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Unit Date Le! te Arr'd Loc. 

Det. 1018- 9 p'43 (Se tt1e) 
CBWU 54'1- 14 Dec' 43 • 

CLiMU 556- Dec'43 

OBMtJ 576 - 23 J en' 44 
 II 

Det. 1018. OlU.ro' 8 547 and 556 
138th CB on 1 eb'44. C.:eMU 676 
b. rbed into the 138th. 
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United States Naval Construction Battalion 138 

On 21 October 1943, United States Naval Construction Battalion 138 

was oommissioned at Camp Peary, WIlliamsburg, Virginia, and Commander 

William T. Wright, CEC, USNR, was apPOinted Officer in Charge. At 

Camp Peary, the battalion engaged in advanced mIl1tary and technical 

training. However, special drafts levied against it to obtain personnel 

for other construction units depleted the 138th Battalion. Consequently, ......------: 

it was decommissioned on 20 December 1943, and CoDlD'lsnder Wright was 

alerted for an asslqnmen~ wltl\ United States Naval Oonstruotlon For~es 

in Au stnl l1a • 

On 1 Pebrui!lry' 1944, Ni!lval ConatruoUon Battalion 138 was activated 

agaIn on Attu Island in the Aleutians. It was formed from personnel of 

ConltruoUon Battalion Detachment 1018 and ConlCfUot1on Battalion Main­

tenance Units 541 and 556. Construction ~ttalion Maintenance Unit 576 

also was absorbed tnto the battalion upon its arrival at Attu on 9 March. 

The battalion performed maintenance and minor oonstruction at the Attu 

Naval Air 8ta~ion. On 25 January 1945, a detachment from the 1:>attaUon 

was sent to Adak Island for J!la~ntenanoe duty. 

The ba~tal1on was reunited in May 1945, and then saUed back to the 

United States. It anived at Camp Park , CalifOrnia, on 28 May, and wa 

inaottwted there on 16 ]une 1945. 



·History of the 

Third United States Nava 1 Construction Brigade 

in the Second World War 

On 21 January 1944, the Third United States Naval Construction 

Brigade was activated at Camp Seabee in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 

On 1 February 1944, the Base Planning and Construction Section of the 

Service Faroe of the Seventh United States Fleet also was established in 

the same place. Captain William M. Angas, CEO, USN, was apPOinted 

Officer in Oharqe of both organizations, and he assumed his new duties 

on 4 February 1944. In Maroh, Commander William T. Wr1g}lt, CEO. USNR, 

·was apPOinted axecut1vEl Officer of both organizations, Because of iJ 

shortage of qualif1ed Naval Civil ~ng1neer8 in the Southwes~ Pac~J.c Area, 

the other members ot the taff of the Third Brigade also conat1tuted the 

staff of the Base Planning and Construction Seotion. 
" 

Throughout the campa1gns of the Allied Foroes agalnftt the lapanese 

in World War II, the Third Brigade exercised adm1nistrative and operational 

control over United States Seventh Fleet construction foraea in the South .. 

west PaoUia Area, which were under the overall command of General Douglas 

MacArthur. The Brigade consl ed of three naval cons~ot1on regiments and 

more than fifty naval QOnQtruct1on ~ttaUons and malntellanae "nits. - ,'" .' 
frequently 

although the actual number"fluctuated in accordanoe with the operational 

requirements. Seabees of the Brigade worked on hundreds of military 



construction proJacts 1n Australia I New Guinea, the Schouten I lands, 

the Admiralty Islands, and the Philippine Islands. 

As the Allied Combat Forces advanced along the "Road to Tokyo, II 

the Seabees advanced along with them, all the time fighting and building 

to help Win the war against Japan. They built airfields, camps, roads, . 

naval stations, docks, piers, and PT-boat bases. 

Beabees landed at Hollandia on D-day, and also participated in the 

invasion of the Philippines at IJngayen and Leyte GUlfs. They supported 

every campaign 1n the Southwest Pacifio Area until victory against the 

Japanese was achieved. 

On 24 June 1945, Captain Angas, who by then had been promoted to 

Oommodore, wall relieved as Officer 1n CbC$rge by Oommodore Jonn R. Perry, 

CEO, 'USN. The Tbird Naval Construct1Qn Br1qoQ wa inaotivat d a~ 

ManUa, Luzon, 1n th PhU1pp1n I, on ., Dec mber 1945. 
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