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n JAM 6s t~ 12 PEB 68: bt- $0 BAS OW-, the qts.dron 
croathuod a normal trsinin( wale 4 Wgm %mneingm a t  Fmtmss Field 
in preparatioa for aaraer q ~ i o a t i o + r .  

~ P & B  68 t o  16 W 68: Squdron Wu3c.d in U S  
( C V L  ) for h e r  qualificrationr, 

11 68 18 68: Doa0j.d t q  N U  b y  West, tho squadron 
e t d  crontintoou~ ready alert on "hot padm duty, 

19 MAR 68 t o  22 bPB 68s blstwmbg ansa agoin to Oeaana, tho 
.Q-~D l~0-d i t s  dpow t-ng aysle, ud bogan a heavy *bounaeu 
ecrhwhle in p p ~ a t i o a  far a rhJEodom maire, 

22 rPla a,% 20 Mjg 68: 010 board USS FORBEST& (CYA-59), the rqrudron 
p r t i s i p r t d  i n  exercriaw under the ruprviaion of the Pleat Trai~ing 
Group* 

20 MAX 68 %o 11 JUtI 6 8 8  wmpJeting r m~meafuI eruise t o  
GZTW, the Bed Bippers seturn4 t o  0 - w  far routine trahxbg. 

11 JW1 68 te 26 JW 681 && ab- IlSS IPORRESTUI (CVA-s), the 
Bml htippera, c5ew with Air Wing ShFVmm, emired south of Jaokrcm- 
e , Unable t o  e~nplc te  the rohdu ld  Oprational Bedimarr 
f n r ~ t i 0 ~  dl&@ tO turbh* . b o d  the @hip, th@ W'U&&e War 
ahortenmi 10 

24 JU# 68 to 19 Jt& 68: Orno. ag& returning to Otworm, the W d  
Bippore L q u l  final preparrtioar f o r  tha srrrlrs t c p  the Medikrrwm 
Sea w i t h  the Om S. Sixth Fleet, Again %oumbqf a t  Fentress Held 
-5 1P.arily oBSLedaed. 

19 Ja 68 k, 26 JUL 681 B o d &  US$ FO-AL (CVA-59) th. 19th 
rrr;t deported COWS the anal, mririag im th. BBD an th. 26th. 

9 AIKi 68 to 16 Am 68: &oud USS FY)-Ut (WA-59) the sqwadmn 
viritsd MmreiI3err Fxanm whom the a h a @  af c d  ocrs\nrckd. 
CDR D. D, DAVIS019 reUeved CDB J. S. C-. 



16 PUG 68 to 26 MG 68: Operations in the Westga NSl ,  

27 N G  68 to 3 SIP 682 Aboard TAL ( ~ ~ d 5 9 ) ,  the 
squadron visited Athana, keeoat. 

3 SB 68 to 14 3~ 68: Operatiom On the Aegean and ~on iaa  Sear, 

15 S P  68 to 22 SBP 68: h a r d  U9S lppRUS!l!AL (cvA-fig), the 
aquadron visited Taletta, U t a ,  

22 S&P 68 t o  28 SJ!P 68: !the aquadron participated in  a large 
anti-air warfare ~nreiroise+ 

1 QeT 68 to 8 OCT 68: During an anchorage a t  drgoatoli, Greeae 
ths squadron particripated i n  a n e e t  Commandem Conferexme, 

9 OGT 68 to 15 OCT 68: Aboard US9 
Bippm visited Tttr-to, Italy* 

$6 QOT 68 to  4 MOB 68: Contirming operations aboard WBBISTPL 
with the Sixth l leet ,  the aquadron oontimed mutine peaostime o p e  
ationat, hrrisg the month of October thb airarawe aet a squadron 
rmord of flight horn (536.4) i n  the &Domall-Douglas F@ Phantom II* 

5 NOV 68 to 10 NW 688 'Phe agnadro@ visited Thessaloniki, Creme, 

11 NOV 68 to  24 NOV 68: Oontinumd normal operations aboard CVA-59 
ar VSS ~ ~ T A L  steumd toward the Westem MEP), 

25 NOT 68 to 1 DIE 683 'Phe squadron visited Pdlnaa de Na jorica* 

2 DS 68 to 6 DEC 68: Pmucetime operations in the Tymhmian Sea* 

7 Dm 68 to 16 DEG 683 The aqrradran viaitrd Grmoa, Italy and 8-t 
a detuohment of three airurewr and two aircraft t o  TJhesltm Air Forue 
Bare in Libya, 

16 DEDO &Lao 22 Dm 682 Qpmatiom were c a r r i d  on jointly 
with the &@&& Navy, 

23 D W  68 t o  3 JAN 69: The USS lR3mTAL (wA-59) pulled into 
Golfe Juan, Emnae f o r  a ( r ' h r i e b r  d e n t *  



Command Hietors Bd~~rti 

2. Baa10 N a f i a f i ~ b  

Connaiseioned 1 Feb- 1927, t he  Ibd Mpperrr have had e w e r d  

deeilplationsl, but rarrnaln the  oldest oodtinually re t iva  f ighter  aquudmn * in t he  Navy. The insignia i s  oomposed of a boar's head from the 

Gordon Gin lable w i t h  a s t r ing  of bologna beneath it, P blue ehidd 

emblazoned w i t h  a red lightning bol t  b~aeks ted  by two red balls 

compriesa the  raenaindsr of the  insignie, The insignia is probably 

best ~nrplained by the  following excerpt writts~l many para ago by 

one of the  original  members, 

RThs boarre head i a  taken directly Iflwn t he  one tha t  graces 

the  l a b d  of the  Gordonrs Gin bott ls ,  The ecro l l  affect  under the  

head is E s t r ing  of link eatusage, a good l i n e  of bologna, which all 

manbera were t o  be adept a t  nahooting", 9!he balls on the  shield 

might be aa l led  balls of f i r e  j actndll$, they were aupprraed t o  t y p w  

good, atrong mecrillnitpe The bolt  of lightning was t he  bar a in i s t s r  

of bastardy* The whole thane was worked in to  a so r t  of toaet  o r  

oreed with which the  8qaadronre mmberrs were t o  begin and and all 

good drinking bouts, I oantt  ram.iabm all of the  toaat, but it was 

something t o  the  d f m t  that,  8 H m t r  t o  ue, the  glLD BIPPEaS - a 

goddsmn bunah of gin drinking, bologna lallnging, two W e d ,  he-man 

baetarde 1 t *n 

Contimting t raining bagan thrr prwiaus year, the  egnadron star ted 

the  new year (1968) a t  NdS ocemm, TJssinia, On the 1 lth of January 

t he  group deployed t o  N M S  Fallon, Nevada f o r  pract ical  t m b i n g  i n  

conventional wsapons delivery* During t he  two-weak period, the  Rsd 

Bppere flew an impressive 305 hops f o r  a t o t a l  of %2*9 hour6 of 



f l igh t ,  Following a very mcces6Ful time on the  Nsvada bombing; range, 

the squadron returned t o  home-base a t  qAS Oasaaa, Virginia* Back a t  

O o a m  i n  the  and of January, routine $raining wae rs-ed; and i n  the  

beginning of February emphaeis was plaqed on H e l d  C&er Landing  

Praetioe a t  Pentrefir Field, DPring t h i a  p d o d  a t o t a l  of 169 hops 

(72 night hops) war amaseed y i e l d i n g  81*2 t o t a l  hours of f l i g h t  

(56A hours a t  night), In t he  middle of tho month, the  squadron rpent 

3 days aboard US8 INDEPENDENCE ( m d 6 2 )  f o r  wrrisr qyal if iar t ionr  

completing 58 day arrested lmdingr and .night arrer ted h id ings*  

Immediatdy after t he  8uoamrful aslrriW qwnlifioations, TF-11 do- 

ployed t o  NAS Ksry West, e&, standing oontirmouza ready alert on 

mhot pad@ duty3 during which th8 they flew 181 hops to ta l l ing  271 

hour6 of f l ight*  mar one month of duty i n  Key Vest, t he  squadron 

returned t o  Ocetana t he  19th of Idaroh* Eoutine training was undertaken 

again and f l igh t  time up t o  22 April to ta l led  343-5 hours, O f  t h i a  to ta l ,  

82.1 hours were night time and were du6 la rge ly  t o  heavy bourns 

p d o d a  a t  night on Fentress JELeld, p~~ f o r  a oruise t o  GITMO 

aboard USS l'ORB%STAL (wA-59) * Lea* home a- on 22 April, VF-11 , 
along with CVW-17 (~arrier Alr W i n g  SJWY~JTEEN), participated i n  

a r m i a e e  controlled by the  Fleet Traiqing Group, A t  t he  conalusion of 

a sacaessful craiee f o r  refretsher traiqing, the  squadron returned t o  

Oaeana f o r  final preparations pr ior  t o  the  ehort uruise, on the  

PY)RRlBTAL f o r  the  Operational Readineed Inrrpmtion+ On the  11th of 

June we f ind  the  Bod Rippers regmttp3.q with Air M i n g  SEVEREEN aboard 

PDRRRSTAL f o r  a d~ploymant mouth of Jaukeonville, Elorida, Unable t o  

complete the  achedded Operational Bsadinese Inspslrtion due t o  

2 ~ c l o m e  (2) 



turbine malfbmtions aboard the  ahip, the  cruise waa shortened tsar 

days, In the  two weak period from 11 June t o  26 June, the  Bsd jEtippars 

to ta l led  282*f hours (57d a t  night), a d  thaa, from the  point of 

crew proficimay i n  operations around the  ahip, the  craisr, war very 

mooes8m* 

Axriving back, o m s  again, at  t h e w  Oobana home, the  Red Rippers 

laarintainsd a rigoronst training mhedale aonsisting primarily of 

#born#  periods a t  F a t r e r e  t o  re ta in  the  high degree of profioisncy 

gained on the  short umise  off Jaok8onvtlllea I n  the  three we& period 

f r o m  26 J ~ n e  t o  I 9  July 1968, f l i g h t  t b 6  t o t a l l d  44 day hope and 

97 night hops r e m l t i n g  in l&t7 t o t a l  h m s  of which an imprearrive 

10901 w a r s  night horn ,  !Dmmgh the  rQ3nainder of the  month* the 

rquadron was attaahsd t o  USS TAL, Boarding with all handrr. 

and equipat on 19 July, the  squadron wae prepared t o  depart the  

Continental United Sta tes  f o r  a scheduled ninbmonth cruise i n  the  

With the  U* S* S W h  n e a t ,  The ship left  Pi- 'I2 

in Norfolk, Virginia on 22 July  and .the oruiae was o f f i c i a l ly  underway* 

Af t -  an unovnntfal Atlantic croasfng, the  ship and i t 8  air wing 

arrived in the  hditclrsanean Sea on 26 July and #teamed tow& the  

Tyrrhenian Sea t o  conduot air opcrration#, 

The month of dngnet fonnd the  egaradron in port13 in both the 

Egrttem and Wsrrtlru~ lbditermmean, Beginning in Namseilles, Fmmae 

as t he  firrt port visit, the Red Ripprrrr took advantage of the  l u l l  

i n  a c t i v i t i e s  with a change of oommmd, O n  9 Augwt 1968, Coanaander 

James 8, (X.4RE was relieved of a-d of EYj@ter Sqaadron ELm, 

The World h o w  Red Rippsrs, by Oommmdcsr David D* DAaSON in a 



oeremony aboard US8 FORRE3TAL (CVA-59), 

Back t o  sea on the  16th of buguet, f l i g h t  operations aontinued 

u n t i l  the l a r t  we& of the  month, when the  fantast ic  port of Athens 

wan visited, Set t l ing down t o  r e s t  aftier t h e i r  first f u l l  month on 

the  oruise, the Red Rippers enjoyed the s ights  of ancient Athens and 

also found time t o  take advantage of the  l a s t  daya of summer relaxing 

on the  beaahes of modern Athem. Leaving Athens on the  3rd of 

September, f l i g h t  operations were oondqcted i n  the Aegean and Ionian 

Seae, Valetta, Malta was the  next port v is i ted  and was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all hands* 

October saw the Iisd Rippers continue routine peacetime operations 

i n  the  $astern Mediterrmean. During tiZlese operations, the  IUppers 

s e t  a squadron record of m g h t  hours (536+4),. which waa the higheet 

they had obtained i n  the  three years s i ~ c e  transitioning t o  the 

McDonnsll-Douglas F@ Phantom 11, With only one port visit t o  

Ttrrranto, I t a l y  and a l o t  of flying, t h s  month of Oatober turned in to  

Novanber and found the Rippers in the  Ilonian Sea preparing t o  visit 

Theesaloniki, Greece the  5th of N0v-b-a After a f ive  day atay, they 

t ransi ted t o  the Western Mediterranean land flew f o r  two weeks before 

v is i t ing  the Spanish port of P a h  de l$joriaa, With the weather i n  

the  601s and 7018, the  visit t o  Palma wlae welcomed and enjoyed by all, 

With the dawn of the  f i r e t  day of Dember,  the Ripper@ l e f t  PaiLma 

and began the l a s t  month of the  year i n  the  Tyrrhenian Sea f o r  a 

week hf a i r  ops, wing i n to  oernoa, I t a l y  on 7 Deosanber, the 

aqnadron detached two a i roraf t  and three oreus to  Wheelus Air Forae 

Base i n  Libya f o r  10 days of a i r  t o  a i r  missile etxercises* Following 



an Qartremely mcceseful m i ~ s i l e  flying period and an equally auccee- 

aful and r e l d n g  port period, the Worlld Fmoua Red Rippers regrouped fo r  

an aerial  aaeroirre with the beneh Air Poma t i t l e d  nkerciee Lafay- 

atten. For four bye ,  from the 16th to  the a d ,  the Red Rippers and 

the a i r  wing eimulated opposition forcre againat the French engaging 

i n  laimulated aerial combat, e to , to  heqp both countries gain better  

ineighta into the i r  respective aer ia l  clapabilitiea, both offensive 

and dafemaivs, After thie short period of pretended hoeti l i t ies ,  the 

men of Fighter Squadron ELEVEN visited Golfe Juan, France on the Frsnoh 

Rivierra, Settling down for  Christmae and New Y s a r s r  Eve i n  France, 

the b d  Rippers ended 1968 on French so i l  looking forward to  vieiting 

many new places and more flying i n  the coming year. 



13 FEB 68 - 16 F8B 68 39 h o p  (25 dry, 14 wt) 
9 hrer t a  (26.5 dry, 7.5 night) 
84 m.kd 1-0 (58 dry, 26 s.lpht) 

21 MAX 68 - 11 JUN 68 72 h o p  (36 dry, 36 debt) 
80 hrr. total (47 4, 33 night) 

20 JUL 68 - 31 JUL 68 85 h o p  (158 d.y, 33 night) 
110.5 hrr. total (99.7 dry, 10.8 night) 



DIWMBER 1968 133 h p p  (111 4, 22 night) 
W . 6  -0 (212.9 by, 35.7 wt) 

~ r r t  n, apl0mIrt w o r n t i a n  

1 JAN 68 t o  10 J M  68 IJiW OWUW, V i x @ n i a  

11 JUO 68 to  26 JM 68 IUU ~ l i l l r z r ,  Iwrd. 

27 JAN 68 t o  12 BEB 66 OW-r Virginir 

13 FE8 68 t o  16 FEB 68 USS ~ ~ C g  (cvA-62) 

17 ADB 68 to 18 MAR 68 NAS gmy Weat, Florida 

19 wt 6s to  22 rn 68 MS 0 - a ,  virginir 

23 68 te 20 lW 68 USS FOREESCAL (CVbB) a G m a  

21 MAX 68 t o  11 J a  68 U S  Oleeurrr, V i r g i n i r  

12 ~nar  68 to 26 JIM 68 USS F I ) m I L  (WA-9) w J A C K S O ~ "  

27 JnaJ 68 t o  19 JUL 68 BUS Oitm~r Virgiai. 

20 Ja 68 t o  31 DhE-C 68 USS l ' O m J I L  (CVI-B) "Ma" 

Part IU, Cruise Schedule Infomation 

22 J a  68 L s f t  Norfolk for MD 

26 Ja 68 A m i d  W6D 

30 Ja 68 t o  5 Am 68 -m 5.a OP 

4-8 A . 0  68 Porta Conte Anohorage 

9-16 AUG 68 Marrailla, Fnnce 

17-23 AUG 68 Uertarm Med. O p  

24-26 AUG 66 h h a - e  s~rrdh. B.Y, Cmto 

27 At% 68 t o  3 SEP 68 Athew, Greeae 

3-14 fi%P 68 ~.gean/~ell~nn Sea Opr 

15-16 ssrP 68 Inohore  St. PIU~'S &y, Wb 

17-24 SEP 68 Valetta, Ltplts 



68 OCT 68 

9-15 OCT 6s 

16 OCJ! 68 to 4 bKlV 68 

5 1 0  NoV 68 

11-uc DIOV 68 

25 WOV 68 to i DEC 68 

2-6 m 68 
7-16 DEC 68 O.noc, Italy (00 IBT at Uh-1- Alr 

FOHW ;&-, ~b8)  


