REAR ADMIRAL STEVAN MAWDARTICH, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Stevan Mandarich was born in Phoenix, Arizona, on March &, 1911, son
of Samuel and Sofia (Basta) Mandarich, both natives of Serbia, now de-
ceased. He attended Fresno (California) Technical High School {1925~
1928) and Fresno State College (1929). During that period (1925-1929),
he was & member of the California National Guard, advancing to the rank
of Sergeant., He entered the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland,
on appointment from the State of California in 1929, While there, he
participated in football, gymnastics, boxing and wrestling. He was
graduated on June 1, 1633 and commissioned Ensign in the U, S, Naval Re-
"serve, due to the existing law permitting only fifty per cent of the
- graduates to be comissioned in the U, S. Navy. A year later, he was
commissioned Ensign, U, S. Navy and through periodic prcmotions attained
the rank of Captain, to date from July 1, 1952. On November 1, 1959
he was transferred to the Retired List of the U, 3. Navy and was ad-
vanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the basis of combat awards.

After receiving his commission in the U, S, Navy in 1934, he served
until May 1935 in the Engineering Division of the USS TUSCALOOSA, after
which he duty as Gunnery Officer of the USS BRECKINRIDGE. From Febru-
ary to August 1937 he had flight training at the Naval Air Station, Pensa-
cola, Florida and in November reported as First Lieutenant on board the
USS BROOKS. He had a similar assignment in the USS DAVIS during the
period August 1938 to May 1939, then continued service afloat in the
Engineering Division of the USS CHICAGO. In November 1639 he Jjoined
tha USS KILTY as Engineering Officer.

eturning to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola in September 19LO,
he completed flight training and in May 19h1 was designated Naval Aviator,
He was next assigned as Operations Officer of Fighting Squadron SEVENTY-
TWO, which operated off the US5 WASP and later the USS RANGER in the
Atlantic area., Transferred to the West Coast, he reported in July 1942
s Executive Officer of Escort Scouting Sguadron TWENIY-ONE, From Febru-
ary iS43 to Merch 1944 he served with Carrier Air Group THIRTY-FIVE,
based on the USS CHENANGO, first as Squadron Comnander end later as
Air Group Commander. Participating in the Gilbert and Marshall Is-
lands Campaigns, he was awarded Gold Stars in lisu of the Third and
Pourth Air Medals for meritorious achievement in that assignment. He
was alsc cnbitled to the Ribvbon for.and a facsimile of the Navy Unit
Commendation awarded the USS CHENANGO.

commanded Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED from March 19M% unbil

1945, organizing that replacement pilot training unit in the

Islands and later commanding it in operaticns from nuzerovs

~ in the Hawaiian area. In June 1945 he assumed commwand of Carrier
i (roun NINETY-FOUR, based on the USS LEXINGTON, and participated in

operations against the Japsnese Mainland and Weke Island, He wes awarded

the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Ady Medal with Gold Ster im iicu

acend simiine wward . The astations Lollow i pave:
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Air Medal: "For meritorious achievement...during operations
against enemy Japanese forces in the vicinity of Wake, Tokyo Plain,
Hokkaide and Yokosuke from June 20 to July 18, 1945,.,(during which
period as strike leader he) contributed materially to the success of
his squadron and to the infliction of damage on enemy shipping, sir-
fields and installations.,."

Gold Star in lieu of the Second Air Medal: *“,,.in aerial flight
as Strike Leader of Air Group NINETY FOUR...during opsrations ageinst
enemy forces on the Japanese Homeland, July 15, 1945. When his group
was forced back due to extremely poor weather conditions...{he) at-
tacked an armed hostile merchant vessel on the return trip and, in the
face of accurate enemy fire, scored twe direct rocket hits on the violent
maneuvering vessel, causing it to sink,..”

Distinguishing Flying Cross: "For herolsm and extraordinary achieve-
ment..,at Kure Neval Base, Honshu, and on airfields in the Japanese
Homeland from July 10 to August 10, 1945...(He) led one strike against
the Naval base on July 2L, and was Target Coordinator of the July 28th

trike on the same target. As flight leader on other occasions; he
destroyed two aircraft and damaged three more con the ground at 0i Air-
field on July 30, destroyed three single-engined planes on the grouri
by strafing and bombing at Jimnachi Airfield on August 9 arnd one single-
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engiaed aircraft at Yamagato Airfisld on Auvguet 10,

Upon his return to the Unlted States, he was assigned zs Aviatica
Safety Officer at the Naval Alr Training Commant, Pensacols, from
m::eroc* 1945 until September 1948, after which be was a United Naticna

Military Observer at Palestine, During that period, he was stationed
in Gzlilee and observed the Jewich-Arsd Zallilse Coamadgn fov thres
mcarths eand was in Egypt for one month,

In Pebruary 1949 he reported as Bxecutive COficer of “he Mavel
Air Station, Recosevelt Roads, Puertc Rico and in May 195\) became Head
o whe Programs Branch, Dureau of Aeronsutics, Navy Depa Gy Waslie

Dnglor, Do C. He remained there unbll Octohex 70*:23, wher Dfim
signed as Senior Naval Representabive ab the Joiot Operaticns Jentear.
In Avgust 1053 he was 2gaiagt agsigned o vthe Rursag of Az
@uiics cnd in December 1057 beczme Chicef of Stef and ALZ: SEhy
Richard E, Byrd, USN (now de '!cased.}_, Officer in 2 e
U. 5 Antarctic Programs (Cperations DEEP FREEZE). He oom -..A“.;ei July
in that capaculy until December 1956. intersoversed with an assignmenty
Prom Hay to September 1956 as o Mambor of tho Cporations Goordineticn
;.O:':‘:.C‘., w;...o.le.nauu...k_, R G _‘

To noyt W2d g hour of Suter o dhe Wntdmma? Coourdsy Azsanss,. Toms
B ~a famanre Wi K A antt R e e MLl S -——- W > o s M

: C. Meads, Moryland snd in Qotonsy 10‘»'8 woo ordared Toof X
2l Persaancl, Newvy 7}37‘,&“”4""'}\ nh. M Deccrhor of thoth vas

Vignwlerred B0 Headltwarhers, PUlouzg R.Lw:r Naval Comnand. Wasialis
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D. C., and while there had additional duby in the O0ffice of Naval Re-
search, Navy Department. On November 1, 1959 he was transferred to the
Retired List of the U, S. Navy.

In addition to the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with
three Gold Stars, the Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon and the Navy
Unit Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Mandarich has the American De-
fense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign
Medal with four engagement stars; World War II Victory Medal; Navy Oc-
cupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; National Defense Service Medal;
Korean Service Medal; Antarctic Service Medal and the United Nations
Service Medal.

f of Information
Biograpnies Branch {0I-031%)
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