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Subj : 6:0~1~1and:li:;tory 

Annex I ,  Per iodic/iJlonti~ly Opera t ing  Repx t 1 JIM 8 1  - 3 1  ,JAN 31 
Annex I T ,  P e r i o d i c / l ~ o n t h l y  Opera t ing  Bepor t  1 FGB 8 1  - 28 Fe3  8 1  
Annex 111, Periodic/illonthly Opera t ing  Report  1 lvIAR 8 1  - 3 1  ?lAR 8 1  
Anaex IV ,  Perdiodic/:4onthly Opera t ing  Report  1 i P R  8 1  - 30 APT 8 1  
Annex V, Periodic/5Ionthly Oprlrating R q o r t  1 YAY 8 1  - 3 1  TRY 8 1  
HilnCX V I ,  Periodic/I4onthly Opera t ing  Report  1JUN 8 1  - 30 \SUN 8 1  
Annex V I I ,  Per iodic /Konthly  Opera t ing  Report  1 JUL 8 1  - 3 1  JUL d l  
Annex V I I I ,  Periodic/blonthly Opera t ing  Repor t  1 AUG 8 1  - 31 AUG 8 1  
Annex I X ,  Per  iodic/&lonthly Opera t ing  Report  1 SEP 81 - 30 S,:P . 3 1  
Annex X ,  Periodic/l.lonthly Opera t ing  Repor t  1 OCT 8 1  - 25 OCT 81 
Annex X I ,  P e r i o d i c  Opera t ing  Repor t  26 OC'T 8 1  - 4 3EC 8 1  
Annex XII, P e r i o d i c  Opera t ing  Repor t  5 December 8 1  - 3 FE3 8 2  
Annex XIII, Command H i s t o r y  Update 
Annex XIV, Pe rsonne l  ilanning Rosters 
Annex XV, End o f  C r u i s e  Report  - : - l ed i t s r ranesn  - AUG 80 - :JiR 31 

1. In accordance w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  (a) , t h e  fo l lowing  is submi kted as VW-126  ' s  
Coi~~nandH i s t o r y  f o r  ca lendar  year  198i :  

a. Oasic H i s t o r y .  

(i)13dH Gary ;.I. W i  tzenburg , USN, ~ ' 1 3 . 2 0  was Coinmanding 
O f t i c e r  lr;m 3 Deceinber 1980 mt i l  squadron change of comiiand on 1 February 
1982, rvhen comnand was assumea 01 cZR John Tq. ("Jackw) Bookhultz,  USN, 
-91310. 

( 2 )  ihe i ~ i ; ~  ti% of coi,linand, and honepor t .*ere unchailgerlim, c o m ~ o s i  
i n  1 9 8 i .  rhe o f f i c e r  and en l i ; t_ea  aen xanning r e c o r l s  f o r  1981  a r e  a t t a c h e d  
3s s n c l o s ~ r e(13) . 

b. Suininary oi Opera t ions  ( s p e c i i i c  d e t a i l s  i n  A;lncxes I - X I I )  

(1) 0 1  Sam d l  - 1 7  W l i  8 1  - Ueplcyed ,.iL.sarcl USS JOCJ  r'. K Z X r a Y  
(CV-67) t o  i h u  ':edi c e r r d n e m  Sea. 



Subj: Cormnand History 

(a) 13-17 JAN 81: Par t i c ipa ted  i n  National Week exerc ises  

(b) 31 JAN 81: Burning Wind, t h e  KENNEDY A i r  Wing was task-
ed t o  provide coverage for  reconnaissance a i r c r a f t  i n  the  Gulf of Sidra.  

(c) 11 & 12 FEB 81: DASIX matched CVW-1 s t r i k e  forces  agains t  
the  southern coastal defenses of France. 

(d) 22-24 FEB 81: An amphibious operat ion off  of the  southern 
coast of Spain was pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  by the  VAW-126 "SEAHAWKS" during PHIBLEX 
exerc ises  . 

(2) 18-28 MAR 81: Trans i t  to Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfolk, Virginia  

(3)  28 MAR 8 1  - 18 J U N  81: Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfolk, Virginia  

(4) 18 JUN 8 1  - 30 JUN 81: Fallon, Nevada for  exerc ises  with CVW-3, 
t h e  "SEAHAWKS" new a i r  wing. 

(5) 01 JUL 81 - 23 AUG 81: Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfolk, Virginia  

(6)  24 AUG 8 1  - 13 SEP 81: Refresher Training 

(7)  14 SEP 8 1  - 08 OCT 81: Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfolk, Virginia 

(8) 09 OCT 81 - 18 OCT 81: TYT I, VACAPES area  

(9) 19 OCT 8 1  - 25 OCT 81: Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfolk, Virginia 

(10) 26 OCT 8 1  - 12 DM: 81: TYT I1 A/B, TYT 111, ORE conducted i n  
Puer t o  R i c o  Operating Area. 

(11)13 DM: 8 1  - 31 DM: 81: Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfolk, Virginia  



HISTORY OF VAW-126 


C a r r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY SIX is a 
major element of  t h e  c a r r i e r  a i rbo rne  e a r l y  warning (VAW) f o r c e s  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  Navy. The squadron's primary mission is t o  use  long range 
r a d a r s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  t o  provide t h e  C a r r i e r  Task Force 
Commander wi th  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  warning of  impending a i r  a t t a c k ,  and 
us ing  t h e  computer based weapons system, h e l p  defend t h e  fo rce  by 
d i r e c t i n g  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  t o  meet t h e  t h r e a t .  Moreover, t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
of its four  Grumman E-2C HAWKEYE a i r c r a f t  have proven t o  be excep t iona l ly  
v e r s a t i l e ,  enabl ing  t h e  squadron's a i rc rews  t o  p lay  important r o l e s  i n  
o the r  va r i ed  ope ra t ions ,  among them s t r i k e  c o n t r o l ,  s u r f  ace  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  
and search  and r e scue  missions.  

VAW-126, t h e  youngest of t h e  E-2 squadrons i n  C a r r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  
Warning Wing TWELVE, was commissioned on 1 A p r i l  1969 i n  Norfolk, 
Vi rg in ia .  The new squadron wi th  its four  E-2A a i r c r a f t  was made p a r t  of 
Attack C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVENTEEN, and began a long a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
CVW-17 and wi th  USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) which u l t ima te ly  included four  
extended deployments t o  t h e  Mediterranean during t h e  f i v e  year  per iod  
through September 1974. Af te r  completing t h e i r  f i r s t  c r u i s e  wi th  t h i s  
team i n  J u l y  1970, t h e  squadron t r a n s i t i o n e d  t o  t h e  E-2B, a newer ve r s ion  
o f  t h e  same b a s i c  a i r c r a f t ,  b u t  equipped wi th  a more f l e x i b l e  computer 
weapons system. Also during t h i s  per iod  wi th  t h e  CVW-17/E'ORRESTAL team, 
VAW-126 won the  h ighly  coveted NAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  Readiness E f f i c i ency  "Em 
and t h e  CNO Sa fe ty  Award i n  1971, and then  won t h e  r ead ines s  "En award a 
second time i n  1974. 

Winning t h r e e  major competi t ive awards s o  e a r l y  i n  its h i so ry  VAW-126 
became recognized a s  t h e  outs tanding  performer among a l l  Eas t  Coast VAW 
squadrons, and toge ther  wi th  t h e i r  t r u l y  unique and ever-growing accident-
f r e e  record ,  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  VAW-126's record  as t h e  Navy's f i n e s t .  

While homeward bound fol lowing t h e i r  f i n a l  deployment wi th  FORRESTAL 
i n  September 1974, t he  squadron was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  USS AMERICA 
(CVA-66). Th i s  f i r s t  mid-ocean t r a n s f e r  of an e n t i r e  E-2 squadron 
provided CVW-8 wi th  v i t a l  VAW a s s e t s  f o r  an ex tens ive  NATO e x e r c i s e  i n  t h e  
North A t l a n t i c ,  and added a new dimension of f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  Navy carrier 
opera t ions .  The NATO c r u i s e  a l s o  marked VAW-126's f i n a l  E-2B f l y i n g  a s  
well .  Following t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  Norfolk i n  October 1974, t h e  squadron 
began its t r a n s i t i o n  t o  E-2C HAWKEYE, an a i r c r a f t  s i m i l i a r  i n  appearance 
t o  i ts predecesors ,  b u t  wi th  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more capable  and r e l i a b l e  
weapons system. 

By August 1975, t h e  squadron had commenced a whirlwind series of s h o r t  
ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Caribbean, and wi th  t h e i r  f u t u r e  airwing,  CW-9, i n  
Miramar, Ca l i fo rn i a .  I n  May 1976, they  began t h e  f i r s t  of many t r i p s  
moving t h e  e n t i r e  squadron back and f o r t h  between Norfolk and t h e  western 
c o a s t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  ope ra t e  wi th  CVW-9, and prepare  f o r  t h e i r  
upcoming deployment on t h e  USS CONSTELLATION (CV-64) . The f i r s t  
deployment was Fa l lon ,  Nevada where t h e  new E2C/F-14 TOMCAT team worked 
toge ther  i n  f l e e t  ant i -warfare  exe rc i se s .  
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Following sever  a 1  s h o r t  pe r iods  of r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  ope ra t ions  t h e  
squadron r e tu rned  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  January 1977 f o r  a major deployment 
which included s e v e r a l  a t -sea pe r iods  f o r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a in ing .  I n  A p r i l ,  
VAW-126 l e f t  San Diego f o r  t he  Ph i l i pp ines ,  and i n  t h e  fol lowing months, 
t h e  squadron v i s i t e d  such p l a c e s  as Thai land,  Singapore, Hong Kong, Korea, 
and Japan. The Western ope ra t ing  a r e a  provided wide-open "Blue Water" 
ope ra t ion  which allowed t h e  a i r c r a f t  and a i rc rews  t o  ope ra t e  a t  t h e i r  
f u l l e s t  p o t e n t i a l .  The WESTPAC 77 deployment was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  evo lu t ion  i n  t h a t  it concluded t h e  h ighly  succes s fu l  P a c i f i c  
F l e e t  i n t roduc t ion  of  t he  E-2C by VAW-126. I n  May 1978 VAW-126 r e tu rned  t o  
t h e  West Coast and r e jo ined  CVW-9 f o r  t he  squadron's second and f i n a l  
Western P a c i f i c  deployment. 

The "SEAHAWKS" of VAW-126 deployed from San Diego aboard USS 
CONSTELLATION on 26 Sepetember 1978 and s a i l e d  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  wi th  a 
b r i e f  s t o p  f o r  ope ra t ions  and l i b e r t y  i n  Hawaii. This  c r u i s e  u l t i m a t e l y  
l a s t e d  nea r ly  e i g h t  months, covered over 52,000 miles ranging over three-
f o u r t h s  of t h e  e a r t h ' s  longi tudes ,  and took CONSTELLATION and t h e  
"SEAHAWKS" t o  Korea, Japan, Singapore, Ph i l i pp ines ,  and t h e  Indian  Ocean 
whi le  spending over 70% of  t h e  c r u i s e  steaming i n  support  of n a t i o n a l  
ob jec t ives .  Upon t h e  squadron's homecoming a t  NAS Norfolk on 17 May 1979, 
VAW-126 began t r a n s i t i o n i n g  t o  t h e  new ARPS ve r s ion  of  t h e  E-2C. 

The VAW-126 "SEAHAWKS" joined t h e  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY/CVW-1 team upon 
its r e t u r n  t o  t h e  E a s t  Coast. I n  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Caribbean. 
Tra in ing  cont inued through A p r i l  and May, wi th  TYT I and I1 conducted o f f  
t h e  c o a s t s  of V i r g i n i a  and F lo r ida .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  phases of t r a i n i n g  
l ead ing  up t o  t h e  Opera t iona l  Readiness Exam (ORE), USS JOHN F. KENNEDY on 
30 May 1980 steamed i n t o  Boston harbor f o r  OPSAIL 80. The "SEAHAWKS", 
along wi th  a h o s t  of s a i l i n g  s h i p s  from around t h e  world, rece ived  a very 
warm welcome from t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Boston dur ing  t h e  c i t y ' s  350th b i r thday  
ce l eb ra t ion .  

On August 4,  1980 t h e  g lobe - t ro t t i ng  "SEAHAWKS" set o f f  f o r  t h e  
Mediterranean. Their t r a v e l s  included seven d i f f e r e n t  p o r t s  i n  a t o t a l  of 
s i x  c o u n t r i e s  inc luding  such e x o t i c  p o r t s  as Alexandria ,  Egypt; Haifa ,  
I s r a e l ;  and Athens, Greece. The "SEAHAWKS" re tu rned  t o  Norfolk on 28 
March 1981. 

I n  J u l y  1981, VAW-126 joined CVW-3 which rep laced  CVW-1 a s  t h e  a i r  wing 
a t t ached  t o  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV-67) . The squadron began wor kups f o r  
t h e i r  upcoming Indian  Ocean Cru i se  wi th  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  l a t e  August 
i n  t h e  Caribbean. TYT I was conducted o f f  t he  c o a s t s  of V i r g i n i a  and 
North Caro l ina  i n  e a r l y  October. TYT I1 and I11 were completed dur ing  a 
busy November wi th  t h e  "SEAHAWKS" s e t t i n g  a new squadron record  of  462 
f l i g h t  hours dur ing  t h e  month. The Opera t iona l  Readiness Evalua t ion  was 
completed i n  e a r l y  December and t h e  squadron re turned  t o  Norfolk f o r  a 
w e l l  deserved Christmas r e s t  on t h e  1 1 t h  of December. 

The VAW-126 "SEAHAWKS" depar ted  Norfolk t h e  4 t h  of January 1982 f o r  
t h e  Indian  Ocean and a s i x  month deployment. The squadron is looking 
forward t o  s e v e r a l  p o r t  c a l l s  inc luding  t h e  c i t i e s  of Malaga, Spain, 
Pe r th ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  and Mombassa, Kenya. 
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Most unique throughout  VAW-126's h i s t o r y ,  and by f a r  t h e i r  p roudes t  
o v e r a l l  achievement, is t h e  squadron's cont inu ing  h i s t o r y  of  t o t a l l y  
acc iden t - f r ee  opera t ions .  S ince  i ts  commissioning i n  A p r i l  1969, t h e  
squadron has  completed 59 months of  i n t e n s i v e  deployed c a r r i e r  ope ra t i ons ,  
logged 21,642 acc iden t - f r ee  hours. Through t h e i r  p rofess iona l i sm on t h e  
ground and i n  t h e  a i r ,  and by t h e i r  cons t an t  and t o t a l  ded i ca t ion  to 
s a f e t y ,  VAW-126 personnel  have maintained t h i s  env iab l e  record  through t h e  
years .  Each new acc ident - f ree  moment now sets a new s t anda rd  f o r  
exce l l ence  i n  Naval Avia t ion  u n i t s .  VAW-126, a j u s t l y  proud squadron, is 
c e r t a i n l y  "showing t h e  way." 

COMMANDING OFF1 CERS 

0 1  APR 69 - 05 APR 70. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Albe r t  W. OLDHAM 

05 APR 70 - 0 1  APR 71. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Robert  M. HARP 

0 1  APR 7 1  - 28 JAN 72. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Floyd A. FRIESEN 

28 JAN 72 - 03 JAN 73. . . . . . . . . . . CDR George ORMOND J R  

03 J A N  73 - 07 FED 74. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Harold J. BERNSEN 

07 FED 74 - 16 J A N  75. . . . . . . . . . . CDR DavidM. KLETTER 

16  J A N  75 - 28 APR 76. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Horace M. WALTER JR 

28 APR 76 - 1 5  JUL 77. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Robert  E. KORDALSKI 

1 5  JUL 77 - 08 SEP 78. . . . . . . . . . . CDRDennis M. KINNEY 

08 SEP 78 - 05 SEP 79. . . . . . . . . . . CDRVady R. CLARK 

05 SEP 79 - 08 DEC 80. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Herman J. LONG JR 

08 DEC 80 - 0 1  FEB 82. . . . . . . . . . . CDR Gary M. WITZENBURG 
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