
 

 
Lesson Plan 

Unit: US Role, 19th/ 20th Century Designer: Hampton Roads Naval Museum 

Lesson _2___ of ___2___ Topic: US Involvement in WWI Teaching Date:  

Subject/ Course: Virginia/ US 

History 
Grade Level: High School Time Frame:  Approx. 90 mins 

 

Context: This is the second of two lessons covering WWI (SOL VUS 9b). Lesson 1 gave students practice with analyzing 

documents and applying and synthesizing the information from those documents with excerpted speeches. Lesson 2 

continues with document analysis and synthesis with speech excerpts/ other documents, but focuses on the US’ role 

during WWI and its leadership role at the end of the war (Wilson’s Fourteen Points, Treaty of Versailles, League of 

Nations).  

 

SOLs 

 VUS.9b- Evaluating the United States’ 

involvement in WWI, including Wilson’s 

Fourteen Points 

 VUS.1a- Synthesizing evidence from artifacts 

and primary and secondary sources to obtain 

information about events in Virginia and 

United States history 

 VUS.1d- Constructing arguments, using 

evidence from multiple sources 

Objectives 

  Given a writing guide, students will use evidence 

from primary and/or secondary source 

documents to argue the effect of the US’ 

involvement in WWI, in order to score 

“satisfactory/ green” on the related skill/ content 

rubric.   

Materials and Resources 

 Warm-up cartoon 

 Hook/ a-set song lyrics 

 Document evidence log #1 

 “Tipped the balance” documents  

 Sentence frames 

 Post-war leadership documents 

 Reflection questions 

 Document evidence Log #2 

 Rubric 

Essential Question(s) 

 The United States fought in World War I in 

defense of democratic and humanitarian 

principles 

 How did US involvement influence WWI and its 

aftermath? 

Time Breakdown: 

Warm-up: 5-10 mins 

A-set/ Hook: 5 min 

Whole group/ guided practice: 20-25 min 

Document analysis- group/ independent: 15-20 min 



Group/ Independent practice- document chart: 30 min 

Instructional Procedures:  

 

Warm-up: Students will analyze cartoon based on previous learning (reasons for US involvement in WWI). Teacher may 

debrief with students or collect warm-up. 

 

A-set/ hook: Students will listen to recording of song “Johnnie Get Your Gun” and analyze/ discuss the changes in US 

attitude toward the war between yesterday’s a-set/ hook song, (“I Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier”) and predict the 

effect of the US involvement in the war. 

 

 Guided Practice: Teacher will introduce document evidence log and guide students through analysis of document set (6 

documents) in order to find evidence to support the claim that the US’ involvement in WWI “tipped the balance” in 

favor of the allies. Sample sentence frames are provided to help scaffold students in transferring their analysis of the 

documents into writing.  

 

Document analysis: Students will work individually, in groups, or, if needed, as a class to analyze two political cartoons 

and three primary source document excerpts (Fourteen Points, Speech in Support of the League of Nations, Treaty of 

Versailles). Optional secondary source documents are also provided for use if desired. Students will analyze the 

documents, answering guided questions, and then answer several “big picture” questions on the overall effectiveness of 

Wilson’s vision.  

 

Group/ Independent practice- document chart: Students will work in desired groups or individually to find evidence in 

documents from Lesson 1 and Lesson 2 that support their argument for the question, “was the United States’ 

involvement in WWI effective?” Students will develop their own claim and source the evidence accordingly. If time is 

short, the assignment can be ended with the chart; however, if time allows, students may be asked to produce an essay 

using their argument/ evidence. The writing may be completed in class or for homework, depending on teacher 

preference. If the entire writing assignment is completed, a sample rubric for scoring is attached.  

 

Assessment 

Formative 

 Warm-up (previous learning) 

 Participation in group discussion 

 Document analysis/ evidence log—whole group 

 Document analysis/ evidence log—group/ 

independent 

 Writing assignment—daily objective 

Summative 

 No summative assessments (tests, quizzes) are 

included in this two-lesson arc, though student 

writing from this lesson may be used as a section 

assessment if desired 

 

Attachments:  

 Warm-up cartoon 

 A-set/ hook song lyrics, “Johnnie Get your Gun” 

 Argument 1 Evidence Log 

 Argument 1 Documents (6)—US “tipped the balance” 

 Example sentence frames 

 Argument 2 Documents (2 cartoons, 3 document excerpts & optional secondary sources)— postwar leadership 

 Argument 2 review/ reflection questions 

 Argument 2 Evidence Log 



 Sample rubric 

 

 

 

Warm-up: 

 
Image source: https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/ww1declarations.html 

 

1. What is occurring in this cartoon?  

 

 

2. Who is the President that is referred to? 

 

3. When is this event taking place?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why is the President issuing this order? Give 

at least 3 reasons.  

 

 

 

 

5. Do you think that this cartoonist is in favor of 

isolationism or involvement in WWI? Explain 

your answer.  

 

 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/ww1declarations.html


Hook/ A-set:  

 Play or show students lyrics to “Johnnie, Get Your Gun” from 1917 

Recordings can be found at: 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/songs/song2.php 

 

 

Lyrics:  

Verse 
Johnnie get your gun, get your gun, get your gun, 
Take it on the run, on the run, on the run, 
Hear them calling you and me, 
Ev'ry son of liberty. 
Hurry right away, no delay, go today, 
Make your daddy glad to have had such a lad, 
Tell your sweetheart not to pine, 
To be proud her boy's in line. 
Chorus 
Over there over there 
Send the word, send the word over there 
That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming, 
The drums rum-tumming ev'rywhere 
So prepare say a pray'r 
Send the word, send the word to beware 
We'll be over, we're coming over, 
And we won't come back till it's over over there! 
Verse 
Johnnie get your gun, get your gun, get your gun, 
Johnnie show the Hun you're a son of a gun, 
Hoist the flag and let her fly, 
Yankee Doodle do or die. 
Pack your little kit, show your grit, do your bit, 
Yankees to the ranks from the towns and the tanks, 
Make your mother proud of you 
And the old Red White and Blue. 

 

Possible questions for students:  

How does this song reflect the change in US attitudes since the outbreak of the war? (Recall “I Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be 

a Soldier” from 1915) 

What evidence is there of propaganda in this song?  

How do you think that the United States’ involvement will influence the war?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/songs/song2.php


Analyzing Sources/ Creating Arguments (Whole Group/ Guided Practice) 

Prompt: Construct an argument from the following pieces of evidence that the US’ involvement in WWI “tipped 

the balance” and secured the defeat of the Central Powers.  

 

Sample Evidence Log:  

Doc. # Doc. Key Info: Type, 

Name, etc.  

Summary- What information from this 

source addresses the prompt? 

How does this evidence 

support the claim/ prompt? 

Importance 

Ranking 

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Source #1: British Army (B.E.F) and American Expeditionary Forces on the Western front 

 
Image source: https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up 

 

Source #2: Rifle Strength of Allied and German Armies on the Western front, 1918 

 
Image source: https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up 

 

 

 

https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up


Source #3: Diagram Showing the Overlapping Lines of Mines Laid in the North Sea 

 
Image source: http://digital.library.yale.edu/cdm/ref/collection/rebooks/id/82187 

 

Source #4: American Telephone and Telegraph Lines on the Western Front 

 
Image source: https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up 

http://digital.library.yale.edu/cdm/ref/collection/rebooks/id/82187
https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up


 

Source #5: “Graph Showing Losses to Enemy Action & Marine Risks:  Shipbuilding Output of the World: Aug  

1914-Sept 1918”  

 
Image source: http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/the-war-at-sea# 

 

Source #6: American and British Artillery and Artillery Shell Production 

 
Image source: https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up 

http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/the-war-at-sea
https://archive.org/stream/warwithgermanyst00ayreuoft#page/104/mode/1up


 

Example sentence frames:  

 

 Given the evidence about the United States’ involvement in WWI, it is obvious that 

________________________________. 

 After the US entered the war, ________________________________, which means that 

________________________________. This was documented in ________________________________.  

 ________________________________ showed that ________________________________. This means that 

the US “tipped the balance” in favor of the allies because ________________________________.  

 A highly important piece of evidence for ________________________________ is 

________________________________. This is important because ________________________________ was 

necessary to winning the war, and the document shows ________________________________.  

 The evidence from ________________________________ shows that the US 

________________________________; this helped bring the war to an end because 

________________________________.  

 ________________________________ provides the clearest evidence that 

________________________________ because ________________________________.  

 

 

Document Analysis: United States Involvement in the end of WWI 

 
Image source: http://hti.osu.edu/opper/lesson-plans/wilsons-14-points/images/can-he-produce-the-harmony  

 

http://hti.osu.edu/opper/lesson-plans/wilsons-14-points/images/can-he-produce-the-harmony


Who is shown in this cartoon?  

What is happening?  

What is this supposed to symbolize?  

What is the argument for being involved in world affairs?  

 

 
Image source: http://www.asfmtech.org/16richardson5183/2013/04/12/cartoon-response/ 

 

Who is shown in this cartoon? 

What is happening? 

What does it mean? 

What is the argument being made to stay out of world affairs?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.asfmtech.org/16richardson5183/2013/04/12/cartoon-response/


Primary Source Excerpt: President Wilson’s Fourteen Points 

 
Text source: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/wilson14.asp 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/wilson14.asp


Primary Source: President Wilson’s Speech in Support of the League of Nations 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Secondary Source (Optional) 

 



Primary Source Excerpts 

 

 



Secondary Sources (Optional) 

 

 
 



Secondary Sources (Optional) 

 
Text/ Image sources: http://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/versailles.html; 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/versailles.htm 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/versailles.html
http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/versailles.htm


What ideas from Wilson’s 14 points were kept or actually implemented after World War I?  

 

 

What ideas from Wilson’s 14 points were either left out or negated (the opposite of what Wilson wanted)?  

 

 

According to the map, did the United States join the League of Nations?  

 
Image source: https://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/14wilson/14images/14ill2bh.jpg 

 

 

Which cartoon best reflects President Wilson’s ideas about the United States’ role in world affairs after WWI? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/14wilson/14images/14ill2bh.jpg


 

Analyzing Sources/ Creating Arguments (Group/ Independent Practice) 

Prompt: Construct an argument from the following sources that answers the question, “Was the United States’ 

involvement in WWI effective?” In other words, “Did the US accomplish its goals?” You may argue either for 

(“Yes, it was…”) or against (“No, it was not…”) this question, but you must support your argument with evidence 

from the provided sources. Use sources from yesterday AND today in your argument.  

 

Evidence Log:  

 My claim: ___________________________________________ 

Doc. # Doc. Key Info: Type, 

Name, etc.  

Summary- What information from this 

source addresses the prompt? 

How does this evidence 

support the claim/ prompt? 

Importance 

Ranking 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 



 

Skill/ Content Rubric for Argument #2 Writing  

 Blue (Advanced) Green (Satisfactory) Yellow (Developing) 

Content 

Knowledge 

At least 85% of examples/ 

details used in response are 

appropriate/ target WWI 

events and documents 

(information comes from 

documents used in class) 

At least 70% of examples/ 

details used in response are 

appropriate/ target WWI 

events and documents 

(information comes from 

documents used in class) 

Fewer than 70% of examples/ 

details used in response are 

appropriate/ target WWI events 

and documents (information 

comes from documents used in 

class) 

Content 

Knowledge 

At least 85% of evidence 

selected/ used is correctly and 

thoroughly interpreted and 

explained (documents are 

analyzed correctly) 

At least 70% of evidence 

selected/ used is correctly and 

thoroughly interpreted and 

explained (documents are 

analyzed correctly) 

Fewer than 70% of evidence 

selected/ used is correctly and 

thoroughly interpreted and 

explained (documents are 

analyzed correctly) 

Skill 

Application 

Both position and argument are 

clear, well argued and 

supported by appropriate 

evidence. Any evidence cited 

that does not support the 

argument is used in the context 

of refuting counterarguments 

(information actually supports 

the argument)  

Position is clear, argument is 

mostly clear and well-

organized. Students may use 

one- two documents/ pieces of 

evidence, maximum, that do not 

directly support their argument 

(information actually supports 

the argument) 

No clear position and/or unclear, 

rambling argument. Substantial 

section of evidence used does not 

directly support argument. 

(information actually supports the 

argument)   

Skill 

Application 

Substantial portion (at least 

85%) of the argument is reliant 

on and supported by multiple 

sources or source types. 

(Reference many different 

documents as evidence) 

Most of (at least 70%) of the 

argument is reliant on and 

supported by multiple sources 

or source types. (Reference 

many different documents as 

evidence) 

A minimal amount (less than 70%) 

of the argument is reliant on and 

supported by multiple sources or 

source types. (Reference many 

different documents as evidence) 

Work 

Habits 

Student response is totally 

completed and submitted on 

time with clear evidence of 

thorough, thoughtful effort.  

There is evidence of creative 

and/or higher levels of thinking 

present.  

Student has achieved 3 of the 

following:  

1. Response is totally 

completed 

2. Submitted on time 

3. Clear evidence of thorough, 

thoughtful completion 

4. Evidence of creative/ 

complex thinking 

Student has achieved fewer than 3 

of the following:  

1. Response is totally completed 

2. Submitted on time 

3. Clear evidence of thorough, 

thoughtful completion 

4. Evidence of creative/ complex 

thinking 

Totals for 

each 

category: 

   

Overall rating:  

 


