
U88 TRENTON 4 LPD-14) 

-i mrArrrMrw OF THE NAV) 

FCO NEW VORK 08801 

8Y ICCL* aum rn 
LPN 4/0D1; ehc 

From: Commanding Of f icer  , USS TRENTON (LPD-14) 
To: Director o f  Naval Hrstory (OP-0989) 8 APR I975 

Subj : 1974 Conmiand History 

Ref: (a OPNAVINST 5720.12B 

Encl: [ I )  
(2 I 
(3 I 

(6 1 
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COMMAND HFTORY AND 1974 FII6fll.IGWS 

1 . Comnandl'ng Off tcers :  Captain Daniel G. McCORMICK, IT1 - 1 January 
t o  5 April 1974, Captain James A. HMljEFELD - 5 Aprfl t o  31 December 
1 974. 

2. Homeport: Nwfol k,  Y f ~ g f n t a .  

a .  Admi'nist~atively under thle: command of: 
(I Cmande r  Amphibious Squa&ron EIGHT - 1 January t o  31 De- 

cember 1974. 

4. Sumnary of Operattons: 

a .  De loyments: 
(I! TRENTON deployed t o  the  Mediterranean on 9 May 1974 a s  a 

u n i t  of t he  Medfterranean Amphfbibus Ready Group 1-74 and re tu rn  t o  
Norfolk on 31 October 1974. 

b. Exercisest 
0 2 OPERATION GOOD fWENDSHTP/DOUBLE EFFECT - 2 t o  6 June. ri) 

company wfth U.S, and Turkish un i t s  a s  par t  o7,Task Group 438,l conducted 
an opposed t r a n s i t ,  underway repl entshnent , opposed amphibious assaul t 
and supported Marine forces  asRork. 

(21 SARDI'NZ'AflLWSIN6 LMCE 74  - 1 9  t o  26 June conducted w N R  Il ,S. 
and r t a l  fan forces.  TRENTON condlucted an opposed Zransi't , underway r e -  
pl e n i s h e n t ,  ve r t t ca l  repl  e n f s h e n t  , amphibtous assaul t and supported 
Marine fo rces  ashore from Augusta Bay, Sici'ly t o  Porto Scudo and S a ~ d i n i a .  

{31 PHIBLE'X 1-75-5 t o  15 Ju ly  conducted a t  Gythion, Greece. TREN- 
TON an4 other  TF-61 u n i t s  received valuable t ra in ing  i n  the underway 
launch pkeses of an amphibious as~sau l t  and supporting Marines ashore. 

C41 T r a h l h g  Anchorages m e  conducted a t  b i n d f s f  , r t a l y ,  10 to  
22 flugust qnd 2 to  6 September; a t  Taranto, 11 t o  14 September where TJIEN- 
TON was v i s i t ed  by SECNM and rece i ied  the "601 den Snfpe" award. 

(51 PHIBtf3 4/4-75 - Conducted from 9 t o  14 October and was com- 
posed e n t i r e l y  o f  TF-61 u n i t s ,  Thl's was TRENTONs l a s t  opportunity t o  de- 
monstrate h e r  effectfveness i n  the  conduct of amphibious warfare during 
the depl oyment . TRf s exerc i se was observed by COMS IXTHFLT . 
5. Special Topicss 

a.  Cygrws Eyaruati'on Operatton - 15 t o  30 July. The most s ignfffcant  
went of the WtR6 1-74 deployment for TRENTON was the  evacuation of 286 
non -cmktan t s  oF.21 d i f f e r en t  nati'onal f t i e s  from the is1 and of Cyprus 
t o  Beirut ,  Lebanon, 
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b. CH53 Helo Crash - 
l9 Juir . On the wenfng of 19 July a CH53 

He1 icopter departed TRENTON enrou e to INCHON followfng night landing 
training for pilots. Shortly after take-off from TRENTON, the helo 
crashed into the sea off the p o r t  b w .  The quick response of TRENTON 
in this  emergency resulted t n  the reaavwy of t h e e  of the seven per -  
sons embarked i n  the helo. Two of the three persons recovered surviv-  
ed ,- the other faur persons were presumed 1 os t  a t  sea. TRENTON marked 
the crash datum and conducted SAR operations for approximately 10 hours 
until it was apparent no further recovery could be made. 

c. Pub1 ic Re7atTons: 
[I ) Open Home was conducted at:  

(a1 Brindtsl', Italy 
(6) Ilalencia, Spafn 
(c) Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  

(2) Nale relatives o f  t A @  wew were emhrked on one occaston. 
On 30 October, 15 relatives were bussed to Norehead Cfty, N ,C. from 
Norfol k t o  join their fathers/Son$ returning from the Medtterranean de- 
ployment for the evernight transit t o  Norfolk. 

4,  Statistfcst 
C11 Salartes Expense: $$,424,208.55 
(21 Opwati'ng Expendiiur$s [less fuelJ: $190,934.06, 
(3) Ship fuel hrned: 3b602,142 Gallons ND 
(41 He1 $copter 1 andings sl'nce comnfssion~g : 3547, 
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SWRY OP OPERATIWS 

1-1 4 JAfV: Inport Norfol k, 'VA. Undw ADPIIN Comnand of CPR 8. 
14 JAN: Underway with CPR 8 for Onslow BeacR, N.C, for type trainfng. 

Conducted sweral landlhgs a t  asRore. 15-16 JAN. Conducted 
CARVAtS for Ywines. 

16 JAN!, Underwayfbl* Nwfolk,VA (ppll 
i7JANt R r r A e N m f o l k , M ~ l  
28 JAN: Underway for LA97 anchorqge an8 l'nterim refresher training. 

Conducted 60at OPS a t  t A 4  28 and 29 JAN. 
29 JAN( Q n 8 m y  for Onslow Besch, N.C. @M1. 
30 JANE W i v e  Onsl ow N .C., conducted LYT OPS, Helo OPS. 
31 J4Ns Undmway fw LA-7 anchorage @+MI. 
1 FEB &rive LA-7, con8ucted final exwcl'se landing. Transit t o  and 

wriue a t  South Annex, Nqrfol R, TA. (Pi9I. 
12 TI%: Underway for Craney Is1 enid. 3ef uel C~aney rsl and [PM) . 
13 PEbr; Qndwway fcw, Litt le CreeR. h i v e  East Quay Wal I , Little Creek 

Cm) 
5 APRc CAPT Daniel 6. Plc COTIMICIQ, I%#, USN, re1 ieved as  Comnanding Officer 

fjy CAPT daes  A. PlINNWELr), U23SU. 
8 APRt U n d e r m y  for Cacapes OPAREA. Conducted gunnery exercises, STBD 

s h f t  bewing overheated, scored shaft, shaft locked and ship 
headed for Norfol k. 

9 APRr; Anchcw a t  EX1 . Comnenced 1 oadi'ng amno and repair of shaft bear- 
1-g . 

11 A$Rc .Return t o  NOB pfw 85. 
7 3 APR: Shaf t Eiewfng r e  Mred . 
15 APRs Underway with CP 8 and shfps of MRG 2-74 for Onslow Beach 

and Tactest. 
E 

16 APR: Arrive Onslow Beach, comqence Tactest. 
19 APR: Complete Tactest and departed for Norfolk. 
20 APR: Pal4 
8 MAY: Po19 
9 MY: Underway for Norehead Ctqy, N.C. w i t h  CTU 44,2.2. (apl). 
10 MY: EmEwRed BLT 1/8 (PPI]. Udderway fw, t r a n s i t  t o  Rota, Spafn. 
10-20 M Y  c Transit t o  Rota, Spain wi'th CTU 27.9.6. 
20 MY: Arrive *ta, Spa* (HI. 
20-23 M Y  t Inport units of CTF-61. 
23 MYr Undermy for 
23-25 11Ab Tsalning 
25-31 MAY: T rans f t  f~om Carbneras, SpaM t o  I m f ~ ,  Turkey. 
31 MAY: PortvPstt mi?-,Turkey, 
2 JUN: Port visit Imfr ,  Ttwkey. 
2-5 JtlN: Underway for opposed transtt t o  Iskenerurn, Turkey w i t h  TE438,I .1 

US$ C O R O W O ,  USS 7RENTO , ass SAGINAM. 
3 JUN: UNREP wi th  U S  CANISTEO 
5-7 J.tlN r Opwa t i  ons GOOD .F'RI'ENDS# 
7 -tlnderway frm Iskenerurn, 7urkey CmI. 
740 (9tlNc T r q n s i i  t o  Naples, I'taly. 
10-17 &IN: Portlris~tt Naples, Italy. 
17 JtlNt Underway for Augusta Bay, Sictl (m1. 
78 JUN: h i v e d  Augusta Bay, Sicily {f@{ 
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18-19 JUN: 
19 JUN: 
20 JUN: 
21 JUN: 

5 JUL: 
5-15 JUL; 
15 JUL: 
16 JUL: 
1 6-7 9 Jt34 ; 
79 JUL: 

20 JULs 
21 SUt: 
22-28 JUL: 
23 JUL: 
24 Jut: 

25 JUL: 
25 JUL: 
26 JUL: 
1 AUG: 

7 AUG: 
1-4 AUG: 
4 AUG: 
4-1 0 AUG: 
1 0-22 AUG : 
22 AUG: 
22-24 AUG : 
24 AUG: 
24-30 AUG: 
30 AUG: 
1 SEP: 
2 SEP: 
2-7 SEP: 
7-9 SEP: 

A t  anchor Augusta by., $ k U y .  
Underway for Pmto Scudo, swdMi\a [Wl w i t h  TG~703.3. 
WNREP w i t h  U S  E1ACCWW (a0-1091 and 'US CONCORD [MS-5 1. 
Arrive Pcwlto Scudo, Sardinia (MI fo r  operatfons FLaPlrNG 
LANCEfSARDINIA 74. 
Participated in  operatigns PLAP1IlE LANCE EXERCISE SARDINA 74. 
Underway for trans13 to Livorno, Ra ly  pll. 
Pirrive Livorno, r taly @?41. 
Port yisit Livorno, Italy. 

t 
Port vi'stt Livorno, Italy. 
Underway to RDVU & t R  units of T P b l  for t rans i t  to  Gythion, 
Greece. 
h r f v e  Gythion, Greece AOA (AM) .  
Traintng anchorage Gythfon, Weeee. 
Underway for holdtng arqa south of Crete (m) . 
Arri~eB holding area mqtR of Wete, 
S%emeB with other unftS o f  TF-61 i'n holdlhg area. 
21 49 - CR53 he1 o washed ih sea o f f  port bow, 7 soul s onboard. 
TRENTON ' s 7 V e b a  t recovered 3 wcw members, 1 DOA . Tlaneuver - 
ing  l"n ri i inity o f  L34'40N L022-17E continutng SAR efforts  
Continued t o  maneuver v ic ini ty  of crash si'te. No additional 
helo crew members locat d and presl~ned lost a t  sea, 
Proeeedfng t o  MOD-LOC ( ] L34- '30N 130-00E. 
Proceeding t o  L33-57N t k 4-00E. 
Steaming in Sea Echelon area south of Cyprus. 
UNREP w i t h  USS MILWAUKEE (AOR-21. 
Proceeded t o  AkrotIri Bay, Cyprus t o  receiye evacuees from 
HMS HEIWES. Recefved evacuees. Proceeded t o  sea echelon 
area soutR of PkeRelin, Cyprus  t o  ~ t x e - t v e  more wacaees. qe- 
ceived addttfonal evacuees. 2100 departed sea exhelon area for  
Beirut, Lebanon w'th a total of 286 wacmees. 
Arrived Bierut , LeGanon . Debarked evacuees. [AMJ, 
Underway t o  rejoin TF-61 t o  rejofn TF61 South of Cyprus. CPM). 
Steaming i n  designated OPAREA south of Cyprus. 
Detached from TF-61 t o  proceed independent1 y t o  Brind f s  f , rtal y . 
(PM) 
Steaming i n  designated OPAREA souMt of Cyprus. 
Enroute Brindisi , I t a l y ~  
Arrived Brindist, Raly (AM]. 
Port visi't, Brfndisi , Italy. 
Training anchorage Brindfsf, Ttaly. 
Underway for Palermo, Sicily (W] 
Transit from Brindtsi, Ital t o  Paltrmo, 6Set9y. 
Arrfved Pal ermo, Sicfly (AM 
Port vfsit Palermo, Sics'Ty, 

J 
UNREP w i t h  USS MCCAMAW (AO-109], 
Gunnery exercfses fn Enroute Brindl'sf, Italy. 
Arrived Brfndisi, I ta ly  (PM) 
Training anchorage Brindisi, Italy. 
Port visit Brindisi, Italy. 
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9 SEP: Underway t r a n s i t  t o  Taranto, I t a l  t r a i n i n g  ancyorage , 
10 SEP: VERTREP stores from USS CONCORD ( 3; PS-5) and USS SYLVANIA (AFS-2). 
I t  SEP: Arr ived Taranto, I t a l y  (m) tral'nim anchorage. 
14 SEP: Underway t o  RDVW w i t h  US5 WCCAPlAW A0 109) enroute t o  Barcelona, 

Spain. 
9 - 

15 SEQ: UNREP w i  t R  U S  EIACCAMAU (AO-109). 
14-18 SEP: Transi't t o  Barcelona, Spain. 
18 SEP: Arr ived Barcelona, Spal'n (AMB 
18-25 SEP: Por t  v f s t t  Barcelona, Spain. 
25 SEP: Underway for Yalencia, S a i n  (-MI. 
25SEP: Ar r i veVa lenc ia ,Spa in  [ b I .  
25 SEP: Por t  v is l ' t  'Valencl'a, Spain, 
1 OCT: Por t  v i s i t  Yalencia, Spa'l'n. 
1 OCT: Underway transl't t o  Rota, SpaPn for s teer ing gear r epa i r s  [AM). 
2 OCT: A r W s  Rota, Spain (PHI. Comeneed TAV with USS SIMON LAKE, 
2-7 OCT: Por t  visi t /TAY Rota, Spain. 
7 OCT: Underway t o  RDVU wSth TF-61 a t  Carboneras, Spain. 
7-9 OCT: T rans i t  t o  Carboneras, Spain. 
9 OCT: Arr ived Carboneras, Spal'n t r a i n i n g  anchorage. 
9-1 4 OCT: Tra in ing anchorage Carboneras, Spafn . 
14 OCT: Underway t o  Rota, SpaEn (PM), 
15 OCT: Ar r i ve  Rota, Spain [PM]. 
15-20 OCT: I npo r t  Rota, Spain f o r  desnai l ing operattons and turnover w i t h  

inchoppi ng WRG . 
20 OCT: Underway transl't from Rota, Spatn t o  Morehead City, N .C, i n  ac- 

cordance wi  t A  COMSECONDFLT OPOREb' 1 0-74. 
20-30 OCT: A t l a n t i c  t r a n s i t  w f t h  TG-21 .I 
30 OCT: Arr ived Morehead City, N .C. Debarked BLT 1/8 ( A M ) .  
30 OCT: Underway f o r  Norfolk, YA, (PM) 
31 OCT: Arr fved Norfolk, VA. Cojrmenced post-deployment leave and l i b e r t y  

and upkeep period. 
4 NOY: Continued leave and upkeep per iod i n  add i t i on  t o  making preparations 

f o r  INSI1W Inspection. 
1 DEC: Continued leave and upkeep per iod t n  add i t i on  t o  making preparations 

for f NS13RV Inspection, 
2-6 DEC: Underway fd Cacapes OPAREA - Underway INSURV Inspection. 
2 DEC IlEtRV Inspection. 
3 DEC: Arr ived Norfolk, VA [PM). 
7-20 DEC : Inpo r t  Norfo l  k, VA. 
20 DEC: Chopped t o  operational cont ro l  of COMPHIBWU TWO as u n i t  o f  CARIB 

2-74 i n  stand-by status. 
21 3 1  DEC : Inpo r t  Norfol k, VA. 

3 Enc J osure C2 1 

-- - 
I 


