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1st Embarkstiod 6th C.B, )
;ﬂgﬁg - Norfogk (and NYA-venters) = Left NCTC 24 Jun'42 288 Duborkstion

- Gul:go “Z4 Jun'42 - Hueneme 10 Jul'42 FFT NeTC - (CBRDNParks)
Ready Dete - 1 JG1'4 ABD - Hueneme
Left AED- - -21 Jul'42 (SanFran) Ready Date- 15 Aprt4s
Destination - W Fage-Rage, Dep-Sente, Guadsalesnal, Left ABD -~ 32 Hggtagd
Talegf;c Auokiond , -Nounea 106 Location Juh'4
1420-43 ~ Recently withdrawn from Cactus for rest at Mlcrum pending reformetion & assign.
3-22-43 - At White Poppy.
5-11-43 ~ 6th 0B located at Noumea. (ComNavBaseSoPac area to ComSoPac Sec. ltr dtd 5-11-43)
5- 1-43 ~ Requested 319 men by dispatch. Will be sent as soon as availeble. (IKS)
4.13-44 -~ 6th CB detached from 2nd Reg. (ComSoPac Conf. Disp. to 6th CB and others
390602 Mar'44)
3-28-44 - CBMU's 536 and 537 arrived at this base (Noumea) and relieved this batt of
maintenancs duties,
6~ 3-44 -~ 1 May'44 report - 6th CB operating at Noumea,
7- 544 - 1 Jun'44 report - .
7-31-44 - 1 Jul'44 report " This batt left SenFran 21 Jul'd2.
8-21-44 - 6th OB to be retd. to U.S. when transp. is available., (Comaeronsopac (S) Dispatch
180946 19 Aug'44 NCR 9178 to CNB Noumea)
8-24-44 - 6th CB loocated at Noumea - arrived EBspiritu Santo Aug'43 .
" Ouadalcanal /Sept42 " '
" Aucklend, N.Z2."Jan'43
“ Roumea » % Mart43
(Data of SoPac as of 1 Jul'44)
§-31-44 - 6th CB with 18 officers and 740 men located at Noumea ready to sall for U.S.
(Comseronsopac Sec. Disp. 272110 NCR 6134 28 Aug'44 to CNO)
Location - 8th ¢.3B.
051k 1 Gy et et OB =k Nounes. "
" oth CB arrived Parks 18 Sep'44 w 16_off me . s PAFKS,
\.?-66-445 - Above are on overseas lesve until 23 Oct. (23TWX2353 Sep'44 from Parks to Budocks
W-ls-44 - 1 3ep'44 report of 6th CB - The staging area project was turned over to a Regi-
ment on 7 Aug. Work on other projects wrs carried on up to 19 Aug., when all
construction work was terminated preparatory to departure from the base.
1-16-45 - Parks ordered to trarsfer the 6th B about 20 Jan'45 to Hueneme and for temp,
duty with Acorn Tredet while awaiting overseas assignment. (CNO
Gt fosdossdaZ;, Purin 12183) 484 18 Jon'dB) ) & (CO cont disp to
1~-20-45 —--" The 6th »nd 85th CB's will depart Parks for Hueneme 22 Jan'45,(Parks conf. 4isp
to Bupers 160415 dtd 16 Jan'45), '
1-29-45 «~- The Ath CB witt-be read- for shiyiment to Cincvoz 15 Jan'45,.(Cominen Sec. disv to
Cincpos 211829 211829 dtd 21 Jun'45), )
2-26~45 -~ The 6th CB yill Pe rewdy fer Cincpos 15 Apr'46.(Ceminch Sec, disp to Cincpea
232134 4atd 23 Pap*a8).
2-23-45 - 6th CB ready for BIVE 15 Apr'45. (Cominch Sec Disp to Cincpoa P & Adv Hq. 201905

4wl9-45 -
H-Dagf -

6-7-46 -

7-33=45 -

Mart45 :

The 61'.!)1 CB arrived with 22 off. and 962 men at Hueneme on 16 Apr'45 from Acorn
TreDet. (Huen TWX 18004 Apr'45 to Bupers)

1st echelon of the 6th CB departed Hueneme 28 Mgy '46 for overseas with 19 off.
and 753 men. (Hueneme conf disp 291702 May'45 to Bupers)

2nd echelon of 6th CB with 263 men and 4 off, departed Fuenems for oversees on
4 Jun'46, (Huenme conf disp 062206 Jun!45 to Bupers)

“he 6th : v,
ine gth OB s sastened to,the L1th Brg sng 45th Beg effogiiye 19 July. (00n


http:otfic.rs

Location - Okinawa 6th C.B,

8-23~45 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 6th (B - located at Okinawa. The lst Echelon consisting of

19 offers and 753 men departed Port Hueneme on 28 May'45 and arrived at Okinawa

on 14 Jul'48, The 2nd Echelon consisting of 2 offcrs and 2 men departed Port Hueneme

on 29 May'4f and arrived at Okinawa on 10 Jul!45 & the 3rd Echelon consisting of

4 officre & 263 men departed Port Hueneme on 4 Jun'45 and arrived at Okinawa on

14 Jul'45. Report via the 46th Reg and 11th Brig.

1 Aug'45 report of the 7th Brig, re comments on 6th CB. #&8th CB departed U.S. in

3 echelons. 1lst Hch. with 19 off & 753 men left Pt. Hueneme, Calif. 28 May'45 &

arrived Okinawe 14 July'45. 2nd Fch. with 2 off & 2 uen departed U.5. 29 May's5

from Pt. Hueneme, Calif. & arrived 10 July'4d at Okinawa. 3rd Zch. with 4 off. &

263 wen denarted Pt. Hueneme, Calif., 4 June'4d & arrived 14 July'45 at Okinawa.

Zntire batt at present located in the 46th Reg area at Tengan.

9=11-45 - Inactivation of following CB units approved Comservpac disps 291935, 290051 &
290007 all Aug:-4,6,7,17,20,66,74,78 & 87 CBs - Okinawa. (Cincpos conf spdltr ser

9 032559 dtd 4 Sept'45 to Comservpac).

9-29-456 -~ Couservpas directs to inactivate the following CBs 4, 6, 7, 17, 30, 66, 74, 78 & 87.
Inform Comservpac when inactivations are completed. (Comservpac conf spdlir ser
06174 dtd 11 Sept'45 to Comdt., NOB, Okinawe).

10-1-45 - 1 Sept'45 report of 6th OB - located at Okinawa. Report vis 46th Reg. & llth Brig.

10-11-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 6th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 46th Reg. & 1lth Brig.
In process of being decommissioned. 181 men transferred to U.S. for discharge under
the point system. B804 men transferred to other units.

1-15=48 - Records of 6th CB (4inactivated) are being shipped to the Western Division
Records Man gement Center. (0inC 46th Reg. ltr. ser. 574 to 0inC NRMC, Western

Div. dated 27 November 1945)
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IHACTIVAED.

s O _BOARD
; DATE QFFIORRS MER AUTHORITY
1 Jult4d 32 661 MoR
1 Augt'44 21 587 MoR
1 Sep'4s 16 361 MoR
30 Sep!ds 177 Recap
1 0ct'44 177 BNP625
1l Novtds 181 BHNP625
1 Dec'44 848 BNPE25
1 Jan'45 857 BRP625
1 Febt4§ 24 1079 ﬁa & R
1 145 1072 ag
1 Xpr'4s 1072 BEPE3S
1 Mayd4s 1073 BNPE2S
1 Jun'45 1021 . BNP625
i iul::g 1017 BNP625
ug 25 1009 R
1 Sept!ds 826 HiEgss &
1 Octt45 14 R
1 Nov!45 5 R

6th Construction Battalion { INACTIVALED)
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Chapter One
INDOCTRINATION

It was on the second and third of Mey, 1942, that potential
Seabees from every State in the Union poured into Great Lakes, Ill.,
end Camp Allen, at Norfolk, Va., The excitement of the trip, the
jokes of the men and the fun of getting acquainted, rapidly re-
lieved the loneliness of parting from loved ones as /the men marched
into the receiving astation where the first muster wes held and bed-
ding was issued.

The first night in boot cemp will always be remsmbered. Many
of the men had never seen a hammock before - much less tried to
_sleep in one, with the result that during the night, there was
little sleeping, but lots of fun. The next fow days were taken up
with medical examinations, receiving Navy uniforms, veccinations and
inoculations, £illing out insurance and ather forms, and generslly
learning how o stand in 1ine and wait, Navy fashion.

Guard duty was explalned and posts were assigned. The Master-
at-Arms, ccmpany clerks, and meil clerks were appointed. Cleoanliness
in the barracks was a major issue and inspections were rigid,

With most of the routine details accomplished, the msn were
taken in hand by their C.P.0.'s and leading P,0.'s and given the
fundamentals of drill. The next few days were uneventful except
for fever and ﬁld sickness from the typhold shots. ILeisure time
was spent in writing letters and attending Happy Hours at which .
popular music and entertainment was furnished by Navy bends and
various celebrities who donated their time and talent.

Sunday, May 10th, was a quiet day in camp. It was Mother's
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Day, and the men spent most of 'bher day penning fﬁoﬁgh‘l:s to mothers
and wives at home,

The last week at boot cemp was spent mz K.P., one compeny, %o
be exact, Company 331, was highly commended fé:.; ﬁeatness in the way
they kept the galley and a lott';sr to that effect was posted so that -
the regular Navy could see that the Seabees "had samething on the ban..ﬁ

May 22 was e twenty-four hour 1iberty day starting at moom. The
Tollowing day was visitors day and two hours were allowed to entertain
visitors at the Hostess House. ran May 24, tha men packed and moved
to Out Going Unit. The brief stay at boot cénp was over, During the
evening of May 25, the men boarded %rains bound in every direction,
The battalion was aplit into ten grcmp?; Heayc_",/h group going its owm way.,

The firat group to lesave meall ;emn. ‘L‘hey were sent to
Norfolk, Virginis, to atart ‘ork on the battalion records and to be
taught the Navy way of bookkaeping. T

The other nine groups, approximately one hundred wen to a group,
were sent to nine Nationsl Youth Associstion camps: Beltsville,
Marylend; Benton Harbor, Michigan; Carrolton, Chio; Dixon, Tenneasee;
Grafton, Illinois; New Castle, Pemnsylvenia; Reading, Permsylvaniaj
Tempa, Florida; and Savennah, Illinois.

Each contingent was under the commend of a commissioned officer
sided by two Marine corporals. The men were taught how to defend
themselves and how to use and care foar fireerms along with more
advance drilling. This wss only half of the program, the other helf
being spent in getiting the men uéed to working together by applying

their skills in the construction end repair of buildings, roads, shops,
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and any pileces of machinery or equipment that n.eedéd attention.

It was the first time construction Battaiion recruits were
sent to N. Y. A, camps, and the experiment was x‘npst‘ successful.

Much good was done for the camps as well as for the men. The men
wore treated well during their three weeks stay at the ocamps end
wore highly commended for efflcient work by the .ofﬁcials of the
N. Y. A. Memoriel Day was celebrated during this period. The men
marched proudly in the parades of that dgv and the praise of the
towns-folk was encoursging.

After spending three weks scattered- about the country, the
battalion united again at Cemp Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia, arriving
there on Monday, June 15th. At Camp Bradford, the men first met
the battalion officers who had completed an indoctrination training
program at Cemp Allen, N.C.T.C., Norfolk, Virginla. On ;rrival,
each man was assigned to a permanent company in the battalion, which

was now definitely tekingz form.
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Chapter Two

CAMP BRATWORD, GULFPORT, MOFFRTT FIELD & POINTS ‘m

It is interesting, at this point, to note the type orr person-
nel which made up the rirs'b roster of the Sirbh Kaval construction
Battalion. The original mmuster of men and officers is given on
pege ____. The men wers preponderantly skilled workers; building
foremen, operators of heavy construction equipment, carpenters,
electricians, clerks, cooks, truck drivers, painters, brick masons,
and the like. The officers were professional men; ¢ivil engineers
and conatruction superintendents, 'hro doctors, a dentist, and =
supply officer. There was fruitful promise of Tan 6utf1t which could
handle rough, tough constmction work. It rema:.ned to mold the bat-
talion into a smooth coordinated working unit. This latter objective
was repidly sttained under the sbls leadership o Lisutenent Con-
mander Blundon, the skipper of thé 81xth. o

At Camp Bradford there was drill and more drill again. The
drilling which was by nature arduocus and distastém to eonstruction
hands, was helping to shape the battalion into a smooth working mili-
tary unit. .

While here, the men were individually photographed for Naval
Intelligence Records and were issued more clothing and equipment.
One item in particular, the steel helmet, was accepted with a more or
less humorous attitude. Who had ever heard of a consiruction man
wearing a steel helmet? It wes little imegined that before long,
that helmet would become practically a bed partner.

After evening chow, the men usaed to hike down to the bay for a

~
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awim., It wes, to many, their first expériént:a in salt water and to
all not the last. Liberties at mearby Virginia Beach remain a pleas-

ant memory. o L

On June 24th, gear was packed and the battalion mustered to
leave at 8:00 P. M. The following day aboard train many wrote letters,
but mailing them en route was ‘px‘q‘lmubitea. Precautions were taken by
the battalion officers to keep secrst all troop movements.

After a 48-hour train ride, the béttalion arrived at the Advance
Base Depot, Gulfport, Mississippi, on June 26. It was the first
battalion to occupy this camp, which was Qtill in the early stages of
construction. The men were moved into 'ne_y barracks, 80 new that beds
had not yet been provided. For the ﬁrs% few nights they slept on the
deck, moving their gear in the moming 7 fpv vgi_vp th9 hpaigters room to
work. . | ‘

The battalion was welcamad to &n.;:porbnth ahsﬁégﬁh by the Mayor.
The patriotic enthusiasm of the people of,t:h&'b. eity wes expressed by a
fleg designed and donated by the Womens Anxiliery. | The flag, ho-wever,
traveled over 8,000 miles before it caught up with the Sixth Battalion.
Writing of flegs, the Sixth erected theAtlagpole at the Gulfport Camp
and was the first battalion there, to aqluta ®0ld Glory™ in a military
ceremony on July 4th. ' |

On the morming of July 6, reveille was earlier than usual. Deapite
lack of previous scuttlebutt, the hattal:}on was again on the move. By
6:30 that evening, all ge;:r was stowed aboard the trains and the bat- ’
talion was headed wesitward across Mississippi, through lLouisiana,

thence & long trip scross Texas into New Mexico, across the Rio Grande



River to Arizona. The scenery 'aa-heanzirul éﬁd the food and
sorvice on the train daluxe. Many of fhé men were seeing this part
of the country for the first time, Iaéwihg 1¥;zana and traveling
up the coast of Southern California, the train finslly pulled

into a siding at Moffett Field, the largéét ?lighter-thanra;;::
patrol base on the coast. '

The first day at Moffett Field the battalion waargivan 2 new
mailing address: Navy U;U;B., ¢/o Fleet Postmaster, San Francisco,
California. There was every indication that the stay hers would
be brief. Actually the battalion was awaiting anlé the loading
of equipment on ships and the issusnce of sailing orders.

At Moffett Field, the men were equipped with field packs,
ges masks, cartridge belts, mosquitc netting end about half were
- armed with Springfield rifles and ba&pngtg,».La;#ures were given
by experts in the field of chemical warfare and the men were in-
gtructed in the use of gas mssks. Additional training with the
rifle was given by Marines,

Cub One, a particular type of overseas base unit, was organ-
ized at Moffett Field. At that time, the Sixth Construction
Battalion was designated as the comnstructing sgency. The remsinder
of the Cub One organization was méde up of techniciens as radiomen,
Medical Corpsmen, aviation mechenics, etc.... who would maintein
and operate the base as it was constructed. The chaplain's
department of Cub One which was headed by Chaplain F¥. P. Gehring,
assisted by Chaplain B. B. Brown, won the reapec£ and affection

of the Sixth C. B.



 The cheaplains organized "Happy Houra™ and boxing and wrest-
ling matches; they directed recreétionia.?l. activities, using the
books and musical instruments whieh ne.’gm cavanaugh end Store-
keeper Al Landes had collected in San Francisco, principally
through the kindness of Mrs. Alma Spreckles Awl; and performed
many other like tasks, in addition to hoiding divine services
and providing counsel and assistance roi; men who needed help.
A zood share of credit for the high morale in the Sixth should
g0 to these men. Father Gehring later attalned national fame
for his work on Guadalcansl.

On Monday morning, July 20, 1942, the battalion was ordered
to stow their gear aboard train. lqﬁ:lp];)ad as a combination of
soldier, sailor and construetion worker, they were ready to
tackle their first assignment.

Before the last outlines of the mamoth dirigible hemger
faded fram sight, all memner of scuttlebutt was rampant as to
the destination of the outfit. In a matter of hours, the trains
pulled into sidings at San Francisco and at Navy Pler, Osklend,
California. The men were assigned to a hold in either the 3. 8.
President Polk or the U. 8. 8. Wharton. By 7:00 P, M., ell were
aboard, late chow was served and the men were busy exploring the
shipe.

The loading of eggs, vegetables snd equipment was rushed, .
until at noon the following day the lines were cast off and the
two ships moved into the bay where they lay at anchor about three
hours while other ships moved into position to form a convoy of

seven ships escorted by the light cruiser U. S. S. Helena.
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Chapter Three
GUADALCANAL VIA SAMOA & THE HEBRIDES

At 3:00 p. m. on the aftermoon of July 2lst, the convoy
sailed out of San Francisco Bay. Life jacketa were donned with
orders to wear them at all times. A%t 5:00 P. M., while all
hands were waiting in the chow line, the slarm was sounded for
gensral quarters; then followed the boat drill. Boat drills
were practiced each day and the time, from the sound of the
alarm until the last man was at his post was recorded. As days
passed, this time decreassed and the drills became more proficient.

Life on the ocean was much the same as in camp. Guards wers
posted, most of them on submarine watch. Work details were
assigned to keep the ships clean as possible. Cooks and messmen
were kept busy in the galley. The officers and yeomen set up an
office in the ships lounge where plans wera studied, personnsl
qualifications reviewed and exsecutive meetings held.

Feeding so many men fram a cramped galley wes a problem. The
heat and crowded quarters made sleep difficult. The bunks were

tiered and equispaced between decks. With 1im1téé ventilation
and the necessity for having a place to store their gear, many of
the men chosse to spread their bedding topside and sleep under
trucks or wherever space was avalilable, Spare time was spent
reading megazines and books and playing gemes furnished by Chaplain 3
Gehring eroerd the Polk, and Chaplain Brown aboard the Wharton. 4

few days out, Chaplain Gehring appointed reporters and started a




ship's paper, for the armsement and entar’bainn;aﬁt of the men,
This was atteched o the regular ship's mews bulletins and passed
out twice a week. o . .
Religious services were held each morning in the ship's lounge
and were well atiended. Happy Hours were heid in the evenings with
misic by the men led by Chaplain Gehring, who pla:yed his violin.
Seversl times while crossing, the 'escortiqg cruiéer would
launch a seaplane towing a long sock to repreéent an ene&ny plane.
The plene would fly overhead and the machmﬂe‘gun crews on each ship
would fire at the sock. The fine markamanship of these men was a
comfort, considering the ship was in the da.ngez; zones, On July 30th,
at the equator, all neophytes were @t‘ié.tgd into the realm of King
Neptune. Certificates of mem‘bersh;lpj:l‘{e%;e given, showing that eachA
man hed become a full-fledged shellpagk.; .,.
August 3rd, the convoy stopped for abéﬁt én ixour while the
officers conferred with those on qther‘ ships. _ﬁith the ship atanding
gtill, some of the men tried their luck at fishing off the fantail.
One of them had a strike and with lots of help hauled a four-foot
shark to the rail, only to lose him when a blow on the head of the
shark dealt by snother fisherman caused ifr. Shark to become another
®big one that got away.® |
During the eveninz of Auguét 4, the convoy was joinmed by a

British cruiser. It then split up and four of the ships left under

~

the escort of the new arrival. The four remaining ships picked up

spesed and many miles were covered by morning. The first pitching



of the ships at the increesed spaad ;guseé.mgﬁ;fgﬁaes'ot mal de mer. ‘V'

At dawn the next morning, land was sighted. After two weeks of
"water, water everywhere,® it was a !ﬁ}ga@gf@éghﬁ.f!?he oonvoy was -
approaching Amgrican Samcé. At 9:00 A,y;, ﬁhé ships weie piloted
through the mine fislds and drcppad gnchors ip %hé beautiful harbor
of Pago-Pago on the island of Tutuila.

A 24-hour stop was made to pick up the Seventh NAVal Conatruction
Battalion. As the ships lay at anbhor, several natives paddled
their outrigger canoes to the ships and displayed souvenirs which
meny of the men purchased st higher than markqt prices. Coconuts,
for instance, were sold at 25¢, sbout 15¢'mnf6 than they cost in
the States. By 6:00 Al the rollowing morning, August 6th, with
the new men aboard, the conwoy put to sea. e

On leaving Samoa, squells caused the dhips to rall and piteh
with resulting loss of meals and other ;;ﬁ@;;;;wot mal de mex
for many of the men. However, in r0t395?9°$;,1? waa fortunate
that these were the extent of the troubles in croésing the enemy
infested waters. On Friday, August 7th, by crossing the Inter-
national Date Line, & day was lost and the next morning became
Sunday, August 9th.

Mondey, August 10th, the convoy was met by a Navy destroyer
which escorted it all that night. The next morning, piloted by the
destroyer, the ships moved through the mine fields and into Segond

-
Cenal, & naturel harbor protected from the sea by the largest of

the Nouvelles Hebrides Islands, Espiritu Banto.

10



At this point in the story, 1t is advisable to stop and

relate a few facts so far ummentioned. ’

Then the Sixth Battalion left the States, its destination
(a deep secret at the time) was the Splohon Islénds, at that time
in Japemese control. The initial lending of the First Marine
Division took place on August 7th, while thokSizth was still at
sez.

Pending stabilization of the beach heads in the Solomons, the
battalion was held in the Hebrides. The Seventh Battalion went
ashore Inmediately upon arrival. The other half of the Sixth
Battalion then came aboard the Polk from the Wherton and the whole
battalion on the Polk waited in Segonﬂ‘cagal‘:or a yeak, ready {0
move up to the Solomons as soon as the ordei ;hé iasuod. Sitting
idle on the ships, the men becazme restless, aft?r 28 days on water.

On Monday, August 17th, 300 of th; men”‘are fékan ashore on
Espiritu Santo, followad by the rest of the battalion during the .
next few days. Cemp was set up in a coconut grove, the area was
policed, and work was begun on seversl projects, the first of which
was a pier constructed of sand bags, reinforced by coconut logs._
Two of these piers were built to enaeble trucks to get as close as
possible to the Higgins boats hauling equipment ashore. Ships
had to be unloaded and men were kept busy night and day. Other
men were put to work constructing warehouses snd Quonset huts to
be used as hospitals. Casualties from the Solomons and from ships
hit in enemy action filled the Quonset huts, almoat before they

were completed.
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With construction well under way and while awaiting the out—V
cone of the August 7th action, the skipper, Lieutensnt Commander
. Blundon, boardsd a plane headed for the Solomons, landing on
Guadalcanal August 20, just 13 days after the first lMarines made
taeir landing. Upon arrival, Commander Blundon made a quick tour of
tne area held by the lMarines. It took only a brief inspection to see
vhat if facilities for more air power were not soon established, the
Tnited States could never hold the island base. Commander Blundon
examined the equipment emd machinery left behind by the fleeing Japs.
The attack had been so sudden that the Japs were unable to destroy
their equipment. Realizing that time was the all-important factor,
Commmander Blundon irmediately sent word back for two companies and a
few exira men trained for special details such as water purification
and machinery repair. Expecting to return to the Hebrides before his
men left, he found that his plane had departed ahead bf schedule and
Commander Blundon was forced to remain on Guadalcanal seven days
lonzer than he sxpected.

During his stay, the commander slept on the ground. There were
only a few cots on the island; no tents were erected as they would
srovide targets for the enemy. On the next plane available, Com-
mander 3lundon returned to the Febrides, but too late to contact the
2irst contingent of his men, who had already left for Guadalcanal.

The first contingent of the Sixth Battallon, Qelected principally

-

from Jompanies "AT and "D, with a few out of the other companies,

iended on Guadalcanel on September lst, 1942,



Chepter Four
GUADAICANAL
The first contingent of the 6th C.B. %o land on Guadalcanal
consisted of 387 men and five officers. ILisutenant (Jjz) T. L.
Stemp was Officer in Charge and in charge of all operations.
Upon landing, the nah dug in fmmediately. The first camp
was established in a narrow strip of coconut grove, standing between
two clearings now Xnown &8s Henderson Field and Number One Fighter
Strip. The erection of tents was at first frqhibited as a matter
of camouflage discipline, so the men dug anallngélters, a couple
of feet into the ground, and used their ponchés for shelter covers.
During unloading operations, a large part of the gslley squipment
disappeared, end until what was left could be made serviceable,
the men messed with A and B Marine 'I‘ank(imanias
As soon as camp had been set up;fthe?uahAnere distributed to
various sites to commence construction. 'The largest and most
important project was HWenderson Pield. That story is related in

the following pages.

-



A. m}mson ATRFIELD

On September 2 a detail from ’chQ Sixth Construction Bat-
talion under Lieutenant (jg) A. P. Pratt took over construction and
maintenance of Benderson Airfield. They found a runway 3,800 feet
long by 150 feat wide, with 150 clearance zonesA ad jacent to the
flight strip. The Japs hed not yet completed grading and clearing
about 600 feet of the flight strip near the center of the field.
However, the Marine Engineers had done enough grading to make the
runway usable for fighter planes. The soil was generally an un-
stable, elastic , orgenic mck)which had been corrected with gravel
base by the Japs over a small portion of the field. The field
had been level-graded and rolled by the Japs with no provision for
drainage. OCurrent use of the field by Bavy and Marine fighter
planes) cambined with intermittent rainy raa.ther, created wmmud ruts
which caused numerous plane crashes. Al fhis time and in the days
following, wmore planes were lost to the U. 8. through landing -
field difficulties than in combat with the enemy.

Work on the airfield was divided between c¢learing a 1,300 =
foot additional length of flight strip, building up a crown in the
existing runway, and finally sur:acins with Marston mat. Operations
were complicated by the mecessity of keeping the field open for
flying at all times, end by shellings and bowbings from thé ;Taps)
who made the field ome of their prime- targets. e

Bquipment available for use on the f£iell? imcluded 2 HD7
Bulldozers, 6 International 14 yd. dwmp trucks, 1 Adams patrol

grader, 1 trexcavator, and later on, a 5 yd. carryall scraper and
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two amall scrapers borrowed from the M'arin‘ea.v' In eddition, the
Japs left 8 small tandem rollers, of which two were made to operate
under their own power and the rest MIaitandsmiy ‘a “cat™, two
or three to a unit. ¥here were also about 15 J’ap trucks. The Jap
equipment was similar in daaign to lnsliah or American equipment,
but of cheaper comstruction. he Jap trueka resembled American
Eontiac and Chevrolet models of about 1936. -

The airfield story can best be told in chi'onological order.
On September 2 & crew under Chief Carpenter's ‘Mate Floyd Iohnaém
started maintenence work on the vfield, filling' and grading ruts with
a mixture of clay, rotten stone,and coral. A‘b 1.1 1. ﬂ. the men had
their first attack by a lone Jap ho:mber. ‘ Bia bba mssad the field

by a wide margin. It was not until 1ater in 8eptenber that the Jap

bombers begen to get the range of tlw !1@(1&.

In bombing raids, there were géneraily tm warninga a "condition
Yellow® end a "Condition Red.” "Condition Yellow® forewarned $hat
_enemy planes would be overhead in 30 to 45 minutes. "condition Red"
indicated the plznes wers in a position to bomb and ea].led for an
immediate retreat to the foxholes.- !!he construction crews all
- worked throughout the "Condition Yellow", dispersing equipment or
continuing at their tasks. Oft times the "Condition Red"™ did not
appear until the planss were overhead.

Crews under Chief Shipfitter Van Méxtin Sarvei and Chief Carpen-""
ter's Mate Carl Rutherford begem elearing an additional 1,300 foet

of runway and building up the runway crown. Hundreds of coconut
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palms were cut and the stumps blasted with Jap powder. In locations
where the soil was unsuitable for compaction, it was ;xcavated to

a depth of 21 inches and replaced with gravel, coral_} and eclay. In
addition, a 1l2=-inch crown at the cemter of the runway made a total
thickness of 33 inches of good base material. Grading for the crowm
was particularly difficult, as it was necessary continually to main-
tain 3 smooth transition betwean the flat portion of the runway

and ';he 12=inch crown, in order to permit continued plane operation.

On September 4 a fighter plane in landing hit a high spot of
ground, looped and burst into flames. ‘The pilot was rescued by the
Marines and Seabees,

o protect the £ield from bombings, the Marines manned gun
emplacements at vérious locations along the flight strip. During
an attack on October :';rd, "Bucky" Meyer, seaman second class,
jumped into a machine gun pit, menned the gun,and was credited
with brina'ina' down a Jap Zero. For this action he was posthumously
decorated with the Silver Star. Meyer later was Killed in an attack
by a Jap plane while serving aboard a pontoon barge. Hs was the
first Seabee to be awarded the Silver Star.

The first large-scale laying of Marston mat began on September
25, and about that time the Flying Foritresses started to use the
field. Small sections of mat which previously had been laid over
unstable base were removed, and the bese correcteds This matting,
although bent and curved under daily usage by the planes, had held

together and served successfully to bridge over soft spots. In

-
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some locations, after the mattiig-was placed, the cqfrectad base
would settle, resulting in a shallow, hollow area. It was found
that these areas could be remedied by lifting the assembled mat
with bars and shaMing additional £ill material through the mesh.
Work was also commenced on the matting of taxiway stubs to hard -
standing areas.

During the early part of October, a Jap offensive pushed the
Marine lines back to the Lunga River at a poinf gsome 150 feet off
the west end of the runway on Henderson Field. With the Marines
éntrenched and fighting at one end of the field, the Seabees were
carrying on construction at the other.

In addition to air raids, which at first occurred so regul-
arly svery noon that conditions "Tollow" end *Red" could slmost
be anticipated, thers ¥as minor sniping fram the edjacent hills
and woods and a mors serious anno&ag#é known as "Pistol Pete."
"Pigtol Pete™ was one or more Jap §£i~ineh artillery pisces hid-
den away in the kills. Hs had the renge on Henderson Field and
other strategic locations. He shelled for 15 or 20 minutes,
usually about meal fina, generally créétﬁng»ﬁbre mental hazard
then material demege. In the case,of the airfield, "Pistol Pete"
at one time forced all planes to'movavto a new f£light strip. In
other instances, he would demage the Marston ®at, which would then
have to be repaired under fire. _ e

The condition of the runways waes not the only c¢ause of plans

accidents. On the 12th of October, three fighter planes took off
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in 2 cross wind. The first plane went part wey down the runway,
veered to the left and crashed into some coconut palms. The second
plane gained enough altitude to clear the top of the trees and was
caught in a gust of wind to crash in the woods. ‘!h;a third plane
gained just sufficienth altiifjude to c!;ear the grouﬁd, whan it was
blown off the runway and cré'shod into a park?d water tank and burst
int.o flames. The pilota of all three planes were rescued by the
Morines end 8eabees. They attiibuted the crashes to cross-wind
currents. On Novembsr Vloth Chisef Carpenter's Mate Arthur Halde-
men, in charge of a maintensnce ’crew doing repa:u; work on Henderson
TPield, was walking down the side of the strip as a’dive bomber ceme
in to land. Chief Haldemen, vfth his back to the plane, did not
notice that it wes having difficulties. A cross wind caught the
plane just as it touched the field, foreing it to the side of the
runvay end into the chief, killing kim instantly. Haldeman, the
leading chief of Compeny D, waes one of the best-liked chiefs in the
battalion.

October 13 and 14 were particularly busy days at Henderson
Pield. The Japs in the hills obsemé all activities oh the island.
Two days earlier, a large contingent of Army troops had landed on
Guadalcanal, To prevent the troops from consolidating their
positions, the Japs launched an all-out sea, aix; and land asssault
in an sttempt to retake the island. The attack started at 11:45 A"
on October 13. Apvroximately 30 twin-engined Jap bombers dropped

their bombs on the airfield, and with improved aim wmade several

direct hits on the bomber strip.
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U, S. fighter planes took off immediately in pursuit of Tojo's
varbirds. As soon as the last plane loft the ground,the entire
vattalion turned out to assist in repairing the damsge. Specially
loaded trucks,which were standing by for such an emsrgency, éarriea
gravel to help fill the bomb craters. Others carried equipment for
repairing the Marston mat which had besn torn and shattered by the
bombs., Peavies were used to pull the pins which held the mat sec-
%“ions interlocked. Entire sections were replaced and fitted into
the undamaged mat. Every man went to worK, either picking up pieces
of mat, pieces of shrapmnel, or helping to backfill and ;:mact the
craters. Because there were not enough shovels te supply all the
men  (nearly é%ery man in the battalion was thers)"‘ meny used
idoir helmets to pick up earth fill and carry it to the bomb craters.
Taree planes had been hit; several fuel drums were afirejand a number
of small emmnition dumps were left blazing, keeping sm§11 calibre
shells popping for hours. o

At 2:00 P. M. a second flight of Jsp bombers nit:the £ie1d end
repeated the morning's depredations. At 2:45 P. M. there was another
alarm, but the boskers were intercepted before getting to the tiela.
T:e men worked all afterncon to get Henderson Pield into service.
fver dark they returmed to cemp for noon chowe.

That night ebout midnight, the air raid alarm sounded, and
shortly afterwards several star shell;a lit up the camp and Benderson i
Pield. MThe star shells marked the begimning of a barrsge of l4-inch
and smaller shells from a Jap fleet consisting of @ battleship,

cruisers)and destroyer eoscort. The shelling lasted abeut two and
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one~half hours. One l4-inch shell struck and collapsed & foxhole
sheltering six Seabees. Two men in & neardy foxhole, H. L. Osborne,
SFle, and D. L. Gillis, SFle, heari;g the cries for help, left their
own shelter and rescued five of the men amid heavy shell fire, One
shell exploded so close it splattered them with dirt, The sixth man
in the hole, H. L. Thompson, CHM, died of .Vap.frocation. ¥or their
heroic action, Osborne and &illis vére recommended for a cltation.
and received the Silver Star.

_After the shelling, stroné Jap aircraft concentrations bombed
Hendérson Eie}.d. and the cemp in three waves, the raid lasting until
5:30 4. M |

Benderson Tield suffered 21 holes in the &ra‘bon. met, most of
them due to the shelling. Of 18 Ylying Portreases vhich were on the
field, only one was damaged. It was aeamd essantial to €1y the
Portresses out immediately. 'Using only 2,600 feet of runwey, the
remaining 15 skipped the .shell cratai*a a.nd took off suocéssfully,
except for one plane which cut a tire on' aome %orn Marston matting
énd had to be abandon;d. ,

Repairs to the daméged field begaﬁ immediately after the flight
of the Fortresses. ?og}:unately 4¥he Jap cruisers had used armor-
piercing shells, which made holes. aone'lsu-anﬁl 20-feet deep. but of
relatively small dismeter. However, scme §f ihe bomb craters were
40 feet in diameter. The hollow, armor:piercins nose of the dhells
was found intact in & number of instances, even %o the good condition

of the threads which attached the nose to the casing.
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At 9:30 AM,, noon, 1:00 P,M., 2:15 P.M., and again a little
later, the field was bombed bg: enemy craft. "Pistol Pete™ also
kept banging away. Holes varé put into the strip as fast as they
could be repaired, and then repaired as fast as they were made.

Our eircraft used the field throughout the attacks.

Barly on the morning of October 15 there was another heavy
shelling lasting 50 minutes by Jap cruisers. 'The men were fore-
warned that enemy transports were standing by and that‘ if the Marines
retreated, the Seahbees were fo fall back with them and aid in the
defense of the island. With only one rifle available for every two
Seabees, it was an unpleasant proapect) which fortunately failed to
materialize. The Jap bombers hit the runway again,to meke & totsl
of 53 hits in 48 hours. -

On October 16 and 17 the field was again shelled and bombed.

On October 17 in a noon bombing by 47 Jap planes, 35 were downed by
V. S. fighters and anti-aircraft defense. Three flight stfipa wore
constructed to supplement Henderson ¥ield., Number One was a rolled-
turt strip)é,eoo feat by 300 feet) and was constructed in thrée days
under Chief Carpenter's Mate Walter .Tosiyn.ﬁ The sage was cut to a
neight of about 18 inches, husmmmocks leveled, old foxholes filled,

and the field rolled. A1l equipment used in this work was Japanese.
At one time in October, this fighter strip served all air traffie,
including B-17's, when "Pistol Pete" mede Henderson Pield untenable. -~
Number Two was a gz;ading job accomplished with a single ;a.rryall

and one bulldozer which pulled same Jap trusses rigged into a drag.



Wumber Three was a rolled«turf strip used o;ﬂ.y'.:rbr_ disperaal. Phese
last two atrips were on the front lines at t:ie 'b:ula they were con-
structed. l!arine patrols set up mylacmnta e;nd :;‘.b‘ood guard over
the construetion worls. Uo:ds on lumbar Two we.s delayed by "Pistol
Pete" and Jap snipers. Number Eh:ree m conatmcted 1n front of the
barbed wire protecting the lines. Just priq: to vﬁemletion of Number
Three, the job was secured one evening;and en tha"“liight of the follow-
ing day %he Japs engaged V. 8. Army ‘l:roops acrosa one end of the strip.
Bombings and shellings continued through 'bhe 1atter ‘part of
October and Bovemher, but on a reducod ncale.r In the latter part of
November, Eanderson lzeld was turned over to tha harine Aviation

Engineers. A'b that time, 3,400 reet or mt had heen laid and the

remainder of the flight strip im)rovod to serve heavy trarric without

the nscessity of Marston mat. é
It is the proud recori of the 8ixth 'tha‘s despite the shellings

and bombings suffersd by the field, it was never ou’s of operation for

more than four hours and was always Kept in condition so that in

emergencies fighter planes were able to land and talte off as required.
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B. mmm CAMP

Within a week after landing, tents were erected and more
elaborate foxholes constructed. 'The necessity for this letter item
was learned the hard way.

During the first bombing, shortly after midnight on September
2, the men took cover in shallow, open-trench foxholes., Many turned
on their backs and watched the sﬁow. This eaays atti‘f:ﬁday continued
for two or three days. Then came a bombing which tou.nd seversl
Seabees and eleven Marines a.ll in ome ahallovr trench. The Marines
decided the trench was oo crowded and moved to a nearby gravel pit.
An anti-personnel bomb fell néarby and killed all eleveﬁ men. These
anti-personnel bombs, called "daisy cutters,” were sat to explode
upon initial contact, and would claan a 50-foot dlameter area at
the surface of the ground, throvim; shrapnel, bolts, razor blades,
and assorted debris. If thay hit a trea, they vould exyloae and
shower downward.

Foxholes of revised construction were at least 4 _faet deep,

3 feet wWide,and 6 to 9 feet long. The top was covered with coconut
logs and crowned with a 2-to 3-foot earth cévar. Many were furnished
with sleeping gear, cigarettes, and rations for all-night use. Most
were built with the entrance in or very close %o the tents.

Yood was an especially critical problem during the first three .
months of camp; in fact, the scarcity of food pravented bringing -
more men to the island at a time when every hand could have been
used. Chief Commissary Steward Rudder, in charge of the Commissary

Dopartment, utilized available supplies to the utmost. Two meals a
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day consisting of captured Jap rice, oats,or spaghetti, along with
an occasional side dish of canned franks or "corned williqp made up
the menu for nearly a month. There was boiled rice, rice gudding,
chile and rice, tomatoes and rice, and rice with raisins. Unofficially,
there were also rice weevils and wcrns)which sonétimos failed to rise
to the surface for skimming when the rice was bdoiled. Native cattle
on the island helped to furnish an occasional meal of fresh meat,
The first hamburger was served shortly after a cow attacked Chief
Rudder._ Cattle hit by shell fragments were officially available for
chowgan& strangely enough, the mortalidy among the non-tubercular
cows vwas quite high. Sweets were limited to a Jap sugar-syrup candy
of various flavors. ¥or men working from dawn to dusk on construc-
tion work, and then In the evenings living in foxholes, it was
protty slim going. At the end of the first month, many ribs stood
out like washboards. V E

Later, as refrigeration was set up and more supplies brought in,
conditions improved so that it was possible to serve turKey dinners
for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

During the first week in October, cemp was transferred to a
new location botwean Henderson ¥ield and the beach, and set up in
nore permanent form. A battalion office and carpentry, photographic)
and sign‘shopa were established. A sick bay, hospital, postoffice,
and repair shops rounded out the camp; meking it a self-sufficient
unit.

Plans and Surveys, under Lieutenant W. H. Day, turned out plans

for roads, buildings and all construction projects. Job surveys
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were also made by this detail. In many instances, road-location
parties would run surveys up to the front ;inéa. i‘wo Jap transits ‘
and a Jap level were used extensivoi} for lason‘b wbrk. me ingtrm-
ments were of good quality and similar in dogign to American=-made
instruments.

At finas there were as many as 100 carpenters wofkins under
Carpenters §. ¥. Higgins and C. X l’le;tc;.hea.;. fourtéén Quonset huts
were built, several in the hegrt of the jungle. Most of the huts
were for Marine Aviation galleys and messhalls. end forkl'aval hos=
pitals. The hospital huts required special constmction, partitions,
and even running water. The first two huts built m ‘the jungle were
completely destroyed by an enemy 14-inch ahell Another shell,
hitting & few feet from the huts and directly into a dﬁgout, killed
five officers from one flight squadron who were qleayus there when
the shell struck. On a hill adjacmttc:l;endersonfield, '&he Japs
had constructed a large pagoda-like building. ¥Prom items found in
the Bduilding, it aprarenily had been used by the Japs as a pilots’
clud house. The carpeniers remodeled the interior and put in
desks and office furniture. Later when the Jap bombers Wogan hitting
the runway strip day after day, it was thought the b;zildine ﬁ@t
serve the Japs as a guide in calculating a hoﬂzvmlease spot. Por
this reason, the building was razed and the lumber salvaged for
other uses. The carpenters constructed a.signal tower for conirol e
of traffic at Henderson Field, radar and beacon masts. They also

constructed the chapel for Father Gehring, pictures of which were




featured in "Life" megmzine. It ia intpresting 40 note that every
piece of lumber used by the Seabees and Marines in the first two
months on the island was salveged from Jap materials.

Prom the outset of work at Guadalcanal, it wasz considered
desirable to obtain a photographic record of conétruetion’progress
end unusual conditions encountered. mg ass;lgnmnt m given %o
Frenk deSimone, PhoMle, who in private life oi)éi;téd hiAs' own studio.
With a dark room slightly larger than a phone booth, and using a
salvaged Jap motorcycle for ti'nnsportatien, he obtained hundreds of
4 x 5 prints, 35 mm Kodachrome,and rolls of movie film. His excellernt
photographic work was acknowledged in a letter rrom PuDocks in
Washington. - : | -

Ancther specialist from civil life who followsd his omn pro-

fession was Al Browne, Ptrlc, whose shoy turned out signs for the

BRIt

Marines, Army, Navy and Australian Porces. ﬁuimﬁt ;%encils , road
markers and educational cartoons, grave"ﬁérkera, were all in the dayb
work. Hs glso turned out a numbsr of spscialgdesigns in color, in-
cluding a large Seabes insi@.ia)which notb only advertised the 8ixth,
but gave evidence of its professional abilities. ’

The transportation and equipment eenter operated under Ensigns
Augusterfer and Cavanaugh, andlt.he affiliated shops constituted one
of the most important departments in the cemp. It was their job to
keep the equipment distributed among the various jobs end,most im- -
portant of all, to keep it running. Chief Machinist's Mates Hslne

and Parmer operated a garage and heavy-equipment repalr shop. - Sup-
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plementing this shop was a blackamith and welding shop operated by
€Chief Carpenter's Mate Huebner and Chief Shipfittef Huffman.

There were some 100 Jap 3-ton steke<bodied trucks on the island,
with about 25 allotted to the €th. These trucks had low beds, which
made them ideasl for loading and unloading on the beach., Repairs
wors mostly a metter of inter-changing parta.. Inéidentally, éﬁaase
racks and many other garage accessories were furnished by the Japanese.
Several 40-HP Jap "KATO" tractors, similar in design to "Cletracs,™
were put into service for the SBabeés in one‘way or another. 8Some
were used in the field, others salvaged for parts. S8tesering clutches
and other units were adapted for use with Mmerican "AC" and "Inter-
national™ tractors. The upkeep of Amsrican oguipmsnt was most
difficult because of lack of spare parts. The ubrk of the black~
asmith and welding shop was invaluasble in nﬂking and renakins‘parfé.
There was fine cooperation and mutual assistance between the Marines
and the Seabees in helping to keep each other's equipment rumning,

The Jap rollers were 8-ton tanaems_poweraaAnitﬁ American~-made
Pord Model A and;V;B motors. In one case a:mmtor was stripped down
and the bearings removed and ground to fit an RD-8 tractor. Radia-
tors were partieularly vulnerable to shell fragments; howsver,
repairs were expedited by H. A. Duvell, ¥lc, who made new radiators
out of metal ammmition cases. At one time Chief Huebner made and
rigged a 5-ton platform erane wsing tractor winches, Jap structural ..
skapes, and an amphibious-tank nnté;. To distinguish it from the
Northwest cranes in the battalion's equipment, this item was dubved

the "Southeast® crane.



The Seabees have been described as.capable of fixing anything
from a wristwatch to a steamshovel. It was true of the Sixth,
even to a watch-repair shop., The watch repairman, Horman Rosster,
Sic, had more work then he could handle. Me serviced watches for
the Army, Mavy and Marines. Watch repair had been his hobby before
joining the Wavy.

Night life in the 6th C.B. camp was anything but a quiet affair,
T:e bombing and shellings aimed at Honderson Fiseld alsc included
“he camp, which was within a quarter of a mile. Beginning October 13,
and for nearly two wselks thercaftsr, most men spent the nights in
their foxholes.

In addition to the previously noted heavy bombings and shellings,
there were misance attacKs nearly every day and night. It was a
frequent occurrence for "Pistol Pete™ to brsak up & chow line, or
for a8 single small plane, popularly ealled "Washing Machine Willie,"
caryving two or three bombs to cause & nightly retreat to the
foxholes. Another hazard during the months of September and October
was the "trigger-nappy" condition of Marine and Seabee seniries,
which made it very unwise to venture anywhere at night. On one
black night Bnsign Webdb, Navy bomb-disposal officer who lived with
the Sixth and who faced death regularly in his work of disarming
live bombs and torpedoes, spent an unhappy £five minutes under the
muzzle of the brig sentry's rifle -- fortunately not loaded —-
berfore Chief Master at Arms Musen identified him.

The 6th suffered very few casualties in camp from the afore-

-
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- mentioned shellings and bombings, principally because of their
well-construeted foxholes. Marines bivouacKked in adjacent areas
under temporary sheliers lost many men. -

During the first months on Guadalcenal,the men worked long
hours on meeger rations and with little sleep. Their resistance
became lowband several hundred fell prey to malaria. However,
under the leadership of Doetor R. Tharp, Senior Ebéical Officer,
and Doctor J. F. Maser, almost all cases were checked at an early
stage. Only one men died of melaria. Prophylactic dosege of
atabrine and mosquito-control measures helped to hold the disease
in check.

In all, 31 men in the 6th were evacuated from Guadalceamal
because of Wounds O BSTVOUS breaktdowns, 13 Killed in action, and

2 died of illness.

~e
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cC. WATERFRONT OPBRATIONS

Unloading from ships to beaches m;.s accomplished by means of
Higgins boats, tank lighters and pontoon barges operated by Navy
persommel., Working parties of Marines and Seabees generally did
Vii,heir own unleading, except during critical periods ﬁhen it was
necessary for the Marines to man the front ﬁnes and the Seabees
to take over, Initially, coconut log ramps about 35 feet long and
wide enough to accé;xfmzéate a truck .. were constructed on the beach,
The ramps extended far enough into the water to float a Higgins
boat at one end, Loading directly from the boat to frucks was
accomplished by a power-operated cable, which ran through a sheave,
supported on an A-Frame at the end of the ramp, to a winch on the
beach. . - ‘

Later, three piers of timber construction were built along
the beach, The first job, performed under the supervision of
Carpenter Pletcher, was to rebuild ank .eﬁc;:stinx pler at the "old
. 0. B.", Kukum Beach. Creosoted telephone poles ief'h by the
Japs were used to replace damaged - . piling, Pile caps and
stringers were 8" x 10" . .seétion and the decking 2" x 6", all
furnished by Tojo. On the day it was completed, uP;LS‘tOI Pete
got the range on M. O. B., wroecked a newly comploted signal tower,
and forzed the wen working on the pler to scatter to fox holes.

It was necessery to abandon N. 0. B. yand the pier was left unused

for a considersble time thereafter,
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In lieu of the abeve pier, two smeller piers, 52 feet long
by 25 feet wide,were constructedj one at the "new N. 0. B.". (Lunga
Lagoon) the other at Red Beach, The pier at Iunga Laéoon was.
nameqd "Jennings landing™ in honer of Chief Shipfitter Jennings.

During October there was an acute shortege of avistion
gesoline on Guedalcanal, It was necessary to ferry all gaseline
from Tulagi in drums. Oftimes the Seabees would })e called upon
to assist Navy and Marine persomnel in unloading éperations. On
October 15, after dark, a detall was sent to thé beach to unload gas
brought in by a "Yippee" boat from Tulagi. Arriving at the beach,
the scene was suddenly 1it by two aerlal flares, féllowed by Aa half
dozen bombs or so from "Washing Machine Willie" and a frie'n@(. e
men took shelter in Marine dugouts along the bea;gh.  About an hour
after the planes disappeared, the Tulagi ferry errived. “The gasoline
was quicKly unloaded and distributed .1n caches along the beach.
The last drum had hardly reached the beach when Jap ships moved in
and opened fire on Henderson Pield. The shelling.cotrbix:;ued for over
an hour, until U. S, surface craft forced the Jap ships to flee. There
was no less of personnel or gusoline during the two attacls.

The following day, October 16, a detail of 17 men under Chief
Shipfigger Jermings was sent two miles off Red Beach with a pontoon
berge and fuel drums to unload gasoline I‘:‘rom the now-famous airéraft
tender, the converted destroyer McFarlané. Just a.i;“ter the last drum
was f.illed) and before the lines could be cast off s Jap dive bombers

sweoped in, The first wave missed completely; the second hit the barge )
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Which burst into flames;and the third scored a hit on the fentail

of the_McFarland, expleding the depth dharges. In the strafing

* which gccompanied the bombing, several planes ‘vere Erought domn by
the McFarland's guns., Those on the barge who were é.ble dived into
the water and were picked up within -three minutes hy the crew of a
Higgins boat. Both the Sesbees and the crew of the McParland were
hit heavily. Of the men in the 6th, R.. 3. Watson and S. B. Hale
were severely burned by the flaming gaseline, D. 1. Gillis, SFlc,
suffered vé. ruptured ear drum, and eight men ;ez-a reported Killed

in aetion, "hese were Chief Shipfitter Jennings, J. A. Addor, CMc;
J. L. Brinker, CM3c; J. A. Deeks, CM3c; H V. Jenéan,vSF.Zc; J. J.
Plas, S2c; B. B. Janney, S2¢; and T. 'c;'nsyé;,' S2c. Bn Toute to
the beach, W. J. Curry, Slec, adniniatg%red ar'bificial regpiration

to Watson, who suffered severely frm shock. Onﬂcvember Tth,

while a crew of Seabees was building a pier at the new N.0.B. and
another was unloading lighters along the beach negrby, a Jap sub~
metifme fired a torpedo at a cargo ship whith was standing by. The
torpedo missed the ship and beached itself not more than 50 feet €rom
the men. It gave them quite a scare, but fortunately, failed to
explode. A& second torpedo was more accurately aimed, and the ship was

J
hit,

-
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D. ROAD AND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION

The 6th €. B. during its stny» on Gudalcaml con-
structed and maintained sbout 24 miles qf read, The principal
road jobs were as fellows:, Fighter one to @‘ightar three, 13
miles; betmeen the Tenaru and Lunga Rivér, 4B miles; from the
Lungz River to the Matanikeu Rivar, 2% miles; from the
Lunga River to the beach, 2/3 miles; frm the Tunga Lageon
to 7 mile beyond the ¥enaru, 2—& miles; and wintenance of 12
miles of road in the Lunga Lagoon = Tena.m Rivor ma. Almost
all of the construction supervis_um was und.erAchief Petty Officers

a;!

F. L. Johnson, J. B. Caffall and v. M. Sarver.

Initially, road work was liui.ted, Jllue to the cons’cructlon
work which was under way at the ai.rfields. ﬁ;never, after the

battalion was relieved ef airfield work » pid&la of November,

a great many men were diverted to roadmk. AJJ. of the reads,
excepting the road between the Iungs and Ila'ban:!gmu Rivers, were
gravel roads. Contrary to the roed-building practise, no attempt
was made to remove the layer of crganié%gtéiial“ i. e. ,aried
leaves, plants, etc.,™ which formed sort of sub~base for most of the
roads, A l2~inch to 18-inch ¢lgy blanket was £illed over the
organic, traffic-compacted and surfaced with 6 inches of gravel,
The roads preved adequate for the traffic served, which was mostly
light and heavy trucks and mobile armament,

The road between the Lunga’luand Matanikau was Built up and
surfaced with 18 inches to 24 inches of coral, After traffic

compaction and with slight meintenance in blading, it compared

Tavorably with a 5@£aced'hi§1way
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Much of the delay in read building was due to lack of

equipment. At first, there were only 4 ’bulldozers, 2 5yd,.scrapers,

1 patrol grader, and several trucks. This equipment was at times entirely

diverted to airfield work., ,

Typical of the difficult ‘situatiom: encountered was the con-
strucfion of the "Mﬁmmy Yokum" bridge on the road between Fighter
Strips One and Thrée. The bridge ’spﬁnned a snz;ll creek over which
the Marines had previously planked a crossing by sinking $wo
amphibious tanks for piers. But the ﬁa’n’ka kept ginking, so that
it was necessary to build a new bridge. A Seabee crew, under Chief
Carpenter's Mate Jesse Caffall, using a pinch bar, eross-cut saw,
a8 double-bit axe, and some baling wirs, constructed a 40-~foot bridge
of two 20-foot spans, which was put into wse for heavy truck traffic.

The 6th C. B. comstructed four éajor vehicle bridges, ranging
in length from 90 feet to over 200 feet, This work was under the
general supervigion of Carpenter Fletcher. ©ne of the most important
'spanned the fast-flowing Iunga River en the Lunga R}iver Road connecting
the front lines near Henderson Pield with the Marine Base Supply Camp
and Hospital. In construction of this bridge, a pile driver was fab-
ricated from Jap structural shapes, The bridge, when completed, was
225 feet long with a 20-foot roadway.

Initially the Iunga was spanned by a narrow coconut-log bridge
constructed by the Japs. It was not stréng enough for trucks, so they,

had to ford the river and would oftimes get stuck. In high water,

the stream was impasseble. Work on the bridge was begun on September 14.

By October 11 more than half of the piling had been driven when high

2
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water, resulting from the heavy rains in the hills, washed out
the Jap bridge and carried it down str.em‘ to where the new bridge
was being constructed. The Jap bridge hit the new work, sheared
two piles, and tumbled the pile driver inte theA river,

This occured just before the major 3§p offensive to retake the
island on October 13. Because of the immediate necessity for the
bridge, men were imt to work éaiv&giﬁg* ﬁmber from the Jap bridge. A
temporary ponteon bridge was ecnstructed uwsing empty fuel drums and
the Jap lumber, During the action of Octeber 13, 14,and 15th, the
bridge carried traffic bearing casualties to the dressing stations
at the rear and carrying ammunition to the front. It was kept in use
until the new bridge was completed October 25. A

The Lungs bridge was named Doug;ias Bridge-, after Chief Shipfitter
Douglas, who supervised its comstruction, Xt was 20 feet above the
river bed and was constructed of 5 §ile bents, Creoscted Jap telephone
poles of about 12-inch diameter were used fer piling. Caps measuring
14 inches by 14 inches in sedtions were hewn from trepical lumber, which
ranged from good grades of teak and rosewood to a poor mahogany. Tojo
also furnished I beams for stringers and most of the deck timber.

The bridge was designed for a 20-ton loading but supported greater
loads in carrying heavy artillery,

Less than two weeks after Douglas Bridge was constructed, work
on another bridge of the same type was begun. This bridge, measwring
209 feet in length, sat 15 feet above“ the river bed and had a 20~foot,

roadway, It spans the Tenaru River at a point where the Japs once tried

A5
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to breal through the Marine lines. It was estimated by the Marines that
over 400 Japs were buried in the auddy bed of the river just below the
oridge. Trainer Bridge (so named in honor ef Chief Shipfitter Trainer,
who supervised its construction) presented greater problems than the
first bridge, in that the supply of Jap timber was becoming exhausted,
and it was mecessary to hew many of the timbers from trees cut in the
nearby jungle. Hatch covers from a torpedoed ship made part of the
decking, Trainer Bridge was opened to traffic en December 5, 18 days
from the start of cemstruction,

Work was started December € on a third bridge, spenning the
Matanikau River, in which the girders were Jap steel roof trusses.
This bridge was seventy-five percent completed when tmrmed over to
the 26th Battalion on 2 Jasuary. The front lines at one time were less
than a half-mile from the bridge. However, encounters with the Japs
were limited to occasional mortar shells which fell in the mearby
Jungle.

Other bridges included a 90-foot trestle across a gulch on
the road to Fighter Strip Two and several foot bridges. The most
imteresting among the latter was a 168-foot suspension span across
the Metanikan River, The bridge was supported by a 7/8-inch cable
pulled into position with a tractor and anchored to a "dead man",
Cabl: clamps and turnbuckles salvaged from a torpedoed ship were used

‘n th> construction. Marsion mat hung €rom 3/8-inch hanger cables



wes the decking.
Hardware for all of the bridges was cut from Jap stecel, heat -

treated and threaded in the battalion blacKsmith shop.



E. PIFE LINES AND TANK FARM

One of the most important supply opérations involved the trans-
porting and storage of aviation fuel for Henderson Field., At first, fuel
druns were loaded from cargo vessels to landing barges, unloaded at the
beach, and thence transported by truck to fuel dumps near the airfield.
These operations were costly of man power; and in addition, it was at
times impossible to furnish by this method enough fusl to satisfy the
requirements of aircraft operating from Henderson Field.
Late in October work was begun on three 250-Barrel tanks at
Henderson Field, These tanks were so located that it was popsible to
roll drums from the trucks onte a rack and empty them by gravity into a
trough and thence to thé tank, TFuel was drawn from the tanks by gravity
flew into tank trucks for use on the airfield. In»h\“a‘gember additional
storage ¥Yolume was provided through the erectidg of ome 1,000-barrel and
two 10,000-barrel tanks. The tanks were all of steel,t pre-fabricated,
’oo.‘;.ted construction, To provide a measure of safety against air atiacK, the tops
of the smeller tanks were covered with a blanket' of cocomut logs and samd,
The final step in the comstruction of the tank farm comsisted of laying
a é~inch all-welded pipe line cennecting 8 distributing point on the beach
to the warious tanKs. The econstruction of the pipe lines and tanks was under

the supervision‘of‘k"c. (ig) B. K. Smith,) assisted by(I:h. Paul Davis, battached

to the battalion temporariiy for this\ —

"

On November 21 the unleading of pipe and tank-farm material for
the 10,000-barrel tank from the U.S8.S.Libra was begun. By Wovember 2/th, the
site for the first tank had been co@letedjand work was started on the steel
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ereetion, Thia tank was completed oni ‘Novémber , 10y Qomyletion of the
gsecond tank was accomplishea in Deceg:be By Hovem'ber thh 350 feet
of trench had been excavated for the ~inch 111181; On this date, the:
trencher, a used and antiquated machine, suffered a hwokfn drlve shaft,
LT ee

so that it was necessary to excavate by hand, using : dabor, The

trencher was repaired and pl'aced into service, onl; to break down again

3
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beyend I‘”epair on December 3. Digging proceegédt by hand until on December

6 a trencher was borrowed from a Marine A&iatioﬁsenginéw unit to complete
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the job by December 19. The length of the é-inch Xine -.i‘ron the beach to

:
¢

Y

the tank farm wes 5,219 feet, with a total rise of 2 fee‘b In addition,

1
eq o

2,910 feet of 4-inch screw-joimt pipe was installed o carry fuel from 4he
main tanks to the smaller tanks in the wvicinity of Henderson Field. Pump-
ing- stations were installed near the beach and at Benderson Pield.

Of particular interest was the twin Ipinch 1:Lne connecting the main,

on i daler
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6-inch line with tankers anchored off ‘lfhe. bea.ch. ' It extended 850 feet

-
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into the bay. - At the seaward end @ umion joined the pipe to a flexible

i

é6-inch hose, which in turn was anchored to a floating bouy by a f£ive~inch

I

manila 1ine and a 3/4~inch chain., In conai;ructién the 4-inch lines were

e o
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welded, floated into place,and then sunit and anchored, ‘Upon completion
of the project,it was possible for‘ 8 tanker $o anchor near the bouy,
pull the six-inch flexible hose over the side, and pump fuel directly
to the storage tanMs, %
T. PowER .
A group of electricians and diesel mechanics under Chief Blectrician's
Mate €. M. Pouts arrived with the first contingent on September 1 and
immediately started work to place in gperatidn a powerhouse which the Japs
had constructed. The Jap generating unit comsisted of a 4-cylinder, full -
3
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revergible marine diesel engine, connected with a 100-kilowatt, 3300 =

volt, 3~phase generater, which at one time bare a Weéﬁingﬁousef%ag.

By September 7 the plant was in operation.” The Japs also left numerous ' -

transformers, ranging from 1/2-kilowatt to 30-Kilowatt capacity.

This power plant served mearly all electrical appliances on the
island, excepting the amti-aircraft searchlights,, The output averaged
60 MWW with a 97 X7 peak; and included among the major loads were the
field lights for three airports, the base radiu and transmitter, two ice
plants, seven reefers, the Division Field Hospital, five Medical Corps
units, the aviation machine shops and oxygen transfer, Naval Headquarters
and several camp areas., The unit was in ﬁpei';ﬁ:ion 24 hours a day and
wes maintained at all times by an eleven-man crew,

On landing, it was found that the Japs had laid out about 1/3
of the necessary pewer lines, Seabee -line crews were soon at work
finishing the job. 1In jest at using a 3a§ truck - along with pearly
all-Jap electrical equipment—one crew paifited a sign on %ir truck
which read, "Tojo Power amd Light Co.,Inc," Standby umits for the main
power piant included 4 American Caterpillar generators and ancther 100 -
KW Jep power plant, ,

The Japs were exceedingly genefous in furnishing electrical
equipment, They left two é-cylinder Jap diesels and generators; several
l-cylinder, 15-HP Jap diesel and gaseline enginesjand two 6-KW, 4 -
cylinder gasoline-engine power plan‘bs. .These small units were put to iy
work generating power for portable pumps, sswmills, radio equipment,and
similar activities, Large stocMs of both hlghpand low-voltage cable
were left oy the Japs. High-voltaée cables were usually installed

aibout 18 inches below the ground surface, Low.voltage cable ranged from

A
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single-conductor to 50-pair teiephone cable, |

Special jobs handled by the electriclans included repair of =
3300-volt oil switch for the airfield lights; the construcion of a
voltage regulator for the 90-mm AA rnnge‘finder‘; making a motor-generator
set for charging radio ahd equipment batteries )-and even helping to set
up a shower outside the power house. The shower utilized warm water from
the diesel cooling system. At times it served as many as 700 to 1070 men
a day.

The 6th C.B. operated ‘bre principal power facilities for the island
during thiair staa;’.and when they left, the job was turned over to .the 26th

C. B.

G TUNNELS

During the month of September when air aﬁd sea defenses turned
back one attempt after another by the Japanese to retake the islandy
bombings and shellings threatened vital radio and rader‘equiﬁeﬁ’nt , all
of which was surface housede It was determined necessary to get the
equipment beneath the surface of the ground as soon as possible.

The project was turned over te the Sixth Batt;lion;and a crew
of men under Chief Carpenter's Mate W. H. Joslyn and Chief Machinist's
Mate 1. J. Rose began tunmeling operations into the side of Pagoda Hill,
Just a few hundred feet from Henderson Pield. Because of the urgency of the
completion of this tunnel, three eight-hour shifts were put to work,
Japanese l/A-yard cars which ran on Jap rails were used to remove the diri.from
the tunnel. Digging was dene with air spades, air @rills,and hand shovels,
The tunmel was shored en three-feoot centers. and had twe entrances leading
to three roems. Number One entrance was 107 feet long and 5 by 7 fsetf in
section, BNumber Two entrance was approwximately 68 feet long. One -oom

used for aviation operations measured 12 by 20 by 8 feet; and anothsr
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room, used as a switchboard room, was 5 by 4 by 7 feet, The third roem,
a radio commnications room, was 12 by 12 by 8 feet, All inter-plane
communications to Navy and Marine planes were conducted from this tnnnél.

The digging of this tunnel, which was later na::ted Joslyn Tunnel,
was eme project not interupted by Pistel -Qetg 3 dthoﬁéh he shelled the
vieinity several times, werk went on as usual .Ilowéver, work was delayed
for a short time by a minor earthquake which vcaﬁsed a small cave-in,
and exoavationv was stopped until the shéariig crew could catch vp and prevent
further cave-ins., 0On October 1lith all equipment was moved from the Pagoda
building on top of the hill into the tunnel. It was none too soon, for that
same night Jap shells hit the Pagoda.

Joslyn Tunnel was the first of four tunnels excavated by the 6th
C. B. Some of the features common to all the ﬁmnels are worth noting at
this time. In general, a tunnel consisted 6f ﬁv‘d or more rooms with two
exit drifts 60° to 180° apart., Two driﬁa iere nsed to provide emergency
exit in the event that one shaft was closed by a hi'b and also to provide
a relief from the concussion pressupes créated by shells bursting near the
tunnel entrances, It was found that before the two tuhr;els were joined, an
explosion near a tunnel out.le.f would gsomatimes deafen a man in the tannel
for several days. Ventilstion was accmpli;hed through wertical éhafts,
usually one to each tunnel and room,

In locations where soft earth fom‘bisng were encountered, solid
shoring was used along the wall and solid 1oggmg for ceilings. This was
particularly necessary in the tunnel rcos. Nearby hits would cause the..
walls and cellings tc shake and jump violently., If the walls had not been
framed solid, cave-ins would have resulted.

During the construction of the tunnels, it was necessary to use

th: utmost care I protzcting the air compressor, which for a time was the



only onc on the island. At the first airAraid wﬁrhing, the eompressor
was concealed in palm groves, sometimes a qparter of a mile awvay., 'The
wisdom of this practise was born out when in construction of the third.
tunnel, an air raid occurred without the customary warqlng and the compresser
was hit and damaged beyond repair, Portunately, by that time the Marines
had a spare machine available, _ !A

The second tunnel, used b y the Raval-ﬁﬁdio Station, was 168 feet
long and led into two 8-by 30-by 8-foot rooﬁQLVanﬂvoné'S-by 6-by 7-foot
room, Wumber Three tumnel was dug for a division command post. The first
shaft,159 feet long, led into a large operations réom msurlng 12 by 20 hy
8 feet. The original plan called for 189 feet; however, poor earth formation
was encountered, and thirty feet were abandoned. On the second shaft, it was
necessary to drill through solid coral,ql@ery fobtypf ihe 205 feet was blasted.
After each blast, it was necessary to wall until.the shaft cleared of powder
fumes., The ecover on the rooms on Number'ihn tunnel Ias 40 feet, on Numbers
Threc and Four 25 feet, Number Four tunnel was built for Waval Intelligence,
It had two shafts, 140 and 125 feet in length,leading to twe 8-by 30-ty & -
foot rooms, all blasted cut of selid coral, Both rooms were seolid logged
and shored. Number Three and Pour tunnels were started by the éth C. B. and
turned over to the 26th C. B. for completion. f’

' CHAPTZR FIVE
ESRIRITT SANTO ISLAND

During the period between August 17 and October 12, a detach=-
ment of the oth C.3. was meintained at Espiritu Santo Island, pending tne%?
trensfer to Guadalcanal., After the departure of Lieutenant Commander Zluncon,
thig group was in charge of Lt, !, H., Jordan, This unit, in company with the

th 3. 3. 2cceomplished the initial basic construction for the island.
Jne of the mest inportant operations of the unit was the micad-

S

inm of shinps, Tinell operaters 2nd unloading details were furnished o ork T
Lot
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both apoard the ships and ashore, Cargoes from the ships! holds was rlaced
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of the cargo was made up of heavy goods such as airport matting, megazine steel,

D)

quonset hut steel, heavy gun mountings, thousands of drums of high test gasoline
end fuvel oil, depth charges, heavy calibre ammunition, food supplies and count-
less other items, many of whickh were later sent to the Solomons,

A necessary first construction project was the establishment of
a drinking water supply. Two evaporating units were set up on a hill overlooking
Sesond Canal, These units, each of 3,000 gal. capacity, were located in camo=
flaged positions, Punps were used to force the salt water from the cansl through
the units and thence to a 5,000 gallon, wood stave, storage tank from which
water tanks on trucks were filled by gravity. 4An allotment of one gallon of
weter per man was made for 211 larine, Army and Navy personnel.

Later, a small group of men made a reconnaissance through the
Jungle seeking a source of fresh water. After three t;ips, a sulteble spring
was found but the 6th ieft before a project was developed.,

Over a hundred wood bases for tents were bulit by the 6th Batt.
on 3anto. A complete transpertation system was esbablished with repair
garaze and battery shop, The transportation department was later turned over fk
tc the Seventh Battalion, In the travels of the é6th Batt men on Santo, they
caile upon a Trench bard saw which wes irmediately repaired and put ianto service,
an engine from an old Dodge truck furnished fhe power to operate the saw.
Flan¥s were cut at the samraill and used as mud‘silla for ammunition storage

1agazines, These magazines, built of No. & guage corrugated steel sheeting

and vesenbliing Juonset hut in forp, were constructed deep in the junzle,
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In the large hosn»ital area the 6th Batt. erected over 20 juonset
nvts, Several of these huts requiréd special construction to fit them for
opereting and X-ray rooms. One hut was especiaglly built fom s hospital
laundry, another for s hospital galley. Others were used as wards for the
wounded pending evacuation, These huts were camoflaged with green wire netting
to conceal them from aerial observation, Five.AD by 100 foot steel warehouses
were constructed; one for medical supplies and equipment, ome for general stores,
such as food and clothing; one to house two 6,800 cubic foot refrigerators at
Cub One, and two which were turned over to the Army to be used for coumissary
stores, ;

Besides all the wooden tent frames, carpenters also built medical
supply cabinets, taebles, chairs, shelves and countless other pieces of furni-
ture for the hospitals and galleys, Constfuction of a lexrge galley for Cub
Une was also under way, The carpenters built‘their own eqﬁipment, such as work
benches, tool boxes, and circular saw benches, and a long list of miscellaneous
items,

Electricians and communicationa men strung télephone lines and
made power installations throughout the island, traversing swamp and jungle,

An unpleasant job which occasioned much griping, was the policing of the gpaunds
and the dizging of foxholes for the Cub One unit. One of the last jobs done by {
the 6th on Santo, was the assembling of th;ee 50 ton barges for use in the un-
loading of cargo ships. A nunber of docks and pilers were also constructed, two
of which, Painter?s Dock and larcus Pier, were named in homor of the men in
cherge of their construction,

On Santo, evening blackouts were not required. On Svnday nights,
the men of the various island units would gather around a well illuninated
stage to enjoy 2 Zappy Hour staged by Chaplains Gehring and Brown. msic and

anterteimment ineluded the oth Batt, Band, boxing, dancing and comedy =cis,

A5
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The Sixth Batt, suffered its first fatality on Santo on Sentember
28 when Paul Brucker, Ptr3c, was. struck by a bullet from an accidentally dis-
charged rifle. It was a particularly tragic accident, not only because
Brucker was will known and liked, but also for Harry Brucker, F2c, Paul's
brother who was also in the Sixth Battalion,

Lt, Jordan, on October 5, depmrted for Guadalcanal with all
except 50 men. This group was, through some mistake, set ashore at Tulagi,
and was ferried across to Guadalcanal in small increments. On October 12, Lt.
(jg) Smith and the remaining men departed aboard the U;S.S.Alchiba, a Navy
cargo ship, Another AK, two destroyers, a tug and a P.T. boat tender made
un an accompanying convoy. Qn the evening of the 13th, the tug picked up
the barge from the other "AK" and, escorted by one of the destroyers, the
U.S.S. Meredith, proceeded towards Guadalcanal. The remainder of the convoy
turned about and headed back for Santo, because of the héawy enemy actlon
occuring at Guadalcanal at that time, About 1000 on October 14, a single
enemny plane was sighted and fired upon. The barge attached to the Alchiba
was then set adrift and the convoy proceeded at full speed for Santos, At
1700, of the same day, nine Jap planes dive-bombed the convoy, without
scoring any damaging hits. On October!5, the convoy was attacked by sub-
marines and again escaped damage., Subs were claimed to have been sunk by
the destroyers and the "PT" boat tender., October 16 found the ships back
at Santos. The men were kent sboard ship and sailed again on October 25,
Because of enemy acéion near Guadalcanal, the convoy followed a round about
route, finally arriving at Guadalcansl on November 2. Thus was crmpleted

-

a trip of 21 days aboard a ship for a voyage normally requiring 36 hours.
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iiiscellaneous Solomon Island Projects

CHAPTER SIX

Although the major comstruction effort by the Sixth Battalion
vas centered at Guadelcanal, numerous pfojecfs were ﬁndertakan on other
islands of the Solomon Islands group. At one time detachments were doing
survey and construction work on seven different islaﬁﬁs,'including Santo,
Guadelcanal, Tulagi, Florida, Tanambogo, Hacambo and Gavutu.

dbout a month after the first arrival of the battalion on
Guadalcansl, a detachment of 59 men unde: Lt. B. Marcuge was sent to Tulagi
to construet a patrol torpedo boat base, Later the sfféhgth of the group
was increased to 133 men and officers, in order to accomplish additional
construction projects, N

Upon landing, a caup was set up and a gaii;yflarge enough to
serve 500 nen was put into operation, All Naval personnel and large numbers
of transients, ship-wrecked, refugees, were fed from this gallqy. A five
ton stiff leg derrick, built by the 6th from Jap structural steel shapes and
vowered by a salvaged Jap version of a Ghevrolet Motor, was installed on
Governnment vharf, A carpenter shop and saw mill were set up to twrn out
galley and camp furniture. Electricians set up a genergx§r and linesmen
strung power lines over the island, Telsphone lines were instslled and main-
tained on Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo, the Hajavo seaplane base and to several
disabled ships in the harbor, including at verious times, the crulsers
Pensacola, New Orleans, and ..inneapolis, the P.T. tender Jamestown, and the

-

destroyer .icFarland.

i seaplane base was built at Halavo, on Floride Island, by a small

zroun under Carventer Gray deteiled for this task. These men and a handful

o
T
i

Jariaes mere the only trooovs on Florida Islend at the time, On several
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occasions when warnings were given that enemy broops might land during the night,
Seabees and .slarines shared the watches, half ;tanding watch while the other half
slept.

Zeeping the PI boats operating in the adjascent coral reefed waters
required<con£inual maintenance, of which a good share was handled by the Sixth
Battelion men, The piers for the PT boats were repaired, and two floating
wharves were bullt to accomedate additional boats. Chief Carpenter's Mate
Ingram and Bis crew were officially commended for the construction from
pontoons of two badly needed P.T. ant dry docks.

A complete topographic survey of Tulagl, Gavutu and Tanambogo
was & accomplished by the survey crew under the supervision of Chief Carpenter's
yate i, P. Boswell,

One of the most laborious projects was the construction of a
radio transformer and receiving station back in the hills on Tulagi, It was
necessaiy to haul gravel and cement for concrete dgcks from Guadalecanal by
barge. These materials were carried by hand in buckets and bags up a steep
hillside to the site, where the concrete was hand mixed and poured., The walls
and roof's of the bulldings were of corrugated iron salvaged from sheds previously
demolished by shelifire in the original occupation of the island. s

Two 50-ton barges were assembled at Tulagi, The most difficult
feature of this job was the finding and collecting of the barge seciions,

~adjacent
which had been scattered on most of the/islands prior to the arrival of the
- 3ixth, in emergency outlet channel was dredged and blasted for Tulagi Harbor

-

in order Lo gnard against the bottling up of the P. T, Boats by eneny warships.

A8
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In Nevenber it was decided to lay out & more adequate camp,
Surveys were made, ditching and drainage started, and barracks were con-
tracted for with native labor, A small dam forming a reservoir of 3,000 gallon
capacity was constructed to furnish facilities for washing and bathing near
the campsite, A rock crusher was assembled and placed in operation to
provide crushed gravel for such jobs as the concrete pier on Government
Wharf for installation of a 60 foot boom derrick, and for roads which were
built by-Yarine engineer unit,

Although the men on Tulagl were neither shelled nor bombed, it
cannot be said that they failed to see aéticn. From the top of the hill
overlooking Savo Island and Guadalcanal, they viewed the great sea battles
of October 11 and November 12 and 14, They witnessed the sinking of the
eruiser Atlanta, and In their camp shared their extra clothes and gear with
the surviviors of the Northampton,

Delays in progress due to lack of equipment and loss of man
hours due to illness were even greater than at Guadaleanal. A progress
report shows that between October 8 and December 19, 1,303 man-days were
lost due to nalaria and the general rundown condition of the men,

Cne of the highlights of life on the islands was the bi-weekly .
trading with the natives of Florida and Gavutu Islands. These natives would ‘
venture over to Tulagi with cargoes of coconuts, pineapples, bananas,papayas,
and muts, In purchasing coods the barter system was preferred by them,
although they would take American silver. A nickel would buy more than a
dime, but the most preferred items were pifes and tobacco. The Seabees
were set wise in the ways of trading by Chief Warrant Officer . I, Harper,
Cafelieicsy Who Tormerly owmed an island plantation near Tulagi and who now
acted as a pilot for Y.5..aval craft.

ew Tear's eve found the Sixth Battalion Detachment on a ship
headed “ack for Suadaleanal. ‘ 49



CHAPTER SEVEﬁ <:

UTSCELLANEOUS ITEHMS * GUAﬁALCANAL

Cn November 12, a month after the Japs made their first
unsuccessiul attempt to retake Guadalcanal, a Japanese task force again
approached the area patrolled by the U. S. Naval force;. The two forces
engaged in battle just off Savo Island. It was in this engageﬁent that
Admirals Callaghan and Scott were killed and we lost the cruisers Juneau
and Atlanta. U. S. forces repulsed the Japs and Inflicted such severe
damage to a Jap battleship that it was latter scuttled.

At 1:30 a.m., Hovember 14, a reformed Jap task force shelled
Henderson Field for 45 minutes, before being repulsed by U. S. forces, The
Jap task force consisted of battleships, several cruisers and destroyers
and 12 large transports. U. S, Naval surface craft, and Naval, liarine and
Army planes from Henderson Fleld and other bases hamﬁered the Jap‘forces
cohstantly throughout the 13th, 1l4th and 15th, inflicting severe damage and
heavy casualties to the Japs. Of the 12 transports, 8 were sunk outright on the
14th, The Japs finally beached the four'remaihiﬁg ships, only to have them
thoroughly blasted and set afire by U. S. planes., It suffices to say that
if this Jap task force had successfully efected a landing, the entire story
of Guadalcanal wculd have been changed.

On December 21 a terrific explosion rocked the island. 4An s
Army truck, heavily loaded with land mines, exploded near the Jap .ice plant
operated by the Sixth Batteiion., The explosion killed F. E. Huber, Eil2c
and saiously injured Z. H, Elwell, Elflle, who ﬁere £illing sandbags nearby.
Several soldiers on the truck and two riding closeby in a jeep were killed,

Christmas Eve was celebrated with a midnight Hass offered by
Chaplain Gehring., The words of the Chaplain, "Peace on earth &nd good
7ill towards men", were all but drowned out b a flight of Foriresses winging
their way north. Christmas day was celebrated with a feast of turker =nd

a1l the trirmings. : 50
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January 4 found the Sixth Battalion assembled at the cemetery,
in whites, paying a final tribute to the Seébees and Marines who lost their
lives in the taking and holding of "Airport Island". At an altar in the center
of the field, a requiem l'ass was offered by Chaplain Gehring, taps were sounded
with the battalion at hand salute, and the ceremony was closed with the.read-
ing of a letter of appreciation from Commander Compton, Commanding Off'icer of
Cub One,

The battalion marched back to camp where orders were given for
all hands to pack their gear and police the eamp area. On January 5, every man
was up at dawn, Parties were dispatched to the beach to load the very few
items of equipnent to be taked with the battalic;n. At noon the Sixth Battalion
embarked upon the U.S.3.Hunter Liggett, and in convoy, weighed anchor for

Auckland, New Zealand.

-
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CHAPTER EIGHT
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

The gtay of the Sixfh Battaliéﬁ 1n‘#£;klapd, New Zegland, was
intended as a rest, recrestion and recuperstion period. Quartered at a rest
base, the battalion was divided into port.and éférﬂ;;rd watches, with liberty
for each watch on alternate nights.

The food served at the cemp wag unﬁéralled in 811 the travels
of the Sixth. Fresh meat, butter, vegetables and cold milk were served in
abundance, Tozether with the cooler cllmate it soon resulted in a very

noticeable improvement of the physical condition of the mem,

There were duties to perform, even at a rest.base, Camp guards
were posted, shore patrols were %ispatched to the downtown area during
liberty hours and guard duty at the Navy Pier wasrtaken over by the Sixth.
liaintenance work was done on the main camp at Vietoria Park, and the Domain
vhere Company D was stationed, and at a Navy Mobile Hospital.

Bach day at rest camp was started uith a period of calisthenics
before breakfast, 4An hour of close order drill made up part of the morning's
routine, and liberty for those who '‘pated it began at 1 p.m. Shortly after
arriving in Aucklend, Ensign A. Kohn took over the direction of the battalion
dance band, and rchearsals were held daily., Before long, service men were
dancing to music of the band at the Red Crcsé recreation center and at the
recreation hall in Viectoria Park, where dances were held for the 6th Battalion
perscnnel and their guests., Bach program Wad an hour's floor show with Tom
(ilonty) lontgomery serving as laster of Ceremonies. Monty participated in pr
practically every program presented by the 6th Battalion and won the admirition
of all hands with his witty stories and pointed remarks., The band played for a

dance on 3t., Velentine's dep at the Town Hall in Auckland, where their swing
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version of late American songs mede a big hit with ﬁhe ser%icemen and their
New Zealand Guests, Before leaving Aucklanﬁ, the band's popularity landed
them at radio station 1 Z B where ‘theyput on a 45 minute program which was
broadcast tothe South Pacific area and was recor;ed for rebroadcast in the
States,

During the stay in Auckland, ever;} men in the battalion was
given a complete physical exsmination. The examinations revealed that
apporximately 200 men were unfit for duty,., These men were transferred to
ihe hospital, whers with care and treatment, many of them recovered and
#ore returned to the battalion. Others were sent back to the States for
further treatment, or to receive medical discharges. Within two months in
Acukland, in spite of an ideal climate, and the absence of the Anopheles
moscuito, approximately 150 cases of mslaria were recorded in fhe battalion's
ﬁedical records., These cases included recprrencés'aa well as many new victims.
| While in Auckland, the men weiévgiveﬁ five day leaves to ses the
country, or relaX as they saw fit, The warm hospitality, friendship and
courtesies extended by the New Zealanders during these and other liberty
hours will live forever in the hearts of the men of the 8ixth Battalion,

Life at the rest base was Jjust too good to last. On ilarch 3, just{*
alter each company had completed a 5-mile haidening hike, anncuncement was h
made that the battalion was on 24 hour sailing notice., Leaves were cancelled
and on the morning of Mapch 9, the battalion moved to the piler, where, after
a bag inspection, it embarked on the U.S.S.Pinkney, the ship whose destination
would be the next tour of duty for the bat;alion. -

Chapter Ten EPILOGUE

Due to current censorship regulations, an accounting of the
battzlion's activities between iiarch 9 and the present date, must await

another change of station, (53)
This nistory was zompiled by Tom O'Reilly S1/e, and edited by 3Insizn 7. ¥, “adaer



24 Jun 42

26 Jun 42

6 Jul 42

10 Jul 42

20 Jul 42

21 Jul 42

5 Aug 42

6 Aug 42

United States Naval Construction Battalion 6

¥.S8. Naval Construction Battalion 6 was activated at
Norfolk, Virginia. Lieutenant Commander Joseph L.
Blundon, CEC~V(S), USNR, was the Offfcer in Charge.

The battalion boarded a train the same day and departed
for the Advance Base Depot at Gulfport, Mississippi.

The battalion arrived at Gulfport, Mississippi. They
were the first battalion to occupy the camp, which was

still under construction.

The 6th Battalion boarded trains for a move to Moffett
Fleld, California.

The battalion srrived at Moffett Field. While they were

at Moffett Field they were designated as the construction

unit for Cub One, a type of overseas base unit,

The battalion departed Moffett Field by train for

San Francisco, California. They arrived i{n San Francisco

on the same day and boarded the transport ships Wharton
and President Polk.

The battalion gailed from San Prancisco in a2 convoy.
The convoy dropped anchor in the harbor of Pago Pago,
American Samoa. A 24-hour stop was made to pick up

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 7.

The convoy departed from Page Pago for Egpiritu Santo
in the New Hebrides.




11 Aug 42

17 Aug 42

29 Ang ~
12 Oct 42

1 Sep -
2 Nov 42

7 Oct =
31 Dec 42

The convoy arrived at Espiritu Santo. The officers
and men of the battalion on the Wharton were transferred
to the Presfdent Polk and the whole battalion waited

for a week in Segond Canal before going ashore.

A group of 300 men of the 6th Battalion went ashore at
Espiritu Santo and were followed by the rest of the
battalion in the next few days.

At Espiritu Santo the men of the battal {ion constructed
a pier of sand bags reinforced by coconut logs, unloaded
ships, and conastructed warehouses and Quonset huts that

were used as hospitals.

The battalion departed from Espiritu Santo in five
echelong for Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.

The battalion arrived at Guadalcanal.

At Guadalcanal the Seabees of the 6th Battalion lengthened

and maintained Henderson Field, constructed piers,
bridges, tunnels, roads, a Patrod Torpedo Boat Base, a
tank farm, and a power plant which they also operated.
Most of the work was accomplished under ghemy fire:
strafing and bombardment from Japanese aircraft and
shelling from the Japanese fleet.

While the main body of the battalion was employed at
Guadalcanal, detachments were sent to Tulagi, Gavutu,
Tanambogo, and Halavo. The work of these detachments
included the construction of a patrol torpedo base, the
installation and maintenance of telephone lines to

several islands and ships, topographic surveys of several

iglands, and comstruction of s radio transformer and

receiving station,.



5 Jan 43

12 Jan 43

9 Mar 43

12 Mar 43

5 Sep 44

18 Sap 44

22 Jan 45

23 Jan 45

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 6 was relieved by
U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 26. The entire
battalion departed for Auckland, New Zealand, aboard
the USS lunter Lizgett.

The batt lion arrived at Auckland, New Zealand.

While at Auckland the battalion performed maintenance
worlt at the main camp at Victoria Park and at a U.S.
Navy Mobile Hospital.

The battalion dpparted New Zesmland aboard the USS Pinkney
for Noumea, New Calendonia.

The battalion arrived at Noumea and once om shore the

men established temporary camp facilities. They also
worked on construction and alteratione of warshouses

and U.S5, Navy Mobile Hospitals 5 and 7. They operated

a biacksmith and welding shop, unloaded ships, established
a material dump, and provided personnel for base water,

telephone, and power systems,

The 6th Battalion departed Noumea sboard the USS General

Hugh L. Scott for Camp Parks, California.

The battalion arrived in San Francisco, California, and
was transported by buges to Camp Parks. At Comp Parks
the men were given leave and the battidlion was reformed.

The battalion depsrted for the U.S. Naval Advance Base
Dapot at Port Hueneme, California.

The battalion arrived at Port Hueneme, While at Port
Hueneme the battalion was given additional military
and construction training.



28 May - The battalion departed from Port Hueneme in three

i T
4 Jun 45 echelons for Ckinawa, Ryukyu Islands.
10 Jul - The battalion arrived at Okinawa in echelons.
14 Jul 45
1& Jul - At Ckinawa the 6th battalion built its camp and then
13 Sep 45 joined the men of 10 other battalions to construct
buildings and facilities for a large Naval Supply
Depot whith eventually covered about 10 square miles.
The principal projects assigned to the 6th Battalion
were the constructicn of two finger plers, the grading
of the adjacent docking area, construction and grading
projects, and a ccmplete Quonset hut installatien for
Naval Supply Depot personnel.
14 Aug 45 V=J Day (Okinawa time).
7 Sep 45 The emergency over, the first draft of battalion
personnel received their orders to return to the States,
12 Sep 45 U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 6 was inactivated at
Okinawva, Ryukyu Islands,
Officers {n Charge
Commander Joseph L. Blundom, CEC, USN 14 Jun 42 -~ 99 Nov 43
Lieutenant Commander Mark H. Jordan, CEC, USN 9 Nov 43 -~ 28 Nov 44
Lieutenant Commander John H, Hulse, CEC, USNR 28 Nov 44 ~ 10 Sep 45
Lieutenant Levroy D, Parhker, CEC, USNR 10 Sep 45 = 13 Sep 45
Awards
Presidential Unit Citatiom Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands

{As part of the Tirst Marine Division, Reinforced)
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STXTH U. S. NAVAL COMSTRUCTION BATTALION
U. S. NAVAL BASE
PORT HUENEME, CALIFORNIA

BISIORICAL RECORD

ENCLOSURE 1
= 50000, 2756t 1998 Revurn 40 mrspony
0 AR 9 reau of Yards and Dooks
CERTIFIED ITMMERARY OF SIXTH U, S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION
24 June 1942 Battalion Commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia.
2/, June 1942 Departed Norfolk, Virginia.
26 June 1942 Arrived ABD, Gulfport, Mississippi.
6 July 1942 Departed ABD, Gulfport, Mississippi.
10 July 1942 Arrived NAS, Moffett Fleld, California.
20 July 1942 Departed NAS, Moffett Field, California.
20 July 1942 Arrived San Francisco boarded ships.
21 July 1942 Departed San Franclisco, California.
5 August 1942 Arrived Pago Pago, American Samoa.
6 August 1942 Departed Pago Pago, American Samoa.
11 August 1942 Arrived Bspiritu Santo, New Hebrides.
29 iugust 1942  First echelon (357 men) departed Bapiritu Santo.

1 September 1942 First echelon arrived Guadalcanal.
18 September 1942 Second echelon (156 men) departed Bspiritu Santo.
26 September 1942 Second echelon arrived Guadalcanal.
29 September 1942 Third echelon (155 men) departed Espiritu Santo.

2 October 1942

5 October 1942

9 October 1942

12 October 1942
2 November 1942
11 October 1942
11 October 1942
12 October 1942
12 October 1942
17 October 1942
17 October 1942

Third echelon arrived Guadalcanal.

Fourth echelon (280 #en) departed Espiritu Santo.
Fourth echelon arrived Milagi.

Fifth echelon (50 men) departed Espiritu Santo.
Fifth echelon arrived Guadsalecanal.

107 men departed Tulagi.

107 men arrived Guadalcanal.

75 men departed Tulagi.

75 men arrived Guadalcanal.

98 men departed Tulagl.

98 men arrived Guadaleanal. I
From 7 October 4o 1 December 1942 in various small achelons a total of

133 men departed Guadalcanal arrived Tulagi. ¢

31 December 1942 133 men departed Tulagi. To Fac'’ B
31 December 1942 133 men arrived Guadalcanal. AGminise 25
5 January 1943 Entire battalion departed Guadalcanal, ey 7
12 January 1943  Entire battalion arrived Auckland, New ggﬁl%gﬂ)
9 March 1943 Departed Auckland, New Zealand. I
12 Harch 1943 Arrived Noumea, New Caledonia. Q:j
5 September 1944 Departed Noumnea, New Caledonia. . A1
18 September 1944 Arrived Camp Parks, California. ' %@;r-{-
22 January 1945 Departed Camp Parks, California. o L e
23 January 1945  Arrived Port Hueneme, California. 5::“ - ..'_,..,;.g;? -
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 BISTORICAL RECORD

31 Dec, 1942 133 men departed Talagl,  Roturn to RISTORIAN
: | Lo | Bureau of Yards and Dogks
31 Dec. 1942 132 men arrived Guadalcanal.
§ Jar. 1943  IEntire battalion d.epartod &uaﬁa.loanal
12 Jan. 1943 Entire battalion arrived .&.uckla.nd.. Eew Zealand.
9 Mar. 1943 Departed .lnckland.. Iﬁr Zealanﬁa
12 Mar, 1943  Arrived Noumea, New Otudonia.
‘5 Sept 1944  Departed Noumea, New 0@19&9}119..
18 Sept 1944 Arrived Caxp Pariks, California.
22 Jan. 1945 Wed Camp Parks, California.
25 Jan, 1945  Arrived Port Huememe, Californiae

) .t**#*##t##**‘*#t#**t**t*#‘***t“#‘#*##ttt*** *Qt**t**#**t***** LLEL L

NOTE ~ The above itinerary has been chedced arul mthenticated by
the Officer-in-&arge of the 6th Naval Gonatm&ion Battalion.

IVSeptamherlséﬁ. . S AR

28 May 1946 Pirst echelon, 19 oﬁ‘icors a,nd. '?53 man G.e'parted
Hueneme. .-

29 May 1945 Second echelon, 2 ofﬁcera and 3 men d.epa.rted. , (S
Huenemne. (.

Huenems,

&
4 June 1945 Phird echelon 4 ofﬂcore anﬂ. 363 men ae:pa.rted §
10 July 1946  Second echelon arrived Ckinam" ¢ 1o Faci'fate §
o

14 July 1945  PFirst and third echelons amn&d&?ﬂé?ﬁ;e cnanged S

~ carasqgravIoR Vel
- coavannenseraTay {,ng\%’ -
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Journey to the Wars

MARK H. JORDAN -

Commander, Civil Engineer Corps, United States Mavy

N A HOT morning in the first summer of World
War II—July 10, 1942—the Sixth Naval Con-
struction Battalion was welcomed to Moffett
Field. California, where “‘Cub One,’’ created by the
Chief of Naval Operations only a few days before, was
feverishly organizing under Comdr. James P. Comp-
ton. A completely prefabricated naval base unit, the
Cub lacked only a construction foree to carry out its
mission. as yet secret, of creating and staffing the base
which the Marines were ahout to wrest from the Japs
at Guadaleanal. The Sixth was to be that construetion
force.

Lirtle known except among other Seabees and the
First Marine Division, the ‘*Fighting Sixth™ ean just-
Iy elaim a large share in establishing the ‘‘Can Do”’
reputation which is the Seabees’ proudest boast. First
of the Naval Construction Battalions to come under
enemy fire, the Sixth was rushed straight from civil
life into the desperate Solomons campaign in the dark
dars of mid-1942. Inadequately equipped, only half
armed. given the merest gloss of training, the battal-
ion. in the restrained words of Gen-
eral Vandegrift of the Marines,
““‘approached and successfully per-
formed an unusual variety of tasks™
—an assienment which became a
commonplace among Seabees after
the Sixth had shown the way.

The tale of the Seabees at Gua-
daleanal began on August 25, 1942,
less than three weeks after the
landine of the Marines, when Lt.
Comdr. Paul Blundon, command-
ing officer of the Sixth, flew in on
a PBY from Espiritu Santo, where
the bartalion was staging. A week
later Companies A and D followed
on the attack cargo ships Befel-
geuse and Fomalhaut. These pio-
neers were under fire in just one
-dayx less than four months from the
time the first of them donned Navy
blue. and they had spent most of
that period in various forms of
transport en route to the wars.

What ensued between then and
January 3, 1943, when, battle-worn
and malaria-ridden. the Sixth de-
parted for a well-earned rest in
New Zealand. is Seabee history.
Commander Compton summied it all up when he wrote
on January 3: " From the confusion and haste of Mof-
fert Field, you arrived at this base an organized, de-
terntined unit, . ., . With no eguipment except your
own bare hands and exceptional ability, plus Japanese
serap. you have performed wonders. Through daily
bombings and nightly shellines. rain. mnd. dust. and
-sickness. you have persevered and finished vour job.”

General Vandeezrift said the same thing in different
words: “‘I do not know how we would have gotten
along without the Seabees, ™’

12

-

As yet unwritten, however, is the page of history
which tells the hectic beginnings of the battalion. The
odyssey of its journey from Great Lakes to Guadal-
canal reads like a manual of how not to organize a
wilitary unit.

TRAINING CAMPS

Bataan had gone down and Corregidor was falling
when, in the first week of May 1942, the thousand
skilled artisans who were to become the Sixth Seabees
streamed into Great Lakes Naval Training Station.
Camp Allen, the burgeoning Seabee training center at
Norfolk, Virginia, already bulged with more recruits
than it eould hold; hence, the diversion of the-Sixth
to Great Lakes, normally devoted to training for the
““seagoinig’’ Navy. Three weeks later, squeezed out of
Great Lakes to make way for even newer arrivals, the
battalion (at this stage still a group of reeruits with-
out permanent officers or formal organization) found
itself split into detachments of a hundred each and
placed in ‘‘cold storage’” for another three weeks at

F

Seabse-laden Ship Bound for Somewhere in the Pacific

National Youth Administration camps scattered be-
tween Tampa, Florida, and Benton Harbor. Michigan.

Thus it was that when Commander Blundon checked
in at Camp Allen early in June, fresh from his con-
sulting engineering practice, he found himself in com-
mand of a paper organization. Sixteen other officers,
all but two or three a scant week or less removed from
civil life, and a handful of yeomen and storekeepers
comprised his battalion. His thousand men were pres-
ent only as a roster of names and trades. forwarded

. from Great Lakes. Perhaps it was as well. 'With the
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officers undergoing a concentrated two-week schooling,
the additional burden of companv administration
would doubtless have sent a few lieutenants to the
hospital with nervous exhaustion.

Time fled on winged feet. Liberated from the NY.A
camps, the Sixth assembled on J une 15 at Camp Brad-
ford. Quonset-hut annex of Camp Allen. Tmmediately
it faced trouble with the housing shortage again. On
June 24. said the schedule. you must move to make
way for the Tenth. That left nine days for the noviee
officers to whip an organization into shape. Into these
nine days they somehow squeezed a little technieal

Seabees Going Asho with Duffle Bags and Small Arms

training on specialized advaneed base equipment. To
earry on military training. there were eight Spring-
field rifles for the thousand men.

On June 24 the Sixth—now a fullv commissioned
unit of the United States Navy—moved. Its destina-
tion was Gulfport, )Izssxss:ppl, site of a not-vet-com-
missioned Advance Base Depot. There the Seabees
were staggered to find a wilderness of half-finished
barracks. muddy roads, no sidewalks, no parade
ground. hardly enough plumbing fixtures or galley
equipment.

‘While the living conditions were primitive enough,
training facilities were completely lacking. The camp
had as yet no training staff: in fact. the entire station
force consisted of the Officer-in-Charge-of-Construe-
tion and his three officer assistants. The battalion was
unequipped and unarmed. having surrendered its
eight Springfields before leaving Norfolk. Howerver,
a cvonvenient meadow became a drill field. and under
the tutelage of Ensigns Dave Cavanaugh and Don
Augusterfer. both recent graduates of the Engineer
ROTC at Massachusetts Institute of Teehnology, the
men sweated and stumbled through hours of infantry
drill. In first aid. as well. competent instruction was
available from the battalion surgeons. Over the other
training eﬂ?orts it is best to draw a cloak of charitable
silence.

Fourth of Iulv was a bie day. Having learned by
now to march in step. after a fashion. the Sixth staged
a review. and hoisted Old Glory over the (epot for the
first time. on a mast which the Seabees themselves had
erected. Then. it being Saturday. they went to town
to celebrate the end of their first week in Gulfport.

In 'Washington there was no time for celebration.
The news from the South Pacific was bad ; on Guadal-
canal the Japs were making progress with their con-
struction. The invasion, scheduled for early 1943,
must be advaneed to August. Already at sea were the

regiments of the First Marine Division. A hasty ex-

ehange of guarded dispateches and telephone calls en-
sued between Washington and Gulfport. The Sixth,
having played a ten-day stand, took to the road again
on July 6, bound for Moffett Field.

QOvernight the Seabees found themselves, by com-
parison, veterans; having been together as a unit for
three whole weeks, and having made two troop move-
ments in that time totaling some 4,000 miles, they had
begun to evolve perforce the rudiments of an organi-
zation. By contrast, the hastily-assembling Cub, for
which the last draft of men would not arrive until the
eve of embarkation, was going through the throes
which the Sixth had suffered at Camp Bradford.

However, a mass of tangled paper work—pay ac-
counts and service records—still remained to be set in
order; even more pressing, not 4 man in the battalion
had yet acquired a ‘‘full bag’’ of clothing or a single

item of field equipment. Most urgent of all was the

question of eonstruction tools, equipment, and mate-
rial. Off went Commander Blundon to Port Hueneme,
50 miles north of Los Angeles. There he found the
newly-created Advanced Base Depot. West Coast
eounterpart of Gulfport, frantically collecting trucks,
bulldozers, generators, lumber, tools, all the myriad
items necessary to put two thousand Seabee hands to
good use at their as-yet-unrevealed destination. All,
that is, with one exception.

““ A portable sawmill 2’ said the officer in charge of
the depot, when Blundon objected to its omission.
“You'll have no use for a sawmill. We know where
you're going—there’s no usable timber there. Now,
about that sheepsfoot roller. ...”

At the commander’s insistence, a supply of fatigue
uniforms and heavy field shoes for the Sixth was has-
tily dispatched by express, but a few miles short of its
destination the ear was shunted onto a siding, and
there it stood when the battalion sailed.

At Moffett Field, meanwhile, the frenzy of prepara-
tion reached fever pitch. Field equipment—packs,
helmets, gas masks—arrived and was dealt ont. On -
the 16th a supply of arms appeared—five hundred
rifles for a thousand men! Ensign Cavanaugh and
Storekeeper Al Landes were dispatched to San Fran-
eisco with the battalion’s meager welfare fund, and
bought, begged, or stole a whole truckload of recrea-
tional equipment. ranging from fencing masks to an
upright piano. Enswn Hasha@en. the supplv officer,
located a store of elothmo at the Oakland supply
depot and, with his storekeeper force and the ener-
getic Ension Augusterfer, stayved up the entire night
before embarkahon to finish the job of issuing it--

EMBARKATION

For the Sixth. it was another ten-day stand. On
July 21, from the deeks of the transports Wharton
and President Polk. the Seabees watched the Golden
Gate fade astern as they headed south and west for
parts unknown.

They had been in uniform for periods ranging from
six weeks to two and one-half months. and “had been
together as an organization for thirty-six days. Their
mission was construction; but, as a unit, they had



Ma¥ -h-April 1930

built nothing. One of every two of them was armed.
He had had his rifle for four days, and he had never
fired one in his life.

Thus the Sixth Battalion went to war,

Three weeks later. when the Seabees and Cubs hned
the rails to stare at the green shores of Espiritu San-
to.* the South Pacific war had entered a new nhase.
Four days before. on August 7. the Marines had
stormed ashore at Tulagi and Guadaleanal. The Savo
Island naval defeat, rumors of which were already
flving through the convoy, had cost the South Pacifie
Force four cruisers and left the control of the Solo-
mons a wide-open guestion,

Those weeks had been eventful ones for the Sixth
Seabees. too. On the erowded decks of the transports.
cluttered with gun mounts. boats. and eargo, they had
striven with makeshift facilities to £ill the huge voids
in their training which the hectie weeks in the United
States had left unfilled. Under the uncertain tutelage
of the few World War I veterans and ex-National
Guardsmen among them, they had acquired a limited
familiarity with their Springfields. swapping them
around at drill; they had even fired five rounds each
over the side under careful supervision.

Ther were eventful weeks particularly for Com-
mander Blundon and Commander Compton. who

found themselves trying to plan for all sorts of even-

tualities with the most meager information. Opening
of the sealed orders, duly accomplished two days out
of San Francisco, had dispelled the rumors running
riot through the convoyr and in their stead came a host
of urgent questions for the planners to answer. What
would we find ashore? The only ‘‘intellizence’” avail-
able to us. the Hydrographie charts and the Coast
Pilot. zave almost no answers to that one; ther were
intended to serve the seagoing, not the ‘‘shoreside’’

*£¢e “Base Button at Espiritu Sante” by Comdr. Joseph H. Barker.
Jr.. in THE MILreARY EXGINEER for December 1948,
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Navy. How could we unload the ships, crammed hateh
full with a heterogeneous cargo and obviously intended
to be discharged alongside a pier well equipped with
eranes? (This was not the fault of the stevedores who
did the stowing—telling them to ‘‘combat-load’’ the
convoy would have tipped the Navy’s hand.) On the
Wharton, Lieut. Al Pratt, Ens1gn Augusterfer, and
Chief Shipfitter Raleigh Jenmn&s worked on devo'ns
for a raft to be based on metal lifeboats, for use in
barging cranes and bulldozers ashore. There were no
landing craft or pontoon barges in the convoy!

An overmght stop at Pago Pavo, to add the Seventh
Seabees to the convoy, only increased the woes of the
command. Now there were two battalions, but con-
struction equipment for only one. Not even the wis-
dom of a Solomon could acecomplish a division which
would keep both Seabee skippers happy. So the plan-
ners studied and restudied, allocated and realloeated,
while the dispatches from the high ecommand dallv
reflected the changing face of war. At one time they
were working smultaneously on three different plans:
go to Auckland and re-stow the cargo ships; go to
Noumea and reload; go direct to Guadaleansl. In the
end they did none of these.

LIFE AT ESPIRITU SANTO
A year hence Espiritu Santo— ‘Button'’—would be

‘a major South Pacifie bastion. On August 11, 1942 it

boasted its rough-hewn airstrip, the standard lush
tropical growth, the inevitable coconut plantation, an
exeellent sheltered anchorage, and a coral beach with
a tiny log-crib- and-sandbag pier— ‘Painter’s Dock”™
—autterly unsuitable for all but the smallest boats.
Roads consisted of a few plantation trails; water was
present in a brackish stream here and there, and in an
occasional spring. At this most advanced of the em-
bryonic bases supporting the Solomons eampaign,
Allied military might was represented by a couple of

Unloading and Salvage Operations after Dropping Anchor at Advance Base

.~
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companies of Army infantry, a Marine fighter squad-
ron. a dozen B-17’s, and the builders of the erude air-
field. a handful of Seabees from the First Battalion.
This was Espiritu Santo in August of 1942,
TUnloading eommenced at a whirlwind pace. The
Wharton, lightly laden, was in a hurry to be on her
way., A division of combat transports (the familiar

Beach Scene of Amphibious Landing at Guadalcanal

Presidents), just back from Guadaleanal, furnished
an ample number of beats for the task. In twenty-
eight hours all the Wharton’s cargo was ashore, jam-
ming Painter’s Dock and the adjacent beach and
overwhelming the ship’s recent passengers.

‘With the other ships it was a different story. The
burden of the departed transport had comsisted of
boxes and erates which conld be handled by the men.
From the cargo ships, Santa 4Ana and Delbrasil, there
were still to come all the heavy lifts—many of them
stowed on top of parts to the cranes which should have
preceded them ashore. As the Sixth transferred from
the Polk to the land, one or two hundred men a day,
life on Santo became a nightmare. Men labored around
the clock unloading boats on the beach. floundering
knee deep in the surf on coral which in a week cut to
tatters their salt-water-soaked dress shoes (for want of
the field boots left on the siding at Sunnyvale!). To
augment the pitiful pier facilities, two shifts under
Lieut, Ben Mareus pushed otit into the bay with a sec-
ond flimsy jetty of sandbags and logs. which became
known as ‘‘Mareus Dock.”” Slowly the precious heavy
equipment began to trickle ashore, most of it requiring
laborious assembly by hand before it could be used.

There was the erawler erane which arrived on the
beach in three parts— eab. crawlers, and hoom — of
which the first two each weighed well over 10 tons, At
first they were stumped. Then Chief Boatswain’s
Mate Arthur Coyle, a Texas oilfield rieger. found the
solution. With a couple of heavy jacks the cab was
painfully raised on a timber erib. This done. a trench
was dug by hand under the crib, of sufficient dimen-
sions to permit the crawler to be towed into it for
placing under the cab, The cab was then jacked
down onto the ‘““‘cat,”” and all that remained was the
relatively simple job of wrestling the boom into place.

Part of the nightmare was the daily erist of impos-
sible tasks which somehow had to be solved. Part of
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the nightmare was the fare during the first ten days
ashore. The menu was Spam and crackers and coffee,
over and over again, until finally, in sheer desperation,
the cooks burrowed into the side of a little knoll by
their'tent galley, and out of black magic and gasoline
drums, built a bake oven which turned out sweet rolls.
Part of the nightmare was the weird working honrs.
With no facilities either for carry-
ing food to the stevedores at the
beach or for transporting the men
back to camp, shifts and meals had
somehow to be geared together.
They were, by a schedule whose
only virtue was that it worked. The
unloading crews went on a three-
shift basis, six hours on and twelve
off. The galley served meals to all
comers four times a day, at 6 a.m.,
12 noon, 6 pm., and midnight, The
constantly changing hours of this
continuous shift system were a
source of irritation to the men; the
cooks got practieally no sleep; but
the cargo kept rolling, and that was
what counted.

The most elementary needs of ex-
istence presented fantastie prob-
lems. One was fresh water. The
only aecceptable source was miles

. N away, over ‘‘roads’’ on which a 5-
ml}e trip consumed forty-five minutes in dry weather,
Stills consumed precious fuel, and their capacity,
when divided among the island’s American popula-
tion, amounted to little more than a gallon per man
daily. The distilled supply being strietlv reserved
for drinking and cooking, the cleanliness of the troops
varied with the supply of rainwater which could be
collected from tent roofs. To scrub clothes or bathe,
one had a choice between the salt bay or a 2-mile hike
to the brackish Sarakata River.

TRANSFER TO GUADALCANAL

From this madhouse existence, transfer to Guadal-
canal came to the Sixth almost as a release. The em-
barkation of the first contingent was in thorough keep-
ing with the insane-asylum atmosphere which per-.
vaded life on Bspiritu. '

““Transfer four bundred men to Cactus. Two hun-
dred each. on Fuller and Betelgeuse. Constroetion
equipment to follow on Fomalhaut’’ read the dispatech
from ComAmphibForSoPac on August 26.

The assignment fell to Companies A and D. Prep-
aration for departure seemed a simple enough fask.
Information which floated down to the battalion
throuch some vague channel indicated that the men
should take only such personal belongings as could be
carried in their packs, leaving their heavy gear—sea-
bags and hammocks—to follow with a later echelon.
Squad tents, cots, galley equipment, and erated tools.
a few truckloads in all, completed the organizational
bageage.

The Betelgeuse made her appearance on Thursday.
the 27th, and promptly sent word that she was sailing
on Saturday at 4:45 p.n. and would take passengers
on board any time between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. All was
serene until Saturday morning, when. at the duaily 8
a.m., Cub One conference. two bombshells were ex-
ploded simultaneously on the Sixth. First, the arrival

g
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of the Fuller had been delayed, and now both com-
panies were to go in the Betelgeuse. Second {and here

was the real rub) each man was to take, not merely his

pack. but all his possessions.

With this reversal of plans, the Sixth was really in
‘trouble. The only vehicle route between the eamp of
the tattalion and the beach was a rough track through
the coconut grove. In its meanderings it led up a steep
grade which, slimy with mud from the previous
night’s heavy rain. was for the time being impassable.
Furthermore. truck transport was extremely scarce.
Even after the hot tropic sun had dried the road snf-
ficiently for cars to ascend the hill, it still wounld be
impossible to muster more than sufficient trueks to
carry the tools and camp equipment. To move the bags
and hammocks — elumsy bundles weighing, when
lashed together in traditional seagoing fashion, up-
wards of a hundred pounds or more—there was only
one answer : carry them by hand.

Slowlr, reluctantly, the Seabees started the weary
trek to the beach, under their awkward burdens. On
Marens Dock the pile of bags grew with maddening
slowness. Around noon the first truck, slithering dan-
gerously in the mud, negotiated the slippery hill to the
eamp and took on a load of tents and cookstoves.

At 2:15. just as the last load reached the beach, a
messenger came running to Marcus Dock from the sig-
nal tower, waving a flimsy dispatch:

““We are sailing at 4:45 whether or not passengers
are on board.”’

An hour later, still awaiting the return of the first
boat dispatched to the Befelgeuse, the executive of the
Sixth realized that he had badly underestimated the
length of time needed to unload a boat alongside the
eargo ship. Then help appeared from an unexpected
quarter ; the beachmaster, ‘‘refugee’” skipper from a
recentlv-lost destrorer, deserted his usual post at
Painter’s Dock and came striding down the beach to
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help get the boats loaded. Under his vigorous diree-
tion the stack of seabags melted. Only a few remained
when, at 4:30, spray blossomed at the hawsepipe of
the Betelgeuse, evidence that the anchor detail was
hosing down the chain in preparation for weighing
anchor. Lieutenants Stamp and Pratt and the few men
left serambled into the waiting boat. It was rounding
under the stern of the ship when a fresh plume of
spray broke from the hawsepipe. A moment later the

solid dark blue of the jack at the bow came fluttering

down. The ship was under way.

Under way for Guadaleanal were Companies A and
D, Sixth Seabees, or at least most of them. The last
boatload, arriving alongside at the dot of 4:45, had
been waved away from the gangway as the anchor
broke ground—and in it, with one exception, were all
the officers of both companies, who had been held on
shore to the last minute to push the loading of the
boats. A hasty census on board the ship revealed that
nearly half the battalion was temporarily, and quite
unexpectedly, under the command of Warrant Car-
penter Walton Gray.

The stragglers lost no time in making their way out
to the Fomalhaut, likewise bound for Cactus with the
meager outfit of heavy equipment allotted to the Sixth
Battalion and were welcomed aboard as seagoing
hitchhikers. :

All’s well that ends well.. Three days later, Septem-
ber 1, 1942, the Beielgeuse Seabees landed at Guadal-
canal, welcomed to the beach by a bombing raid. In
the resultant confusion muech of their camp gear dis-
appeared, including the precious field ranges. Next
morning, having spent the night huddled under pon-
chos in a tropical downpour, without pausing to set up
their own camp, the Sixth took over construction of
Henderson Field from the Marine combat engineers,
and went to work.

““Can Do’’ had arrived at Cactus.




Mobile Materials Laboratory

The soils, eoncrete, and bituminous
test sets, developed by the Corps of
Engineers during World War I1 were
a valuable aid in controlling design and
eonstruction projects. These sets, how-
ever, were nof always available. Many
instanees were reported where the sets
were either plundered in depots, re-
ceived with broken instruments, or losi
in transit. In order to minimize these
experiences, and to insure adequate de-
sign and test facilities, the develop-
ment of a mobile materials laboratory
has been initiated. This laboratory will
combine and expand the equipment
now included in these sets. The lab-
oratory is designed to support all mili-
tary construction and to make possible
the prompt evaluation of existing air-
fields and other paved surfaces. It
will contain facilities for testing ma-
terials necessary for the econstruction

of airfields designed to support single-

wheel loads of 60,000 pounds.

The laboratory equipment will be
housed in a special-purpose van-type
trailer. It will be air conditioned and
insulated to permit operations in tem-
peratures from —20 degrees to 125 de-
grees Fahrenheit. A special multi-pur-
pose press for econducting strength
tests on soils, flexural tests on con-
erete, and flow tests on asphalts is an-
other unique feature. A self-contained
“suit-case” or pack type soil recon-
naissance kit will be included as a sepa-
rate item. The kit will weigh less than
50 pounds and will contain essential
equipment to determine grain size.
moisture. and Atteberg limits of soils
for advance planning.

Activities of the 329 Engineer
Combat Group

Instead of talking about the prob-
lems of road-building, the 320 Engi-
neer Combat Group, during its field
training period last year actually went
to work with Instruments and tools at
Camp Edwards. Massachusetts, to per-
form the needed surveving, exeavating,
drainage. cutting, filling, and surfae-
ing operatiops that zo into production
of any major road projeet.

Under Col. James A. Cunningham,
Group Commander, officers and men
alike turned to with picks, shovels,
hars, hammers, axes. and hrushhooks.
They removed the jungle. seraped the
tops off the hills, filled in the holes and
soft spois. and installed culverts and
drainage ditches. Out of some 300
enamel. 16-inch powder magaine ean-
isters no longer useful, thes produced

servicesble metal culvert drains in lieu
of purchasing steel or conerete piping
by cutting out the bottoms of the cams
and chamfering the edges to fit-one
into another for continuous pipe.
The 4 miles of broad gravel highway
thus produced will appear on maps of
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Camp Edwards henceforth as Maston

Road. Originally it was a narrow trail
built by men of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps more than a decade ago. It
could be negotiated with difficulty only
by jeep. There were deep ruts and
holes, sharp 90-degree tarns and steep
grades. Now it is a road over which
heavy army vehicles can travel. If has
opened some 20,000 acres of new ter-
ritory for army maneuverability in
case of fire. In faet, it was completed
in time to be of serviee to fire-fighters
battling the blaze that broke out at the
camp this year.

The factor most responsible for pro-
viding such a productive program was
the availability of heavy road-building
machivery not usually turned over to
Reserve units for training. There were
three giant bulldozers, three large
motor patrols, half a dozen dump
trucks, two mobile air compressors,
and a Quickway crane with a 14-yard
clam-shell bucket. The equipment was
in “mothballs” and ready for overseas
shipment when the 329th took it, broke
the seals and put it to use for a brief
period.

Operations Order Number 1 issued
by Colonel Cunningham throngh Maj.
John Morabito, Group Operations and
Training Officer, ouflined areas of re-
sponsibility for the two Fngineer Com-
bat Battalions involved—the 481st and
183d. Assistine the 329th Grouwp in
drawing up plans for summer training
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Shaping the Road Preliminary fo Application of Base Course

" was Gai)t. George P. Carr, Winthrop,

Engineer Reserve Unit Instruetor.
Altogether, 17,000 cubic yards of
gravel were moved, three 30-foot cul-
verts were installed, two existing eul-
verts were strengthened and cleared,
and railings were installed at all eul-

verts. The roud was widened to an
average of 24 feef with all sharp turns
widened and banked and the curvatures
were reduced by as much as 50 per
cent. Grades were eut down an average
of 25 per cent and the drainage im-

roved by installing new culverts and
eads thereto.

The purpose of the road project was
two-fold: to afford practical training
in the use and handling of standard
engineer heavy equipment, and to build
a facility of some value to Camp Hfi-
wards. The different phases of the job
were carried out by arranging the per-
sonnel, regardless of rank, in groups
that rotated from ome ocempation to
another. Thus many men had an op-
portunity to take part in surveying,
brush clearance, eguipment operation
and maintenance, earth moving, sur-
face grading, gravel pit operation, sur-
face stone removal, eulvert construe-
tion, supply, and transportatign.

The value of the work aecomplished,
based on the same job being done by a
civilian contractor was estimated to be
asbout $44,000. With normal mainte-
nanee the road should be good for
Many years.

Seabee Marine Training

Seahee Reserves once again are un-
dergoing active training duty at Ma-
rine Corps Training Camps. Four
hundred eighty men are scheduled to
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26 Jun L2

6 Jul k2

10 Jul L2

20 Jul L2

21 Jul L2

5 Aug L2

6 Aug 42

U. 5. Naval Construction Bettalion 6

U, 8, Navsl Oonstruction Battalion 6 was commissioned
at Norfolk, Virgimia. ILieutensnt Commander Joseph L.
Blundon, C#C-V(8), UBNR, was the Officer in Charge.

The battalion boarded a train the same day and departed
for the Advance Base Depot at Culfport, Mississippi.

The battalion arrived st Gulfport, ¥ississippi. They
were the first bettalion to occupy the camp,

The 6th Battalion boarded trains for a move to
Moffeit Field, Oalifornia.

The battalion arrived at Moffett Fleld. While they
were at Moffett Field they ware designated ss the
construction unit for Cub One, a type of overseas
base umit.

The battalion departed Moffett Field by train for
8an Franciseco, California., They arrived in San
Prancisco the same day and boarded the transport

shipe Mharton and Polk.

The battalion departed San Francisco in & convoy.

The convoy dropped anchor in the harbor of Pago Pago,
American Samoa, A Zhehour stop was made to pick up
U.8, Naval Construction Battalion 7.

The convoy departed Pago Pago for Espiritu Santo,
New Hebrides,



11 Aug L2

17 Aug L2

29 Aug = 12 Oct L2

1 Bep = 2 Nov 42

7 Oct -« 31 Dec 42

The convoy arrived at Espiritu Santo. The officers

and men of the battalion on the Wharton were tranaferred
to the President Polk and the whole battalion walted for
a week in Segond Canal before going ashore,

A group of 300 men of the 6th Battalion went ashore at
Espiritu Santo and were followed by the rest of the
battalion in the next few days,

At Bepiritu Sento the men of the bsttalion constructed
a pler of sand bags reinforced by coconut logs, unloedsd
ships, and constructed warshouses and Quonset huts that
were used as hospitals,

The bettalion departed Espiritu Ssnto in five echelons
for Gualscanal, Bolomon Islands.

The battalion arrived at Gualacanal,

At Cusdacanal the Seabees of the 6th Battalion lengthen
and mainteined Henderson Field, constructed piers,
bridges, tunnels, roads, a Patrol Torpedo Boat Base,

a tank farm, and a power plant which they also operated.

While the mein body of the battalion was employed at
Ouadacanal, detachments were sent to Tulagi, Gavutu,
Tananbogo, and Halave. The work of these detachments
included the construction of a patrol torpedo base,

the installation and maintenance of telephone lines to
several islends and ships, topographic surveys of
several islands, and conatruction of s radio tranaformer
and receiving station,
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5 Jan 43

12 Jan 43

9 Mar L3

12 Mar 43

9 Nov L3

5 Sep Lk

18 Sep Lk -

28 Nov Lk

U.8. Naval Construction Battalion 6 was relieved by
U.8. Naval Construction Battalion 26, The entire
battalion departed for Auckland, New Zealand, aboard

the USS Hunter Liggett.

The battalion arrived at Auckland, New Zealand,

While st Auckland the battalion performed maintenance
work at the main ommp st Viotoria Park and at a U.S8,
Navy Mobile Hompltal.

The battalion departed New Zealand aboard the USS Pinkney
for Noumea, New Caledonia,

The battslion arrived at Noumes and once on shore the

men established temporary camp facilities. They also
worked on construction and alterstions of warshouses

and U.8, Kavy Mobile Hospitals S aud 7. They operated

a blackewith and welding shop, unloaded ships, established
a material dump, and provided personnel for base water,
telephone, and povwer systems,

Ideutenant Commander Merk H. Jordan relieved Commsnder
Josaph L. Blundon as Officer in Chargs of the battalion.

The 6th Battalion departed Noumea sboard the USS (eneral ¢
Hugh L. Scott for Camp Parks, California.

The battalion arrived in San Francisco, Californias, and
was transported by buses to Camp Parks, At Camp Parks
the men were given leave and the battalion was reformed,

Iisutenant Commander John H. Hulse relieved Lieutenant
Commander Mark H. Jordan as Officer in Charge of the
battalion.
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22 Jan LS The battalion departed for the U.S. Naval Advance Base
at Port Husneme, California.

23 Jan LS The battalion arrived at Port Husnems, While at Port
Hueneme the Dattalion was given additionsl military
and gconstruction training.

26 May - L Jun US The battalion departed Port Husnewe in three echelons
for Okinawa, Ryulyu Yslands,

10 Jul - 14 Jul 45 The battalion arrived at Okinawa.

At Okinswa the Sth Battalion built their casp and then
joined the men of 10 other battslions to construct
buildings and facilitdes for a large Naval Supply
Depot which eventually covered about 10 square miles,.
The principal projects assigned to the 6th Battalion
wers the construction of two finger plers, the grading
of the adjacent dooking area; construction and grading
projects, and a complete Quonset hut installation for
Raval Supply Depot perscnnel.

Us Aug LS V~J Day (Okinawa time).

7 Sep S The emergency over, the first draft of battalion personnel
received their orders to return to the States. r

13 Sep h5 V.8, Naval Construction Battalion 6 was inactivated at

Okinawa, Ryukya Islands,


http:doetd.Dc

24 Jun 1942

26 Jun 1942
06 Jul 1942
10 Jul 1942
20 Jul 1942
21 Jul 1942
05 Aug 1942
06 Aug 1942

11 Aug 1942

17 Aug 1942

29 Aug-12 Oct 1942

01 Sep-02 Nov 1942

6™ Naval Construction Battalion

Chronology

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 6 was activated at Norfolk,
Virginia. Lieutenant Commander Joseph L. Blundon, CEC-V (8),
USNR, was the Officer in Charge. NCB 6 departed the same day
for the Advance Base Depot at Gulfport, Mississippi.

NCB 6 arrived at Gulfport, MS. They were the first battalion to
occupy the camp, which was still under construction.

NCB 6 boarded trains for a move to Moffett Field, CA.

NCB 6 arrived at MofTett Field. While they were at Moffett Field
they were designated as the construction unit for Cub One, a type
of overseas base unit.

NCB 6 departed Moffett Field by train for San Francisco on the
same day boarded the transport ships Wharton and President Polk.
The battalion sailed from San Francisco in a convoy.

The convoy dropped anchor in the harbor of Pago Pago,
American Samoa. A 24-hour stop was made to pick up U.S.
Naval Construction Battalion 7.

They convoy departed from Pago Pago for Espiritu Santo in the
New Herbides.

The convoy arrived at Espiritu Santo. The officers and men of
the battalion on the Wharton were transferred to the President
Polk and the whole battalion waited for a week in Segond Canal
before going ashore.

A group of 300 men of the 6™ Battalion went ashore at Espiritu
Santo and were followed by the rest of the battalion in the next
few days. At Espiritu Santo the men constructed a pier of sand
bags reinforced by coconut logs, unloaded ships, and constructed
warehouses and Quonset huts that were used as hospitals.

During these 3 months the battalion departed from Espiritu Santo
in five echelons for the Gaudalcanal, Solomon Islands.

The battalion arrived and regrouped at Guadalcanal. At
Guadalcanal the Seabees of NCB 6 lengthened and maintained
Henderson Field, constructed piers, bridges, tunnels, roads, a
Patrol Torpedo Boat Base, a tank farm, and a power plant, which
they also operated. Most of the work was accomplished under
enemy fire: strafing and bombardment from Japanese aircraft and
shelling from the Japanese fleet.



07 Oct-31 Dec 1942

05 Jan 1943

12 Jan 1943

09 Mar 1943

12 Mar 1943

05 Sep 1944

18 Sep 1944

22 Jan 1945

23 Jan 1945

28 May-04 Jun 1945

10 Jul-14 Jul 1945
14 Jul-13 Sep 1945

14 Aug 1945
07 Sep 1945

13 Sep 1945

While the main body of the battalion was employed at
Guadalcanal, detachments were sent to Tulagi, Gavutu,
Tanambogo, and Halavo. The work of these detachments
included the construction of a patrol torpedo base, the installation
and maintenance of telephone lines to several islands and ships,
topographic surveys of several islands, and construction of a radio
transformer and receiving station.

NCB 6 was relieved by NCB 26. The entire battalion departed
for Auckland, New Zealand, aboard the U.S.S. Hunter Liggett.
NCB 6 arrived at Auckland, New Zealand. While at Auckland
the battalion preformed maintenance works at the main camp at
Victoria Park and at a U.S. Navy Mobile Hospital.

The battalion departed New Zealand aboard the USS Pinkney for
Noumea, New Calendonia.

The battalion arrived at Noumea and once on shore the men
established temporary camp facilities. They also worked on
construction and alterations of warehouses and U.S. Navy Mobile
Hospitals 5 and 7. They operated a blacksmith and welding shop,
unloaded ships, established a material dump, and provided
personnel for base water, telephone, and power systems.

NCB 6 departed Noumea aboard the USS General Hugh L. Scott
for Camp Parks, California.

NCB 6 arrived in San Francisco, CA and was transported by
buses to Camp Parks. At Camp Parks the men were given leave
and the battalion was reformed.

The battalion departed for the U.S. Naval Advance Base Depot at
Port Hueneme, CA.

The battalion arrived at Port Hueneme, While at Port Hueneme
the battalion was given additional military training and
construction training.

The battalion departed from Port Hueneme in three echelons for
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.

NCB 6 arrived at Okinawa in echelons.

At Okinawa NCB 6 built its camp and then joined the men of 10
other battalions to construct buildings and facilities for a large
Naval Supply Depot which eventually covered about 10 square
miles. The principal projects assigned to NCB 6 were the
construction of two finger piers, the grading of the adjacent
docking area, construction and grading projects, and a complete
Quonset hut installation for Naval Supply Depot personnel.

V-J Day (Okinawa time).

The emergency over, the first draft of battalion personnel received
their orders to return to the States.

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 6 was inactivated at Okinawa,

Ryukyu Islands.



Officers in Charge

Commander Joseph L. Blundon, CEC, USN
Lieutenant Commander Mark H. Jordan, CEC, USN
Lieutenant Commander John H. Hulse, CEC, USNR

Lieutenant Leroy D. Parker, CEC, USNR

14 Jun 1942 — 09 Nov 1943
09 Nov 1943 - 28 Nov 1944
28 Nov 1944 — 10 Sep 1945

10 Sep 1945 - 13 Sep 1945
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