheted off
the deek like a rubber ball,

No Sweat

During the takeoff roll, at 120
knots, the neophyte pilot, on his ini-
tial Phantom phamiliarization flight,
smartly pulled the stick aft. The r-4
over-rotated and stalled at an airspeed
of 135 knots, with at least 20 degrees
nose up and commenced several wing
rock cycles.

There was no response to the In-
structor Pilot’s frantic calls for “atn-
tude.”  Being in extremis at abourt
ten feer above the ground, the in-
structor elected to abandon the rear
cockpit. The and chute per-
formed flawlessly and deposited the
disgruntled instructor on the runway
intersection,

The fledging pilor, net too dis-
turbed over the turn of events, found
himself in the enviable position of
stable flight again, continued on and
landed uneventfully—and nonchalant-
ly—just one hour later.

seat

Editor’s Nate: Pettibone
simply refused 1o make a comment,

Grampaw

Dire Straits

At 2130 on a dark night, the Cru-
sader jockey took off from his Marine
air station on a scheduled night radar
homing mission. After an instrument
climbout to wvisual flight conditions
on top, he had some difficulty with
radio communications but solved this
problem by resetting the affecred chan-
nl‘.l‘:.

After completing the mission, he
turned for homeplate, contacted ap-
proach control and requested a radar-
controlled letdown to GCA. Positive
radar control was established ten miles
out and the driver was vectored to an
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inbound heading and cleared to descend
to and maintain 4,500 feet.

As the Crusader pilot selected speed
brakes for descent, the generator failed.
Using his flashlight, he leveled off and
reset the main generator. Sull no
electrical power. He then turned the
main generator off, extended the ex-
ternal power package and waited five
seconds for it to come up to speed.
This too failed to restore electrical
power and he switched to the land
position which furnished power rto
equipment operating off the emergency
bus. All attempts to regain the pri-
mary generator failed,

The unfortunate lad saw two air-
craft on climbout and attempted to
join them but was outdistanced. He
reversed course and attempted to re-
main in the vicinity of his home field,
but the cloud cover made it impossible
to determine his position without Nav-
Aids. The plagued driver then took
off his helmer and attempted to use
his survival radio. He made contact
with one station, but communications
were difficult and impossible to under-
stand. The pilot joined a transiting
c-123 bur all attempts to contace it

with emergency radio and flashlight
met with failure.

At about 23553, the Crusader flamed
aut. The ill-fated driver replaced his
helmer and mask, positioned himself
in the seat, trimmed the bird in a
slightly nose-down attitude and pulled
the curtain.

The seat and chute functioned per-
fectly and the pilot, not knowing
whether he was over land or water,
did not release his left rocker jer fitr-
ting. As things happened, he landed
in water, disconnected himself from
the chute, inflated the raft and climbed
aboard without difficulty. Once in the
raft, he activated his survival radio
and strobe light, which were instru-
mental in his retrieval one hour later,

Grampaw Pettibons says:
P 3

Well done, son.  You did just
about everything you could, bm I'll
be gosh darned if vou weren’t a vie-
tim of circumstances, Of course, ole
Gramps ain’t overjoyed 1o see an F-8
lost, but it does my old ticker good 1o
see a feller use good common sense
right up to the bitter end.



A FIGHTER
PILOT
GOES T0
COLLEGE

Photographs by PH1 D. C. Grant

“?H:\'l HAPPENS when a Naval

Aviator accustomed to years
of squadron living is thrust into the
academic whirl ar the Naval War
College?

He gers "broadened.” That, in a
capsule, is the post-term comment of a
recent aviator-student at the New-
port, R.L,, naval institution.

Qur Naval Aviator is LCdr, Vincent
Leo Knaus, USN, a 34-year-old pilot
who completed the ten-month Naval
Command and Staff course last sum-
mer and then was assigned to VF-121
for further operational flying.

According to Knaus, his mid-career
schooling at Newport was broadening
N many ways.

“The course prepared me for staff
functions of the future and 1 gained
insight into economic and political
factors affecting America and the
world, as*well as insight into opera-
tional and military matters affecting
the Navy,” Knaus told Naval Avia-
tion News.

As a member of a class of 200 stu-
dents, including 40-plus Air Force,
Army, Marine Corps and Coast Guard
members, Knaus was exposed to classes
in (a) international affairs, (b) mili-
tary management and economics, (¢)
fundamentals of strategy, (d) the
military planning process, (e) current
and future weapons, including doc-
trine and tactics, (f) basic logistics,
(g) military and civilian staff organi-
zation and procedures, and (h) funda-
mentals of combined operations.

All these subjects were woven into
three major studies conducted by stu-
dents. The studies were in “Funda-
mentals of Strategy,” "Naval Opera-
tional Planning,” and a “Planning
Exercise Study” which provided a

6
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ready means of applying Knaus' previ-
ously acquired skills and knowledge.

For Knaus the term added up to
an enjoyable but rewarding pause be-
tween squadron assignments. He had
spent ten consecutive vears with
fighter squadrons (starting in 1956
with VF-61, two tours with VF-101,
and one with VF-31) prior to receiv-
ing his assignment to Newport.

For a man who had spent all of his
career in the pursuit of operational
flying excellence inside the Navy,
Knaus was especially appreciative of
his Naval War College associations
with members of ather military de-
partments. The multi-service student
enrollment gave him an appreciation
of the unique problems in cach of the
other services. "The school gets away
from the parochial aspect of military
schooling,” he said.

Vice Admiral John T.

Hayward,

g
e

LCDR. KNAUS PAUSES IN FRONT OF HISTORIC NAVAL WAR COLLEGE AT NEWPORT, R.L

President of the LL.S. Naval War Col-
lege, emphasizes the point that there
are no “preconceived answers or school
solutions” to problems presented to
students.

“But there is valid need for each of
us to gain a greater understanding and
awareness of our country’s problems
and consider possible courses of ac-
tion,” Admiral Hayward said.

The college has three major schools
for resident students and presents
other academic pursuits for naval offi-
cers, both acrive and reserve.

In addition to the Naval Command
and Staff School which Knaus at-
tended, the college has a School of
Naval Warfare, also a ten-month
course designed for ofhcers in the
grades of captain and commander,
The 1966-67 naval warfare course was
attended by 106 Navy officers and
56 Army, Air Force, Marine Corps,
Coast Guard and civilian students.

A third school at Newport is the
Naval Command Course atrended each
vear by 30 captains and commanders
selected from Free World navies. This
course, too, covers an academic year
ten months long.

In addition to the resident courses,
Naval War College provides corres-
pondence courses to  approximately
1,000 students during the year. Naval
Reserve  officers  attend  two-week
courses at Newport and Naval War

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS
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IN MAHAN Lilsrary, LCdr. Kuans does veseaveh for appropriate infor- LECTURE holds the uttention of Naval Aviator Kmaws.  Prominent speakers

mation in preparation for a lectnre le b s heduled to give bis class, frequently  appear before Naval War College elusses to give talks,

College  materials  are  presented
throughout the year at selected Naval
Reserve Officers’ Schools.

Each vear the college hosts more
than 100 civilian leaders in Global
Strategy Discussions (GSD). Others
at the week-long mecting are all stu-
dents at the college and Naval Reserve
officers attending the Senior Nava
Reserve Officers’ Course. With a pro-
gram spiced with governmental leaders
as kevnote speakers, the GSD brings - - .
'L()gt'LhL’r a cross section of l1‘|i1i[.‘ll'}' AFTER exlenmsive prepavation, student is well CUP OF voffee provides a chance for infor-

and pl‘i)lﬂil‘ll.‘l"ll civilians to attempt to prepared  to defend  his theavies Befare  eluss wetl disenssion betweess Kpans gwd  elassmales,

arrive at an LII]LfL‘]‘bL!Ih‘_‘Eing of [H'l.'ll‘!il:l'l‘i\ ay  LCdr. Knaws {af rostrum)  does  here. LCdr, B, Po Hanson and Cidr. W, E. Wilider.

confronting the U.S, in attaiming our
national objectives.

Although the courses at the college
are restrictive in the sense that they are
programmed entirely to the art of war-
fare and diplomacy, students find the
opportunities for study are varied.
Libraries provide ample historical re-
search facilities for all courses. Stu-
dents hear and quiz leaders from gov-
ernmental, academic and military
agencies. Seminars, consultations, re-
search group projects and oral presen-
tations by and for students are a part
of the curriculum.

The college was founded in 1884
with Commodore Stephen B. Luce as
its first president. In petitioning the
Secretary of the Navy for an advanced
school, Commodore Luce said he
wanted to teach the subject of war
"as thoroughly as it can be taught
outside the stern school of the battle-
ﬁctd_"

The principal aim of the school,
originally conceived as a senior officers’ ] : 3 . i R
advanced course, was described }J\ NAVAL WAR Caollege President, Vice Admiral Hayward, left, escorts former Secretury of Nay
Commodore Luce: "It is sunp]y o Paul Nitze awd new Chief af Naval Operations, Adm. Thomas Moorer, ta Global Strategy talks,
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KNAUS and athers discuss pro's and con's of

the C-5A airlift logistie  support  theory.
invite officers to meet together . . .
and enable each one according to his
own inclination to prepare himself for
the highest and most responsible duties
that can evolve upon a Naval officer.”

One of Luce’s staff members in the
original college faculty was Captain
Alfred Thayer Mahan, the naval his-
torian whose theories are often quoted
today. Mahan followed Luce as the
second president of the college and
wrote many of his works during his
two tours at Newport.

An early innovation of the college
was the “case method” of teaching.
One of the major contributions of the
college has been the development of
War Games, the use of sample prob-
lems of warfare to test the wisdom
of military decisions and operational

plans,

The first War Game was conducted
in 1894, Today students utilize the
Navy Electronic Warfare Simulator
(NEWS) to provide opportunities for
the exercise of command decisions in
the exccution of plans, The NEWS'

electronic equipment can lay out
simulations of any section of the
world varying in area from 40x40

/I'EH:PU“P MQ

FIGHTER pilat checks Notices to Airmen at
NAS Quonset Point prior to proficiency flight.

8

miles up to 4,000 miles square. NEWS
provides a means for simulating bartle

conditions that are realistic with a
scope and complexity never before
possible.

Faculty members have always been
both military and civilian. The mili-
tary faculty is selected to insure a
balance of experience in all appropriate
military areas. Civilians occupying
“chairs” in Maritime Strategy, Inter-
national Relations and Naval Science
are permanent members of the staff,

providing continuity to the cur-
ricula, For further balance, other
civilian teachers are installed for a

year at a time as professors in Social
and Political Philosophy, Maritime
History, Economics, International Law
and Military Management.

A senior foreign service officer of
the State Department is on the staff
of the college president, advising in
foreign policy and international re-
lations. Army and Air Force colonels
with distinguished records also are ad-
visors to the President.

T\\'nu- prominent leaders in sci-
ence, education, commerce, indus-
try and the military were established
last vear as a Committee of Advisors
to the President, to assure that school
curricula and policies are examined
periodically by persons outside the
Navy.

Admiral Hayward summed up the
Naval War College in this way:

“Naval power . . . functions beyond
frontiers, moving at will, unimpeded
by any sovercignty save its own. In

consequence, students at the Naval

War College examine the application
of naval power on the world stage,
where its dramas are cnacted. Princi-

DURING HIS fen months at Newport, LCdr. Knaus flew a T-1A trainer aircraft

MRS. JEANNE Knans cheers ber busband during
sived bowling match with NWC studenis.

ples as ancient as the sea must be
brought into application by practices
as modern as the blueprints of tomor-
row. The tasks of the college are
therefore exacting ones, as well for
those who teach as for those who are
taught.”

As LCdr. Knaus, our Naval Aviator,
left Newport this summer for his
new assignment, he surely took with
him much newly acquired knowledge.
One of the bits of knowledge was con-
tributed by a member of the Nawval
War College class of 1922-23, Chester
W. Nimitz, who became a Fleet Ad-
miral in WW II. In 1965 Admiral
Nimitz wrote to the president of the
college to offer praise for the straregy
and tactics course,

“The courses were so lhm'nugh.“
Nimitz wrote, "that after the start
of World War Il nothing that hap-
pened in the Pacific was strange or
unexpected.”

LCdr. Knaus would not presume to
offer an endorsement similar to that
given by Admiral Nimitz. But he is
certainly better prepared for the "un-
expected” that may come in the re-
mainder of his naval career.

to stay tharp.

At NAS Quonset Point, be and pis fellow Naval Aviators regularly maintained flying efficiency.

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS



Midshipmen See Activities
At Air Stations and with the Fleets

During the past two months, more
than 700 U.S. Naval Academy mid-
shipmen saw firsthand the operational
air facilities at Jacksonville.

Operating in three groups of about
270 each, the midshipmen first went
through preflicht lectures and indoc-
trination at and then, in
three to five-day training periods,
were hosted at Jacksonville, beginning
June 27, July 25 and August 16.

Each group underwent indoctrina-
tion in fighter and light attack phases
at NAS Ceci. Figrp, and in recon-
naissance, attack, aerial photography
and ASW patrol out of Jacksonville.

Those who voiced a definite plan
to take postgraduate flight training at

Pensacola

3 il #’ i
THIS CORSAIR wits one of several I'4

Fremch Navy in 19530

the F-X Crusaders.

uncrated the veturned fighter, assembled it and wude it veady for flight,

AT NAS Patuxent River, Md,, LCdr. Gerald
L. Atkinson receives the Quistaniling Student

Plague from Robert D. President
af the Patuxent River Council of the Navy
Leagne, as Mrs. Atkinson looks on. Presen-
tation was part of graduation céremonies for
members of the Test Pilot School's Class 46.

Lancaster,
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U-7s wbich were supplied to the
It wwas veturned to the United States when the
Fremch Corsairs were withdrawn from sevvice prior fo introduction of
I'he Marines fraom Headquarters Squadron, FMFLant,

Pensacola, a majority of the middies,
were given an indoctrination flight.

The training at Jax was part of the
summer practical training program for
about 7,800 midshipmen from the
academy and from 53 NROTC col-
leges and universities.

Ships of the U.S. First, Second, Sixth
and Seventh Fleets provided at-sea
training for 2,440 first-class and 2,700
third-class midshipmen. Of these, §7
midshipmen trained in Polaris sub-
marinés on two-month patrols. Par-
ticipating in a foreign exchange pro-
gram with 18 different nations were
§5 first-class midshipmen. An addi-
tional 250 NROTC Marine-oriented
midshipmen received six weeks feld
training at Quantico, Va.

Summer training for 1,410 NROTC
second-class midshipmen consisted of

&

the Fall
mained fn the Fleet
'e'jauh'Jl’_} the  first

modiel of

per Dogr, dn ity

the main gate of NAF
The base was closed in

A PADLOCK chains
Litchfield Park, Aviz.
June after serving some 23 years as a siorage
depot for Navy aircraft. Left to right are
LCidr, PS5, Olmstead, Caplain C. M. Roberi-
son, C.O.,, ABCM C. F. Schwartz and .
Bonds. Mr. Bonds beads the caretaker force.

then donated it to the
was delivered o the Navy in
through
American

WW Il version condd

three weeks of aviation orientation at
NAS Corrus Caristi, Tex., and three
weeks of amphibious training at cither
the Naval Amphibious Base, Little
Creek, Va., or Coronado, Calif. While
at Little Creek or Coronado, all
NROTC second-class midshipmen re-
ceived a two-day submarine orientation.

Skyhawk Models Presented

On Display at Aviation Museum

The U.S. Naval Aviation Museum
at NAS Pensacora, Fla., recently re-
ceived scale madels of two Skybawks
—an A-4E and a Ta-4F. Mr. Angus

Jacks, manager of Navy Programs and
Military Marketing for Douglas Air-
craft, presented the models to Com-
mander William R. Davenport, USN
(Ret.), assistant curator,

The first production
1842,
Vaught aircraft,
exceed 400

bomd load.

Canadtan Air Museum.
Corsairs re-
1955, The Chuance
_:i‘qa':r. T N;J e to

ioome-tan

]
it

carey

PRATT & WHITNEY's [TFl6

ex perimental
lift/cruise turbofan engine is one of com-=
peting vectored thrust/cruise engine designs
for the proposed U.S.-West German V/STOL

fighter aircraft. Approximately balf the size
aof PEW's 10,000-pound thrusté TFIOP-6 used
in the A-7A, it produces comparable thrust.
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LT. LARRY WOODBURY BOMBS MAJOR VC TROOP CONCENTRATION NORTHWEST OF SAIGON

TWENTY YEARS OF FLYING THE SKYRAIDER

HE 23-YEAR-OLD pilot, single gold

bars on his collar, was deep in
thought. "You know,” he said as he
surveyed the a-1s on display in the
hangar, "1 was two years old when the
first Spad came off the assembly line
. .. and they’re still around.”

The a-1s are indeed still around and,
to punctuate the fact, Arrack Squad-
ron 25, home-based at NAS LEMOORE,
marked its 20th consecutive year of
flying the Shyraider. Now deployed
on Yankee Station in Vietnam with
Air Wing 15 aboard the Coral Sea,
VA-25 celebrated, before its depar-
ture, the anniversary at the California
air station. On hand for the cere-
monies were a host of guests and dig-
nitaries, including more than one en-
sign recently assigned to VA-25.

The Douglas Aircraft Company,
represented by Mr. Nathan A. Car-
hart, Vice President, Advanced Sys-
tems and Technology, Aircraft Divi-
sion, and other officials, presented

10

By LCdr. Rosario Rausa
Attack Squadron 25

VA-25 skipper, Commander J. D.
Burden, with a plaque commemorating
the event. The plaque cited highlights
in VA-25"s long tour with the artack
bomber: receipt of the first Skyraider
in September 1947; first deployment
with the aircraft aboard Coral Sea in
1948; three combat tours in Korea
from 1950 to 1952; downing of a
North Vietnamese mic-17 by squad-
ron pilots on June 20, 1965; and two
combat tours in Vietnam from April
1965 to February 1967.

In an address to the squadron and
guests, Rear Admiral Fred E. Bakutis,
Commander Fleet  Air  Alameda,
praised a-1"s parucipation in the Viet-
nam hostilities. “There’s been nothing
quite like a flight of Skyraiders over-
head to boost the morale of ground
troops and no more welcome sight to
downed aviators trying to escape.”

A-1 FLIES THROUGH VIETNAM BOMB BURST

"“A goodly number of today’s men
in the Navy,” he went on, “weren’t
even born when the Skyraider was op-
erating.” Admiral Bakutis recalled the
A-1's first combat operation. “A flight
of 16 Skyraiders from VA-55 attacked
an airfield at Pyongyang in North
Korea as the first US. air action in
Korea as well as the first carrier strike
of the conflict.” The Admiral noted
that one of the guests present was
Commander Bill West, a-1/a-7 train-
ing officer on the ComFAir Alameda
staff, the third division leader on that
Pyongyang air field strike.

Also present were Mr. Ed Heine-
mann and Mr. Leo Devlin, key figures
in the birth and development of the
Skyraider. Mr. Carhart briefly traced
the history of the aircraft from the
latter days of WW Il to the present.
He pointed out that, through the
years, the plane has been known as the
Dauntless 11, the Br2p-1, the Ap, the
Able Dog, the Spad and the a-1.
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VA-25'S A-1'S IN SECTION BREAK DURING

“In 1944,” he said, "the US. Navy
sought a new attack aircraft to suc-
ceed sep—the Dauntless. Heinemann,
chief engineer of the old Douglas El
Segundo Division—the Navy Division
—did not relish the prospect of Doug-
las relegated to subcontract work, es-
pecially after the glorious ssp days.
When he asked permission to prepare a
new Douglas design, he was told that
he was too late, unless he was able to
submit preliminary designs immedi-
ately . . . . Heinemann, his chief de-
signer, Leo Devlin, and his acrodynam-
icist, Gene Root (he now heads
Lockheed’s Missiles and Space Com-
pany), holed up in a Washington hotel
room and went to work.

“Heinemann, Devlin and Root

worked through the night and the
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TRAINING AT FALLON

CARHART OF DOUGLS RECALLS FIRST AD'S

2

T e

next morning presented the Navy a
complete ser of preliminary skerches,
The Navy people were very taken
with what they saw and agreed that
Douglas could join the comperition,
but with the understanding that the
Santa Monica company must catch up
with the rime schedule already laid
down for the other two competitors.”

Mr. Carhart continued, "There were
other considerations but, basically, the
competition was to find a Dawuntless
successor which would provide more
lift with less weight. To offset the
advantages the other two companies
had gained by an earlier start, Douglas
poured it on and on March 19, 1945,
what was then called the Dauntless I
was first flown. The flights were so
impressive  that two months later

RADM. BAKUTIS SPEAKS: AT Ri

GHT, COM

L - . sl fi = :
A SKYRAIDER OF EARLY 1950'S WITH THE LOAD IT THEN CARRIED

Douglas received an order for 548 air-
planes. The end of hostilities reduced
the size of the initial order but not
the potential of the aircraft, which
abour a vear later would be renamed
the Skyraider, an-1.”

In concluding Mr. Carhart said,
“Before the last Skyraider was de-
livered in 1957—ten years ago—
Douglas produced 3,180 in seven
versions and 28 sub-versions.”

An epitaph for the Skyraider is a
long time coming. While the Navy
continues to fly them, so does the U.S.
Air Force which in recent years has
employed them extensively in Viet-
nam. In any case, when the last Sky-
raider makes its final flight, it will
have left behind a rich heritage in the
history of war and aviation.

11



Early in WW 11, hundreds of enlisted Navy men were designated Naval Aviation Pilots (NAP’s). Today,
some 25 years later, only 34 of their kind remain. Soon, there may be none left. This is their story.

AN ENLISTED MAN AT THE CONTROLS

This Hardy Breed Gives Ground Reluctantly

—

By JOC John D. Burlage

I N 1949 a 17-year-old law, requiring
that a certain percentage of the
Navy's pilots be enlisted men, was re-
pealed. When the law was changed,
the knell was sounded for a group of
“whitehats” rthat had been flying
Navy aircraft for some 30 years,

That was 18 vyears ago. Today,
there are 34 senior enlisted men still
qualified—and authorized—to take the
controls of a variety of aircraft.

But their days are numbered.

They are the last of a hardy breed of
enlisted men that reached a peak early
in WW 1I, when 1,035 of them were
qualified as pilots in the Navy. Marine
Corps and Coast Guard. They are on
the tail end of a rich, if somewhat
rocky, heritage that began even be-
fore the first World War,

When the last of them
probably in the early 1970, the desig-
nation they bear will go the way of
the biplanes many of them flew. Only
a policy reversal could save their kind;
it’s not likely to be made,

Reasons for the Navy's decision to
terminate its enlisted pilot program are
many and varied, but one thing is
certain: The decision was not an
abrupt one. Rather, it developed out
of experience and the recommendations
of a series of special boards convened
over the vears to study the program.

retires,

There is another certainty where
discontinuance of the program
concerned: There was never any doubt
that enlisted’s could fly airplanes.

Acrtually, a great many whitehats
became excellent pilots who could
handle a variety of aircraft types
efficiently.

However, education—or, rather, a
lack of it—was alwavs a thorn in the
side of the enlisted pilot program. It
affected both the success of men in
training and their abilities to assume
greater responsibilities when they joined
the Fleet. An effective training pro-
gram quite possibly could have eased

was
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this problem, but the point that the
fault could have been in training
seems not to have received the con-
sideration it deserved.

The basic difficulty encountered in
the utilization of enlisted’s as pilots
might be chalked up to the nature of
the officer-enlisted relationship vital to
an effective military organization,

Unlike career officers, who are ex-
pected to move into command posi-
tions as aviators and who eventually
quit flying to become senior com-
manders exclusively, enlisted’s who be-
came Navy pilots could never advance
into top-rank assignments. So, in
terms of growth and potential, the
pay-off realized from the enlisted pilot
program suffered by comparison.

Time was also a contributor to the
difficulties of having enlisted’s as avia-
tors. The ability of a pilot to handle
increasingly complex aircraft dete-
riorates as the vears pile up. Sooner or
later, less rigorous jobs must be found
for him. If he is an enlisted man,
these kinds of assignments can be

NAP FLOYD BENNETT MADE HISTORY WHEN HE FLEW WITH ADM. BYRD OVER NORTH POLE

terrifically hard for him to come by.

Whatever the reasons, ofhcials con-
cluded that the chances of maintain-
ing a high caliber of whitehats at the
throttles of Navy aircraft were slim
indeed. They moved to have the pro-
gram dropped, and they succeeded in
their efforts.

Cancellation of the enlisted pilot
program had no effect on the men in
the field at the time. They remained
in the service—in flying billets as long
as their health and qualifications per-
mitted—until they either retired or
left the Navy for other reasons.

T}-u Navar AviatioNn Pilot (NAP)
rating was not given legal defini-
tion until 1926, in the same law that
also defined the term Naval Awviator,
but by then some enlisted men were
already experienced, practicing pilots,

The idea of having sailors in airplane
cockpits came early in the scheme of
things—as early as January 1, 1916,
for that matter, when the first group
of them began receiving formal in-
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struction at the fledgling Naval Avia-
tion training center at Pensacola, Fla.

Bur although these enlisted’s were
sent through aviation training. there
was no thought at the time of giving
them any kind of enlisted pilot desig-
nation. Even so, they and the mem-
bers of a second class who entered
pilot training in June 1917 are con-
sidered the predecessors of the NAP's
who were to follow.

Included in the first class were P. J.
Dunlevy, F. Grompe, A. A. Bressman,
L. A. Walty, A. Haynes, A. P. Bauer,
A. E. Dietrich, J. Makolin and W. L.
McCaughtry. The last two men were
Marines.

A guiding force in gerting the
training for these men approved was
Captain (later Rear Admiral) Mark
L. Bristol, then director of Naval
Aviation, who had this to say of them
in a2 memorandum to the Secretary of
the Navy:

“"On the first of January, 1916,
a class of ten enlisted men was formed
and placed under instruction in fly-
ing. These men were selected from
the Bluejackets and Marines already
on dutv at [Pensacola] or on board the
[armored ‘cruiser] North Carolina.
They are making excellent progress.”

One of the men in this class,
Dietrich, was mentioned in later papers
now held by the Aviation History
Unit, DCNO(Air)—unfortunarely,
in the form of an obituary published
in a weekly aviation newslerter
(NANEws" predecessor) a few days
after he was killed in the crash of his
Douglas torpedo plane.

Calling Boatswain Dietrich “one of
the most experienced pilots in Naval
Aviation,” the newsletter said his
plane cracked up as he was landing
on the Anacostia River near the naval
air station in the District of Columbia
March 3, 1924,

Born in Rochester, N.Y., Dietrich
was 19 when he enlisted in the Navy
at Grand Rapids, Mich, He was as-
signed to Pensacola when the station
was organized before WW I, and wasa
boatswain’s mate first class when he
graduated from the first enlisted avia-
tor course at the station.

Dictrich was commissioned an en-
sign June 1, 1918, and was promoted
to licutenant junior grade before he
received his permanent warrant ap-
pointment as boatswain. Before he
was assigned to Anacostia, he served
aboard the naval air stations at Hali-
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fax, Nova Scotia, and Rockaway, L. .,
and with squadrons operating in the
Atlantic Fleet. He was 34 vears old
when he was killed.

The second group of enlisted’s to
start training at the center included
Augustus A, Bressman, Walter D.
Bonner, Thomas H. Murphy, James
Salsman, Giochino Varini, Clarence A.
Hawkins, Guy A. Walker, Oliver P.
Kilmer, Peter Talbot and Guy Me-
Laughlin.

Before this group began receiving
instruction, Captain  Bristol recom-
mended to SecNav that groups of
ten whitehats be trained every three
months. But Bristol's reassignment
and the réquirements imposed on the
center by WW I caused a hiatus in
activity aimed at turning enlisted’s
into  pilots  without making them
officers in the process.

As it was, all the members of the
second class were commissioned and
designated Naval Aviators Ocrober 2,
1917, and some of those in the first
class also became officers.

It was also in 1917 that another
facet of pre-NAP efforts to train en-
listed’s as pilots was recorded. The
First Aeronautic Detachment, com-
posed of seven officers and 122 white-
hats, was sent to France for an edu-
cation in aviation.

There was no intention of designat-
ing these men as enlisted pilots. The
fact that some of those who graduated
from the training flew combat missions
in WW I as enlisted’s can be attribured
more to poor paperwork processing
than anything else. By the time the
war ended, most of those in this
group who had received pilot training

(some were sent for instruction in
mechanical work) had become othcer
Naval Aviators.

Tul-: REAL groundwork for a con-
tinuing program to train enlisted
pilots was not laid until 1919. In
October, the Bureau of Navigation
issued a letrer that read, in part:

“In the future, it will be the policy
of the Bureau to select a certain num-
ber of warrant officers and enlisted
men for flight training and duty as
pilots of large heavier-than-air craft
and directional pilots of dirigibles.”

Qualifications for the training were
established: A man must be a chief
warrant officer, warrant officer, chief
petty officer or first class petty officer
with a record clear of offenses and pos-
sess a high moral character. He must
be under 30 and pass a physical.
There were to be no waivers granted.

A second BuNav letter, dated No-
vember 25, 1919, further clarified the
status of those to graduate from the
NAP program. In it, BuNav decreed
that, after they completed their train-
ing, “enlisted men [are] to be detailed
to duty involving flving.”

BuNav also pointed out that a lack
of legal provisions would result in the
designation of warrants who completed
training as NAP's—even though they
were labeled “student Naval Avia-
tors,”” the same designation given com-
missioned officers at Pensacola. Enlisved
men were called “student airmen” to
keep outsiders from confusing them
with officers.

On December 10, 1919, the Daidly
Aviation News Bulletin included chis
statement: A class of 25 enlisted

THESE ENLISTED'S WERE AMONG THE SECOND GROUP OF POTENTIAL NAP'S AT PENSACOLA

13




/"_‘fa/f o« 0 "‘"‘/
/f/

i £h ff # 4 .1’

1*1in

Y ."',-\'I No

L rtiticate

& My

1"1;1“1rthJG.L1"/f '(«{{ /*/

outisea 2 0, o/( 47 f/ 3

../mw“ 2l

>_ #,

[ R N L b Y

QUALIFIED AS AN NAP IN

men has been ordered to Pensacola,
Fla., to take the course preliminary to
appointment as  Naval  Aviation
Pilots.””

And on January 22, 1920, the grad-
uates of that course became the first
men to be designated NAP's,

Altogether, almost 35 NAP's be-
came a part of Naval Avation in
1920, including:

Harold H. Karr, Robert E. Lee, E.
Nirmaier, Francis E. Lovejoy, W. L.
Seiler, Clarence Woods, C. G. Alexan-
der, F. C. Barb, Flovd Bennert, P. J.
Byrne, W. L. Carleton, O, M. Darling,
C. 1. Elliotr, L. C. Fisher, K. D. Frank-
lin, P, E. Graham, H. A. Griesy, H. L.
Hoobler, C. H. Insley, C. 1, Keisler.

Also A. E. LaPorte, R. B. Lawrence,
0. J. O'Cunnur, E. E. Orm-»bu. A. K.
Pererson, E. S. Rhoads, H. A. Rossier,
IR 7 Stmsun. L. €. SU”I\JIT, G. A.
Tibberts, J. W. Utley, T. P. Wilkin-
son and L. J. Williamson.

Many of them went on to carve
lasting niches for themselves in their
field. Among the better known were;

® Bennett, who was with Admiral
Richard E. Byrd when the two of
them made history as the first men to
fly an aircraft over the North Pole—
a feat for which both were awarded
the Medal of Honor. Bennett's dream
of flying over the South Pole was
never realized; he died of pneumonia
after he ignored a fever and took off
to attempt a rescue of a group of
German-Irish fliers that was forced
down at Greenlay Island, Quebec, on
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1920, ORMSBEE RECEIVED SEAPLANE DESIGNATION IN 1923

a non-stop flight from FEurope.

® Ormsbee, who won the Medal of
Honor for heroism even before he took
NAP training. Again and again, he
entered the tangled wreckage of a
crashed seaplane to save the life of one
crewman and recover the body of
another.

® Byrne, who retired March 31,
1958, as a chief boatswain to complete
a 40-year career in which he flew more
than 140 types of planes and logged
more than 22,600 hours in the air.
Rightfully called a pioneer in Naval
Awviation, especially  in  seaplanes,
“Pappy” received the Legion of Merit
three years before he retired.

WITH THE TRAINING of NATP's
a reality, BuNav attempted to
define more clearly their status in
1921. It established three basic NAP
designations: Seaplunc (aircraft that
took off from and landed on water),
Sb:}: Plane (planes that were launched
from large ships and taken back
aboard after they landed in the water
nearby, or which operated from shore
facilities) and Airship (dirigibles).

That same year, the newly-created
Bureau of Aeronautics stepped into the
NAP picture when its first chief, Rear
Admiral William A. Moffett, recom-
mended to BuNav that the com-
mander of Pacific Fleet air squadrons
be allowed to select and nominate
qualified men for ship-plane NAP
training.

The recommendation was designed

to ease the shortage of the allowed
number of enlisted ship-plane pilots
in the Pacific Fleet; it was quickly
followed by the establishment of a
ship-plane school at the naval air
station on North Island, across the
bay from San Diego, Calif.

The school was to remain open only
long enough to replenish the ranks of
West Coast ship-plane NAP’s, and was
to close by early December 1922,

Aviation History Unit records in-
dicate that, with ship-plane pilots re-
ceiving ground school instruction and
flight training at North Island and
other NAP’s completing courses art
Pensacola, some 100 enlisted’s were
added to the Navy's air arm by 1922,

For the next couple of years, the
number of enlisted pilots ranged from
100 ro about 130, even though there
was a technical requirement for al-
most 200,

The difference between the number
of NAP’s the Navy supposedly re-
quired and the number actually on
board was evidently caused by a lack
of consistent training efforts between
1921 and 1923. Subsequent BuNav
actions support this supposition.

Tlu Bureau soon discovered that
normal attrition, the shortage of on-
board strength and the evident dearth
of training were going to force the
Navy to come up with more than
130 new enlisted aviators before the
middle of 1925, Tt urged the resump-
tion of classes at Pensacola (there is
no record of when they had stopped},
and approved a recommendation that
60 men should start training on May
1, 1923, Applicants were to be CPO's,
or POl’s qualified for advancement
to chief, who were under 30 years old
and who had records clear of offenses
for the preceding two years.

Most of the NAP's in the service in
the early 1920%, about two-thirds of
them, were assigned to Fleet squad-
rons; the rest served ashore. By July
1924, the majority were serving as
second pilots in  torpedo, bombing,
scouting and observation squadrons or
as utility fliers assigned such jobs as
ferrying aircraft. Fourteen were quali-
fied in lighter-than-air craft.

But even with training resumed,
they were far from being firmly es-
tablished in the Navy. Continuing
high attrition at Pensacola, including
the fact that a good many trainees
were apparently unable to fly airplanes
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without cracking them up, caused ofh-
cial displeasure with the program.

The Navy's biggest problem with
the enlisted pilots it was creating ap-
parently was that it didn’t quite know
what to do with them; actual or
speculative requirements for whitehat
aviators fluctuated widely during this
period.

The attempt to straighten out the
status of the NAP’s led to a pair of
events that were to have a considerable
effect on the program—for a time.

A TiNG on the recommendations of
the chief of BuNav, BuAEgr
moved in 1926 to establish a fighting
squadron composed primarily of en-
listed pilots. The idea was to have the
squadron directed by officers placed in
key billets and to find outr if en-
listed’s could adequately handle the
duties imposed on an operating unit.

On January 1, 1927, VF Squadron
2B, composed of four Naval Aviators
and ten NAP's, was commissioned.
The orders forming the squadron
stipulated thar BuNav was to receive
a report on the squadron’s activities
and efficiency a year later, No trace
of that report, if in fact it was ever
made, has been found—but, with or
without it, "Fightin® Two” went on
to make a name for itself that is still
known today.

The enlisted’s who were handpicked
to man this unit were the cream of
the crop, and they logged enough ac-
complishments—and stirred up enough
controversy with their wide-open ap-
proach to piloting planes—to rate a
story for themselves. That story will
be the second in this series.

It was also in 1926, June 24 to be
exact, that Congress ended all doubt
regarding the status of NAP's for a
time when it passed a law requiring
that 30 percent of all aviators in the
Navy be enlisted men as of its effec-
tive date, July 1, 1928,
this decision may have been the opin-

The basis for

ion, then held by some congressmen,
that flving aircraft was a purely me-
chanical function not requiring the
talents of an officer.

When it became effective, the law
also accomplished something else: Tt
gave legal blessing to BuNav's estab-
lishment, in 1924, of the enlisted rating
of Naval Aviation Pilot—which had
temporarily ended the need for en-
listed’s to specialize in some other field
in addition to flving.
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Until BuNAv's action, NAP's were
almost all senior petty officers whose
ratings were either aviation nigger or
aviation machinist mate. But for a
while, flying was allowed to be an
NAP's sole skill.

This happy state of affairs was ter-
minated in March 1933 when the
Navy abolished the NAP rating and
reverted to the system of requiring
its enlisted pilots to be proficient in
a separate rating even though they
were designated NAP’s. The action
was taken less than a vear after Con-
gress amended the 1926 act to read
that only 20 percent of Navy pilots
must be enlisted.

The events that led to these changes
in the status of NAP's began almost
as soon as Congress passed the 1926
act, In 1927, for example, only a few
NAP's were qualified out of the hun-
dreds who applied for the duty—just
enough to bring the total number of
enlisted aviators to 100.

In his thorough research for a special
monograph on aviation training from
1911 ta 1939, prepared by the Avia-
tion History Unit during WW 11, then-
Ltjg. George N. Fennemore detailed
the Navy's sl!'u‘gglc from 1926 to the
early Depression years to make some-
thing out of its NAP program. He
also noted that there was considerable
disagreement between BuNav  and
BuAer on the best methods of im-
proving the program—and of the ap-
parent failure, until late in 1929, to
realize that the type of training pro-

‘PAPPY' BYRNE ENDED 40-YEAR CAREER WHEN HE RETIRED FROM ACTIVE DUTY IN '58

vided might be, at the minimum,
a partial cause of the problem.
His work outlines in great detail

the efforts made to keep enough men
coming into the NAP ranks to main-
tain the required officer-enlisted ratio.
Of the training they received, he says:

“"During 1926 and 1927 the prob-
lem of selecting enlisted candidates of
the highest possible qualifications ap-
pears to have been the subject of
major concern; little thought seems
to have been devoted at this time to

the character of the traini i

I.\ THE MYRIAD of activities that
involved the NAP program, some
appear to have special significance.

A special board, convened at Pensa
cola in 1927 to determine just how
NAP’s could best be utilized, con-
tended that educational deficiencies in
men already trained as NAP's pre-
vented adequate use of their skills as
pilots and affected their success in
traiming—a primary
NAP “dropout™ problem,.

The board also duly noted that the
training program itself wasn’t too
_:;m)d‘ uirhcr.

|mp!’m’cr‘m’.1‘lh were nLl_:.{gu.\Lcti. Po-
tential NAP’s would need a high school
diploma, be in one of the aviation
ratings and be in a second or subse-
quent enlistment. They must meet
the same age requirements as officer
pilot candidates. The course given
them would be as long, and almost as
complete, as that provided for ofhcers.

reason ili)]‘ I.]'lL'
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In addition, training NAP's received
once they reached their squadrons was
to improve,

Concerted efforts to improve the
results of NAP training, and the
quality of the men who took it, also
came from other areas. Admiral
Moffett, for instance, hoped that
men could be enlisted in the Navy
solely for aviation duty—a radical de-
parture from the approach recom-
mended by the Pensacola  board.
BuNav rejected this proposal and
countered with a recommendation of
its own: Give student aviation pilots
preliminary aviation training to weed
out those who would probably not
make it through Pensacola.

The result was a BuNav/BuAer
letter proposing new procedures for se-
lecting potential NAP’s. It called for
sending enough volunteer recruits
through elimination training to assure
that at least ten per week would be-
come qualified for advanced courses.

The letter stipulated that even those
who failed this first phase were not 1o
be ignored. After a ten-week general
utility course at Great Lakes, they
were to be sent to “duty under ob-
servation and training aboard the
[carriers] Lexington and Saratoga.”
They were to have two six-month pro-
bationary periods to show enough po-
tential to make it through Pensacola
before they were dropped altogether.

The plan was approved by SecNav;
it went into effect in January 1929,

Although it soon came under fire,
both from another board (convened to
study both training and procurement
methods) and from Admiral Moffett
(who felt that using recruits was
wasteful), the basic concept continued
in effect for a time. The use of
Lexington and Saratoga as probation-
ary way stations was dropped, but
actual training of NAP’s was brought
into closer conformity with that pro-
vided officer pilots.

The use of recruits as potential
NAP’s brought to three the number of
plans for obtaining and training po-
tential NAP's, Men were also being
sent direct from the service to Pensa-
cola, without indoctrination or elimi-
nation instruction, and others were
sent from duty stations to elimination
schools before they were ordered to
Pensacola,

All the effort began to pay off. At-
trition at Pensacola began to decline;
NAP’s were being better trained.
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But it was still too lictle, too late.
Admiral Moffert had already started
the move to have the 30 percent re-
quirement for NAP’s revised down-
ward—and even the fact that the
new approach did cause the attrition
rate at Pensacola to drop had an ad-
verse effect on the program.

As more NAP's completed training,
planners began to argue that there
were enough enlisted’s on hand to
meet Fleer requirements. That argu-
ment led to the suspension of NAP
training in 1932, Economy drives
caused by the Depression made certain
it stayed suspended until 1936, when
just enough whitehats were fed into
the system to maintain the required
20 percent level.

Shortly before WW II, the number
of NAP's had grown in proportion to
the increase in officer pilots. In 1939,
there were 480 on active duty; esti-
mates called for a complement of
1,100 by 1945.

As their numbers continued to in-
crease until the latter years of the
war—when many of them accepted
commissions—the NAP’s rating struc-
ture underwent another shake-up.

In mid-March 1942, the Aviation
Pilot rating was re-established in all
pay grades. The new setup remained
unchanged for a scant four months,
but it lasted long enough for the en-
listed’s in the field to earn the lasting
designation “AP’s.” In July, AP3
was abolished, but AP2, AP1 and APC

HELP TELL THE AP STORY

With the accompanying article,
Naval Aviation News hopes to
generate a desire among past and
present Navy enlisted pilots to
help fill the gaps in the history
of this unique group.

NANEws would like to hear
from readers who are, or have
been, enlisted pilots and whe
have not previously communi-
cated with the magazine. We
especially  desire  photographs
(which will be returned), factual
information and aneedotes about
the lives, training and careers of
ecarly enlisted aviators—especial-
Iy those who were assigned to
VF-2B.

Letters may be addressed to
Naval Aviation News; OP-05A5,
Navy Department, Munitions
Bldg., Washington, D.C., 20360.

were retained until April 2, 1948, be-
fore they were eliminated from the
rating structure.

It was the last time there would be
an AP rating in the Navy,

Although they were assigned to tac-
tical units throughout WW II, AP’
from 1943 on were utilized mostly in
such "utility” assignments as ferrying
aircraft, transport and helicopter pilot-
ing ﬂnd rest Wclrk. Thf.‘ war Lﬁd gi.t'e
them an opportunity to shine as “hot”
pilots, however; those assigned to
“Fightin® Two,” for instance, saw
plenty of action early in the conflict,

The post-war period was one of
turmoil for the AP s—as if they knew
the end of their kind was in the
offing. Many of those commissioned
during the war reverted to their en-
listed status, but many of them also
received permanent appointments and
served for years as limited duty ofh-
cers. Even so, the number of AP’s
remained fairly stable—at about 600
—even after training was permanently
discontinued when the last class of
trainees at Pensacola graduated in De-
cember 1947.

For that matter, the number on
board even increased in 1949 and 1950
as the economy wave that hit all the
services also affected Naval Aviation
and caused many of those commis-

sioned to revert to enlisted starus.
oreEA took care of the roller-
coaster aspects of on-board

strength. After initially refusing to
allow AP’s to accept commissions and
still remain pilots, officials did an
about-face and dangled officers’ stripes
before them with the assurance they
would still fly. Even some former
AP’s, who had given up flying to ac-
cept general line and non-pilot avia-
tion commissions, became Naval Avia-
tors,

With the end of the Korean con-
flict, the number of AP's continued
its inexorable decline. More than half
the 620 in the Navy in 1255 accepted
commissions and, for a while, there
was a steady exodus of enlisted’s from
the field via the LDO route.

At one time, there were expectations
that the last AP would leave the Navy
in 1963, but teday's on-board count
indicates that estimation to be off by
several vears. Even so, there are not
too many vears remaining until the
Navy's last enlisted pilot enters his
aircraft to make that final flighe,
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NAVY

COMMISSIONS
NAS
ALBANY

By JO1 Rick Williamson

NEW NAVAL air station has been

“born.” In a ceremony at NAS
ArBany, Ga., the station which was
formerly Turner AFB was officially
commissioned by Vice Admiral Charles
T. Booth 1I, ComNavAirLant, with
Caprain R, L. Johns as its first com-
manding ofhcer,

Covering a total of 2,193 acres and
equipped with a 12,050-foot runway,
NAS Arpany is locared in southwest-
ern Georgia near the Flint River. The
nearby city whose name it bears has
a population of about §6,000 persons.

Originally established for use as a
flying school in July 1941, the NAS
was named Turner Field in honor of
an Army Air Force lieutenant who was
killed in a training accident. After
WW I1 ended, the field was deacti-
vated but was reopened as Turner AFB
in the fall of 1947 and became the
home of the 31st Fighter Wing.

“Ownership” of the base passed
through a series of Air Force com-
mands—including the Continental Air
Command, the Strategic Air Com-
mand and the Tactical Air Command
—until it was decommissioned as an
Air Force installation June 30, 1967.
The ceremony that officially made it
Navy property was held July 1.

During its first year of Navy opera-
tions, NAS Arpany will be in devel-
opment status, scheduled to become

fully operational July 1, 1968. Al-
though many of the buildings and
facilities used by the Air Force will

also be used by the Navy, several new
construction projects are under way
and others are scheduled to begin soon.

SEPTEMBER 1967

AN AERIAL VIEW OF NAS ALBANY, GA.,

Construction already started in-
cludes a new gymnasium, another en-
listed barracks and another bachelor
officers’ quarters. A groundbreaking
ceremony has already been held at the
site of a new commissioned officers’
open mess and, at this writing, the
contract for a new $2'5 million hos-
pital was close to being awarded.

As part of its designated mission,
“maintaining and operating facilities
and providing services and material to
support operations of aviation activi-
ties of the Navy’s operating forces
and other designated activities and

CAPT. R. L. JOHNS 15 NAS ALBANY C.O.

SHOWS THE FACILITY'S 12,050-FOOT RUNWAY

units,” NAS Avsany is scheduled to
become home base for Reconnaissance
Attack Wing One early next year.
The wing will move to Albany from
NAS Sanrorp, Fla., when that station
is decommuissioned.

A GOOD START?

NAS Albany’s new command-
ing officer, Captain R. L. Johns,
didn®t even wait until his new
command was officially commis-

sioned to cause the “social event

of the season™ at the new Navy
installation.

The then prospective C.0, was
one of lwo primary participants
in the first official Navy function

to be held in the station’s re- I

cently constructed chapel. The

other involved party was Miss
Sue Craven of Pensacola, Fla.,
who became the captain’s wife
in 4 two-ring ceremony officiated
by Commander (Chaplain) Wil-
! linm R. Howard.
The ceremony was held May
15. more than six weeks before I
I NAS Albany was commissioned.
Among those who attended the
ceremony were the bride’s par-
ents, retired Lt and Mrs. I
l Leonard M. Craven. After the
vows were exchanged, a recep-
tion was held at the NCO Club.

e e ———————————
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KODIAK
AIRLIFT
10 ICE
ISLAND T-3

By LCdr. D. J. Florko, USN

cE Isanp T-3 is just that—a huge
six miles long, three
feet deep, that

hunk of ice
miles wide and 100
broke off Canada’s Ellesmere Island
about 20 years ago. It has been float-
ing about the Arcric Ocean ever sInce.

Under contract with the Office of
Naval Research (ONR), the Univer-
sitv of Alaska’s Arctic Research Lab-
oratory maintains a camp on T-3 (T
stands for target). An average of two
dozen research and support personnel
II\'L‘ thL‘]'L\ .llui 1]1&'|:‘ \I':)I‘j\, \nl.l“ come-
forts and lives depend upon the timely
arrival of fuel oil. It is this logistical
mission that NS Kobiak carries out.
Temperatures on T-3 from
slightly above the freezing point in the
to -50° F. in the

range
summer winter.
Surface melting makes rthe packed-
snow-on-1ce .I”"\‘]‘.ll‘l |<111l|:||"|g "!tl-.]].-! un-
usable from mid-June through mid-
September, so during these months,
supplies must be air-dropped by a pc-3
from the Arctic Research Laboratory
at Point Barrow, Alaska.

But in the winter, the weight in-
\'ll[\""\l .||] ‘\Ul?[‘]\'ll'l_\.: i-l.lt'] U” .lllll“_"
over 15,000 pounds per week—is be-
vond the |}.':LI||I1_'.1 capaairy of the pc-3.
To augment the expected shortage last
yvear, the icebreaker USS Burton Sound
hrough pack ice in

T-3"%

supply of fuel oil. But even summer

threaded her way t

_'\ll"‘;ll\l Wb to ({\']I\'L’I winter

conditions were severe and the ice-
breaker was forced back 80 miles from
her destination.

With the northern autumn days be-
coming shorter and colder, and the
fierce Arcuc winter fast approaching,
another means of transport had to be
Unless an ample fuel

ln'{a\'ldt’d. the

found quickly.

supply  were research
camp would have to be abandoned.
So in October 1966, Rear Admiral

D. M. White. Commander, Alaskan
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BLACK LINE FROM ALASKA TO ICE ISLAND T-3 SHOWS THE TRACK OF KODIAK'S C-54

Sea Frontier, at the request of ONR,
dispatched a c-54 from NS Kobniak
to the laboratory at Point Barrow.
Late that month and during early
November, the Kodiak crew flew 15§
1,100-mile flights over the polar ice
cap, landing each time on T-3"s rugged
air strip to off-load the cargo. A total
of 181,580 pounds delivered,
fuel ol

operation

WwWas
most of it

The initial
economical and efficient that in Jan-
uary 1967 when fuel again reached a
critical level, NS Koniak provided a
second airlift. In total Arctic dark-
ness, 27.5 tons of cargo were hauled.

However, still a third airlift, start-

prov L’d S0

ing March 1, was needed. Again, 136
tons of cargo, primarily fuel oil, were
transported over the vast reaches of
pack ice in severe cold, blowing snow
and ice fog. Twenty-cight round trips
were made during the three-week de-
ployment.

1‘\5 one P[)“”, ]|1I|L‘ maore |I|.“l |T.1lf-
way through the mission, the operation
\]..1][(..'[,!. ThL' C-54 ['L"l!l“rl'd an l.']]_L:'.['lL’
change. To get things going again,
Captain Ira M. Rowell, Jr., C.O. of
NS Kobpiag, arranged for the imme-
diate transfer of an r-2000 aircraft
engine from Alameda, Calif., to El-
mendorf AFB, Anchorage. From El-
mendorf, a USAF c-130 delivered the
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engine to Point Barrow. Fifteen hours
later, the c-54 was repaired.

The Kodiak pilots faced a real chal-
lenge. They constantly had to maneu-
ver the c-s4 at 100-200 above
the ice island, flying many approaches
on T-3"s non-directional radio beacon.
Visibility was often so limited by ice
fog that the 3,800-foor runwav was
not sighted until moments before
touchdown. The pilot flew strictly on
instruments until his copilot called,
“Barrels in sight.” This meant the
empty fuel drums used for line up had
been sighted. Kerosene smudge pots
crudely lighted the runway.

feet

The approach was tlown nor unlike
a flar “paddles” pass to a carrier—
a few knots above stall speed, full
flaps and lots of power. At the thresh-
old, the throttles were closed and the
plane landed as short as possible. With-
out reversible pitch propellers and with
only a 3,800-foot “iceway,” the proper
execution of the maneuver is a must.

Seldom was the aireraft on deck at
T-3 for more than ten minutes. The
engines cool rapidly in the Arctic and
with a2 longer delay, they would
have required extensive reheating.

Each arrival drew most of the is-
land’s population. The men were bun-
dled against the cold and wind; their
faces were bearded. Each man wel-
comed the cargo. for fuel oil was as
vital as the food he ate and the water
he drank.

The reason this Arctic island is so
valuable is that it provides a stable
platform from which scientists can
gather data of geophysical, biological
or meterological importance. At the
present time, it is located close to the
international date line and is approxi-
mately halfway between the north

WHEN THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN OF THE T-3 CAMP, TEMPERATURE WAS — 48

coast of Siberia and the North Pole.

For the past year, the ice island has
moved in a generally northward di-
rection, as much as three miles within
a 24-hour period. Owing to known
currents, which provide its propulsion,
T-3 is expected to continue in the
same general direction.

Newsweek, July 17, 1967, puts its
worth succinctly: “T-3 is the biggest
bargain the U.S. Navy has ever known.
Unsinkable, stable in even gale force
storms, 1t sails the Arcric Ocean in ice
floes that would crush the strongest
icebreaker. Furthermore, T-3 did not
cost a cent to build.”

T-3 is also known as Fletcher's lce
Island, named for LCol. Josecph C.
Fletcher who headed the USAF Arctic
studies on T-3 in the carly 1950%. In
its continual drifting in the Arctic,
T-3 ran aground near Point Barrow
in the fall of 1961 and at that point
the USAF abandoned it. But currents
pulled T-3 loose in February 1962,
so the Navy boarded the derelict and
research teams once more had a float-
ing ice island on which to continue
their research in the Arctic.

FAHRENHEIT

C-54 |15 LOADED WITH DRUMS OF FUEL OIL

FILOT'S ViEwW OF LANDING STRIP ON ICE

s R — d ; 3
PLANES ARE SERVICED AT BARROW WITH 25-KNOT WINDS AT —25

THESE OFFICERS AND MEN WERE THE KODIAK GROUP AT BARROW
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FROM FIRST
VA-86 FLIE

Photographed b

SQUADRON that once flew th
fighter as its first aircraft ha
based Navy unit to transition to th
This bit of historical Naval Avid
Attack Squadron 86 completed a th
them out of the cockpits of A-4E Sk
of Corsaoir II's.
They completed the transition Ji
reserve squadron ot NAS 5t. Louis

[Continue

-

SERVICING THE A-7 WAS PART OF TRAINING PROVIDED FOR VA-86  TRAINING FLIGHTS IN THE A-7A CORSAIR Il WERE PART OF
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:
0 LATEST-
CORSAIRS

62 Personnel

uble F4U Corsair propeller-driven
ne the first operational, carrier-
light attack A-7A Corsair Il jet.
ynificance evolved after pilots of
onth transition program that took
s and placed them at the controls

some 16 years after VF-921—a
called to active duty during the

e 22) AO3 REDMAMN AND AO2 NORMAM LOAD ZUNI ROCKET INTO POD MOUNTED ON CORSAIR 11

ANSITION SYLLABUS FOR PILOTS OF ATTAK SQUADRON 86 CDR. C. R. LONG, VA-86 SKIPPER, PREPARES FOR A-7 FLIGHT
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NEW PLANE FOR VA-86, BUT SAME INSIGNIA

Korean conflict. VF-921, whose pilots
flew the first Corsairs until June 1952,
became VI-84 in February 1953 and
was again redesignated—rhis time as
VA-86—in July 1955,

Between the two radically different
kinds of Corsairs were five aircraft
types: the rsr-2 Bearcat from June
unti]l November 1952, the ror-5 Pan-
ther from November 1952 until April
1955, the rru-3m Cutlass from April
1955 until November 1956 and the
For-sT and 88 Cougar during transi-
tion to A4 Skybawk in March 1957,

VA-86's ten-vear association with

22

the little Skybawk came to an end
after the squadron completed its last
deployment overseas, a seven-month
cruise aboard the USS Imdependence
to the Mediterranean. Just a month
after they returned from the Med, on
March 1, VA-86 pilots and personnel
hcg.ln the transition to the Corsair 11
under direction of VA-174, the Atlan-
tic Fleet a-7a operational training
squadron.

During the transition, VA-86 ac-
cepted 14 of the Ling-Temco-Vought
Corsair 1I’s and nearly doubled in size
with the addition of 14 officers and
more than 180 enlisted men.

For the squadron’s skipper, Com-
mander Charles R. Long, and the rest
of the Sidewinders, it was a hectic
three months—as the photographs on
these pages will attest,

Most recently, pilots and support
personnel departed home base, NAS
Ceai Fiern, Fla., for MCAS Yuwma,
Ariz., and a two-week period of re-
fresher weapons training. That com-
pleted, they returned to take up resi-
dence in Hangar 825 at Cecil Field
for the remainder of their ready-for-sea
training—preparing for their first de-
ployment with the a-7, scheduled for
early next year as a part of CVW-7
aboard USS Independence (CVA-62),

AQF3 BRDAND AQFAN MATHIS TROUBLE-SHOOT NEW VA-86 A-7 Am3>1 CAPE AND AMSAN PIERCE LAY OUT VA-86 INSIGNIA PATTERN

EASE OF ACCESS IS FEATURE OF THE A-7A

Until then, training will emphasize
development of skills and techniques
in the use of the Corsair II's varied
weapon systems and in proper utiliza-
tion of the several new kinds of gear
installed in the aircraft.

VA-174, meanwhile, will continue
to train A-7A squadron personnel and
ready replacement pilots. And the
next squadron to form and complete
initial A-7A  training, VA-82, will
eventually join the Sidewinders as a
member of CVW-7. VA-37, due ta
be the third Corsair 11 Atlantic squad-
ron, will be formed and follow VA-82.

DV
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Naval Aviation in World War |

THREE MORE MONTHS:
JULY, AUGUST,
SEPTEMBER, 1917

In the second three months of WW I. the
expansion program gol underway. Although
there was some evidence that those directing the
expansion were profiting by the experience of
our Allies across the ocean, their initial moves
were both bold and imaginative in comparison
with what had been done in aviation prior to our
entry in the war. It was too early to see the re-
sults of their work or, in fact, how great the
expansion would be. but the foundation laid in
these months proved solid and sound for the
growth that was te come.

JULY

4—The first eight-cylinder Liberty motor arrived in
Washington, D.C., for test by the Bureau of Standards.
It had been assembled ar the Packard Motor Car Company
from parts made by manufacturers in plants scattered from
Philadelphia, Pa., to Berkeley, Calif. Design, manufacture,
and assembly of this motor had taken less than six weeks.

9—Twenty-four potential Naval Aviators, with Ens.
Frederick S. Allen as officer-in-charge, reported at the Uni-
versity of Toronto to start flight training under the Cana-
dian Royal Flying Corps. Many of the group were from
the Princeton Unit which had been in training at East
Greenwich, R.L., while awaiting call to active duty.

~—
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DYNAMOMETER TEST OF LIBERTY ENGINE, PACKARD COMPANY, 1918  SIGNAL FACILITY AT MOUTCHIC, A TR

10—A proposed system of training student officers of
the Naval Reserve Flying Corps, which represented a radi-
cal change from the existing system, was circulated for
comment. The program consisted of three parts: (/1) a
Ground School for indoctrination into the Navy and study
of subjects related to aireraft and flight, (2) a Preliminary
Flight School for flight training through five to ten hours
of solo, and (3) a Completing Flight School for advanced
flight training and qualification as a Naval Aviator and
commission as Ensign, USNRE.

23—The ground school at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology went into operation with the arrival of the
first commanding officer, Ltjg. Edward H. McKitterick,
and a group of 50 men comprising the first class (see
NANEews, August 1967, pages 24-27). In this and in
supplementary programs later established at the University
of Washington in Seattle and at Dunwoody Institute in
Minneapolis, large numbers of prospective aviators and
ground officers were indoctrinated into the service and
introduced to the fundamentals of aviation.

24—A large obstacle to the effective expansion of air-
eraft production was removed by the formation of the
Manufacturers Aircraft Association to handle the business
of cross-licensing patents between all aircraft manufac-
turers in the United States.

26—The Army-Navy Airship Board considered a pro-
posal by the Bureau of Mines that the experimental produc-
tion of helium be undertaken and, in its approval, recom-
mended the allotment of $100,000 to construct a small
plant for the purpose. This action, subsequently approved
by both Departments, was the beginning of the helium
production program in the United States.

27—An Act of Congress authorized the President to
take possession of North Island so that the Army and Navy
could establish permanent aviation stations and schools.
The arrival of Lt. Earle W. Spencer on 8 November 1917,
under orders to establish and command a station for the
purpose of training pilots and mechanics and maintaining
coastal patrol, marked the beginning of the present Naval
Air Station, North Island.

27—Construction of a Naval Aircraft Factory at the
Philadelphia Navy Yard was authorized for purposes of
constructing aircraft, undertaking aeronautical develop-
ment, and providing aircraft construction cost data,

- TR

AINING STATION IN FRANCE
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BY DECEMBER 1917, LTA FACILITIES HAD BEEN ADDED TO MONTAUX WHICH HAD BEEN COMMISSIONED AS A SEAPLANE PATROL STATION

AUGUST

8—The Secretary of the Navy approved the plans to
establish one training and three coastal patrol stations in
France, the first of several plans dealing with an over-
seas base construction program. This program was suc-
cessively expanded and it ultimately provided 27 locations
in France, England, Ireland and Italy from which naval
air units were operating at the close of the war,

10—Ground was broken for building the Naval Aircraft
Factory at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

14—In a test conducted by Lt. Edward O. McDonnell
at Huntingron Bay, L.I, a torpedo was launched from a
seaplane. It struck the warter at a bad angle and ricocheted,
nearly striking the plane. This test marked the beginning
of serious Navy interest in launching torpedoes from air-
craft. Later tests were made at Philadelphia.

16—The first students of the First Aeronautic Detach-
ment to complete the flight course at Tours transferred to
Lake Hourtin to begin training in F.B.A. flying boats.

25—Development of flying boats, later designated NC,
was initiated by Chief Constructor David W. Taylor in
a memo which outlined the general requirements of an
airplane needed in war and directed his staff to make fur-
ther investigation. Taylor stated in part: “The *United
States { Liberty] Motor’ gives good promise of success, and if
we can push ahead on the airplane end, it seems to me the
submarine menace could be abared, even if not destroyed,
from the air. The ideal solution would be big flying boats,
or the equivalent, that would be able to fly across the At-
lantic to avoid difficulties of delivery, ete.”

25—The 12-cylinder Liberty motor passed a $50-hour
test with a power output of 301 to 320 horsepower, pre-
liminary to being ordered into mass production.

31—NAS MourcHic, established as a flight and ground
training station in France, was commissioned under com-
mand of Lt. John L. Callan.

In August 1917, NAS MonNTAUK was commissioned
with Lt. Marc A. Mitscher in command. Operated ini-
tially as a seaplane patrol station, facilities were later
c.‘cpandcti to include Iightcr—th.m—air opcr-.ui()ns‘

SEPTEMBER
T—In tests which led to additional orders for Simon
radio transmitters, radio signals sent from an r-6 seaplane

flving at Pensacola were received loud and clear by Naval
Radio Station, New Orleans, over 140 miles away.

SEPTEMBER 1967

T—A forest green winter service flying uniform, of the
same design as the summer uniform, was authorized for all
officers detailed to aviation duty.

7—A winged, foul anchor was adopted as an official
device to be worn on the left breast by all qualified Naval
Aviators. Before the wings were issued, use of the letters
U.S., which had been incorporated in the first design, was
abandoned and the design adopted was essentially that of
the wings worn by Naval Aviators today. Adoption of
wings appears to have been responsible for compiling, in
January 1918, the first precedence list of Naval Aviators,
at thar time numbering 284.

8—A site at the Naval Operating Base, Hampton Roads,
was established as an air training station and patrol base
and as a center for experimental work in seaplane operation,
Detachments under training at the Curtiss School at New-
port News and others at Squantum transferred to this lo-
cation in October and, on 27 August of the next year, the
Naval Air Station was placed in commission, LCdr. P.N.L.
Bellinger commanding.

17—A kite balloon from USS Huntington was hit by a
squall. While it was being hauled down to the ship, it
struck the water so hard that the observer, Lyg. H. W,
Hoyt, was knocked out of the basket and entangled in
the lines. As the balloon was pulled toward the ship, SF2
Patrick McGunigal went over the side, cleared the tangle
and put a line around Lt. Hoyt so that he could be hauled
up on deck. For this act of heroism, McGunigal was later
awarded the Medal of Honor.

17—The Secretary of the Navy approved establishment
of 15 naval air stations overscas to be in operation by 1
July 1918, each to be equipped for seaplane operations.
Five of them were to have, in addition, facilities for operat-
ing airships and supporting kite balloon operations,

18—A production program of 1,700 operational type
aireraft was established on the basis of a report issued this
date by the Joint Technical Board of Aircraft.

26—Lt. Louis H. Maxfield, commanding the Naval Air
Detachment at Akron, Ohio, reported the qualification of
11 students, including himself, as lighter-than-air pilots
and requested their designation as Naval Aviators (Dirigi-
bles). These men, the first trained specifically as dirigible
pilots, were subsequently assigned Naval Aviator numbers
ranging from 94 to 104

27—Ens. Robert A, Lovert (later SecDef) made the
first flight at NAS MouTcric, France, in an F.B.A. sea-
plane, the assembly of which had been under his direction.
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VRC-50 RECEIVES ITS FIRST T-39'S

A-l' NAS Atsual, in July, Fleer Tac-
tical Support Squadron 50 re-
ceived the Navy’s first small jet trans-
port in the Western Pacific area, the
North American T1-390 Subreliner. It
was the first of three T-39’s VRC-50
is scheduled to fly.

The second aircraft was delivered in
August and the third T-39 was sched-
uled for delivery this month. All three
are being leased by the Navy under
a one-year contract with North Amer-
ican Aviation,

The three jets will be under the
operational control of Commander
Fleet Air Western Pacific, Rear Ad-
miral Marshall W. White. They are to
be used to transport officials, both
military and civilian, whose travel in
WestPac is a Navy responsibility.

On hand to greet the new Subreliner
upon arrival were RAdm. White and
Commander B. B. Fowke, C. O. of
VRC-50. They are shown at right in
the picture below with North Ameri-
can officials who delivered the plane:
Robert Fero, chief test pilot; Andrew
Brennan, the firm’s representative; and
Van Sheppard, senior test pilot and
engineer.

Inside the Sabreliner are (left to
right) RAdm. White; LCdr. Paul D.
Barnes, flag lieutenant, and Captain
Paul A. Anderson, assistant chief of
staff for operations and plans, Com-
FAirWestPac; and Cdr. Fowke.

The Salweliners, capable of speeds up
to 560 mph, will eventually replace
the 1944 vintage Douglas c-s4 Sky-

P
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FIRST SABRELINER AT NAS ATSUGI IS INTRODUCED UPON ARRIVAL
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master, now used for executive airlifr.
The c-s4, with a speed of approxi-
mately 213 mph, takes 4-412 hours to
travel from NAS A7rsuct to Naha,
Okinawa. This time will be cut to
less than two hours in the T-39 which
cruises at §18 miles per hour.

The executive version of the Sky-
master carries 14 passengers and a crew
of eight while the new Sabreliner car-
ries cight passengers and requires a
crew of only two pilots. The range
of the Skymaster is abour 2,500 miles
under instrument conditions while the
Sabreliner vange under the same con-
ditions is 1,400 miles,

Minimum landing speed of the
Skymaster is abour 92 mph as com-
pared with about 115 for the T-30.

Sheppard remained at Atsugi during
the time the VRC-50 pilots were
checked out in the new aircraft.

New Camera for Vigilante
Designed to Supersede the KA-51A

A $450,000 contract has been
awarded to Chicago Aerial Industries,
Inc., Barringron, 111, to build the xa-
511 aerial reconnaissance camera, This
will be installed on ra-sc Vigilante
carrier-based reconnaissance jets.

It supersedes the Ka-s1a carried in
Vigilantes since 1964 and utilized in
Southeast Asia since February 1965,
Incorporating an improved high-reso-
lution six-inch focal length £ /2.8 lens,
the highly automated ka-s1s has a
combat-proven, high-speed, focal plane

COMFAIRWESTPAC OFFICIALS ‘CHECK OUT THE QUARTERS® IN T-39

shutter, automatic exposure control,
and binary coded data recording in the
corner of each film frame. It takes six
pictures per second with a minimum
of monitoring on the part of the crew.
The manufacturer produces aerial
reconnaissance systems and optical
sighting equipment for the military
and the aerospace industry.

Flight Medics Serve Widely
In 1966, 152 Trained at Pensacola

In fiscal year 1966, the Naval Aero-
space Medical Institute, Pensacola,
trained 152 flight surgeons. Of these,
139 were Navy, seven Army, two
Public Health Service and four from
foreign countries.

Two of the 17 Naval Aviator/flight
surgeons now on duty graduated from
the Naval Test Pilot School at Patux-
ent River; one is the first M.D. scien-
tist /astronaut  assigned to NASA/
Apollo, the other is with the Manned
Orbital Laboratory project.

All naval laboratories, as well as
many other facilities (such as the
Pacific Missile Center, Point Mugu,
and the Naval Aerospace Recovery
Facility, El Centro), are presently in-
volved in projects oriented towards
space medicine. A naval flight surgeon
is also assigned to the NASA Manned
Spacecraft Center, Houston, together
with an MSC aviation physiologist and
five hospital corpsmen.

In Southeast Asia, three flight sur-
geons serve on I_'RCI‘ .lIII'CI'ﬂ.ft C;ll'riel'
and 31 are deployed with Marine
Air Wing units. Six flight surgeons

are assigned to the newly formed Fifth
Marine Division.
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Newsletters to the Field
Point Mugu Opens Data Channels

Two weapon  systems newslerters
are being published by the Naval Mis-
sile Center, Point Mugu, Calif. The
F-4 Newsletter and the Bull pup News-
letter have been established to foster
communications between the developer
of weapons and the user.

The F-4 Newsletter provides infor-
mal information on the AERO-1A air-
borne missile control system, r-4 air-
craft wiring, launchers, firing circuits,
Sparrow 11 missile, Sidewinder missile,
test benches, test equipment, support
equipment, test procedures, publica-
tions, and supply support problems.
The newsletter will eventually include
the F-47 aircraft weapon system which
15 undergoing evaluation at Point
Mugu.

The Bullpup Newsletter is designed
to facilitate the flow of maintenance
information about the Bull pup missile,
associated launch aircraft circuitry,
and test equipment,

The newsletrers both contain diver-

sihed arvicles, useful to those who
maintain  and operate the various
weapon Systems.

In every copy of each newsletter,
there is a perforated rtear-out page on
which the sailors mav express prob-
lems or matters of interest. Addressed
to the NavMisCen unit responsible
for newsletter articles, this PEP-O-
GRAM or BULL-(pup)-E-TIN pro-
vides an informal channel of com-
munication from the field. Thus, a
trouble area can be spotted and cor-
rective action initiated to solve the
problem long before a formal reporting
svstem could reacr.

Initial distribution or additional
copies of either newsletter may be ob-
tained by written request to Service-
ability Division, Code $§320, Naval
Missile Ctr., Pr. Mugu, Calif., 93041,

Names, Addresses Change
Labs Join Air Development Center

The Naval Air Development Center
has announced the adoption of “trip-
lets™ on July 1, 1967. On that date,
the Crew Equipment Laboratory, the
Materials Laboratory and the Struc-
tures Laboratory of the Naval Air En-
gineering  Center, Philadelphia, be-
came the Aerospace Crew Equipment
Department, the Acro Materials De-
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THE FIRST Hawher Siddeley
entry into service with the

pany's Woodford airfield where ifs development programe ix being carried ond.

Nimrod, a four-jet maritime reconnasssance aivcraft, planned for
RAF Coastal Command in the late 1960's, wmade ifs first jlight
friom Hawhker Siddeley’s Hmngﬁh:if airfield an May 23, 1967. The aircraft flew to the com-

The Nimrod,

powered by four Rolls-Royee Spey turbofan engines, is designed to fly at 2 high subsonic speed
and high altitude to the seavch area, make a low-speed, lmw-level patrol and a fast refnen to base.

partment and the Acro Structures De-
partment of the Naval Air Develop-
ment Center, Johnsville, Warminster,
Pa., 18974,

Mail for these departments should be
sent to the Warminster address; mes-
sages should be addressed to NavAir-
DevCen, Telephone numbers remain
unchanged, Visitors to these depart-
ments should go directly to the Phila-
delphia location.

Trainer Delivered to VF-126
TA-4F is Navy's 2,000th Skyhawk

In July, Commander William J.
Hickman, C.0O. of VF-126. NAS
MirAMAR, accepted the Navy's 2,000th
Skybawk from Douglas Aircraft Co.
This particular one was the Ta-4r

AT NAS Barber's Pomt, AMH2 Barry L. Fill-
morie anld AMS] Duane [, Zaleikie wse o pew
tive changer kit built by Fillmore for e

It carries fwo wain wheels,
Twa

cmergency  kil, can

with the Orion
two nowe wheels, jack and tool box,
niing  the

Mren, L

change a blow-ont in abont one-balf bour.

version, a two-place advanced trainer.

Representing Douglas at the cere-
mony were Leo Devlin, one of the
principal designers, and Robert Rahn,
test pilot for the first flight of a
Skyhawk on June 22, 1954,

VR-21’s Pilots are Promoted

Aircraft Commanders on 1st Tour

Five pilots of Fleer Tactical Sup-
port Squadron 21, NAS Barser's
Point, have become aircraft com-
manders of the squadron’s c-118 Lifi-
nasters on their first tour, only three
vears after graduating from flight
training: Lts. John P. Frederick,
Lawrence M. Buckner, Victor J. Bab-
vak, Norm K. Matheson, and James
E. Connell.

These officers transport supplies and
personnel to Pacific Fleet forces. They
may airlift an attack squadron from
Jacksonville on the East Coast to a
carrier operating on Yankee Station
and return a Swift boat squadron
from Da Nang to North Island.

Recently, VR-21 crews logged
2,667 flight hours for an all-time
squadron record for one month’s op-
erations. They flew 162 missions into
South Vietnam and provided priority
airlifts for 147 commands during the
past year. In the last ten years, the
squadron has flown 210,000 accident-
free hours and has not had a fatality
in over 15 years. Captain Harry E.
Sorenson is the commanding officer.
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VP-1 Declares a ‘First’

Patrol Squadron One, home-based at
NAS WHmsey Istanp, is the first
naval operational squadron to operate
full time out of the new Naval Air
Facility, Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam.

VP-1 commenced its flight opera-
tions on May 15 of this year when six
of the squadron’s 12 sp-211 Nepfunes
deploved from NS Sancrey Point,
Republic of the Philippines, to carry
out air surveillance missions in Opera-
tion Market Time.

The NAF is a completely new fa-
cility, located on a 15-mile stretch of
sand that juts out into the South
China Sea about 200 miles northeast of
Saigon. In 1964 is was nothing but
a sandy beach but today it is growing
into one of the largest seaports in
southeast Asia.

In about two months, the facility
will be complete. Until that time,
converted house trailers, tents and
semi-permanent huts will provide the
working and living facilities for the
men.

VP-1's remaining six aircraft con-
tinue to operate out of Sangley Point,

‘Batmen' Receive P-3B

It was the day after the Fourth of
July at NAS Patuxent River, but
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for the Batmen of VP-24, the fire-
works were only beginning. On that
day, the squadron received its first
p-3g Orion and the squadron’s flight
training program was off with a bang.
At the controls of VP-24"s first p-38
was squadron skipper Commander A.
S. Hibbs.

July 5 was also the day VP-24
switched from NAS Norrork to NAS
PaTuxext River,

At ceremonies in Norfolk, June 22,
VP-24’s last sp-211 was piped ashore.
The Neptunes had logged over 70,000
accident-free hours since 1959,

The p-3 Orion is the sixth aircraft
flown by the squadron since VIP-24
was commissioned at NAS KanNteoHE
Bay, Hawaii, in 1943. The Buimen
won their nickname for their partici-
pation in testing and developing the
Bat, the Navy's first air-to-surface
guided missile.

Flights above the Arctic Circle
The Royal Order of the Blue Noses

gained some new members recently
when Hawaiian Warrior crews Four
and Seven became the first of VP-28’s
flight crews to fly missions above the
Arctic Circle. The flights were made
in support of the Annual lce Recon-
naissance  Program  conducted by
the Navy's Hydrographic Office

WITH THE cow piletion of the initial
Rahu Bay, will provide an excellent base for Operation “Market Time.”

waork, the Naval Air Facility, Cam

(NANEws, October 1956, pp. 1-5).
Flying a few hundred feet above the
ice pack, the trained observers, led by
Lt. Robert Freeman of Fleet Weather
Central, Kodiak, were able to gather
valuable information abour the ice.
Crew Four, led by L.Cdr. Kerry Mirise,
flew from Eielson AFB, Fairbanks,
Alaska. The track included such exotic
places as Herschell Island in the Cana-
dian Arctic, Barter Island, Oliktok,
Lonely Island and Point Barrow on the
Alaskan Coast of the Arctic Qcean.

Two weeks later, flying from El-
mendorf AFB at Anchorage, Lt. Don
Gentry and his crew crossed the Arctic
Circle near Kotzebue, Alaska, on the
north-bound leg of a track which made
three penetrations to the edge of the
Arctic ice pack.

Since the summer resupply of key
military installations as well as com-
mercial trade and the movement of
supplies depend on timely and accurate
data on navigable water, the Hawaiian
Warriors, though far from home, were
again providing a vital service.

VP-26's Safety Record

Patrol Squadron 26 completed FY
1967 with a roral of 46,963 accident-
free hours. The accumulated time
dates back to August 1962,

Since Seprember 1958, VP-26 has
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amassed over 80,000 hours without an
aircraft flight accident. During that
period, the squadron has deployed to
Rota, Sigone“a, Guantanamo Bay, Ar-
gentia, Keflavik and numerous cities
in the U.S.

In 1966, VP-26 transitioned from
the r-2 to the r-38 and began a split
deployment to Argentia and Keflavik
as the Navy’s first operational p-3m
squadron.

Back from the Mediterranean

Commander [an J. Johnson, com-
manding officer of VP-21, led a six-
plane contingent of the squadron back
to NAS Brunswick the end of June
after its six-month deployment with
the U.S. Navy's Sixth Fleet,

Arriving in Rota on New Year's
Day 1967, VP-21 relieved VP-24 and
then quickly renewed its friendship
with local town and base people made
during a previous deplovment.

For one period during the splic de-
ployment, the squadron was maintain-
ing aircraft in Brunswick, Rota, Puerto
Rico and Italy and, on several occa-
sions, took part in bilateral exercises
with the Spanish and French navies.
During its overseas deployment, the
squadron managed to send a large per-
centage of air crews to Puerto Rico
for refresher training in ASW during
Operation Springboard.

On February 22, VP-21 learned that
it had won one of the three Atlantic
Fleet E's. On March 2, Vice Admiral
C. T. Booth, ComNavAirLant,
awarded VP-21 the Arnold Jay Isbell
award. ‘

VP-21 is also the holder of ten con-
secutive ComNavAirLant  Aviation
Safety Awards in recognition of ten
years of safe flight, during which it
logged over 93,500 accident-free fly-
ing hours,

A Return from WestPac

When VP-46 returned to its home
base at NAS Morrert FieLp in July,
over 200 dependents were on hand to
greet the 12 flight crews and ground
personnel  with their new skipper,
Commander C, C. Hilscher.

The aircraft returned individually
with a low high-speed pass, breaking
into the landing pattern abeam of
Hangar #£2. All nine p-3 aircraft,
with crew flags flying above them,
then taxied nose to tail to their park-
ing spaces in front of the waiting
crowd. Once all the planes were in
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AUSTRALIAN Counsel General, Mr. Neil Trust-
cott (C), towrs ¢ P=3 Orion at NAS Moffet

wery Patrol
19 officers, Lfig. Gordon V. Tol-
David K. Willianiy,

Field.
Squadron
(lefty anmd Ltjg.

His guides for the tour
letson

position, 36 engines were shut down
simultaneously.

On hand to greet the returning
Gray Knights were Caprain L. T.
Barco, Jr., ComFAirWing Ten, and
Captain G, E, Minor, Chief of Staff,
ComFAirWingsPac. The Twelfth
Naval District Band provided the
music for the homecoming,

During the six-month deployment,
VP-46 conducted air operations ac-
cumulating more than 7,200 flight
hours in the Far East. Many of these
hours were in direct support of
Seventh Fleer activities, consisting of
12-hour suryeillance patrols off the
coast of Vietnam and over the sea
lanes of the South China Sea, Al-

though VP-46 was based at NAF
Nawna, Okinawa, operations were con-
ducted out of the Philippines, Japan,
Taiwan and Thailand.

.

VP-9 CPO'S F. J. Herliby and D. K. Larion
display implements they and other PO's wused.

VP-49 Completes Split Deployment

VP-49, under the command of
Commander R. T. Lemon, has re-
turned to NAS PAaTuxent RIVER,
Md., after a six-month deployment to
Kindley AFB, Bermuda, and NS Ar-
GENTIA, Newfoundland.

In addition to surveillance patrols
in the Western Atlantic, VP-49 flew
extended patrols to the Azores, Spain
and Germany. A total of 5,600 acci-
dent-free hours was flown during the
deployment, running the squadron’s
total to 46,000 accident-free hours.

VP-9 Plays Host

In June, at NAS MorrerT, VP-9,
commanded by Commander R, B
Mahon, hosted a variety of military
and civilian personnel. Members of
the Royal Canadian Maritime Com-
mand Squadron 407, U.S. Naval Re-
serve Squadron VP-878, and approxi-
mately 300 dependents and civilian
guests attended a squadron Personnel
Inspection and an Open House,

The estimated 600 persons in at-
tendance were treated to movies on
ASW operations, various displays, and
demonstrations of the sub-killers’
equipment. Of particular interest to
the more adventurous guests was a
parachute ride. The squadron’s avia-
tion equipment branch had rigged a
parachute high in the overhead of
the hangar and volunteers were given
a safe, but exciting, swing through
the air.

The Canadians, on board for five
days, toured the Moffett-based squad-
rons and the San Francisco area and
were given an indoctrination flight in
VP-9’s p-3s.

VP-878, commanded by Com-
mander Stephen Reinertsen and home-
based at NAS Aramepa, had lictle
time for touring during its annual
two-week training cruise. The squad-
ron conducted various ASW training
exercises in hot pursuit of the Noel
Davis Trophy.

Long known as the Golden Eagles,
members of VP-9 have added another
recognition feature to their p-3B
Orions. When the familiar side num-
bers were removed from the rtails of
their aircraft, LCdr. W. R. Hodge,
then maintenance control officer, came
up with the idea of painting a golden
eagle in the open space.

The idea met with instant approval
and now when the Golden Eagles fly,
personnel can recognize them at once.
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Fowler Drive Dedicated

The former Golf Course Road at
NAS GLENVIEW was recently renamed
Fowler Drive and dedicated to the
memory of the late Chief of Naval
Air Reserve Training, Rear Admiral
Richard L. Fowler.

Captain Robert W. Labyak, com-
manding officer of Glenview, spoke
at the dedication. Guests included
Mrs. Fowler and her two children,
Julia and Richard, and Rear Admiral
William S. Guest, CNAResTra.

Since the old Golf Course Road led
from his house to the headquarters
building, Adm. Fowler used it regularly.

One, Two, Three
The Chief of Naval Air Reserve

Training has announced that the in-
spection of stations, units and squad-
rons within the command has been
completed for FY '67. The top three
stations in over-all inspection perform-
ance were NARTU NorrorLk, NAS
Atranta and NAS Davras.

Exercise ‘Dynamic Action’

In July, three Reserve squadrons,
VP-772, VP-774 and VP-777 from
NAS Los Avamiros, participated in
Exercise Dynamic Action, a massive
First Fleet ASW exercise off the coast
of southern California.

Dynamic Action involved 15,000
men, 32 ships and 17 air units. It
was the fourth major exercise this
year for the First Fleet and the second
ASW exercise for Los Al squadrons,
A Naval Air Reserve ASW exercise
was conducred from Los Al in March,

During the week-long operation,
screening ships and air groups at-
tempted to locate submarines that
were trying to reach the heart of the
strike group—rthe aircraft carrier.

VP-892 Crew Commended

Crew Five of VP-892, NAS Seat-
TLE, is recognized as being 100 percent
combat ready, according to a mes-
sage of appreciation from Rear Ad-
miral William 8. Guest, CNAResTra.
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Downs, on the set of NBC's "Today Shuw.”

NAVY PHOTOGRAPHER H. R. Downs frepares to photograp,
Downs, Sr., assists Cdr. Tom Williamson (R) pass

i

b bis dad,

- :
TV-personality Hugh

the gold key of the Naval Air Reserve East Coast PAO to biv relief, Cdr. Sage M. Johuston.

In his message to LCdr. William R.
Marr, plane commander of Crew Five,
RAdm. Guest said: "Through vour
leadership and ASW effectiveness as
patrol plane commander, Crew Five
attained 100 percent combat readiness.
This accomplishment is a first through-
out the Naval Air Reserve Training

e

IT'S A family affaic at NAS Olathe when
ACAN Pat Gravitt, NARDiv 882, flies awith
his fatber, Commander T.O. Gravitd, VP-§81,

Please
. your

Command patrol squadrons.
extend my appreciation to . .
crew. Well done.”

Herman Ridder Trophy

In ceremonies at NAS ATLANTA,
Ga., Brigadier General A. H. Adams,
Commanding General of the Marine
Air Reserve Training Command, pre-
sented the Herman Ridder Marine Air
Reserve Trophy to Marine Air Con-
trol Squadron 15. Lieutenant Colonel
Robert S. McArthur, commanding
officer of the squadron, accepted the
trophy.

The Marietta-based unit has won the
trophy three times on the basis of its
being the best Marine unit of its kind.

Change of Command

Captain Reginald G. Armistead re-
lieved Caprain John B. Johnson as
commanding officer of NARTU
WasHincTon, D.C. Caprt. Johnson
reported to the Commander, Naval
Reserve Training, Fort Omaha, Nebr.

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS



He is the first Naval Aviator to be
assigned to that command.

Capt. Armistead was  previously
head of the Selected Air Reserve Di-
vision, Burcau of Naval Personnel.

New Designation, New Aircraft

VS§-934, NAS WirLow
last VS squadron, was recently re-
designated VP-931,

GROVE's

The squadron, which formerly flew
the s-ar Tracker, is now training in
the p-2 Neptune, learning flight meth-
cquipment character-
istics and tactical operations.

ods, electromic
Commander Samuel A, Cammins is
cnmm.mdin_a; officer of the “;u.tdmn.

Good Grief!

Snoopy, Charlie Brown’s dog in the
comic strip "Peanuts™ by  Charles
Schulz, has become a symbol of avia-
tion safety at NARTU Lakenurst.

LCdr. Roy A. Rogers, NARTU
aviation safety officer, clips the car-
toon and substitutes NATOPS advice
for the dialogue. Posted in the squad-
ron ready rooms and operations ofhce,
the NATOPS Snoopy cartoons help
make the NARTU pilots safery con-
scious and remind them of the neces-
sity of following NATOPS.

‘The Quiet Warrior'

NARTU NorrorLk recently com-
pleted filming a documentary on the
Naval Air Reserve, entitled, “The
Quier Warrior.”

New techniques for the Nelson
Tyler special camera mount (NA-
NEws, August 1966, p. 19), developed

i -i'fdr!'\“

PH1 MILTON
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thi f\);::'i!g»-\'.'l’mu Tyler
Naorfolk C-54 Skymasier over € .-'r.'u'\uf.u'm{‘l Bay, PH2 Botls sets controls.

ADRY Donald L. Hamilton,
and all-Navy u_”( and p;.\mf .hum;urm from
NARTU Washington, D.C., with trophies he
wan at all-Navy meet at USNTC
Aviation personnel won 21 of the 43 awards.

national  pstol

San Diego.

by the Atlantic Fleet Combat Camera
Group and NARTU Nowrrork, were
used for the filming.

Originally designed for wibration-
free motion picture filming from heli-
copters, the Nelson Tyler was utilized
exclusively for the making of this
film. Silk-smooth color footage was
obtained by rigging the mount not
only in sr1-34's but also in c-354's and
atop cars and trucks. In a further de-
velopment, a Questar mount was
adapted to the Nelson Tyler.

High-speed sequence still pictures

NARTU

manntl an

were shot from NARTU aircraft by
two 3Smm cameras triggered simul-
taneously to produce both broad cov-
erage and precision magnification of
32 times the image size.

According to Commander Ted Wil-
bur, NARTU writer-producer-direc-
tor of the h||n. “"Results were so gemd
that editing became a real problem.
Because of the story line and the time
limitation of 28 minutes, only a small
ratio of the airborne footage could be
used, The remainder went into the
film library at the Naval Photographic
Center.”

Caprain R. G. Altmann is the C.O.
of the Reserve unit at Norfolk.

Awards at Alameda

Two NARTU Avamepa Reservists
were recently  honored for their
achievements.

AQO1 William S. Antonius received a
$50 check for his beneficial sugges-
tion on the “tour end date computer,”
which is used to determine the date
an aircraft is due for overhaul. His
suggestion almost eliminates inaccura-
cies in aircraft maintenance records.

In another ceremony, Commander
Robert L. Kersey, C.O. of NAIRU-
871, was cited for his “significant re-
cruiting achievement” by the director
of the Eighth Navy Recruiting Area.
In the past year, as Navy procurement
liaison officer at the University of
Nevada, Cdr. Kersey was instrumental
in recruiting many candidates for the
“Blue and Gold” Naval Academy pro-
gram.

Caprain . M, Hestilow is com-
manding officer of the NARTU.
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DURING viiit to NAS Dallas, baseball great Duke Suyder, manager of
the Albuguerque Dodgers, antographed baseball for TDC M. E. Neuman.

31



PACIFIC FLEET

HANCOCK (CVA-19)

Naval Aviators assigned to CVW-4
were launched from Hancock to join
other U.S., Republic of Vietnam and
Allied forces in what was called one
of the largest coordinated military
campaigns of the Vietnam conflict—
the assault against enemy troop con-
centrations, gun and bunker positions
and supply areas in the “demilitarized
zone” below the 17th parallel.

As ARVN forces and U.S. Marines
moved north into the combat area and
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other U.S. Marines were landed on
the beach from amphibious ships, pilots
in A-4 Skybawhks, a-1 Skyraiders and ¥-
8 Crusaders provided close air support.
One pilot, Commander Niles Gooding,
X.0. of VA-115, called the action a
“classic naval warfare scene.” Recall-
ing the view from his Skyraider, he
said, "I could see the amphibious land-
ing, the destroyers and cruisers firing
and the attack planes striking down
at their targets.” Several minutes later,
Cdr. Gooding and his wingman, Ltjg.
Malcolm Tinker, struck their own
target—a bunker and gun position.

In an awards ceremony aboard

OPERATING OFF VIETNAM, SEVENTH FLEET'S BON HOMME RICHARD WAS VISITED BY PROSPECTIVE CNO, ADM. THOMAS H. MOORER

Hannab, her C.O., Captain H. P.
Streeper, presented the Silver Star to
LCdr. Clifford M. Johns and DFC’s
to Commander Henry M. Bailey, Lt.
Norman L. Winningham and Lt
Henry T. Dodge I11.

The fast work of explosive ordnance
disposal personnel aboard Hannab in
disarming and recovering a 250-pound
bomb that broke free from an atrack
aircraft, described in last month’s
“At Sea with the Carriers,” is graph-
ically displayed in a series of excellent
action photographs on page 33. PH2
D. K. Althizer was the alert man be-
hind the camera.
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BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31)

While she operated off Vietnam,
her planes being launched against such
targets as the Uong Bi and Thanh Hoa
thermal power plants, Bosanie Dick
was visited by the then prospective
CNO, Admiral Thomas H. Moorer.
On a tour of military units in the Far
East, Adm. Moorer boarded CVA-31
for a Vietnam operations briefing. He
also got the chance to talk with his
brother, Captain J. P. Moorer, opera-
tions officer for ComSeventhFlt,

More than 100 awards, including a
Silver Star and Distinguished Flying
Cross, were presented to personnel
serving in Bomnie Dick and with the
carrier’s embarked CVW-21 while the
ship was in the Gulf of Tonkin. Rear
Admiral Vincent P. de Poix, ComCar-
Div Seven, presented the Silver Star
to LCdr, Marshall O. Wright, VF-211,
the DFC to Lt. Phillip R. Wood, VF-

24, and the rest of the awards.

ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65)

The Big E was back in home port,
Alameda, after completing her second
combat cruise—and, according to

-

WHEN A 250-pound bombd broke loove from an

aiveraft was being launched from Hancock,

ORDNANCE cxperts gingerly remove the fuze
ar other crewmen prepare to move the bomb.
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fobr deck cremwmen scur-

ERRANT bomb, wow defuzed, is loaded onto a
bomb cart, so it can be moved below deck.

BRIEFING Adm. Moorer, seated in a VA-212
Skybawk, are Cidr. Quaid and RAdm. de Poix.

some of her returning pilots, she
wasted no time in making the transit
from the Far East to the West Coast.
Accompanied by the nuclear-powered
frigate USS Bainbridge, Enterprise
averaged 25 knots on the trip back.
There were no recorded objections to
the high speeds from pilots or crew-
men, who had been away from their
home port for a long seven months.

Enterprise has only recently com-
pleted a nine-week availability period
at the San Francisco Bay Naval Ship-
vard at Hunter's Point.

A4 Skybawk as the vied for safety

(abaye,

INTREPID (CVS-11)

Intrepid is another Seventh Fleet
carrier that played host to Adm.
Thomas H. Moorer during his West-
Pac tour. On her second cruise to
the combat zone, the Norfolk-based
CVS is serving as an attack carrier
during the deployment.

One sailor serving aboard Infrepud,
who prefers to remain anonymous,
knows for sure what he is doing aboard
a ship launching strikes in the Gulf
of Tonkin. His wife ser it down
beautifully in a letter he received just
before Intrepid reached Yankee Sta-
tion, It was written on Memorial Day.

“To be able to live in a free country
should be every man’s right,” she
wrote. "To be able to bring up one’s
family as one sees fit is an honor only
we Americans can really appreciate—
but I'm afraid all too often we forget
or neglect to give thanks to the power
[that] made it all come true, and to
the men who have foughr and died
for this freedom.

“We only think of them once a
vear. It's a shame every day couldn’t
be a day of remembering and giving
thanks to these men. I'm sure some of

but s
(alove J'ngl‘]. .h‘.up'n ordnancemen

I«'f-f] A stahfu i

to get it

soon ay it

ralling

raced out defuzed.,

ROPED and tied, the bomb is moved below
where ordnancemen will inspect it closely.
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S
SEA SPARROW wrinili
aboarid Entevprive. Big E bas returnod home.

Jlnﬂ'f i -'r'

i .lrf’n d far

the disgraceful acts that are happening
would be a thing of the past.

“1 sincerely hope every American
today looked at our flag and felt as
I did; that it stirred up the hearts of
our people . . . especially the wives
who have men in uniform and don’t
know why they are wearing it, or the
cause you men are defending. To have
a husband who is able to wear this
country’s uniform is a privilege and
shouldn’t be taken as lightly as some
do.

“In closing my letter tonight, 1
want to add I am very proud to be a
Navy wife . . . to have 2 man who
can do two jobs as well as you do:
serving his country and also holding
a family together. T know it must be
hard at times but you are doing a
superb job of it.

“My love goes to you in double
measure tonight, if that is possible, as
much as [ already love you. And my
debt of gratitude goes to vou and all
of vour fellow servicemen for having
the guts to stand up and defend our
God-given rights to be a free people.

“May God watch over the ship as
it goes on toward its final destination
and return it to us with a safe end-
ing.”

Intrepid envered combat under a
new skipper. He is Captain William
J. McVey, who relieved Captain John
W. Fair in a flight deck ceremony.

KITTY HAWK (CVA-63)

Commander Henry Urban, skipper
of CVW-11, was presented the Silver
Star for gallantry in action when he
led a strike mission from Kitty Hawh
against a thermal power plant in

Haiphong, North Vietnam, The pres-
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KITTY HAWK i anoiber Pacific
off Vietwam. Her pilots flew
entation, held aboard CVA-63 before
the ship returned to home port, San
Diego (NANetws, August 1967, p.
33), was made by Rear Admiral David
C. Richardson, commander of the
Seventh Fleet’s Attack Carrier Strik-
ing lorce.

HORNET (CVS-12)

Hornetf's 100,000th arrested landing
was logged by her skipper, Captain G.
H. Robertson, in an s-2& Tracker.
The ASW carrier, just turned 24 years
old in August, was operating in the
Tonkin Gulf off Vietnam.

TRIPOLI (LPH-10)

Marines stormed the beaches of
South Vietnam, 17 miles south of Da
Nang, and launched what was then
the latest in a series of Navy-Marine
amphibious assaults to keep enemy
forces in 1 Corps off balance. Opera-
tion Beacon Torch began on Tripoli's
flight deck as Marines of Battalion
Landing Team 2/3 boarded cri-46
helicopters in murky, pre-dawn dark-
ness and were flown into action.

combination are the

FATHER-SON licutenant
Giddens. The son (left) flies with VA-195,

Pleet carrvier thut bas vetwrned from o combal crnise o walers
10000 missions, dropped fwo million  pownds af ordnance.

KEARSARGE (CVS-33)

When he landed his sri-3 Sea King
aboard Kay as the CVS operated off
California, HS-6's Lt. Tom May had
recorded the squadron’s 10,000¢th flight
hour for the fiscal year just past,

ORISKANY (CVA-34)

Ens. R. E. (“Skip”) Foulks, Jr.,
VA-163, made Oriskany’s 121,000th
arrestment in an A-4E Skybawk.

TICONDEROGA (CVA-14)

For nearly eight years, Lt. Robert
G, Giddens, Sr., and Lt. Robert G.
Giddens, Jr., have been chasing each
other through the Navy's rank struc-
rure. This year the son finally caught
up with his father.

The younger Giddens entered the
Naval Academy in July 1959, a move
some say made him senior to his father.
Giddens, Sr., was then a chief aviation
ordnanceman, but less than two years
later he was commissioned a Ltjg. in
the LDO program.

When Giddens, Jt., graduated from
the Naval Academy as an ensign, he
was just a grade behind dad—but be-
fore he could catch up, his father was
promoted. Finally, this pust January,
the younger Giddens also put on the
“railroad track’ bars of a lieutenant.

Now Giddens, Jr., is a Naval Avia-
tor assigned to VA-195 and has had
two combat cruises with the squad-
ron. He has more than 100 missions
over Vietnam. His father, who joined
the Navy in 1941, is presently OinC
of the Airborne Underwater Weapons
Detachment at NAS JACKSONVILLE,
Florida.

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS



PRINCETON (LPH-5)

Princeton returned to home port,
Long Beach, to end a five-month de-
ployment to WestPac. During the
cruise, almost all of it spent in the
coastal waters off Vietnam, LPH-§
was involved in four major amphibious
assaults—Dbeginning  with  Operation
Beacon Hill One at Gio Linh and con-
cluding with Operation Hickory just
south of the “demilitarized zone.”

RANGER (CVA-61)

The Top Gunu is back with the Fleer.
An eight-month overhaul at the Puget
Sound Naval Shipvard completed,
Ranger is back at the business of
launching and recovering aircraft.

Now equipped with a variety of im-
provements and new systems, CVA-61
has also returned to Alameda, Calif.
The ship was homeported in Bremer-
ton while the overhaul was being held.
Now, her crew is undergoing training
before the ship deployvs to WestPac.

The carrier’s first arrested landing
since she entered the vard was made
by LCdr. Richard A. Barnes, pilot, and
Commander Donald M. Lynam, co-
pilor, in a c-1a Trader. Another
Trader, piloted by LCdr. D. W. Sealey,
logged the ship’s 90,000th arrestment.

BENNINGTON (CVS-20)

Benn crewmen have contributed
$5,108 to the Navy Relief Society in
Long Beach, Calif.

CONSTELLATION (CVA-64)

Connie was another Seventh Fleet
carrier to host CNO-designate, Adm.
Thomas H, Moorer.

CORAL SEA (CVA-43)

Along with the ASW carrier Kear-
sarge, Coral Sea joined the 32 ships,
17 air units and 15,000-plus men par-
ticipating in the First Fleer exercise
Dynamic Action off the coast of
Southern California. The fourth ma-
jor First Fleet exercise of 1967, Dy-
nmamic Action  was conducred to
enhance the proficiency of the partici-
pating units in antisubmarine warfare.

What was called the first operational
landing of the Navy's newest light
attack aircraft, the a-7a Corsair 1,
was made aboard Coral Sea by Com-
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ABOARD Awmerica, flight deck crewmen con-

diect w serubulown to vemove divd and greasr,

W
view of a “Miss  Jackson-
was  taken aboard CVA-3.

THIS intoresting
ville®  candidate

mander M. D. Blixt, C.O. of VA-122.
Another a-7 pilot, Commander Carl
Birdwell, VA-122"s X.0., made Coral
Sea’s 168,000th arrestment.
Arrestment number 169,000 soon
followed. Commander Charles R.
Gillespie, Jr., VF-151, made it when
he brought his r-+ Phantom 11 aboard
after completing a training mission.

‘GO" SIGN is given by forward catapul! officer

ATLANTIC FLEET

AMERICA (CVA-66)

A bit of old Scotland is represented
aboard Awmerica as a young Scottish
"laddie’s” bagpipe wails above the
sounds of a carrier operating in the
Med.

The young piper is AEAN Barry
Richie MacFarlane, of VE-33, a2 man
who is quick to emphasize the "Mac”
in his surname. He practices on his
Great Highland Warpipe ("bagpipe™
to the uninitiated) daily during off-
duty hours,

AOCM Eugene F. Spelman came up
$990 richer recently when America’s
C.Q., Captain D. D). Engen, presented
the CVA-66 crewman with a check
for a "beneficial suggestion™ that saved
the Navy an estimared $68,000. The
chief figured out a way o quickly
load target drones onto aircraft with
existing equipment, and in doing so
eliminated the need to buy specialized
gear that would otherwise have been
necessary to handle the same job.

America’s RVAH-5 is claiming a
record. According to the squadron’s
public affairs officer, LCdr. ]J. H.
Pirotte, the 68 consecurive launches
of ra-5¢ Vigiluntes without using on-
deck spares is a new high for this
particular feat. LCdr. Pirotte also
reported that his squadron’s mainte-
nance department has had 104 of 106
flights free of system discrepancies.

America as an F-4 Phantom wncars

al reniiril

time for launch. America was operating again in the Mediterrancan as @ wnit of the Sixth Fleet.
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ESSEX (CVS-9)

After making Bergen, Norway, her
first port of call during a four-month
cruise to the North Atlantic and the
Med, Fssex hosted three NATO ob-
servers as she joined with Norwegian,
Danish, Dutch and American forces
in combined exercises at sea,

While their ship was in Bergen, Es-
sex crewmen wasted no time in fur-
thering friendship with the Norwe-
gians. Activities scheduled by the
ship included a dance on board, tours
of Bergen and the surrounding moun-
tains and an “open house.”

SARATOGA (CVA-60)

Sara has joined the Sixth Fleet in the
Med. CVA-60 relieved Shangri La in
Pollensa Bay, Mallorea, to begin her
eighth cruise in the Med.

F. D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42)

Ltjg. Frank A. Escobar, VA-12,
made FDR's 162,000th arrested land-
ing in an A-4+ Skyhawk while the car-
rier was involved in training exercises
at the Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range
in the Caribbean near Puerto Rico.

INDEPENDENCE (CVA-62)

Captain Clarence A. Hill, Jr., re-
lieved Captain John P. Fox as C.0.
of Independence during a change-of -
command ceremony held aboard CVA-
62 while the carrier was in dry dock
at the Norfolk Naval Ship_\zlrd. Ports-
mouth, Va. The first Atlantic Fleet
carrier to serve off Inde-
pendence is now undergoing extensive

Vietnam,
overhaul.

WASP (CVS-18)

Wasp entered dry dock at the Bos-
ton Naval Shipyard, where she was
undergoing overhaul.

BOXER (LPH-4)

Another ship being worked on in
the Boston Naval Yard was Boxer.
The LPH had successful dock trials
but material problems caused delays
in completion of some work.

SHANGRI LA (CVA-38)

Soon after she returned to home
port, Mayport, Fla., Shang was under-
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way for the Norfolk Naval Shipyard
at Portsmouth, Va., to enter dry dock
for completion of a §1.5 million re-
pair and overhaul period that had been
started at the carrier basin in Mayport,

However, the stay in Norfolk was
not “all work and no play.” Shipyard
workers, for instance, turned girl-
watchers when 22 young ladies, all
contestants for the crown of “Miss
Jacksonville-1967,” boarded the car-
rier. It has been reliably reported that
the eyes of a few sailors were also
turned as the young ladies were given
a tour of the ship.

RANDOLPH (CVS-15)

Caprain Wynn V. Whidden became
Randolph’s 20th C.O. when he re-
lieved Captain William J. Moran dur-

ing a change-of-command ceremony,

LEXINGTON (CVS-16)

Lex erewmen, who have chalked
189,000-plus arrested landings to
lead the Fleet in this operation, are
now claiming that the 611 arrest-
ments they logged in one day’s opera-
tions represent a new record.

A‘BAWRRIER LANDING IN SEQUENCE

o w.. r =,

%
N

IN A PHOIO sequence faken by

VEP-63"s Li.

Harry

Sam pson in a reconnuissance jet, Lijg.

Tadn D, Sunde brings bis F-8C Crusader in for a barrvicade landing, made wecessary when the

aircraft's taill hook failed to function properly.  From top, the sequence shows Lijg. Sande

bringing bis jet (1) “over the bump,” (2) "in the groove,” (3] “into the net” and (4) "home

wife I the landing aboard the USS Owviskany, the aircraft wwas only slightly damaged.
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WST INCREASES VP-30°S COMBAT READINESS

AProduct of The LS Noval

Training Device Center

ORION WEAPON SYSTEMS TRAINER, DEVELOPED BY U.S. NAVAL TRAINING DEVICE CENTER, IS USED BY VP-30 TO MAINTAIN READINESS

SIN(_I EARLY this year, VP-30 has
increased its combat readiness by
the regular use of the r-3a Weapon
Systems Trainer (WST), Naval Train-
ing Device 2F69B, which simulates the
operational aspects of p-3  Orion,
BulNo. 152140. ‘The device is also
used at NAS Morrert and NAS
BrUNswICK.

Fleet testing and evaluation were
done by a team from VP-30, con-
sisting of LCdr. F. P. Giglotti, Com-
NavAirLant p-3 Nators evaluator;
LCdr. E. C. Bernard (later relieved
by Lt. E. L. Bleynat), ComNavAir-
Lant r-3 Tacco Nartors evalua-
tor; and ADCS E. V. Phelps, AXC
C. E. Smith, AXC P. B. McCullough,
AX1 W. E. Squires. Acceptance

checks were completed in Dec. 1966,

iy

CREW MEMBERS LEARN TO HANDLE THE P-3 JOB AT THEI

SEPTEMBER 1967

Developed and produced by the Link
Group of General Precision, Inc., for
the U. S. Naval Training Device Cen-
ter, the completely computerized WST
is housed in two expandable-side
trailers: the Operational Flight Trainer
(OFT) in one, the tactics trainer in
the other. These units can be operated
individually in the uncoupled mode or
simultaneously as a weapon systems
trainer in the coupled mode.

The cockpit training area, located
in the OFT, includes the flight instruc-
tor's trouble console at which the
instructor can insert abrupt malfunc-
tions which simulate actual emergen-
cies which the pilor might encounter
in the aircraft. The OFT is so con-
structed as to provide actual cockpit
motion of =15 roll, ==6° pitch,

s =

R STATIONS

P-3 TACTICS INSTRUCTORS CHECK OUT CREWMEN'S PROFICIENCY

vertical .u.‘«‘.clcrarian. and a cumpfctc
range of weather effects,

The second trailer houses the WST
and incorporates the Orion’s sophisti-
cated tactical equipment. Many tac-
tical situations can be programmed.
The computers are programmed in a
matter of minutes and are able to
handle the varied ractical situations
which might be encountered in ASW,

The instructor monitors the prob-
lem by the use of a projection plotter
which plots aircraft and targets in
varied color traces. A digital read-out
enables the instructor to read range
and bearing from any target to the
aircrafe or from any sonobuoy to any
target in either yards or miles, The
instructor points out alternatives or
mistakes as the problem progresses.
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CAT

_—— CLEAR AIR TURBULENCE
(" 7l (cAT) 1S OFTEN DESCRIGED
25 AS A RANDOM
AR PHENOMENON. PILOTS
, 7 VX WAVE REPORTED
oR2 ) . CLEAR AIR TURBU-
LENCE AT SPECIFIC
POINTS ALONG AN
AIRWAY, HOWEVER
AIRCRAFT FOLLOWING
CLOSELY BEHIND
HANE NOT ENCOUN-
TERED T

ONE EXPLANATION IS
THAT THE ZONE IN
WHICH CONDITIONS
ARE FAVORARBLE FOR
THE FORMATION OF
TURBULENCE 18
USUALLY WERY SMALL
AND, TO COMPOUND
THE PROBLEM OF
LOCATION, THE 1ONE
15 OFTEN MIGRATORY

CLEAR AIR TURBU-

LENCE OCCURS MOST

FREQUENTLY IN THE
NACINATY OF JET

STREAMS, ALTHOUGH
EVERY JET STREAM
1S NOT NECESSARILY
A IONE OF CAT

THERE ARE THREE AREAS \N THE
VICINITY OF THE JET STREAM
THAT ARE FAVORABLE FOR CAT
(1) ON THE ANTICYCLONIC SIDE
OF THE JET,USUALLY TO THE SOUTH
OR EAST, AND AT THE LEVEL OF
THE JET AXIS (2) OM THE CYCLONIC
S\DE, NORMALLY TO THE NORTHOR
WEST, NEAR THE TROPOPAUSE, (3)
BENEATH THE JET AXIS \N THE VIC
INITY OF THE POLAR FRONT,

]
REDUCING AIR SPEED AND
CHANGING ALTITUDE BY 500
TO 1,000 FEET 1S SUGGESTED
\F CLEAR AR TURBULENCE 1S
ENCOUNTERED IN A FLIGHT
PARALLEL TO THE JET STREAM,

IF TURBULENCE 15 ASSOCIATED
WITH A TEMPERATURE CHANGE
THE TURBULENT ZONE WILL
USUALLY BE
TRAVERSED
IN A SHORT TIME

|F THE COURSE
1o MAINTAINED,

R L

Weather Command Ready
Is Directly Responsible to CNO

On July 1, the Naval Weather
Service Command was established and
activated under a commander who
reports directly to the Chief of Naval
Operations. Its headquarters are lo-
cated in the Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, D.C., 20390,

The mission of the command is to
insure the fulfillment of the Navy's
meteorological well  as
DOD’s requirements for oceanographic
analyses and forecasts. The command
will also provide technical guidance

needs  as
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in meteorological matters throughout
the naval service, Fleet Weather Cen-
trals and Facilities will have concur-
rent  responsibility to Fleet Com-
manders in Chief and the Chief of
Naval Air Training who will exercise
control over the product output to
meet the requirements of the operating
forces.

CNO delegates the command of the
following activities to the Command-
er, US. Naval Weather Service Com-
mand: (1) Headquarters, Naval
Weather Service Command; (2) Fleet
Weather Centrals (Suitland, Alameda,
Guam, Kodiak, Pear]l Harbor and Rota,

Spain); (3) Fleet Weather Facilities
(Argentia, Nfld.; Quonset Point,
Norfolk, Jacksonville, San Diego, Lon-
don, Keflavik, Tceland; Yokosuka,
Japan; Sangley Point, R.P.); and (4)
the Fleet Numerical Weather Facility,
Monterey, California.

Planes to Seed Hurricanes
For 1967 ‘Stormfury' Experiments
Scientists from the Environmental Sci-
ence Services Administration (ESSA)
are prepared to have 1967 hurricanes
seeded with silver iodide in a con-
tinued effort to learn whether the
storms’ violence can be lessened.

Plans for Project Stormfury have
been announced by Dr. Robert M.
White, ESSA administrator, and Cap-
tain E. T. Harding, commander of
the Naval Weather Service Command.

Project Stormfury, first established
in 1956, is a joint Department of Com-
merce (ESSA) and Department of
Defense (U.S. Navy) program of
scientific experiments designed to ex-
plore the structure and dynamics of
hurricanes and tropical storms.

Until October 15, Stormfury sci-
entists, aircraft and flight crews will
be on 48-hour alert, ready to proceed
to the staging base at NS RooseviLl
Roabs, Puerto Rico, from which hur-
ricane-seeding missions will be flown.

Seeding will be performed by a-6
Intruder aircraft from VA-35, based
at NAS Oceaxa, Va., and com-
manded by Commander Glenn E.
Kollmann.

Super Constellation we-121N air-
craft, belonging to the Hurvicane
Huniers of VW-4 based at NAS
JacksoNviLLE, provide airborne con-
trol of all planes in the operation
and measure numerous meteorological
parameters. Commander John V.
Lawrence is the squadron’s com-
manding officer.

As many as 14 planes provided by
the Navy, ESSA and the Air Force
are taking part in this year's opera-
tions. As a Navy Inmtruder releases
silver iodide generators, the other air-
craft, flying at levels from 1,000 ro
40,000 feet, observe and record con-
ditions before and after seeding.

In addition to seeding the hurri-
cane eyewall, Project Stormfury is
investigating the effects of seeding
hurricane rainbands—narrow  strips
of heavy precipitation found at some
distance from the hurricane eye.

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS



PERSONAL GLIMPSES

tditons. (ownen

DREAM GIRL. “If I ever fly again,
it will be mild in comparison 1o flying
with the Blue Angels,” said Mrs.
Bonnie LeMaster of Marion, Ind.

In a five-year dream come true, the
petite Hoosier had her first airplane
ride—with Lt. Dave Rougering in the
Blues® TF-9 orientation plane.

Mrs. LeMaster’s campaign for a
flight started five years ngo when she
was inspired by an Air Force Thunder-
birds® show. After lengthy eorrespond-
ence with Pensacola. a letter of certifi-
cation as a reporter for her hometown
newspaper and the obtaining of her
hushand’s approval. a date with the
famed Blue Angels a1t NAS Pensacola
was set,

Made an honorary member of the
team at the conclusion of the flight,
Mrs, LeMaster smiled and said, “It's
the most wonderful thing that ever
happened to me. I'll be the envy of
every boy in Marion.™

Study in Psychology. An aircraft
arriving for overhaul ar the Naval
Air Rework Facility, NAS AraMepa,
is derisively referred to as a “pig.”
As it advances through the assembly
line, the names become progressively
less venomous. From “pig,” it ad-
vances to “animal,” to “dodo bird”
and so on, until it finally emerges, in
all its epoxy-painted splendor, ar the
end of the line. Then it's "What a
looker!™

MINL.FLIGHT DECK. Operating
from what is probably the world's
smallest flonting flight deck. a UH-1D
Huey helicopter  performs  routine
landings and takeofls. A detachable
platform. installed on a Navy armored
troop carrier, expands the flexibility
of the Mobile Riverine Foree in the
Mekong Delta.

Name Change. A mid-air collision
put VR-30%s Lt. Joe Rozic in the
headlines when his c-2a tangled with
a pigeon—at 9,000 feer. The impact
punched a hole right through the nose
section. Some weeks later, the same
pilot, flying the same plane, struck
another bird.

Lt. Rozic is now “Birdman of VR-
30." A suggestion has been made that
the c-2"s name be changed from Grey-
hound to Bird Dog.
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A BONNIE ‘BLUE ANGEL'

REAL CAN OF WORMS. POl
Mark G. Powell and Wayne B. Myers,
who have re-established the worm farm
aboard NS Keflavik, are working on a
solution to their production problem.

Both avid fishermen, the sailors ae-
gquired the farm from Manuel Oliver,
another penty officer who has since
left the station. Although they have
increased their inventory from 172 1o
about 800 worms and night crawlers
(the crawlers are for breeding pur-
poses), the men believe a larger stock
is required to meet potential demands
of other fishermen on the base,

“In the near future, I'm going to
build a worm shocker,” said Myers,

A shocker is an eleetric shock deviee
which eauses worms to hot-foot it out
of the ground. It is a probe inserted
into the soil where worms are known
to be. When eurrent is applied. the
ereatures get ont fast—and presuma-
bly leap gratefully into the waiting
hands of Powell and Myvers.

It sounds like more fun than fishing.

Anchors Away, The new book on
North Island, Jackrabbits to Jets, in
cludes this tale involving a pilot in
the early days:

“Ens. Emory Haskell, an aviator
of exceptional sartorial splendor, came
to the seaplane ramp one day, an-
nouncing that he planned to establish
an altitude record. The CPO carried
Ens. Haskell on his shoulders from the
beach to the seaplane which was riding
at anchor in several feet of water. A
60-pound beat anchor was used for
mooring the plane.

“The airplane was readied for flight.
Haskell taxied out into the bay, swung
into the wind and gunned ir. He
rocked back and forth, crossing his
own wake in a futile attempt to get
off the water. . . .

"Finally, Ens. Haskell gave up and
went back to the beach where he
reprimanded the Chief for sending
him out in a ship that wouldn’t fly.
The CPO received permission to try
to see what was wrong. He climbed
aboard and #his time the anchor line
was cast off. . . . The Chief rook the
plane up and reported back that she
was adequate and ready to fly. Flas-
kell's reaction was not recorded.”

™

WORLD'S SMALLEST FLOATING FLIGHT DECK?
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LETTERS

Origin of ‘Greek Fire’

Siis: As one of those odd characters doing
Naval Aviation and flight safety from a desk,
I read with interest your RH-3A Nam-Dee-
Doo article in Niaval Awviation News (May
1967, pp. 6-8).

As 2 member of a Micro-Navy (which, of
course, rests—as all navies do—aon theee col-
umns: “Mines, mines, and mines’), I am
sorcy not to be able to amend this article
with opinion of mine experts, but I ¢an cor-
pect a small mistake: “Greek fire" cannot be
traced to the days of Alexander the Grear,
and, furthermore, has nothing to do with
mine warfare. May 1 lecture?

“Greek fire” was invented in AD. 671 after
five years of research by a Syran engineer

called Callinicus  (Greek: Kallinikes) who
came from Heliopolis 1o serve the Byzantine
emperor, Constantine 1V.  Callinicus  very

probably knew of the recipe of a Greek
engineer named Martines, who assisted Justini-
an D's General Belisar (East Roman Com-
mander in Chief) and General Narses (first
Exarch of the East Roman Province at Rav-
enna) in winning wars in Iraly against Vandals
and Goths (A.D. §35, A.D. 554, respectively)
by burning their ships with a material which
could mot be extinguished by water.

General Leontios of Anatolia, Defender of
Constantinople, was provided just in time
with a dark oily composition which is be-
lieved to have consisted of native asphalt,
sulphur, naphtha, saltpetre (mitre) and lime.
Against these hundreds and hundreds of big
Arab dromonds and Saracen selanders attack-
ing the town in AD. 677, Greek fire was
ejected from the Theodorian Wall by cara-
pults and, by means of large pairs of bellows,
driven out of iron tubes which had been in-
stalled aboard “harbor defense cutters.” The
floating fire destroyed the entire Mohammedan
fleet of Admiral Muawija and his son Jesid
and liberated Constantinople.

Roughly 300 years later we again hear that
this mysterious predecessor of napalm saved
Constantinople whea Igor of Kiew (AD. 912-
94%), a Swedith Viking from the Varangian
Family. lost his entire Russian fleer by Greek
fire in front of the Fast Roman metropolis
(AD. 941), thus being forced to open his
country to Christan influgnces (AL 945),

That’s it

Hokst DIETER MAURER
LUdr. GeN
CinC, German Fleet Hdatrs,
MHQ Meierwik
P.O. Box 800
2302 Glucksburg, Germany

Enlisted Reserve Reunion

Siws: The annual conference of the Naval
Fnlisted Reserve Association will be held at
the Hamilton Hotel, Washington, D.C., on
Ocotber 27 and 28. For inquiries or reserva-
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tions, former enlisted Reservists should write
to address indicated below.

Duxcan Fowsyry, Jr
Nationnl President

Box 7111, Ben Franklin Sta.
Washington, D.C., 20044

New Name, Old Address

China Lake Gets Center Status

The Naval Ordnance Test Station
at China Lake officially became the
Naval Weapons Center (NWC) on
July 1. The center includes the ori-
ginal station and the Naval Ordnance
Laboratory at Corona, now called the
Naval Weapons Center, Corona Lab-
oratories.

The Pasadena Laboratories become
headquarters for the new Naval Un-
dersea Warfare Center (NUWC) and
will include undersea technicians from
both the former NOTS and the former
Naval Electronics Laboratory (NEL)
at San Diego. NUWC will retain the
ranges and personnel at Morris Dam,
Long Beach and San Clemente Island.

The former NEL, San Diego, be-
comes the Naval Command Control
Communications Laboratory Center.

All three commands will report di-
rectly to the Chief of Naval Material.

New Medical Service Wings
Worn at Aerospace M.D. Meeting

Aviation experimental psychologists
and aviation physiologists wore their
gold wings for the first time at the
recent meeting in Washington, D.C.,
of the Aerospace Medical Association.
Under Secretary of the Navy Robert
H. B. Baldwin on April 12 approved
a change in regulations, permitting the
insignia to be worn by the newest
members of the Navy's aviation team.

Similar to the insignia of the flight
surgeons, the Medical Service Corps
gold oak leaf replaces the Medical
Corps leaf with acorn.

In February 1966, aviation experi-
mental psychologists and aviation
physiologists were designated as crew
members and ordered to duty involy-
ing flying. This relatively small group
of highly-specialized officers, approxi-
mately 65 in number, is assigned such
duties as in-flight analysis of human
performance in training and Fleet
operations. They also provide training
for all aircrew personnel in protective
equipment and egress systems, as well
as test and evaluate new aircraft
systems.

NAVAL AVIATION FILMS

Among the latest motion picture films re-
leased by the Film Distribution Division, u.s.
Naval Photographic Center, the following
should prove of particular interest:

MN-10134] (unclassified): T-28 Standard
Operating Procedures—Carvier Landing Pro-
codures.  Techniques for making the firss
carrier landing. 12 minutes,

MN-10376 (unclassified): Ready on Arrival,
The story of attack airceaft carriers and the
men who man them. 29 minutes.

MN-9§50C  (confidential):  The Bullpup
Weapon System—Bullpmp AGM-12B Missile;
Handling and Aircvaft Checkont Procedures
(). 29 minutes.

MN-9550D  (confidential): The Bullpup
Weapon System—Bullpup AGM-12C Missile;
Handling and Aiveraft. Checkont Procedures
(Uy. 2§ minutes.

MN-9550F  (confidentialy: The DBullpup
Weapon System—Flying Bullpup With Adap-
tive Controls (U). Flying the AGM-128B and
AGM-12C from launch to impact. Explana-
tion and advantages of the adaptive control
system (7). 14 minutes.

MN-10127A (unclassified): Basic Aerody-
mamici—Aeradynamic Force and the Co-cffi-
cient of Lift. Meaning of aerodynamic force
and the lift component, 23 minutes.

MN-10134F (unclassified): T-28§ Standard
Operating  Procedures. Airwork procedures
and techniques for the student aviator to
follow to accomplish basic airwork in the
T-28. 14 minutes.

MN-10134H (unclassified): T-28 Standard
Operating Procedures—TField Eniry amd Land -
ing Procedurer. Procedures and techniques
for entering the traffic pattern at an uncon-
trolled field, and landing the aircraft on any
field. 12 minutes.

MN-10134H (unclasified): T-28 Standard
Operating Procedures—Emvrgency Procedures.
Correct procedures to follow for making
safe landings in the T-28 in the event of
engine failure or other emergency. 9 minutes.

MN-10154T (unclassified): T-28 Standard
Operating Procedures.  Field carricr  proce-
dures for field carrier landings. 16 minutes.

MN-10217 (unclussified): Medical Tnvvsti-
wattons of Afrcraft Accidents. Procedures for
sealuating  human fagrers invalved in naval
aircraft aceidents, 20 minutes.

MC-10392 (unclassified) : Te Catch u Shad-
ow. The modern ASW force in actiom, Ex-
terior and interior shots of the P-3A Orion as
it patrals, detects and attacks an enemy sub-
marine dutring an acrual ASW exercise in the
Pacific.

Note: Distribution of the “Obsolete Film
List” (FD-1551) has been restricted to film
{ibraries listed in OpNav Instruction 3150.6C,
the Navy Film Caralog (NavWers 10-1-777)
and supplements.  Activities stocking obsolete
films must turn in prints to authorized film
libraries for inspection and disposal.

Instructions for obtaining prints of newly
released films are contained in OpNav In-
struction 1151.1D.

29 minures,

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS



Fighter Squadron Fourteen, led by Commander J. H. Koach, is home-based at
NAS Cecil Field, Fla. lts record of continuous active service began in Septem-
ber 1919. Since that time, the ‘Top Hatters’ have flown 20 different types of
aircraft from sixteen aircraft carriers and several battleships and cruisers.




FROM NEWPORT TO THANH HOA

... and from Memphis to Saint Joe, too. That's where Naval
Aviation News goes. The News is your medium for keeping
up with aviation developments. The News is a bridge con-
necting the Atlantic and Pacific with buttresses in Washing-
ton and every shore base. Is your unit providing news items
every month to keep others informed of what you're doing?




