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1. Enclosutes (l) through (15) are forwarded in accordance with reference (a). 

2. Unit Location. In &ccotdance with references (b) and (c) NMCB FIVE was 
deployed to Camp Shield•, Okin&wa; Nam Phong, Thailand; the Republic of the 
Philippines; Taipei , Taiwan; Iwakuni and Ateugi, Japan; China Lake, California; 
and Guam. Encloeure (1) describes the unit locations and task assignments. 

3. Uni t Moves. NHCB FIVE deployed on .L2 May 1972 and returned to homeport on 
21 December 1972. Other unit movements during this period are summarized in 
encloauf'e (2). 

4. Significant Events. A summary of aisnificant events t occurred during 
<ho doplo,...< opp~<• •• •o<l•o•<• (3) ~ L A 
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A. Decail RAVEN Headquarters Support Activity Toipei, Taiwan 
27 April 1972 to 27 Hay 1972 and 21 September 1972 co 20 December 1972 
1 Officer/42 Enlisted 

Detail RAVEN was tasked with the conatructton of a new librarv extension 
and alterations to two vinga oC an existing barracks building in the HSA East 
Compound. Work on the barracka COllll!enced prior co tha continRencv 110unt out 
in late Hay. Upon redeployuient to Taipei in September the detail vas tasked 
with the constructio11 of Cour duplex cabins at the Camp HcCauley &each Area 
and CDmpletion of the barracks rehab job. No work waa performed on the lib
rary extension. 

8. Detail FALCON Naval Weapons C£nter China Laite, California 
10 Hay 1972 to 25 May 1972 and 15 September 1972 to 20 Dec~er 1972 
1 Officer/33 Enl.iated 

Detail FALCON deployed to China Lake in Hay caaked with building a 110bile 
hmae trailer park. During the two weeks before the contingency redeployment, 
demolitl.o11 of existing structures and clean up of cha area waa cOllpleted. Ut>-

, on the return of FALCON in Septeiaber the tasking included the cot1pletion of 
that trailer park project as well aa directins salf help projects at both China 
Lake and Fallon , Nevada. 

c. Deteil HAll!t Naval Station Subic Bay, Republic of Philippine.a 
30 April 1972 to 9 June 1972 
2 Officers/99 Enliated/30 Enlisted from NMCB THRf.E and NMCB ONETHIRTY
THREE 

Detail llAWK was tasked vith completion of the P-703 Hnuain11 ralocation 
project from Ssngley Point to Subic Bay that was commenced by NMCB FIVE Detail 
CLYDESDALE in July of 1971 and continued by NHCB ONETHIRTY-THREE Detail WALLA&Y. 
Detail llAWK was also tasked with conetructing the P-3 Rinse Rack at Cubi Point 
and providing the Naval Magazine Subic Bay with 29 men to lQad and transport 
ordnance. Detail HAWK was not reestablished after completion of the Nam Phon11 
projects as NMC8 FORTY had taken over the assigned workload. 

D. Eguipment Cycling Detail MCAS lwakunl, Japan 
30 April 1972 to 20 December 1972 
0 Of ficer/2 Enlisted 

One Construction Mechanic and one Equipment Operator took cuatody of the 
construction equipment at the Seabee Compound at Iwakuni, Japan and were task
ed wlth maintaining chat equipment in good condition and accepting new equip
aent when it was received there. It wsa planned that a eonatruction detail 
composed of Detail FALCON would be sent to Ivakuni in late July or August task
ed with construction of the Confinement Facility and a Marine Corps Exchange 
Wat"ehouse Building. The comb1nation of the redeployment of the entire Bat
talion to Thailand and some delays on completion of cha plans and apecifi~tiona 
for the Iwakuni projectB d~ctated that NMCB FIVE would not undertake any con
atruccion at the site. 
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B. NMCB Fm: Main Body Camp Shiel.de, Okinawa 
14 ~y 1972 to l June 1972 and 7 September 1972 to 20 December 1972 
19 Officer•/400 Enli•ted 

The Advance Party deployed to Okinawa in late April to perform the BEEP 
and prepare for relieving NMCB-133 aa the PaciCic Alert Battalion. Although 
the Battalion was tasked vi.th construction projects at MCAS Futema, Naval 
l'ad.licy White Beach, Ammunition Supply Point-Two and within Camp Shields, 
very little productive effort waa expanded on these projects in Key aa the 
Battalion concentrated on preparing to 1110unt out an Air Datachinenc and the 
Main Body. 

Upon return to Okinawa in September the Battalion waa tasked with reopen-
ing the jobs at the sites mentioned above. Additionally NMCB FIVE took on the 
very important task of receiving a new tent camp, equipment, repair parts, tool•, 
and su11plies shipped back from Thailarul and from J?ort liuanema with cha goal of 
organizing and preparing thie material into Alert Battalion Status. 
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F. Detail FAGLE Nam Phong, Thailand 
26 Hay 1972 to 1 June 1972 
3 Off icers/94 Enlisted 

Detail EAGLE was the name given the Air Detachment that mounted out to Nam 
Phong with the task of establishing a bsse camp for the Main Body of the Bat
talion and commencing work on some operational requirements for the air field. 
Detail EAGLE brought the tent camp with it from Okinawa as well as the Air Det 
equipment and supplies. Before the Detail was disestablished by the arrival 
of the Commanding Officer and elements of the Main Body, the camp area was 
well under construction, work had commenced on pioneering of an ammo storage 
facility and construction of a l'AFDS, and MLO had started its monumental task 
of receiving, storing and issuing material for all the projects. 

G. Main Body "MCAS llOSE GA.ROEN" Nam Phong, Thailand 
1 June 1972 to 7 September 1972 
23 Off icers/515 Enlisted/29 Enlisted Men Augment from NMCB FOUR 

NMCB-5, as the Pacific Alert Battalion, was tasked with mounting out fro~ 
its main body site in Okinawa and detail sites in California, Taiwan and the 
Philippines to Nam Phong, Thailand, to establish its own self-sufficient base 
ca~p snd conduct construction support to Task Force Delta, an element of the 
First Mari.ne Air Wing. Included in the consnuction tasking were: tactical 
and bulk fuel fa~s; ammunition dump and ready issue point; cantonment for 
3000 men including berthing, messing and shower facilities; coD111Unications cen
ter; helicopter apron; expanded fixed wing apron; hangar and maintenance facil
ities; hospital/dental facility; squadron, group and task force administrative 
areas; base maintenance and supply areas; 20-mile road system; electrical paver 
distribution and water storage, purification and distribution systems . 
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H. Detail HABU Camp Shields, Okinawa 
1 June 1972 to 1 September 1972 
0 Officer/29 Enlisted 

Detail HABU waa tasked with maintenance of Camp Shields and all of the 
construction equipment located there as well as support to the main body at 
Nam Phong, Thailand, by expediting supplies and repair parts. 

I. Delay Party "MCAS ROSE GARDEN" Nam Phong, Thailand 
7 September 1972 to 20 December 1972 
4 Off icers/134 Enlisted 

The Delay Party was tasked with placing Soil Cement and a Double Bituminous 
Surface Treatment on the 4 1/2-mile Ammunition Haul Road as well as completion 
and final work on all roads and drainage systems. Additiol'8lly, MUSE generating 
stations and power distribution systems were constructed a~, the flight line and 
in the cantonment area. In October, most men redeployed to Okinawa leaving l 
Officer and 10 enlisted men behind to do minor maintenance on the equipment .. 

J. SELF-HELP Detail NAF Atsugi, Japan 
11 October 1972 co 8 December 1972 
0 Officer/7 Enlisted 

Five Builders and one Steelworker under the direction of a First Class Builder 
were casked with placing 150 stnall slabs to serve as foundations for small tool 
sheds in the housing area. Additionally, one 42'X80' slab was placed. 

K. Detail GOSHAWK Camp Covington, Guam 
7 November 1972 to 20 December 1972 
0 Officer/27 Enlisted 

Detail GOSHAWK, made up of 12 BU's and 16 EO's, was sent TAD to NMCB FORTY 
on Guam to assist with the finish construction work on the landscaping and final 
road preparation prior to asphalt paving . 

L. SEABEE TEAM 0520 Ponape, Trust Territ ories of the Pacific Islands 
19 June 1972 
1 Officer/12 Enlisted 

Tasked with civic action projects and construction assistance for the islantl 
villages and people. Projects included the reconstruction of buildings damaged 
during typhoon Lola, dredging for a pier, construction of a Sokehs Municipal 
Building, road construction through a dense rain forest and a ~ater system for 
Potopot Kitti Municipality. Additionally, the Hospital Corpsman treated hundreds 
of patients of the outer areas of Ponape. 

M. SEABEE TEAM 0521 Truk, Trust Ttrritories of the Pacific Islands 
19 June 1972 
1 Officer/12 Enlisted 

Tasked with civic action projects and construction assistance for the island 
villages and people. 
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A. 27 April 1972. Dcc1il RAVEN ' • advance party dcparr"d Pof't lluenet11f! for 
Haadquartera Support Activity, Taipei, T1lvan. 

9. 28 April 1972. Oki11.1wu advance party cocprl1cd of S Offtcer1 and 110 IM!n 
dcp1rted Port Hueneme tor Cacp Sht1ld1, Oktn1wa. 

C. 30 April 1972. Detail HAl/1< 1
1 advance partv oC l Officer end 20 111en departed 

Port HuenCllle for NAS Cub! Point, Republic or Phillpplne1. 

D. 30 April 1972. Advance party left Port Hueneme for MCAS Ivakunl, Japnn to 
BEEP equipinent at that lite. 

!. 10 May 1972. Detail FALCON'• advance party deploved to )NC ChilUI I.Ake to 
prepare berthi.na areas and oraanize ror cammenc«'!:lt'nt o! project. 

F. 12 !Uy 1972. SlfCB Fl'V! min body deployed from Port HuenP.!!le to Camp Shields 
Olr.lnawa. Included on •In bodv fUght to OIUIUlllll verc the n of both De
tal11 llA\.'K and llAVEN. Drtail HAWK continued on s:i- aircraft to Cubt 
Point In the Philippine1 • 

C. lS May 1972. Detail FALCON depJovcd to IM: China Lakc fTos Port llucn_.. 

R. 18 ~av 1972. Detail RAV!!I dcploved frOll Caap Shield•, Okiruowa to HSA Tai
pei, Ta iwan. 

l. 25 Hav 1972. Detail FALCON red~ploved to Port Ruenallle fr011 China Lake in 
preparation for the Battalion redtploV111~nt to Thailand. 

J. 26-27 May 1972. Detail !ACLI!, Al r lletachllll!nt , lllOunted out to NAii PhonR, 
Th.atland vith Air Det equipment, tools, nupplie1, and entire Rattallon 
tent cup city. 

K. 26 Hay l972. Tvency-seven !qul ... nt Operatora , a portion of Detail HAWK, 
returned to Camp Shield• from the Philippines co a11l1t in the aount out 
operation. 

L. 30 May 1972. Detail RAV£N returned to Okinawa froai HSA Talv•n. 

M. 1-3 June 1972. C-141 cargo flight• loaded prl11U1rllv with pallet• o( aun
pllaa, tools, repair parts or equipment carried the ml'Jn bodv o( the Rat
talion, 8-14 men per flight to Nam Phong , Thailand. 

N. 3 June 1972. Detail FALCON along with men designated to deplov to Adak 
for Self Help jobs , Fleet Tran1fera and recent graduat .. of Co111Al schools 
arrived in Thailand after a circuttoua fll&ht across the Pacific. 

O. 9 June 1972. The balance of Detail HA\11C chat bad not rrturned to Okinawa 
arrived in Na• Phong on a C-141 fliaht froa Cubi Point. 

P. 19 June 1972. Seabee Tc ... 0520 and 0521 deploved to Guam for lndocrrlna• 
t ton and to await further trnruiiiortatJoo to the bland• of Pona1>t1 l'nd 
Truk. 
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Q. 27 June 1972. Tlilent'>·-ntne men, voluntnr Consrructfon Mechanics arul t:quip-
111ent Operatora from NMC8-4 arrlved in Th'l LI and after aeveral dava of fl l•ht 
across the Pnc l f ic fr- Port Hueneme. 

R. 13 August 1972. The augment detail from ~"IC8•4 and 18 men from Nl1CB-S 
due for aeparatlon or transfer departed Sa.~ PhonR for SAS Point ~u(tU, 
California. 

S. 21 August 1972. One Otf lcer and 13 enlisted men departed Sltm Phong for 
Camp Shields to reopen barracks and gallev. 

T. 31 August 1972. rtve Officers and 82 enlisted men redeploved to Cami> 
Shields from !'8• Phong to reopen the cai:ip and construction project~. 

U. 6-7 September 1972. Eight Officers and 190 enllated men , comprising the 
Main Bodv, redeployed from Nam Phong to C.mp Shields , Okino"'•· 

\'. 15 September 1972. Tvcnty-six ""'n of Oe~U FALCON deploved Crom Na• 
Phong to NAS Point Mugu ror further trnnstt to ~'We: Chlna Lalte. 

I.I, 21 SeptWDber 1972. Twenty-seven inen aHlJlned to Detail RAVF.N deplovt>d frMD 
Oklnalila to Taipei. Taiwan for further trallJlportat!on to r.amo McCauley. 

X. ll October 1972. Seven ~en assigned to a Self-Helo Uetail deployed from 
Oki.na"a to NAf A tsug i • Japan. 

Y. 14-15 October 1972. 110 men and 3 Officara aaaiRned to Delav ra r tv re
turned to Camp Shields from Sam Phong. 

z. 1 November 1972. Detail GOSHAllK d•ployed from Okinawa to Guam to aaeisc 
~'MCB-40 in CO!llpletion of Camp Covington. 

AA. 4 December 1972. Advance Party redeployed frCHa Camp Shieldd, Okinawa to 
Port Hueneme to prepare for the return of the Moin Body and to organize 
the Battalion hom•port tr~ning progra111. 

88. 8 December 1972. Self-Help Oeta~ returned frcta ~AF At•ugi, Japan , to 
Camp Shield•, Okinawa. 

CC. lS December 1972. Relllllining paraonnel fror1 !lam Phong, Thailand returned 
to Okinawa. 

OD. 18 December 1972. Detail RAVEN returned to Camp Shields , OkinBWll in prep
aration for redeplo}'lDl!nt to CONUS with Hain Body. 

EE. 21 December 1972. Main Body returned co Port Hueneme, California on four 
separate flighce. 
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A. 17-20 April 1972. Exerct.se Sky-Move l-72, a s:lmu.lated Air Detactment 
1DC1unt out wu conducted at CBC Port Hueneme. 

8 • 27-30 April 1972. Advance parties deployed from Port Huene~e to future 
si.tee in Okinawa, Hain Body; Taiwan , Detail RAVEN; Subic Bay ,1nd Cubi 
Point, Detail HAWK; and Iwaltunl, Jspan. 

C. l Hay 1972. Turnover procedures including the BEEP of battalion equipment 
commenced at all sites in preparntion for relieving NMCB-133. 

D. S May 1972. First message received alerting the THIRTIETH !laval Construc
tion Regillf!nt, and the Alert Battalion that a contingencv construction 
operation was a poeeibility. 

E. 8 Hay 1972. Commander IL D. KEEGAN relieved C4ptaln D. W. WITTSCHElBBE 
as Connander, THlRl'lETB Naval Construction Regiment ln a formal cereaiony 
at Camp Shielda , Okinawa . RAd11 R. E. FOWLER, CTI' 72; Capt BARTLEY, Chief 
of StaCf COMCBPAC; Cdr C. I. . Smith, C. O. NHCB THREE were in attendance. 

F . 10 May 1972. Cdr R. J . Hcl:IUOH JR., Commanding Officer , U. S. Naval Mobila 
Conetruction Battalion FIVE arrived at Camp Shield1. The BEEP between h'MC81 
FIVI! and ONE THIRTY-THREE vu Connally co11>pl.eted. 

C. U May 1972. RAdJI S. C. REEVE, USN , visited Camp Sbilllda and aet with 
Supply Corps Officers of the R~iment and both Battalione. 

8. 14 May 1972. Main Body flight• carrying personnel for Okina~a . Taiwan and 
the Philippines arrived at Kadena Air Force Base. NMC8 FIVE officially re
Ueved N!'ICB ONE TBIRTY-Tl!REE a1 the Pacific AleL"t Battalion. 

I. lS Hay 1972. Okinawa revereion day to the government of Japan. Japanese 
National Ensign flown above Camp Snields along with the United States Ensign. 

J. 17 Hay 1972. Cdr R. J. KcllUCR Jlt., and Ltjg J. R. EVANS departed from 
Okinawa with BCen A. W. O'DONNELL and mlll:lbera of the staff of Ill HAl' 
and the FIRST HAW for Bangkok and Nam Phong, Thailand , on a site s:urvey 
of the !uture deployment site. 

It . 21 Hay 1972. Cdr G. I.. SMnH, c. o. ~"!CB THREE, l.Cdr o. L. OLSEN, S-l, 
NMCB THREE visited Camp Shields to attend planning conference. Cdr R. J. 
HclWCH JR., returned from aite 1urvey to Nam Phong. 

L. 22 Hay 1972. l.Cdr J, R. COSTON , Planning Officer for COMCBPAC vi.sited 
CalllJ) Shields co assist in embark and mount out planning. 

H. 22 Hay 1972. 1.Cdr O. L. OLSEN, designated aa COMJONCR REP (FORWARD), 
viaitad the FIRST Marine Air Wing in Iwakuni, Japon. 

N. 26 May 1972. The f'lrst flightl of Detail F.ACl.E , the Air Detacbl:tent, de
parted from ltadena for Nu Phong, Thailand. 

o. 29 Hay l972. Cdr D. o. SHART, c. o. of RNMCB-lS and two men from hia Bat
talion viaited NMCB FfV£ at C.mp Shields. 
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P. 31 May 1972. Air embark o! main body , baggage, equipment , tools, and 
suppl.J.es commenced f r om Kadena Air Force Baae to Nam Phong. An average of 
10 C-141 missions were loaded and flown cnch dav. 

Q. 1 June 1972. Cdr R. J. McHUCH JR. deployed from Came Shields co Nam Phong, 
Thailand at which point the Flag wa• shirted to the forward site. 

R. 2 June 1972. Lt General L. HETZCER, Co1111111ndin8 General tTI MAF , Capt C. 
c. H£ID, Chief of Staff COMPACNAVFACF.NGCOM; and Capt w. F.. WYffi,'£, orcc 
T!IAIUND, vis1.ud the Job sites at Nam Phong. 

s. 3 June 1972. With the arrival of Detail FALCON, Fleet Tranftfers and Rear 
Echelo:o personnel froa the C0~1JS, and the compltotlon of atr 11IHtons froa 
Okinawa , the majority of the Battalion wa• on atta at Na• Phong , Thailand. 
Only the outsize piece$ of equipinent 1hlpped via se1llft ind one half the 
personnel of Detail HAWK, still in the Philippines, were not on board. 

T. 6 June 1972. Cdr SEIGEL, R30, and Cdr YOCsr., R40, from COMCBPAC vtaited 
the Battalion at Nam Phong. 

U. 7 June 1972. Major General BROWN, Coca111ding Cenerftl, FTRST Marine Air 
Win~. visited the base and toured the job sites. Coall!Ulnder BLICH, from 
COMIJSMAC'IRAI also inspeci:ed Job Iii tea. 

V. 10 June 1972. Brigadier Genera1 A. w. O'DONNELL a r rived nt Nnm Phong and 
took command of Task Poree Delea and the Nam Phong Air Saee. 

W. 16 June 1972. First tactical mission flown by HAC-15 of Task Force Oel t ft. 

X. 27 June 1972 . Rear Admiral W. H. ENGER, Commander Naval Facilities EnRine
ering Command and his official parcv visited the Nnm Phong Base and Inspected 
the job sites and Seabee Camp area . 

Y. 30 June 1972. Rear Admiral D. G. !SELIN , Col!lllander Conacruccion Battnllons , 
U. S. Pacific Fleet visit ed Nam Pllong. At th ta time he toured the job altes 
and awarded t he Meritorious Unit Commendat ion to members of Detai l • 
Clydesdale, Must ang and X- Rav for the effor ts 1n the Philinplnes during the 
previous deployment. 

Z. 1 July 1972. Major General BROWN , Commanding General, FIRST Marine AJT 
Wing visited Nam Phong Air Base. 

AA. 10 Julv 1972. Captain D. A. BARTLEY , Chie f 0£ St afC , COMCBPAC: Cantain 
w. £ . WYNNE, OICC THAILAND; Commodore KEEGAN , CO!iJONCR , vielted t he Seabee 
c .. p and inspected the job sites. 

BB. 12 July 1972. General GL880NS, Chief of St&ff, COMUSMACTHAl , visited ll&m 
Phong Air Base. 

CC. lS July 197:?. LtGen L. METZGER, CC III MAP . visited Nu Phong for an in
spection tour and the formal dedication ceremony of the base • 
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DD. 16 Julv 1972. Rear Admiral MOORE, CO."IF'AlRWESTPAC visited Nam Phonjt • 

EE. 20 July 1972. LCdr !. T. SMTTH , R60, fr0ta the THIRTY-FIRST llaval Construc
tion Regiment visited the Nam Phong l\aee wlth an inspectioo team to conduct 
the annual equipment administrative tnsoect1on and decide on future dt8-
poeit:ion of equipment from Nam Phong. 

PF. 25 July 1972. Co1111110dore R. 0. KEF.CAN, COl'IJONCR, visited job site to ln,nert 
progress and co discuss the project completion schedule and redeplovmenL 
plans for the Battalion. 

GC. 27 July 1972. Major General P~CAN, CG THIRD Marine Division, visited 
the Nam Phong Base. 

HH. 27 July 1972 . NMCB FIVE named Beet of Type of Pacific Naval Construction 
force for fiscal year 72 by RAdm 0. C. lSELIN, COMCBPAC. 

It. l August 1972. Base off teal ly named as Roval Thailand Air Force Base Na111 
Phong. 

JJ. 1-7 August 1972. The Commandin& General Task Force Delea, BriRAd1er r.en
eral A. w. O' OO!l'NELL attended Battalion 010rning quarters durfng th18 vetk 
to brief each company lndividuallv on Marine air ooerations f rDlll the Na• 
Phong Base. 

KX. 10 August 1972. Honorable 8. J . SHILLITO, Assistant Secretary [or De
f~ae Insrallatione and Logi1tic1 inspected the construction projects at 
Na1J1 Phong with hie officlal p11rly. Major General. BROWN, CC FlRST Marlne 
Air Wing also visited the eice that day . 

LL. 17-19 August 1972. Commodore R. D. KEEGAN, COM30NCR visited the Senbee 
Camp and inspected projects. 

MM. 21 August 1972 . Capt W. &. WYNNE, OICC Thailand; Capt R. F • .JORTRERC, 
OlCC RVN visited job sites and Seabee Camp. 

NN. 25 August 1972. The Miee America USO Show perfonoed at Nam Phong. 

00. 31 August 1972. Advance partv redeployed fcoa Nam Phong co Camp Shields. 

PP. 4- 10 September 1972. Coeaander SElCLE, R30 ; Coumander Ht~'ICLE, R4Q , of 
COMCBPAC visited the Battalion at both Nam Phong and CalllP Shtdd11, Okin
awa. 

QQ. 6- 7 Sept ember 1972. Main body flights returned to Ca11p ~hfelda from Nam 
Phong. 

RR. 14 September 1972. LtGen L. Ml:TZCER, CC Ill MAf addressed the llattalion 
at Camp Shields to welcome the men back from Nam Phong and congratulate 
them on their timely construction support. 

SS . 15 September 1972. Derail FALCON redeployed to CONUS to reopen project 
at NWC China Lake . 
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BCl:!N. A.W. O'DONNEl..l. , CC TASIC FORCE DELTA. 

RADM W.K. DICER, COMNAVFACENGCOM, .inspected the job aitq 
in June 1972. 
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RADH D .G, !SELIN , OOMC8PAC, toured the "Rose Garden" in 
June 1972. 

LTGEN 1.. HBTZGER, CG Ill KAP , welcomed the Seabees back to 
Okinawa after the successful completion of const~ctiou pro
jects at Naa Phong. 
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1T. 21 September 1972. Detail RAVEN deploved to Taiwan fr0tn Camp Shields. 
RAVEN atarced new duplex cabins at Camp McCauley nnd orepared co take over 
barracks alteration job in Taipei. 

UU . 11-17 September 1972. Visitors this veek lo Nam Phong included Admiral N. 
GAYLER, CtNCPAC and Captain W. E. WYNNE, OTCC 'rhnlland. Commodore R. O. 
KEECAN visited Detail RAVl'N In Taipei, as did COMmllnder R. J. McliUGH TR. 
on his return from Nam Phong. 

VV. 2 October 1972. Commodore KEEGAN, COMJONCR visited Del.av Partv at Nam Phong. 

WW. 3 October 1972. !'laster Chief WELBORN, Sesbee S~nior Enliaced Advisor, 
vlaited the Delay Party at Nam Phong. 

XX. S-7 October 1972. Coamiander R. J . HcllUGll, JR. vt•ited Delnv Partv ac Sam 
Phong. 

YY. 6 October 1972. COl!lmOdore KEEGAN, CO~ONCR vlaited Detail RAV£l' construc
tion sites at both Calllp Mccaulev and Taipei, at the HSA l!aet Compound. 

zz. 16 October 1972. Captain A. L. DOMI~"\', CHC USN, COMCBPAC Chaolain visited 
Detail II.AV£.~ and toured the Camp McCauley nrea. 

AA.A. 16-19 October 1972. Major SEYMOUR, TrninlnR Officer C0~31NCR v~ited 
Camp Shields to discuss and plan the Batt•lion'a homeporc training schedule . 

888. 18-22 October 1972. Chaplain DOMINY visited the Battalion at Camp Shields. 

CCC. 19-31 October 1972. Commander R. J, McHUGH, .IR . departed on TAD to COMCB
PAC , COMllNCR , Detail FALCON and NMCB-40. 

DOD. 21 October 1972. Master Chief WELBORN visited the Battalion at Camp Shields. 

££.£. ~ November 1972. Captain R. D. KEECAN, COM30NCR vts1ted Detail RAVEN in 
TAlWAN. 

FFF. 7-10 November 1972. CUCM A. R. lflLLJAMSON, SEA for COHCBPAC visited the 
Main Body camp and job sites in Okinawa. 

GCC. 10-12 November 1972. CUCM A. R. VILLIAKSON, SEA or CBPAC sod CUCH M. S. 
COSTER, SEA NMCB FTVE visited Detail RAVEN at both the Comp HcCaulev and 
BSA Compound sites. 

HHH. 14-17 November 1972. Lt DAILEY, Adwfni•trative Officer from COHCBPAC , 
Visited C..mp ShieldR to conduct the Adainiscrative Inspection. 

Ill. 14-17 November 1972. Conaander Hll\'lCLE and SKCS FER~A.'IOF.Z Crom CO~BPAC 
visited Camp Shields to perform the Annual Supply Tnspectlon. 

JJJ. 21 November 1972. RAdm C. REIDER, Commander FTRST Reserve Naval Con
atruction Brigade and Cdr F. KELLY, of NAVFACENCCOH vi•ited Detail RAVEN 
project sites in Taipei and Camp McCauley. 



• 

KKK. 27-28 November 1972. Captain 11Altl'l.E\', Chief of SLal f COHCBPAC, nnd 
Captain KE.EGAN, COMJONClt v1s!Led Detail RAVf.N in la1wan. 

Lil. 28-30 November 1972. Captain llAltTLl!Y vislled the 'laln Bodv al Ca111!' Shiel.!" 
in Okinava. 

~. 29 November 1972. UTCN D. KOSKl, air evacuated to C.lark AFB Crnm Taipei, 
Taiwan due to a head injury auataine<I nn the lob site lo Taipei. 

:~. 8 December 1972. Self Help Detail at Ataugl, Japan COll!pleced the project 
and returned co Camp Shields , Olt10ilwa. 

000. 8 December 1972. Started erection of three CRAFT-TECH bui1dln~s at ~m 
Phong, Thailand. 

PPP. 8 D~ember 1972. h."1CB THllF.E Advance Partv arrived at Kadena Air ~orce ~is~ 
Okinawa. 

QQQ. 9 December 1972. BEEP commenced at Camp Shields, Okinawa • 

RllR. 12-13 December 1972. NMCB Tl!REE Advance Parties arrived in Taipei. Taiw~n. 
and Iwakun1, Japan co commence BEEP and project turnover procedures. 

SSS. 15 December 1972. NMCB THREE personnel arrived in Nam Phong, Thailand in 
preparation (or relieving NMCB FIVE. 

TT!. 16 December 1972. Cdr G. ~. SMITH, Commanding Officer NMCB THREE arrived 
at Camp Shields, Okinawa. 

UUU. 20 December 1972. NMCB TUREE deployed Lo Comp Shields, Okinawa and relieved 
Nl1C8 FlVE RS Lhe Pacific Alert Battailon. 

VW. 20-21 December 1972. NMCB FTVE redeployed to Port Hueneme, Ca lifornfll, 
from deploymenL and commenced the 96-hour liberty and JO-day leave period. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 
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A. PERSONNEL SUMMAR'i 

c 
ATTACHED BUT ?«>T AT StT& CHA~F.S+ R 

A SEA BEE REAR 
I> MB 1>£TS TEAM ECH TRNC HOSP TAD LV RCPTS 7RAllS 
t 

E-9 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

£-8 6 l 0 0 1 0 1 0 l 2 

E-7 28 l 2 1 4 0 l 0 s 7 

E-6 46 11 4 ) s 0 0 ) 14 24 

£-S 70 16 10 6 l 0 2 2 ll 37 

E-4 101 37 8 6 2 0 l 2 20 122 

NON 
RATED 14' ll 0 3 1 0 0 0 80 53 

TOTAL 40: 96 24 19 14 0 6 7 131 245 

OFl' 17 l 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 

+ TOliLS FOR DEPLDnt.Eloi 

II. REENLISTMEb"T StNMARY 

SEPARATIONS 
ELIClllLE l'OR NOT RECOMMDIDED SEPARATION 

INTERVUWS REENLISTMENT FOR RE0.1.tS"DiEt.i REENLIS'IMEYrS 

NON NON NON 
CAREER CAREER CAREER CAR££R CAREER CAREER 

23 18 22 11 l 7 
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NON 
CAREEll CAREER 

l9 3 

TOTAL 
ASSIGN 

l 

10 

43 

86 

120 . • 

182 . 

260 

701 

24 



EDUCATIONAL SERVICES £.''ROLi.ED COM PL !':TED 

OFFICf:R COURSES 25 0 
£.\"LISTED COURSES 98 63 
USAF! COURSES 16 0 
USAFI tJ;GLlSH 12 0 
USAFI ALGEBRA 5 0 

EXAMINATIONS ADM I Nl STEREl.l PASSES 

E-4 MtLilAll.Y 52 39 
E-5 MILITAJtY 46 33 
USAF I 0 0 
GED l 

NA\'Y ADVANCEMEh'T l!XAMS ADMINlST ADVANCED 

E-7 44 0 
E-6 35 0 
E-5 44 18 
E-4 40 25 

ADVANCED IN RATE DURtNG 0£PLOYMENT 

E-2 
E-3 
£-4 
E-5 
E-6 
E-7 
E-8 
E-9 

28 
24 
21 
12 
3 
1 
2 
0 

4-2 

• 

• 
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15 0 29 
16 2 17 -2 16 8 
0 ll 2 

.. 
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8. PERSON£L DlstRIBUTION NAM PHONG, THAILAND: 

E-9 £-8 E-7 E-6 E-5 E-4 £-3 £-2 TOTAL 

GROUP EO 0 l 3 8 15 27 32 5 91 
VUT CH 0 0 2 4 12 u 12 5 50 

CE 0 l 4 5 9 16 5 5 45 
UT 0 0 2 6 6 12 14 0 40 
BU 1 3 5 11 1 .. 45 18 4 101 
SW 0 1 2 .. 11 13 10 2 43 
EA 0 0 1 1 1 l 8 0 14 

S-1 PN 0 0 l 1 l 1 2 0 6 
YN 0 0 0 1 1 1 3 0 6 
PC 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 
Pll 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
JO 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

.. S-2 CH 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
IU4 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
ET 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 

S-4 SK 0 0 l l ~ 5 0 0 11 
SH 0 0 0 1 3 l 1 0 6 
cs 0 0 l l 2 6 

., 
• 1 13 

SD 0 0 0 2 1 l l 1 8 
Dlt 0 0 1 0 1 l 0 0 3 

HEOlCAt 1111 0 0 l 5 3 l 0 0 10 
DENTAL DT 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 

MISC. HR 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 l 2 
lft 0 0 1 0 1 l 0 0 J 
BM 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 4 

NOl-'DESIG. 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 4 11 

TOTAL l 6 27 56 92 151 117 28 478 

• 

• 
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c. DISCIPLINE SllliMARY: 

HAY JUN JUL Al!C SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 

MAST 7 3 6 u 2 s 6 5 45 

AWARDED NJP 6 3 s 10 2 l 6 s 40 

AWARDED 
COURT-MART W. 0 0 1 l 0 2 0 I 5 

Deploytnent or the battalion to an isolated region placed additional pres
sures on the men involved. The austere living conditions , the long working 
hours, the decreased comnunication channe1s, and the cuTtailed libarty oppor
tunities apparently lead to personal frustrations which were reflected in the 
activitie of legal department. 

OFFENSES: 

Fifty-eight percent of the orf ensea were vtolotlons of Article 86: llnauthnr
i~ed absence. An additional fifteen percent or Lhe violations were the result 
of diaobeyil\jl an order of ~e Cotllllllndtng Ceneral o( Taak Force Delta reRordinR 
unlawful fraternization with the natives. The rMnalntng twenty- seven percent 
o( the violatlons included mjscellaneoua orrense.s concerning theft, service dis
crediting behJlvlor, and dlsreapect to c0111D1iaaioned off~cera. Two casea ~llegtng 
drunkenness with aa1ociated offenses of assault and misappropriation were refer
red to courts-martiala. Four cases charging unlawful possession of lll4rijuana 
were heard at Captains Hnst and were aubsequently proce1sed for administrative 
di,.charges. 

tn addition to the six caaea reported prl..,.rtly for lntoxication IL ba
cama evident at investigative hearings that manv o[fensea were the proxi .. te 
re•ult• of overindulgence. Case• involving unauthorized absence in particular 
were usually found to be connected "'1.tb heavy drinking prior to the offense . 

COUNSELLING: 

Approximately 50 percent of the counsellinR performed by the legal officer 
concerned dependency problems, and usually involved divorce proceedings. 25 
percent or the counselling addressed fJnnneiaJ. planning, drawing up wills, and 
escabltehlng power of attorney documents. The remainder of the legal a8afs t ance 
involved admlniatratlve diacharges, notartitn~, and adoption laws. 

Host problems tnvolving divorce proceedln~• and bill collections were stop
ped, conaistent with the Soldier• and Sailors Civil Relief Ace, until the con
cerned party could better represent himself in the L.S. Caaea regardinR no
tariiing, powers of attorney, and routine legal saaiatance were hnndled directly 
by the Battalion legal referral officer. The more complex legal dile...,.. were 
directly referred to the Staff Judge Advocate attached to the 432 Combat Support 
Croup located in Udorn . The c~unaelor located there 111ade special arrangements 
to aeet with NHCB FtvE personnel on Sunday af~ernoons or as required in case• 
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demanding iaaediate attention. 

In general, it appears tlult .. ny men atatloned at Nam Phong encountered 
notable diCficu1ty in maintaining adequate communlcations with their wtves and 
with their creditors . Thia situation le3d to mlaunderstandinga particularlv 
in the area of f1noncial management. Overdrawn bank account• , late !natalllk'nt 
payments, and requests tor additional fa mily support were the three most com
mon problems encountered in this area. 

PROCEDURE: 

There were few procedural problea:i encountered in conducting llJP or Sum
mary Courts-Martial hearings while the Battalion ~as deployed to Nam Phong. 
Officers qualified to conduct these hearings were roadflv available and ex
peditiou1ly adjudicated these .. crers . 

Hearings which required the assistance of duly qualif l~d Navy lawyers pre
sented some d1Cflculry during disposition . Prior to the establishment of s 
legal office at the Marine Headquarters, these cases were referr<'d to th.,.Air 
Force Staff Judge Advocate in Udorn for initial coun1elllog. Cases which re
quired "'°re detailed attention were forvarded co the THIRTY-FIRST Sava! Con
struction ReailRent for disposition. 

D. HEl>ICAL: 

Most of the Bsttalton's deployment was spent in either Okinawa, where an 
established aedical (acillty and basic sanitaLion were present, or Nam Phong, 
where a field condlrton exlated. This report will be devoted for the rrost part 
to the latter and vill deal with sanitation, the physieal aspeecs of cbe ~edieel 
department and the care rendered. 

Latrines consisted of the basic burn-out oll drum type. When cared for vtth 
• baste daily schedule, as recommended to sanitaLion manual• , they were more 
then sufficient. 

Because the sanitary habits of Americans differ from Orientals (they •quac 
on the colllDIOde) , it was neceasary to provide separate facilities for the local 
people working for the battalion. 

Urine. dlaposal was handled with a urine soak.age pit and asain when 
in the aanner da•cribed ln the sanitation 1114nual• they were adequate. 
only arose when gravel fill rather than large cruahad roc:k wa• used to 
pit:. 

prepared 
Problems 
fill the 

Csrbage and rubb1ah diaposal was contracted to local Thais. After collec
tion, the refuse vaa disposed of in a completely open pit in a maoner not ~easur
ina up to D.S. st:andards. 

Galley food etorsge and food handlina were more than adeqUAte for field con
ditions. When screening of the messing aceae was coRpleted there was a notlee
able decrease in the 8ll0unt of diarrhea treated. 
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The field dispensary consisted of cwo acrongbacked lenca with water sup
plied fr01n a water burralo. In one structure, admlniatration, a treatment roOUt, 
a minor surger-y room, a laboratory, and the pharmacv were locaced. In the ~econd 
structure, x-ray and supply were aituaLed. 

Rene, 110iacure and dust were a contlnuoua problem. Storage of drug~ was 
next co impossible. After being expoaed to temperatures of 100 co 120 degrees 
fahrenheit, aedicationa such•• tetracycline lost potencv. Any bottle on which 
the seal. was broken resulted in deterioration of the dru&. The alnor surgerv 
tOOlll was partially enclosed with the hope of controlling dust buc chis in ei(ect 
did nothing buc cut circulation and inake the heat unbearable. 

The x-ray unlt was aet up in a •econd atrongbacked t.at. The dark coo~ for 
developing film was o total enclosure without ventilation 11111king it a "sweat 
box". Voltage fluctuations reduced the effectiveness of che x-ray unit. 

A solul:!on to ao111e of the above mentioned probl4llll8 might be accomplished 
by equipping a C10dular unit so .,,. to provide a dlapensary that would be ilmedi
ately available wich an x-ray unit, a,..11 laboratory, enclosed minor surgery 
room wtth running water, and a temperature controlled phaniacv unit, similar · 
co that provided in a dental trailer. 

After the init:Laclon of the deployment lllllny "old" medical problems ar-ose. 
These included reCerels !or paychlacric and alcoholic proble'11S that surfaced 
during the deployment. Host of theae "old" problems should k·ave been taken 
care of during the homeport perlod. 

An outbreak of Japanese 8 Encepha!itle occurred in Nam Phong. It should 
be pointed out that the SEATO research laboratory ta available upon request 
and in the above instance SEATO did an outstanding job of properly identifying 
the problem and suggesting proper preventative measures which included spraving. 
screening in gathering places and mosquito netting. 

Venereal disease waa a prevalent problem in Thailand. A mandatory homeport 
V.O. educatlon program perhaps could have alleviated some of the problem. With 
the help of public health officials in Udorn, Thailand, an attempt to identifv 
and treat concecte was m•de. Thie effort was for the moat pare a failure be
cause there was no way to control contacts in the local area near the cent camp. 

HAY JlJN JUL AllC SEP OCT rov TOTAL" 
OlIT-PATIEl'n' VISITS 145 718 1080 863 4.43 454 382 4085 
ADMITTm TO QTRS. 2 18 65 43 7 8 7 150 
QTRS. PATIEh,. DAYS 9 30 123 60 19 23 19 283 
LABORATORY TESTS 32 120 330 365 201 308 325 1681 
PHARMACY llNlTS 8l 349 411 373 272 191 181 1858 
X-RAYS 27 126 107 137 0 42 176 615 
V.O. CASES 0 11 40 16 12 9 2 90 

E. DEl>"TAI.: 

The redeployment of ~8 FIVE fr01n Okioava to Nam Phong, Thailand, created 
aany challenges for the officers and men of the battalion. One such challen~e 
was to provlde c:o=plete dental care in this t'1$10te area. The mobile dental unft -
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a SO-foot mobiie van complete with two operot0rlee, x-rav unit ond cavitron-vas 
embarked to Nam Phong for use at the tent camp. 

On 25 May, the dental deportment wns lnformed that the mobile dental unlt 
would be shipped the next day. The trailer wnR prepared for shipping in six 
hours. The total shipping time from Okinawa to Nnm Phong was 24 davs. OurinR 
the period 2 June through 20 June before the tra Her arr lved, a field dental 
unit was set up in slck bay to treat ony dental emergencies. 

Upon arrival oi the trailer, four daya were needed to level it, inatatt a 
water source, book up the electrical power and complete repairs on damage which 
occurred during shipping. 

The rrailer was in operation trom 25 June through l> August. Ouri1111 this 
tiJDe, 275 amalgmn and resin restorations were placed, J endodontic csses were 
completed, four dentures were repaired and 25 teeth were extracted. Also, 176 
prophylaxis and scalinga vtch complete plaque control instructions were perfon11ed. 

The trail.er was inoperable Cor S days during this period due to equipment 
failure. The air coaipreseor was dovn a total of 4 davs, the high speed evicu- • 
ation system was dovn 1 dsy and minor proble=a contloued occurring throughout • 
operations. Many of the elementa within the trailer had to be cbasged weeklv 
due to an accumulation of duet and other foreign partic1es , Air and water filter 
units aright have reduced this problem. Each problem was solved as qutcltly as 
possible vith complete cooperation of mechanics from Alfa Company and 11111tnten
ance crew from Bravo Company. 

The mobile dental unlt proved to be a vital asset to the redeplo'{lllent of 
NMCB FIVE. It not only provided complete dental facilities. but also proved 
to be a morale builder. The men in the Battalion appreciated the fact that 
a modern, clean dental facility was available to chem in a field environment. 

F. CHAPLAIN SUMl1A.RY: 

Soon after the main body arrived in Okinawa, the Chaplain packed up his 
ecclesiastical gear and 300 library booka for shipment to Nam Phong. Once tn 
Thailand, Catholic and Proteatant tervices were conducted in the circus tent 
mess hall every Sunday morning. A Catholic Chaplain from a mission in Khon 
Kaen said Mess when the T .. k Force Delta Catholic Priest was not availa~le. 
The attendance at both 1ervice• averaged 7S me.n , A group of lS Mono.one held 
weeltly meet:l.ng• in the church library at Nam Phong. Upon return to OkJnewa, 
Sunday services were held in the quonset but chapel at: Camp Shields. Attendance 
at the Protl!Jltant aervtc .. averaged 40 while the Catholic Mass averaged 25. 

While in Thailand, FIVE participated in a Civic Action Progr.,. through vol
untary donations to ll1aeion1 our fiall Phong. Handmade crafL itlllllS such as ara .. 
mate, hBllmlOcks and wood cerv111$s. 111&de by leprosy patients at the Maratl.8tha 8lble 
School aod Leprosy Clinic, were purchased by Seabees. Income from th .. e sales 
coupled with chapel offerings amounted to a total of $1 ,500.00 foT the clinic • 
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Chaplain DUKAS held Sunday services in the Ga1ley Tent. 

G. PUBLIC AFFAIRS SUMMARY: 

The Public Affairs Office was 1taffed vith a three-t11811 11ucle1a of a Journal
tet F~sc Olaa1, a Photographer ' s Mace Fir11t Clae1 and the Assistant Operat;j.ons 
Officer who waa aasigned the job of PAO as a collateral duty. Thi.& group waa 
augmented by three different men at variou1 points in the deployment. In Nam 
Phong one 1lllD frOll the Engineering 1ection who had an interest and ability in 
photography assisted in •hooting and processing picture1. The office waa also 
staffed with a Builder Th.ird Claa1 who bad art and layout eirperience prior to 
joini.ng t he Navy. When this man wu rele&11ed froa active duty be wa• rep1aced 
by an Engineering Ai.de with sillilar experience. 

ln Ollinawa the PAO office and photo lab was set in one half of • quon1et 
hut. lo Nlllll Phong the (acilities were set up in one half of a strongbacked 
t ent. A dark room was built within this tent and air-conditioned a1 the en
closed area became a "sveac box" in which photographic paper and chelll1cals deter
iorated rapidly. 

The Public AffaJ.rs Off ice published one Cam:ilygraa every month for the fam
iliea and men of the Batca1ion. Picture• were emphasized in this pubticacion 
t hough a minimal amount of copy and captions were added co complete the ex
planation of cha Battalion'• deplo1111ent site, conatruction laiaaion and oper a
tions. Additionally, regular Ceatures were run each 1110ntb which included articlea 
by the Commanding Officer, the Senior Enliated Advisor, the Chaplain and the 
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Career Coun.eelor. In Okinawa these familygrlllllB were printed at the Navy Print
ing Office , which is located on Camp Shields. In Thailand the lavoute were 
taken to a publisher in Bangkok for printing . Due to the originally claealfied 
nature or the deployment to Thailand, no news releases were pennlttei bv the 
senior command, COMUSMACTl!Al. Thia officlel silence about condition• In Thai
land led to soma misunderstandings and uneasiness for the families In homeport. 
The monthly arrival of the Familygralllll helped eaae these tensione. 

Additionelly, the "Tent City Teli!greph", en intl'a-Sattalion newapnper, was 
put togethl!r, edited and published Cor the men in~ .. Phong. A ~elcome Aboard 
brochure waa designed and printed thst baa been u~ed to Introduce new aen to 
the functions end personalities in the Battalion as ~ell as to coczaemornte the 
winning of the S..t of Type "£," eymbolte of efCiciency. Finally, 1 cloplovment 
cruisebook of 176 pages, including s l6-p1ge color section and 32 pages ol spec
ial effects, was published through the N•w Chinn Color Printing Agency tn Tai
wan. 

The flow of news via the Family~ram was supplemented by special stories and 
newa releases that covered awarda cerel!IOntea, project completions and partlcularlv 
interesting or unlque aspects of the con•lruction work. As noted above, con
sider~ble difficulty in getting releasing approval was initiallv encountered in 
Bangkok at COMUSMACTllAI , However, 1n July , aftel' pel'sistent application, e Cew 
articles were cleat"ed for release. 

8. CIVl:LlAN PERSOl>'NEL: 

Soon aft•r arrival on site lt beca~e clear that the construction effort 
would ba expedited if personnel in the Croup VIII rating• could be relieved 
of the non-construction jobs which the battalion was required to stofr, e.g. 
mesa cooka in the galley and material handlers in the MLO yard . In addition, 
the U.S. Ambassador to Thail and required that Thai drivers be UliliLed for all 
U.S. military vehicles tl'avelling on o(f-base highways . Consequently , the De
partment o( the Air Fol'ce Civilian Peraonnel Field Exte1U1ion Office at Udorn 
Royel Thai Air Fol'ce Base waa contacted und, utilizing established proce4ures 
for hiring Thai Nationals and funds allocated for the purpose, 20 cook helpers, 
10 warehousemen and 2 driver• were hir ed. The Ol'iginal aelection and hiring 
vaa dona by the depart111ent which required the personnel. However, it was 
quickly evident that centrali~atlon was required to coordinate the odainistra
tlve functions of hiring, tilllekeeping, payroll accounting , etc., resulting in 
the 81aignaent of this function to the Bacta1ion S- 2. 

The •uccess of the program during the first few weeka •nd the fact that Thal 
con1truction wol'ket"s under OtCC contract were doing outatonding work led to ex
panding the Ol'iginal conception to include the hiring or construction workers. 
Procedures were modified, however, to comply with en aRreement reached with the 
Royal Thai Army Base Commander which required that the actual hiring be done 
at Nam Phong in order that the local populace be given sn opportunity for employ
ment. With chis settled, Interviews were held and 60 carpentera, 6 cook'a 
helpar1 , 2 tire shop mechanics ind 3 English speaking ti~ekeeper/clerks were 
hired. The final hiring waa done during the last week in Julv when 10 dump 
truck drivers , cwo motor grader op•racors and one f ore:ian were 11so selected . 
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Admin11t:rative matter• requJ.red of the Civili.an Personnel Department in-
cluded c.ho1e for obtaining base pa1aes for a11 personnel from the Nam Phong • 
Royal Thai Army Base Security Office, daily c-imelteeping and sccend1nce records, 
and payroll. functions. The Air Poree ay1tea required c.he submiseion of a t'llne 
card at c.he 9Jld of each tvo-week pay period, with a check 11111de out for the local. • 
currency (babe) arr1ving 10 days later. No facility existed for cashing the 
checks outside of Udorn RTAFB, so when the checks arrived c.he workers endorsed 
tb- and Seabee CPO personnel took them to Udorn for c1abing. Although 10111e-
what CU111beraome 1n operation, the Air force ay1tem vaa highly dependable 4nd 
was a large factor in keeping any employee discontent with pay mace.era to a 
minimwa. All daily timekeeping and atcendanoe reports were the duty of one of 
the Tbai clerk.a, a practice which proved valuable when an employee questioned 
the she of hil paycheck. The timekeeper could show the man his daily report• 
and straighten out the matter in hil native language, wh:l.ch alW1)'8 resulted 
in a satisfactory conclusion. 

In the aiddle of Auguat cha vertical construction effort began to slacken, 
and con1equently the Thai workers began to be laid off. Fi rec to be released 
under the reduction in force were 3~ carpenteTS and 9 warehousmnen. Two weeka 
later the rest of the warehousemen and 11 more carpencera were releaeed. As 
the aatn body prepared to leave Nam Phong, the clerks and 12 cook helpers were 
laid off. Tha re:mainin& workers stayed unt11 the end of Septembar and were 
relea1ed as the delay party prepared to leave. 

8ui.lder1 frD1ll Dale.a Company and 1ome of the Thai carpentera. 
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I. SPECIAL SERVICES: 

One Chief Petty Officer, assigned aa Special Services O!ficer, and (our 
other men were permanently aaalgoed to Spactal Services for the N.111 Phong 
deployment. The firat problea they faced was aecuring recreational gear for 
the Battalion when the order to mount out ca:nP. As the battalion was part of 
the composite recreational fund in Okinawa, none of the gear provided there 
could be taken to Thailand. Aa a reault, the footballs, volleyballs, chess, 
check.era , playing carda, acc., that wart! used at "Cao Do Country" in Nam Phong 
had co be procured through ocher channels. 

A 40'X80' circus tent was erected and acreened in Cor an after hours rec
reational area and a juca box wa1 rented for chis facility. Additionally, a 
covered stage with a dre11ing rOOll was built near chi• tent. A volleyball 
court and football !ield were cleared (or Team Spores. Movies were initially 
•hovn nightly at the outdoor 1t1ge but were eventually shown within the screened 
in galley becauae of tnaect1 . The 111Dviea were first procured through ml.litary 
personnel at Udorn before the Battalion was put on the regular AAPMPS distribu
tion achedula. Beer and soda wa• bought by the case and/or pallet from qdorn~ 
tn three month1 , 60,000 cane of beer and over 7~,000 cans of soda were consumed. 
That is an average of 4 can• oC liquid per auan per day. 

Attar 1evero1 week.a, a local bus company was contracLed to transport men 
to Udorn for liberty. The Battalion waa divided into 15 liberty sections and 
e11ch man waa pendtted 24 houre of liberty twice a month. Additionally, this 
same but company provided busa• to take men to B'angkok for a special 72-hour 
liberty. Each daeerving man in the Battalion had the opportuntty co take one 
of these tripe to Bangkok. 

Spacial Services al10 arranged sign-up sheet s for welcome home tickets 
to Di1neyland, Sea Worl d and Lion Country Safari for use by the lll<'n and their 
families upon return to California . 

J. DRUC ABUSE COUNSELLING: 

The Bat t alion had one o!ficer and one enlieted man who had completed special 
Drug Abuae couo1a1ling and Navy AIDneacy Program training. These men , along 
with conapany amnesty repreaentativea, provided the nucleus for drug information. 
While deployed to Neto Phong, abort talks on drug information were given at com
pany morning quarter• by these men snd members of the Medical Department. Also, 
a rehabilitated alcoholic held weekly meeti118S similar to Alcoholics Anonymous 
for men volunteering for this help. During July, drug abuse specialists at
tached to th• THIRTY-FIRST Naval Construction Regiment visited Nam Phong and 
delivered educational talks to t he men. 
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In Okinawa a "drop-in" rOOlll called the "Open Hind" was opened. Drug .+J11ae 
1nfonution and counselling was dispensed fro.a thia central area. Drug educa
tion meetings were held weelcly for the Officera and Chief Petty Officer1. The 
"Open Mi.nd" wu open during the. evening as wall and provided a relaxing atmos
phere for evening rap aeasione. 

';I ,.... \ 
f...)1 !...J i i-11. 

'J!f!) :....· ~= l 

I NFORMATION 
RAP SESSIONS 

G[N[RAL G[T TOC(THCRS 

~··lcrslrJN~~,~ 

it. llllMAN ll£S0111lCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL: 

The firat meeting of the Council was held in early July at NJ1111 Phong, Thai
land. The Battalion Chaplain vaa appointed 1DOderacor and cite gu1delinea, goals 
and objectives outlined in COMCBPAC Inatruction 5350.2 were diaouaaed. A chair
man and recorder were elected and meeting• were held weekly for cha rest of the 
deployment. Although many of the items discussed in these meetings paralleled 
discussions at the Enlisted Advisory Panel meetings , there wa• a therapeutic 
value in di1cue1ing these Ractalion and Navy problems with an attempt to solve 
them and thus improve interpersonal relationships within the Battalion. 

During October, cvo Race Relations Specialiats assigned TAD co the THtRIY
FlllST Naval Construction Regiment viaited the aa1n body in Okinawa. Four one
day seodlUITS were each attended by 20 111en. Several. provocative CU.u vere 
ahowu and much worthwhile :inscruccion given , which resulted in good dlscussiop.s 
and dtought on racial prejudice and interracial relation.a. 

L. STAT~E'.Nt OF MORALS: 

The spirits of the 111en and the morale of che Battalion oscillated between 
extre111es during the 1972 deployment of NHCB-5. At deployment time in lste 
April for the advance parties, and aid-Hay for the main body , the feelings of 
the 111en were mixed. Many were anxious to leave the confusion cOlllllOn for al.l 
h018eport deplo}'lllenta and conDence productive work on project• in new areas. 
Ochera, however, were saddened by the upcoain.g 8-t110nth sepai-acion from their 
familie.a and friend•. However, "°'t of the aen in thia second group soon 

• 

• 

lifted theil' spirits as dtey gor settled in their nev areas in Oltinaws, Taiwan, • 
China Laite and the Phi.lippines. There were nev areas co explore and learn about 
as well s• new joba and challenges. 

• 

4-12 

http:di.cu.li
http:Chapl.io


• 

This good apirit became even 110re intenae u the Battalion paclted up in prep
aration for the H .. Phong deployment. Here vaa an opportunity for the entire 
Batt.alion to work together as one unit, something aany of the men had not 
experienced in several year• due to the aplintered detail deployments in Viet
nam. Hovever, this feeling of anticipation vae soon di19olved by the realities 
of existence at Ha Phong. Aa eoon u the C-1419 began their descent to the 
bare base it be.came all too obvioua that it would be oppreaaively hot. ~ 
the back doora vere opened and the equi~t wae driven off the planes, each 
aan felt the blut of the unbearably bot Thailand a11n. Thia , coupled vi th the 
high humidity and the alternating choking duet or thiclt mud, -de conditions 
extreaely difficult. Strangely enough though, thia period of depression was 
abort lived. After a week, all the atrongback hootchea were built , the galley 
vu cooking and serving fl:esb food, and each un bad a chance to become acclim
ated to the enviroDlllent. 

Thia strona apirtted feeli.ng and general high 110rale continued wi.th the 
daily accompliabmente and completion of projecte. Soon the tactical air squa
drona flev in and Umiediately beaan flying theit miaeione. Each company and 
each crew lcnev they were progreuing at an incredible rate and were justifiably 
proud of their efforts. The high point of each week seemed to come on Sunday 
afternoon vhen selected members of e.ch company, the officers and chief petty 
officers would volunteer for an afternoon of football. Most of the Battalion 
would turn out to watch these intra-battalion games as well as several games 
played against the Marines from LSG. An afternoon ateak fry, a can of beer, 
a shover and the troops were ready for another week . 

• 

.. 
sandlot flag football vas a regular attraction on Sllnday 
afternoous. 
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Every day in tballand, the companie• were working toward• completion of 
their assigned projects and redeployment to their fonner sites. SOllle men 
were disappointed cowarda che end of August when their company had Cinisbed 
their workload and had to take on new Joba that bad just been recentlv added 
to the Battalion's backlog or had not ye t been acart~d bv other companies . 
However, a good •110unt of cooperation was •hown with UTs working on Wonder 
Arches with the SWs, and BUs 11ying matting on the aoron. Finallv in lace 
August, 80 men did redeplov to Okinawa, • week lacer 180 nore redeployed as 
• main body fro• Thailand, then Detail FALCON flew to California and China Lake. 
For these ..en, the first week back in civilization waa ec~taay. There were <11r
conditioned barracks, gallaya, club• and 110vle theaters. 11\ere was hoc and 
cold running water and fluah coileta. There waa the opportunity for liberty 
every night rather than the l in lS aacciona of Thailand. But, witltl.n a week 
co 10 days , the mood of these men shifted dgnl flcancly, There were c-roubles 
in Okinawa getting from the bate to the joba and most of the equipi:eot was lo 
transit froa Thailand or CO~'US. There vaa no earth moving equipaent to prepare 
job sites. There were Cev repair parts to repair what pieces the Battalion did 
have. There seemed to be a critical problea shoving progress on each job. 
Eicher prints were mUl•ina or incomplete, or material had already been drawn 
for a project , or MTO'• were atlll coeing from the states. The result was a
discouraged group of men who vent about their business in a lethargic way. 
The morale or the troops in Thailand on the Delay Party began to suffer as well · 
aa all liberty vaa cancellod due to the threat of enemy activitv and then later 
because of the outbreak of a severe flu epidemic in Udoro. In Taiwan, Detail 
RAVEN au[fered some aetbnck• when the per diem rate was cut and the establish
ment o( o Cield mess at Comp McCauley ran into some di[ficulties . It was not 
until mid to late October that the spirit or the troops started its swing 
back to a favornble condition . Part of the reason (or this shift was getting 
resettled in the new environment, after the third or fourth move for many men 
in six month•· A part of the reason vaa that the pace of the construction 
projects began to lncrease , but the primary reason was that the end of the 
deployment was not tar owoy and the men could look forward to Christmas at 
home. Significantly , production increased during thts end of 0ctober-begin
ning of November time frame. 

The continuing high level of morale at Nam Phong can be attributed to sev
eral Cactora. Perhaps the primary reason wos that the entire Battalion was en
gaged in a collective effort to reach a cotnmon goal. There were several easily 
identifiable taaks that were all required to reach completion . Although the 
work was hard and working cooditiona difficult, there was a simplicity to ~he 
projects , that ia, plane were available, material was on site , and an augmented 
P-25 waa on aite. Progree• was measurable and significant, a job was started 
and rapidly fini1hed. ln abort, job satisfaction was responsible for the good 
spirit and thi• In turn allowed the men to produce completed projects at even 
greater ratea. 

There were o( courae other factors that contributed to the high ~orale at 
Nam Phong. The Seabeea, of all the units at Nam Phong, were che first with the 
most. 

- FIVE wi1a the firat outfit to have bot chow, the first on 11-rnt:lons , the 
fir•t on A-raciona. lo fact, one eonth after the Battalion had started aervtng 
A-ratton1, the Marines were still aerviog C-rac:ioos for one meal each dav. Al
though one atght •ay thia was because the Seabees had not finished building the 
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Marine galley, thia vould be unfair 011 the Suben were aubsiating in a circus 
tent. 

- FIVE wa11 the fine oudit vith 11<1viea. 

- FIVE got the aail !lovtna aioothly for the entire bue fraa the neec 
Post Office in San Francisco through llangltok to Na9 Phong. 

- FIVE was the First to put on live entertainment showa. 

- FIVE bad the only HARS station for the entire base. 

- PIVl? had the only dental and medical facilitiu. 

- The CCMaiasaryman Chief, also known aa the Galloping Gourmet , traveled 
to each job site once a day to bring 1andwiche9, hot dogs, dr1nka and ice cream 
to the Seabees at work. Additionally, each COCIJ>&ny provided cans of cold soda 
on each jobaice for the aen. 

- Recreational Cacillti .. were eat up for after hours relaxation. 

- PIY! published Familyarllllla, a camp newspaper and included newswort:hy 
iteQUI in tho Plan of the Day. Before the Stars and Stripes was officially pro
vided to the baee the Battalion acquired 50 copies per day in Udorn. 

These items might not mean much to the reader but individually and collec
tive Ly they meant a lot to the Battalion in Nam Phong. It was the opinion of 
every Seabee that he worked harder and lived better than any man in any other 
outfit on the base. Part of the credit must go co the facilities in the Tent 
Camp and the TOA that provided thi1 Battalion with better facili t ies . But a 
very largo portion of the credit muat be given to the personnel of t he Seabees 
who would not be 1atia£ied until they had the best conditions poaeible . Finally, 
it should be empha1ized that each Battalion 11 designed, both by manpower staf
fing and table of allowance iteme, to be self-sufficient. I t is imperat~ve that 
the Nmval Construction Force take this creed seriously and take no item, func
tion or service for granted, but make doubly sure that it will be provided by 
other• or take car e of it themselves • 
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MESSAG£S: 

Flo!: COMCBPAC, MAKA LAPA, Ht. 
TO: NMCB FIVE 
BT 
UNCl.AS//N01600// 
BEST Of TYPE BATTALION 1972 
l. lT lS WlTH CREAT PLEASURE THAT I NAl1f. ~B FIVE AS BF.ST Of TYPE OF Till: 
PACIFIC NAVAL CONSTRUCTION FORCE. TllF. CHOlCE or FISCAL YEAR 1972 WAS t:X
TRDIELY l>IfflCUl.T l>V& TO THE KfF.N ORGANTZATIOS MIONG Al.I OF THE BA.T'IAI.lONS. 
2. FDR ~CBS TH!lEE, FOUR , A.\'D TEN, \'OU WERE A.LL INCLUDED IN THE Fl~ DE
LIBERATIONS Alm YOUR OVERALL OUTSTM'DIN(; PERFORMANCE ts RECO~IZED AND CR£..\TLY 
APPRECIATED. 
) . FOR NMCll FIVE , SINCERE CONCRAT\ILATlONS ARE EXTENl>El> TO YOU Oll YOUR SUPEJl.11 
PEKFORMANCE l>URING THE PAST FISCAL VP.AR. KEEP UP TllE GOOD WORJt. 
ADM. D.C. IS£l.IN SENDS. 
BT 

R 020437Z AUG 72 
FM: CINCPACFLT HAIW.APA, HI. 
m: ~CB FIVE 
BT 
IJNCLAS//N01600// 
BEST Of TYPE BA.TTA.Ltol'l 1972 
1. YOllR SELECTION AS BEST OF TYPE-PACIFIC FLEET SEABEES , FOR 1972 WAS NOTED 
WITH PLEASURE. AS THE LAST NMCB DEPLOYED TO RVN YOU MATNTAI'l1El> Tm: SA.'1£ HIGH 
STANDAADS llHICll HAVE CllARACTER.lZEI> NAVAL CONSTRUCTION FORCE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA SINCE 196S. WHILE PORTIONS Of THE BATTALION WERE DEPLOYED 
TO RVN, OTHER MEl18ERS OF Tiii! BAT'l'Al.ION ESTABLISHED AN ENVIABLE CONSTRUCTION 
RECORD AT GUAM ANO ADAK. THE EXCEPTlONAt. MANNER rN WHICH THE BATTALION DE
PLOYEI> TO THAlLAl'lD AND ASSlSTr.D lN ESTABLTSHMENT OF AN OPERATIONAL AIR BASE 
AT NAM PHONG , SHORTLY AFTER ASSUMING THE ALERT BATTALION RESPONSIBILITIES ON 
OKlNAWA, l>EMONSTRATE!l THE SEABEE CAPABILITY TO KEET CONTINGENCY REQUIREMENTS. 
WELL DONE. 
2. MY SINCEREST CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE OFFICERS AND KEN OF TRE BATTALION. 
ADMIRAL B.A. CLAREY, USN, COMMANDER IN CHIEF, UNITE!> STATES PACIFIC FLEET. 
BT 

R 020060Z JUL 72 
FM: CT!Ief OF CIVIL ENGINEERS 
TO: N.'1CB PlVE 
BT 
UNCLAS//N01650// 
BEST OF TYPE CONGRA11JLAT10NS 
1. IT lS WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT 1 NOTE YOUR SELECTION AS BEST 01' TYPE OF 
THE PACU'lC NAVAL CONSTRUCTlON FORCE FOR fY72. YOU CAN BE JUSTIFIABLY PROl'D 
OF YOUR SUPERIOR OVERALL P£RFORKANC£ l.'11ICI! PREVAILS OVER SUCI! S'IllONC AND OUT
STANDING COMP!TTTlON. 
2. ON BEHA.LF OF THE E.°'TtRE NAVFAC/CEC/SEABEE FAMILY, I EXTESD HARTlF.ST CO:\-
CRATULATlONS Af.1> A WARM "WELL DO:IE". IVJlM W.K. f:NCER, CHt£f OF CIVLL ESClSE-
ERS, SENDS. 
BT 
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R 041721Z AUC 72 
FM: COMCBl.>J(f OAVISVILL£, R.l. 
TO: IOICB FIVE 
BT 
UNCl.AS/ /N03600// 
PAClFlC BEST OF TYPE BATTALION f'lSCAL YEAR 72 
1. MY SINCERE CONGRATULATI ONS TO THE OFFICERS Al<'D KEN OF l.'MCB FTVF. ON YOUR 
RECENT SELECTION OF PACtrrc BEST OF TYPF.. WP.LL DON!. 
CAPTAIN W.R. ROCERS 
BT 

R 28009SZ JUL 72 
FM: THREE ZERO NCR (FWD) 111AlN 
TO: NMCB FIVE 
BT 
UNCLAS//N01650// 
BEST OF TYPE AWARD 
l. THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT NMCB FIVE WAS SEU'.CTID AS BEST OP TYPE IN IRE PACTFlC 
fl.u:t' FOR FY-72 CAME AS NO SURPRISE TO ME. I HAVE HAD TH£ OPPORTUNtTY TO OB-
SERVE FIRST RAND YOUR SUPERB PEllFORMANCE IN SUPPORT or CONTINGENCY OPERAT!ONS • • 
THE PROFESSIONAl.tSM WITH lolHtCH YOU EXECUTED THE ~UNt--OUT PLAN. THE VOLU!olE OF 
WORK ACCOMPLISHED IN ONLY SIXTY DAYS WHILE WORKINC UNDER MOST ADVERSE CONDITIONS 
OF HEAT, lAlN, AUSTERE LIVING CONDITIONS, TTCllT SCHEDULES AND CRANGtNC PRIOR IT TES 
HAS K£l' OR el<CEEDP.D EVlllY STANDARD OF PERPORMA.'«:E EXPECTED OF THE ALLERI' llAT-
TALION. YOUR SJ!LECTION ALSO CONFIRMS THAT OTHER CHALLENGES FACED BY YOUR OFFICERS 
AND MEN DURING THE PAST YEAR IN VIETNAM, CUAK, OTHER DEPLOYMENT SITES AND tN 
HOMD'ORT WERE l'IEI WITll SAME DEDICATION M"D PROFESSIONALISM 
2. THE SEA.BEES OF FIVE RAVE TRULY EARMED THE HONOR OF BEING HANDED BEST OF TYPE. 
CONCRAIULATIONS, KEEP UP THE GOOD \ERIC AND WEAR YOUR E PROUDLY. 
COMMODORE UEGAN SENDS. 
BT 

R 272244Z JUL 72 
Fl4: COM THREE ONE NCR PORBUE CA 
TO 1 NMCB FIVE 
BT 
UNCI.AS//N016SO// 
BEST OF TYPE 1972 
l . HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR SELECTION AS BEST OF T'll'I! PACIFIC NCF FOR 
FY72. THE OPP1C£RS AND HEii OP YOUR HOMEPORT llFr.fMENT All PROUD TO RAVE YOU AS 
A PART OF TRE PAClPtC TEAM. WELL DONE. 
BT 

R 262120Z JUL 72 
FM: NMCB ON! TWU:E THREE ClTLFPOJU' HISS 
TO: NMCB FIVE THAI 
BT 
UNCLAS//N016SO// 
B£ST OP TYPE 
1. CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR DESIGNATION OF BEST OF 1YPE. YOUR ltlST OESERVIliC 
OE THIS PINE AWARD. WE LOOK FORWARD SE£1NC YOU AT OUR NE:l'T TURNOVER, 
BT 
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R 282326Z JUL 72 
FM: NHC8 11lREE PORllU! CA 
TO: l'IMCB FIVE NAM PHONG TllA!LANO 
BT 
f1NCLAS//N016~0// 
8EST Of' TY PE BAI'TAL ION 72 
l. IWU>tEST CONGRATULATtONS TO A GREAT BATTALION AS BEST Of TYPE SHC8. 
2. HOPE TO REVERSE POSITlONS THIS YR. CDR SMITH SENJ'\S. 
BT 

R 272216Z JUL 72 
f"I: Nl1C8 FOUR PORHU E CA 
TO: NMCB FIVE 
BT 
UNCLAS//N01650// 
CONGRATULATIONS 
A. COMCBPAC 261433Z JUL 72 
l. REF A NOTED WITH PLEASURE. TIIE f'AlllfLOUS FOUR RELINQII!Sll Tllf.IR TITI.E TO TH! 
FAMOUS FtVE. THE OrFtCERS ""'\D ~ OF h'MCll FOOR WlSH YOU OF h'MCR FIVE CONTil\1JEO 
SUCCESS ON THE OCCASTON OF YOVll SELECTION AS TIU. BEST Of TYl'li: DURING f£SCAL ,.R. 
72. WELL DONE. 
BT 

R U0341Z Sf;.1' 72 
PM: COMCBPAC WJCALAPA HI. 
TO: !>."!CB FIVE OltlNAWA 
BT 
UNCLAS//N01650// 
BEST OF TYPE BATTALION 72 
1. THE OFFICERS AND MEN OP NMCB FIVE CAN JUSTlFIABLY 8E PROUD OF YOUR OUTSTAh'O
u;c PUIFORMANCE IN MEETING TRE OPERATIONAL REQUIREMESTS IN THAILAND. THE DEM
ONSTRATED RUJ>INESS, MOBil.ITY, AS!> DEDICATION AS EXlllBITEI> IN TllE ut.'OERTAKING 
OF ALL ASSIGNED CONSTRUCTION ASSIGNMENTS RAS BEES MOST COMME"'OABLE. 
2. THROUCR RESOURCEFUL PLANNING ASD SCllEDULlNC, AND SUPEl.8 LOGISTIC COORDlNA-
TlOll, YOU HAVE PROVIDED NAM PHONG WITH A THRIVING COMPLEX OF MILITARY l'ACILITIES. 
3. MY PERSO!W. THANKS M'D CONGRATlltATIONS TO EACR HAN. YOU KAVE SET SIANDARDS 
Of READlNl!SS ANO CONSTRUCTION THAT WLLL LONG RF.MAIN A CRALLENGE TO FUTURE PACI
fIC F'LEET ALERT BATTALIONS. 
RAD!'! I SELIN SE?.1>S. 
BT 
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R 282326Z JUL 72 
P.1: NMCB THREE PORHUE CA 
TO: NMCB FIVE NAM PHONG THAll.M'l> 
BT 
UNCLAS//N01650// 
BEST OF TYPE llATIALION 72 
1. HARDIEST CONGRATULATlONS TO A GREAT llATTALlON AS BEST OF TY PE ).."1C8. 
2. HOPE TO REVERSE POSlTlONS THIS YR. COR SMITH SENnS. 
BT 

R 272216Z JUL 72 
FH: N!'ICB FOUR PORJIUE CA 
TO: !.'MCB FIVE 
BT 
UNCLAS/ /N01650// 
CON\.RATULATIOSS 
A. COMCBPAC 26143JZ JUL 72 
l. REt" A NOTED WITH PWSURf. THE FA.BULOUS FOUR REl,!NQUTSH THElR TITLE TO THE 
t"AMOUS l'lVE. TllE OFl'ICERS AND HEN OF NMCB FOUR WlSH \'OU Of Nl1CB FTVE COITTUllH'.I} 
SUCCESS ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR SELECTION AS rm: BP.ST OF TYPE DURING rtSCAI. YR 
72. WELL DONE. 
BT 

R lJOJ4lZ SEP 72 
FM: COHCBPAC HAlALAPA Ht. 
TO: l\MCB FlVE OKlliAWA 
BT 
UNCLAS//N01650// 
BEST OF TYPE BATTALION 72 
l. TllE OFrICERS ANO MEN OF hllCB rlVE CAN JUSTtl'lAB!Y BE PROUD OF YOUR OUTSTAND-
ING PEU'ORMANCE IN MEETING THE OPERATlONAL REQUIREMf'.NTS IN THAILAND. THE DEM-
ONSTRATED READINESS, MOBILITY, AND DEDICATION AS EXHIBITED IN THE UNDERTAKlNC 
OF ALL ASSICNED CONSTIWCT!ON ASSIC~ENTS RAS BEEN HOST COMME.NDABL£. 
2 . THROUGH RESOURCEFUL PLA.'INlNC ANO Scm:DULUlC , ,u;o SUPERB LOGISTIC COOR1>tNA-
TION, YOU RAVE PROVIDED 1W1 PHONG l.'lTH A THRIVING COMPLEX OF MILITARY FACILlTlES. 
J, HY PERSONAL Tl!ANlCS AND CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH MAN. YOU HAVE SET STAl>'DARDS 
OP ll£AD1NESS A!.i> CONSTIUICTION THAT WILL LONG REMAIN A CHALLENGE T-0 FUTURE PACI
FIC FLE£T ALERT BAITALIONS. 
RADH ISfil.tN SENDS. 
BT 
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R 260851Z AUG 72 
FH: CG FIRST MAW 
TO: CC TASK FORCE DELTA 
u.-ro; !>'MCB FlVE 
BT 
UNCLAS//NOOOOO// 
TASK FORCE DELTA PASS TO JOTH NCR DET AND USAF DF:I FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE 
OF DUTY 
1 . IT IS WITH PRIDE AND DEEP ADM.lRATlON THAT I CONGRATUl.ATE THE OFFICERS AND 
MEN OF TASK FORCE DELTA, MAG-15 , SEABEES, LOGISTIC SUPPORT CROUP, AND AIR FORCE 
P£RSONNEL FOR A JOB WELL DONE. THE SUCCESSFtJL ESTABLISl!l1F.NT OF A MARlllE CORPS 
Aill BASE AT NAM PHONG HADE A.'lOTlfER CHAPTER TO OUR E?lVIABLE HISTORY. NEVER IN 
THE HISTORY OF TIU! KARINE CORPS AVlATlON HAS A COMBAT AIR BAS! BEDI ESTABLISHED 
SO FAR INLAND, U/ SPITE OF HEAT , lt:INSOON RAINS , Afro PRHUTIVE SURROUNDINGS, ALL 
OF YOU MADE THIS "IMPOSSIBLE TASK SE~ ROUTINE". EVERYONE WllO VISITS "ROSE 
GARDEN" LEAVES DEEPLY ll!.PRESSED WITH THE SPIRIT, DEOtCATJ0:-1 AND "CAN 00" ATTJTl!OE 
THAT IS SO APPAllEHT. 
2. TRIS ACHIEVEMENT WAS NOT AN ALL MAJUt<E SHOW BY ANY MEANS. WITHOUT THE SUP-
ERIOR SUPl'ORT OF TUE SEABEES, THE BAS£ COULD HAVE NEVER OPENED ON SCHEDULE. 
THE T~RK AND HARMONY THE M.ARINE/ACR FORCE/ARMY/SEABEE TEAM DISPl.AYED.lN 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF NAM PHONG HAS SET TRE STANDARDS FOR FUTURE JOINT SERVICE 
EFFORTS. THE EFFICIENCY AND COOPERATION BY ALL COl>'CERNEO C011l.D llOT HAVE BEEN 
BETTER • 
3. TUE AIRCREWS AND MEN OF MARINE AIRCRAFT CROUP-lS · BAVE KY GRATITUDE, AND r•~ 
SURE THE GRATITUDE OF ALL FllEEDOH LOVING P&OPI.£ 111 THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM f'OR 
THE LARCE ROLE THEY ARE PLOYING Ui STOPPINC NORTH VIETNAMESE ACCll.ESSIOS IN 
SOUTll VI El NAM • 
4. I SALUTE YOUR RECORD OP ACHlEVEMEITT At.'D URGE EVERYON£ TO CONTINUE IN THE 
SAME FINE TRADITION. MAJGDI BROWN. 
BT 
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