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1. Enclosure  ( 1 )  i s  forwarded i n  accordance w i t h  reference (a). 



1. Command Hi s to ry  

a.  USS NASHVILLE (LPD-13) was f l a g s h i p  f o r  Com- 
mander Amphibious Squadron SIX, commanded by Com- 
modore W i l l i a m  Guthrie,USN, from t h e  beginning o f  
t h e  y e a r  u n t i l  1 3  JUL 76 

b  . The Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  USS NASHVILLE from 
1 J A N  76 was Captain  George E.  Mueller,USN. 

c .  On 4 J U N  76 Captain  Mueller  was r e l i e v e d  as 
commanding o f f i c e r  by Captain Herber t  B. Dowse Jr., 
USN . 

d .  On 1 3  JUL 76 Amphibious Squadron SIX moved 
o f f  NASHVILLE; t h e  s h i p ,  however, remained admini- 
s t r a t i v e l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  PhiBron SIX u n t i l  1 SEP 76 
when i t  was changed t o  Amphibious Squadron TWO, 
commanded by Captain G e ~ r g e  E .  Muel ler ,  and se rved  
as f l a g s h i p .  

2. Summary o f  Operat ions  

a .  Chronology 

1-8 January I n p o r t  Norfolk,  V i r g i n i a  

8-9 January Ammo Anchorage 

9-21 January I n p o r t  Norfolk,  V i r g i n i a  

21-22 January Morehead .City,  North Caro l ina  

22-27 January Underway Guant anamo Bay, Cuba 

27 Janaury - 2 February Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

2-4 February Curacao, New Amsterdam 

4-15 February Anchored Vieques I s l a n d  

15-21 Peb rua ry  Morehead C i ty ,  North Caro l ina  

21 Pebruary-29 March I n p o r t  Norfolk,  V i r g i n i a  

29-31 March V i r g i n i a  Capes 

31 March - 11 May I n p o r t  Norfolk,  V i r g i n i a  

11-13 May Morehead C i ty ,  North Caro l ina  
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13-21 May 

21-23 May 

23 May - 4 June 

4-6 June 

6-9 June 

9-15 June  

15-19 June  

19-21 June  

21-25 June 

25-28 June 

28 June  - 3 J u l y  

3-4 J u l y  

4-7 J u l y  

7-12 J u l y  

12-19 J u l y  

19-24 J u l y  

24 J u l y  - 31  August 

31  August - 1 5  September 

1 5  September 

15-17 September 

17-19 September 

19-20 September 

20-24 September 

24-26 September 

26-29 September 

Anchored Onslow Beach, North Ca ro l i na  

Underway Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

I n p o r t  Norfolk ,  V i r g i n i a  

Ammo Anchorage 

I n p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

Underway San Juan Area 

Anchored Vieques I s l a n d  

P i e r s i d e  Roosevel t  Roads, Puer to  Rico 

P i e r s i d e  Vieques I s l a n d  

Anchored Roosevel t  Roads, Puerbo Raco 

Underway New York Harbor 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Naval Review 

Moored Bayonne, N e w  J e r s e y  

Underway Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

I n p o r t  Norfolk ,  V i r g i n i a  

Anchored Ons low Beach, North Ca ro l i na  

I n p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

Underway North A t l a n t i c  

Anchored Scapa Flow, Uni ted  Kingdom 

Underway Same Day 

Underway 

Anchhred Orlandsbutke  , Norway 

Underway 

Anchored Namsenfjorden, Norway 

Anchored Lyngs f j o r d ,  Norway 

Underway Os lo ,  Norway 
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. 29  September - 4 October  I n p o r t  Os lo ,  Norway 

4-5 October  Underway Copenhagen, Denmark 

5-9 October  I n p o r t  Copenhagen, Denmark 

9-12 October  Anchored Nymiddegab Bevel ,  Denmark 

12-14 October  Underway 

14-19 Oetober  Anchored E s b i e r g ,  Denmark 

19-21 October  I n p o r t  Rotterdam, Ne ther lands  

21-22 October  Underway K ie l ,  Germany 

22-27 October  I n p o r t  K i e l ,  Germany 

27 October-10 November Underway Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

10-29 November I n p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

29 November - 4 December V i r g i n i a  Capes 

4-31 December I n p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

b  . N a r r a t i v e .  

NASHVILLE'S 1976 y e a r  s t a r t e d  o f f  p i e r s i d e  i n  Norfolk  
from 1-8 January .  On t h e  morning o f  t h e  e i g h t h ,  NASHVILLE g o t  
unde-q f o r  Hampton Roads Ammo Anchorage. A f t e r  a s h o r t  
t r i p ,  and once anchored,  we began t h e  s low,  c a u t i o u s  p r o c e s s  
o f  on loadfng  ammunition. After s t a y i n g  o v e r n i g h t  and com- 
p l e t i n g  t h e  l o a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day,  t h e  s h i p  r e t u r n e d  t o  
Norfolk .  The fo l l owing  days were s p e n t  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  
upcoming Caribbean c r u i s e .  The week o f  1 2  January  was a busy 
one  w i t h  t h e  p r e - s a i l  confe rence  h e l d  a t  t h e  Anti-Submarine 
Warfare T r a i n i n g  Cen t e r  a t  t h e  Des t roye r  and Submarine Base 
i n  Nor8olk. Th i s  week gave t h e  s h i p s  o f  Amphibious Squadron 
SIX a chance t o  s i m u l a t e  o p e r a t i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  and a g e n e r a l  schedz '  
u l e  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  be conducted i n  t h e  Caribbean.  NASHVILLE 
e n t e r e d  Morehead C i t y ,  N .  C .  t h e  morning o f  22 January  ( p i c k i n g  
up Marines and t h e i r  equipment)  and s a i l e d  t h e  same day t o  
Guant anamo Bay, Cuba. Var ious  t y p e s  o f  t r a i n i n g  were conducted 
d u r i n g  t h e  f ive-day t r a n s i t .  A f t e r  a f e w  days o f  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  Guantanamo Bay a r e a ,  t h e  s h i p  headed s o u t h  f o r  l i b e r t y  
i n  Curacao, New Amsterdam. The crew enjoyed two days1  l i b e r t y  
a t  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  Dutch p o r t .  It was t h e n  underway on 4  Feb- 
r u a r y  f o r  Vieques I s l a n d  and amphibious t r a i n i n g .  I n v a l u a b l e  
o p e r a t i o n s  were conducted between 4  - 1 4  February ,  I n c l u d i n g  
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o p e r a t i o n  "Rum Punchv. A few s h o r t  t r i p s  t o  t h e  Naval Base, 
Roosevel t  Roads, were a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  t ime  pe r i od .  A f t e r  
c l o s e  t o  one  month o f  t r a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  NASHVILLE l e f t  
Roosevel t  Roads on t h e  even ing  o f  1 5  February  &or  Morehead 
C i ty .  The s h i p  p u l l e d  i n t o  Onslow Beach on 20 February  t o  
conduct an amphibious o f f  l o a d  o f  embarked Marines,  and l a t e r  
e n t e r e d  Morehead C i t y  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  equipment o f f  l o a d .  The 
same day NASHVILLE l e f t  f o r  Nor fo lk .  

NASHVILLE remained p i e r s i d e  Nor fo lk  frm 21 February u n t i l  
29 Marhh. The s h i p  g o t  underway on 31 March f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  V&rg in i a  Capes Area. Then i t  was back t o  Nor fo lk  on 1 ~ p r i i .  
From 1 A p r i l  t o  11 May, NASHVILLE remained i n  Nor fo lk .  NASHVILLE 
go t  underway f o r  e x e r c i s e  "So l i d  Sh ie ldw--a  j o i n t  s e r v i c e  
e x e r c i s e  conducted annua l l y  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  North C a r o l i n a  
and a good o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  o u r  amphibious s h i l l s  w i t h  
t h e  embarked Marines i n  a working s i t u a t i o n .  NASHVILLE r e t u r n e d  
t o  Norfolk  on 29 May. 

On 4 June Cap ta in  George E.  Muel le r  was r e l i e v e d  by Cap ta in  
Herber t  B .  Dowse Jr., USN, as Commanding O f f i c e r .  Cap ta in  M u e l l e r ' s  
new a s s i g m n t  was as Commander Amphibious Squadron TWO. On 
9 June  NASHVILLE steamed from Chesapeake Bay t o  Morehead C i ty  t o  
onload Marines.  The s h i p  l e f t  t h e  even ing  o f  1 4  June f o r  
Vieques I s l a n d  and a r r i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day. While i n  t h e  Vieques 
a r e a  t h e  s h i p  conducted amphibious o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  v i s i t s  t o  
Roosevel t  Roads u n t i l  28 June .  

NASHVILLE headed f o r  New York Harbor and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Naval Review. The s h i p  reached  t h e  h a r b o r  on 3 J u l y  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  s h i p s  from many n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  c e l e b r a t e  America's 200th 
b i r t h d a y .  P r e s i d e n t  Gera ld  Ford v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
o f  t h e  Fou r th  t o  rev iew t h e  Tall s h i p s .  NASHVILLE remained i n  
New York u n t i l  7 J u l y  when it l e f t  f o r  Norfolk ,  v i a  Morehead 
C i ty .  NASHVILLE remained i n  Nor fo lk  frnm 12-19 J u l y ,  t h e n  
back t o  Onslow Beach f o r  one week o f  amphibious t r a i n i n g .  Upon 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  Nor fo lk ,  t h e  crew weluomed t h e  upcoming one month 
i n p o r t  p e r i o d  commencing 24 J u l y .  The s h i p  sponsored  a dependent ' s  
c r u i s e  i n  mid-July. 

On 31  August NASHVILLE was underway f o r  t h e  Nor th  A t l a n t i c  
Ocean, s t o p p i n g  a t  Morehead Ci ty  t o  l o a d  Marines and BLT 1/8. 
After two weeks of t r a i n i n g ,  e n r o u t e ,  t h e  s h i p  anchored a t  
Scapa Flow, U . K . ,  on 1 5  September. The p r e - s a i l  confe rence  was 
h e l d  t h e  same day. Tt w a s  t h e n  underway f o r  e x e r c i s e  "Teamwork 
'76"--a l a r g e - s c a l e  NATO e x e r c i s e  conducted i n  t h e  North Sea ,  
c l imaxed by a n  amphibious l a n d i n g  i n  Namsos F j o r d ,  Norway. The 
beg inn ing  o f  October  b rought  l i b e r t y  a t  Oslo,  Norway. The s h i p  
s p e n t  f i v e  days at t h e  Norwegian c a p i t a l .  

( 4 )  Enc lo su re  ( 1 )  



ON 4 October  NASHVILLE steamed f o r  a n o t h e r  l i b e r t y  p o r t ,  
Copenhagen, Denmark. The s h i p  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  Danish p o r t  on 
5  October  and d e s p i t e  some r a i n y  and c o l d  wea ther ,  t h e  s t a y  was 
most en joyab l e .  On 9  October  t h e  s h i p  g o t  underway f o r  e x e r c i s e  
"Bonded Item". Once a g a i n ,  t h e  s h i p  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
conduct  amphibious o p e r a t i o n s .  From 19-21 October  t h e  s h i p  
made a p o r t  c a l l  t o  Rotterdam. 

NASHVILLE a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  German p o r t  o f  K i e l  on 22 October  
t o  p i c k  up embarked Marines who t r a v e l l e d  ove r l and  from Denmark 
d u r i n g  "Bonded I tem" at E s p e r j g ,  Denmark. A f t e r  f i v e  days o f  
l i b e r t y ,  NASHVILLE began i t s  t r a n s i t  back t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  
On 9  November embarked Marines were o f f  loaded  and NASHVILLE 
a r r i v e d  i n  Nor fo lk .  

NASHVILLE remained i n p o r t  form 11-19 November. Fmm t h e  
19-24th t h e  s h i p  was underway f o r  l o c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  Capes a r e a  t o  conduct  airbornerimine countermeasures  
t r a i n i n g .  (NASHVILLE was t h e  first  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  LPD t o  b e  
c e r t i f i e d  f o r  Airboarne  Mine Countermeasures Ope ra t i ons  w i t h  
RH 53D h e l i c o p 8 e r s ) .  The s h i p  r e t u r n e d  t o  Nor fo lk  f o r  t h e  
h o l i d a y  s ea son  a f t e r  a l o n g  and reward ing  y e a r .  
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