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l '?-1<l-42 ­

12-20-42 ­
1- 2-43 ­
1-25-43 ­
1- 2-43 ­
1- 7-43 ­
I-n-4~ ­
2- 4-43 ­
~ 5-43 ­
5-11-43 ­

6- 1-43 ­

d- 4-43 ­

9- 1-4:Z ­
~-GO-44 ­
4-11-44 ­
5-:YJ-44 ­

6-16_4<.1. _ 
7_?M_44 _ 

3- 9- 44 ­
8-21-44 ­

fl-25-44 

8-::'1--1-4 ­

9- 15- 44 

NCTn 
ABD 

Ready D te ­
Left ABD 
Location 

CA.1!1p ,Fe ary 
lpt ~chAlon 7 J anl43 - Hup.n~~ 

2nd i cl:elon 31 J en 143 - Hueneme 

4 ?ebI4~ 
c..ctUq Gl'l.adalea!1al 

LOG 

NCTO 
ABD Hueneme 
Ready Date- 15 Feb 145 
Le.ft ABD 6 l~ '45 
Location ~ Nouoe 

Orig. of Special ~tts propo cd at lOOQ men' ~(""" 180 l!.en plus 4 St;p pdor r . ~ "l i d 

of 5 pletoong (instead of 6 fl.!'! tn IjB' q). 208 mel" . (Comdr. Bollf's) 
1 t S"oAci<>l to F;O out in 2 erhelonq, ~"r~t on 2 JpTl - C pproY. :=;r'h ;::.p.n. V, r'! !" l fje" C' , 

1_t -ehelon ent~inp.d for Hueneme, l~ of:. pnd f06 en. 
emd chAlon entr"ined or Huen"'rne. 11 off . pnd Fi06 men. 
18 off. pnd 500 men ~bo rd - Anroute Hueneme . 
Arrived Port Euen_ e.{ t h~ ~) 
S OOM h£ If rr' vael Hueneme. 

('.Tired and de'OOrted Bevy- 0 d. 
So nd ~~lf 1st C.B. ('~) emb ~Ad from HuenpfflO ~or Bevy-Fold. 
let (51') is locc>ted ~t n.uedRlcanp..l. (ComNP·T:BPsPs.)oP~e r-.r"'£! to Com5'J f~' (' ~ "'~. l +!'. 
d td 6-11-43) 
1 y'43 report 0"" 1st (Sp) - Men aboprd 3 shipq during neroy pctivi..+.y a r IA . .,. qe ~ " .. ~ ~ 

in rA~ellln~ tt~c~. 

1 Jul l 43 report of 1 t (Sp) _ '.? men end ~ off . froD 4th (Sp) on npt~~~l: ed~ll ,r 
with 1st (~p). 1 t. (Sp) reports e r rpid 16 JUD'4~. 

1st 0.13. (.:m(> 

1 Au~'43 report of l~t (Sp) - opereting 
1 F~h'44 r(>Q~rt of 1st (Sp) - 0nerptin~ 
1 Mar '44 renort ~f l~ (Sp) - onp.ratine 

1al ) 

at Quart canal. 
t G pda1c~npl. 
t , dplc nal. 

1 Apr'44 r e, ort of h·.t (Sp) - 140 lIlE!n Ni11 bA pssipned to l'r~nE up ,::, [)'":- F ,'r," 


from CD 2171 upon l~t (S~) arr~vaJ at next duty stat ion. 

1st CB (3p) p rri ved 8- t tune:. Po in t. G-ua.Aalc:..nal 2? t4e:'" 44. (\/RK) 

1 Jun l 44. r'3port of l'3t (SPJ - T:l. R bptt on lae,Vi1lP, tT~", ZeFlt'nd r ....;:0 rte:: ''''' ;:"1' t'J 

~uadEllcAllal i n'3te?d of going to ne"r d11.ty. 

1 Jul'44 report of lst (Sp) - opf'ratiIlP' at Guacia1.ca,rull. 

1st (Sp) to be Iletach(>Q fr om duty 15 Sepl44 ton return to V.S. ..,h"n t.ra,n? P') rt r t,l J 

is a.vaib.b1e . 100 men rec'd ~bq"'qUfmt to 15 SeptA.3 to 'Je as "! 1gnf';l t r. S"h ' S" 

(Com~f'rontopac Snc. Diq!'. 180940 NCR Q18~ 18 .A.llg I 44 to CN"tI t;'J.a41aeanal 

1st(Sp) locp-ted a.t (luArt.lc1'l.nal - Follo'.rfn..~ lnf" from D.+I () -I" So-::.ac ~ ~..., ': ' • .;: 


A.rri. ved G'tadall~~.l ~(' r '4:' 
~ Au~kl~nd An 144 
II Guad<;lc~.n81 ,.IA',.! 4A 

1st (Sp). lOCAted at Gnt.dplo:-n.<>l, rf'J"d', to q.<lil <> U.:3. 
and 550 men. (ComserO'n!:on c S.c. Di~,. v··n,r, NCR 61:<:4 
1 .i.~'44 report nf 1 .. .. (S")) - locatpd at C;'1ajrl::anal. 
4 compa.ni~s. tl'lO of ~·'hich are stf"vadore. 

1='i ";e: '~ i';:, ,~~ r:.:fr . 
Au,c:I¥" eli':-) 
Th1~ a,~~. ~vit.· d ivi '~ 124 " ~ .. 

1st (S,) is 1oC'<'te(J pt G' arlalcaT'al. (r.rre (hlacialeanal Sf'c. 1)~:- :1 . I').p )f 2 n c - : 

tl) CO'1l~ArOnSc."')Pc n.td 13 SeY"44) 

In arrlvea Par~!;l m ove!"<\"'a. 1 (X." t 1:'\ ·./i .th ;Q ~~f'. a":".'~ '10 'T" <=::" . -: . ' :- -:- ~ . -


Oct '41 from? rK!'l 
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l ... t l":!"" ." -.• . I. ,. - •_.......... _. 

1.'- ,:-.~~ - 1 s.p'~ ....port. 0'" 1 t (S,) ." J)o.l'ibg Aug. a 1~rat.tl at Gel clalc ~ 1. 

m..'1 _ ... transf"rr!'!o. t, .... tho:> 11 H (Sp) on ,; Se1.' 4~ . 100 ",~n -.- .... t.!' .... • r", __ fA r ::. 
the 6th CSp) on a:l A'IIC'ti. 

11-27-44 - 1.t (Su) Section on~ arrlv~~ Ruan f.~ Pa?ks ~ ¥o' 1~.(~ 1 ~me .o.~·. q P 
CJlO ni90r. C"R III ate. u. Nov '44). 

lG-6-44 - 1st (Sp) wi th 23 officers and 401 men departed Parks for Hueneme 17 Nov 44. (Fa~kc 
TWX 18a155 Nov ' 44) 

2- 1-45 - 1st (Sp) scheduled for BlVE. (CNO Sec Dis~ to Cincpoa 181821 dtd 18 Jan'45) 
2- 1-45 - 1st (Sp) reaQy for shipment to r.incpoa on 15 Jan l 45. (Cominch 3ec ~isp to Cin~no~ 

211829 dtd 21 Jan ' 45) 
G- 1-45 - ONO will arrange to 11ft the 1st (5,) and 85th CB no~ reedy fo~ ~o~~c L~ 11~u o~ 

the 36th (Sp) and 86th CB w~1ch will not be reAdy until Mar'45. (ONO Spc ~isp to 
Cincpoa and ComWesSeaFron 252120 dtd 26 J@..n 145) 

2- 1-45 - Comply Comsopa.c 260032 - substituting 1st (Sp) nnd. 85th eB in accoropncp r'.lY 252120. 
(CNO Sec Disp to ComWesSeaFI'on 26.2129 dtd 26 Jan t 45) 

:>.-7-45 - The 3'th CB (Sp) will be. SlUt i nt ::> a,!llal Sfiictions fo fl.s-;irnoe.nt to Bnt..:-u ~...ncl 

!ls,iritu S.(CoI\SOttflC S'i~. ris'" to GNU & 0Lcl'o& 260032 c.tri. 26 Jen'4!:') ~:otE: T'l~ 

1st (Sp) i~ to l")fil u sed in lieu of the 3 th (Sp) - selil CWO Spc. nlop "f,?l;~() J:>:,,! I c~; . 


l~t (Su) 1st Sec. 
?-7-45 - 0.0 confirms the aSSignment 0f th~ l;t (8,> 1st Sec. to .ou~&a and the 2il( Sertl)n 

to Ispir itll S.(atC> eon.: . c1isp to Cincooa c.nd other 301555 dt(l 31 Jrul I 4 5). Roa"y 
at Hueneme is '-\145. 
CNO Sec. dlspt to Cincpoa ~ear1 and Comservpac 071802 Mar'45 - If loaoin, sh!ps 
at Pearl cannot be aCeOmnliaher t~~ other means, suggest diversion of 1st (~p) 
~rom ~O~C or one or the·BlVE Sp .\Bef: Co~servpac 052043 which urgently requested 
a CB (Sp) to replace the 28th Sp at Pearl). 

Location - Noumea 1st (Sp) 1st Sec. 
3-14-45 - The 1st (Sp) 1st Section with 13 officers and 528 men departed Hueneme ~ MRr l 45 

for oversea8.(H'lenem~ con!. d1s~ to Bupers 081919 Mar l 45). 
3-17-45 - Cincpoa P~ar1 Sec. d1spto CNO 150031 Mar l 45 - Impossible to devert th~ 1st (Sf) 

from Sopac as su«ceated. a8 the;, have alre 4e.,.rted the West CCLat. 
4-17-46 - 1st (Sp) CB half unit located at Noumea. (CNB Noumea to CO.8eronso~c see Ptsp 

032210 dtd 1i. Apr' 45) 

4-18-45 - 1st C~ (Sp) wa split into two sections on 5 Mar'45. (Recap sheet of 31 Mar 14S) 

4-18-48 - 1s t (Sp) Sec. 1 loeated at Koumea. (Addr~8s on muster roll of 31 MBrI4~ ) 

5- 8-45 ­ 1st (Sp) Seo. 1 1a located at Noumea. (D1rpacdocka S.F. Sec ~p of 15 Aur'45 
B'-~-45 ­ 1 May'45 raport of the 1st (&p) Sec 1 - loc_ted at Roumea. ­

6-8-45 - 1st (Sp) Sec 1 included in units earurked and ready l ate r but no <lest i1\ati~rl 

assiCnei. (Comso,ac sec d1sp a9053S May ''l5 to Comservpac) 


6-28-45 - 1 Jun l 45 report of the lst(Sp),Sec.l - located at Noumea. 

1- »-.45 - 1 J--u '45 n,po rt of tae 1st ( S,} Sec 1 - located at llowua.

Ia- a.-u ... calleal my a?23:!? l e Cluest 1st is,) ca completE' with tent cam. Md 1"-1 Co.... f" 

shipp•• to Linc~en t o a rrive by 15 s..p and \hat Ct)rnsuv7flt be. dVi2ed. of '1: "' ­
int poi~t and ava.l1a.bllit, ciate. (Cor.'!ser~c sec dia~ 310::00 .Tu ly 0 Co "'-:a-.:) 

9-1&-45' - 1 ~ I~ report of 1st: {Sp) 1st S"!c . ~'l~ toattal i ot\ _s re.l"cR.ted to a. ca
en are~ t !Tol"-nan~' on? ,July 1.:15. (" ~:..> ..,.,. .....5t \. e. ~ n e.n<>(- ~ ) 

"22-45 - Comseronsopac shows 1st (Sp) Sec 1 and 2 ready date 1 Sep 145 - des tination 


Saipan. To arrive b.f 15 Sep. To be combined (both sections) before departing. 

(Comseronsopac Sec Rep on Redep10ymeht of Naval ?ersonnel dtd 1 Aug'45) 


8.<..3 -45 - ~ 1st Sp, 1 st Sec. arr\ves 'Es'Piritu. Sa'1 0 ~eta.ch $pc 2. of 1 st Sp .... ,~, ~ 0:'" 

two sectiol\s ink!) onp admini trative un t. birect em t o p -r)C€'M a " ~i In u.n _~ 
~ Lin.t~en & report c-ra ~hat b se. Oine, 1.9 ~ ' ~ncl Sec S. al' € de' ten ": 0:: 
Bxec. Off. respectively. (e!)aser'r~~sopa ' ape f-I'Xlltr ~er ' i/J "" C"_ . ....:_ --
CNo 6: ot rs) ~ 
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.&..OC-'lt ion - [lIot~~ Kyushu. J epf\ll 

&-31-4:5 _ 1st Sp lIirectea. to rpport Coo7tlL"lt ??A tn C()I.lf·th.Phi"o.0rcE'S in:· ~aC. • r Ne, 

l..inra.ven• (C':JnSA.-:vcso . C ~ s Kiltr s .' ...' 2~'? c.t..... ! .-.~·'4f). 


9- 6-0:5 - ht( Sl») 1st Sec . r eport 01' Sept '45. lst( Sf ~ ' 1st. St"c. 4e.tFC)y; j -~ !"jm a; 

on 3S ~'45 f~r forward. mov_Dent. 


~ - ?-i5 -lst(Sp) with U officers & 445 n departaa Now. 1 Sept'"'S' fl)r tJ8~~l i a. 

f)sp. Santo. <ComgE'nsol) cbf1com sac disn ,jl()~lO ., om . Ling --en G',~lf . 


~-1l-tS -lst(Sp). ec 1 \ached fromNoUMa. 2S Aug'el5. i'urt M.r report GO .. "'- ­
\ransporta\ion to ilp. SantI) 6! uton arrival r e port to OinC . l st (Sp) . 5a 

: 1 .' !" 


fv.rtw tr _spo~ ~iOf\ _ Ust(s 1 c 1 sec \r u 37~ <ltd as . '45). 

10-19-45 - 1st Sp) at spritu Santo ~eparted 5 Sept'45. ~stination is ~ingayen. Sec . 1 

combined with sec. a at Santo into one admin1strative unit. (Comser~qdPac sec Itr 
ser0010?6 dtd 1 Oct ' 45 to COIDservpae). - ­

10-29-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of lst(Sp)- - 1 off. & 50 men from Sec. 1 
embarked at NoUtle.a,ll.C. on as Aug' 45. 12 off. 6= 449 men from Sec. 1 embar~f'·d at 
Noumea on 31 Augl45 & ~e Jdned b,y 16 off&: 481 ftl8n fro. c. Z from Sec. 1.::>t 
isplrltu Santos. TN! two sections were conso1 tdated on 4 Sept' 45 into one unit.. 
Arr!ved Ll~en on 16 Sept. I 45. Departed Linpyen 2.1 Sept I t5 & ar rivad SaSf'bo • 
~shu, Japan. 

11-28-45 -1 lIov'45 report of lst(Sp) - location Mt st ted. 246 I;,en transferred f&r cli~ch r!'~ 
4 off. & 222 men from 31st(Sp) have been billeted with \he lst(Sp). 

12-19-45 -1 ~o'iS report of 1et(S,) - located at Sasaba. Kyushu, J8fAn. 152 ~n rec'd fro 
3let(Sp). Sec. 2 . 147 men tranaferr~d to 11.S. for 4iachar~. 

1st (Sf) 

1-31-46 - 1 J"an'46 re'Port of lst(Sp) - location not statea. 147 men transferred :'or di~cta!'t I 

" men rec'4 as rellacements. 
3-1-4' - 1 Fe~ 46 report of lst(Sp) - - location not stated. 
3-14-46 - Comservpac states inactivation of 31st C1 and lat(Sp) conellered essential 


and requests CG 2nd MarIllv to atvlse earliest dates units can be inacti'Tated. 

(Oomservpac disp 122l0l/Mar to CG 2nd MarDiv). 


3-28-4K - 1 Mar 4' report of lst(S,) - located at ~Jna.. 1~an. 
4-2r-t' - Comservpac orders inact:ivation of 1st(Sp) CB. Enlisted pers. 'With 18 mOB. 

overseas to De r~tu.rned to US, others to 31st~. (Comaerv-pec difP 291839 ME-rch 
to ComGen 2nd ~1arDiv & 318~ aB). 

5-3-46 - Ist(Sp) C) inacUvatecl on 1S April 1946. Me.n not elic11>1e for discAaxce 
transferrecl to 31s\ Ci. (OinC Itr Ser 357 dtd 15 Apr 40 to CNO). 



l~t as (S,) 2nt S c. 
MeTe - CParks) 

- ~.me. 
a~ toe - 15 feb 145 

Ldt AID _ . 6 Mar '45 
~oc~tion - Ispiritu Santo 

a-7-45 - Tb 3 t~ (s,) .il~ b••,lit into &qua1 section for asai&nment t. ~ an~ 
s¥lr1t~ S.(Co o,ac c. 4is, to CNO & Cincpoa 2n0031 otd 26 Jan'45). 

21-7-45 - CJJO -ill arr.n,- \0 lift thE' 1st (st) an 85th C) I\OW ready for Sopac in li .'.l 

of ~e ,'ioh (Sp) and the 86th aB which will not b.. ~aG¥ Wltil "-r'U. (CHO S 
.'ep to Cincpoa and Co~WesSeaFron 252120 ntd 2' J~nt45). 

1.7-45 - CJ6 eonfirws the assi~ts Qf the 1st (Sp) 15t s.c. to ieumaa &nA th~ l~e c~ 
(a,) an. Sec. to .,1ritu S. audJ at. ~ 1$ r.l>'4S.(QlO Coonf. ~isp to 
tiDe,.. aAd other 301655 .tj 31 ~an'4S). 

3-10-45 _ 	 CNO Sec. dlap•. to 01ncpoa Pearl an' Coms.,rvpac 071802 Mar 145 - If loading ships 
at Pearl cannot be accoap1isaad thru other means, sucaest d1Ters~~n of let (Sp) 
from Sopae or one of the DIVE (Sp).(BefZ Comaervpac 052043 which urgentlv requested 
.. C8 (S,) 	to replace the 28th (Sp) a.t Pearl). '.' 

3-14-45 _ 	!he 1st (Sp) 2nd Section with 12 officers Bnd 509 men departed HueD~me , Mar ~5 for 
ovarseaB.(HUeneme con!••i8, to iupers 011919 Mar I 45). 

3-17-45 _ Ciftcpoa Pearl Sec. diep to ClO 150031 Mar'45 - Impossible to dev.rt th~ 1st (Sn) 

from Sopac as 8UCCested as they have already departed the Wes~ Coast. 


4-17-45 - 1 Apr l 45 report of let '(Sp) 2nd See. - No information ra location. A large per­

centage of the perlonne1 lncluding Oine reported aboard this activity at the 
~lnn1ng of the month. 

l~\io~ - i!pir1tu Santo 	 1st (Specl 1) - and SAc. 

4-18-45 - 1st C~ (Speola1)was split into two sections on 5 Mar'4S. (Recap sheet of 31 Mar t 45) 
8- 6-45 - 1st (Sp) 2nd See. is located at syirltu Santo. (Dirpiacdocks S.l'. Sec f 

15 Apr'ta) 

1-1"-4.5 ­
7-2P~5 ­
1- z,.4S ­

1-20­
8-22-45 ­

t-~ 

-31-45' .. 

9-13.-4S ­

1 Msyl4$ report of the 1,\ (Sp) See a - located at piritu Santo. 

1st ($,). ZIla Su.at Saat.o lnc.lwied 1Q list. of activ1ti&s aarmarked an4!"u4 later 

\ut no 4uUnat.lons auicnea. (Comsopac sec dis, 290535 May'4,5 \0 COulS tlrvt:"" cJ 

1 3un'4S ~port of the 1,\ (5 ) See ~- located at I,piri~ $anto. 

1 JUl'45 report of the 1st (S,) Sec 1 - located at s,iritu Santo. 

Cance.l my 272337. Reque st 1st. (5,) ca e~l ..t. .. w;(th \ent e..p art. F-l C~L,n e.e 

sbippel to Linc~en to arrive ~:'I15 SeP 'U1d that C.~ervlflt te Hvi eG.. f)f ";"·J..i.:·t· ­


in.. ,o1.n\ ani a..,eUaoUiq elate. (Comservpac ec rliqp 310!7-09 ,ul~f c,"'r, sol'a: ' 

1 A\I8'4S ~aport of \he. 11\ <s,) See .l. - located at spiritu Santo. 

'I) 


Oomseronsopac shows 1st (Sp) Sec 1 and 2 ready date 1 Sep'45 - dest Saipan. To 
arrive by 	15 Sep. The 2 sections to be comb1ned before departing. (Comseronsonac 
Sec Esp on Bedeploymen t of llaval Personnel dtd 1 AUf '45) 	 ­
~ 1 Sec. .f l~ S, .rriv..~4.taeh Zl\cl $e.c of 1st ~ ~ e.oahi_ t ... s.et:.lons into 
.~e. ....ninr.\\v. W\it:. '1r.c.~~. t& proce~ U sincl.. unit: to L.1 eA L 
re-port. tha\ \aae. Cine J 1st A W s..cs.) ar cl.1icnat•• Oint A lbec..ou. , 
respeehv~. (Co....rvrongopc • c sndltr ser 00994 dtd :~:: .:..u; 14S to :' - .. , . . r'" . 
l$t Sp clir&Ct~ to relort Co~7thFlt FFA to Gom5tbPhib~orces inste~d ~f CWB J 
ti"{~en. (conservronS01)·.c sec S 1dl tiT s~ _ O')·;c. ( dti l.1 Aua'1S to ;:r: . 
lst(Sp), $e.c. a. lIith l' oftic.e.r. "'. InIU\ cle.pvt..a .,. SaD~O abarcl ~ 13 
i!"aJVl.. • was previo'..l <.l ••stination. (Cotnlr. of 'it.. S n~ s €' ~ 1­

, S to Comnp..vbA se£, Lin&a,yen) .. 
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100 tion - .uS t rUn ") nt·j 

9-lB..L.!S - 1 Seot'4f rE'port ("If 1st'" \ '~.J~. :·)c· ,. .. t'; ~r:t'..l .JM't:. 

1O-19-4J5- IBt(Sp) at Espiritu Banto departed 5 Sept'45. Deetinat10n is Linge~en. Sec. 1 
combined with sec. 2 at Santo into one administrative unit. (CoreSerSodP~c sec Itr 
ser 001076 dtd 1 Oct'45 to Comservpac). 

See the CC'rd on 1st CB(S'O) ~ no 10 e~ o~ ..~tt"P' PB two ClPcti')T , 



--

,/ ( v .c;.) 
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, BIatCRIOl '1'lIE FIRST SPECIAL U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

"In the tall of 19~ it 'beoame apparent that the Na.vy would be 
foro d to organize apeolaJ. battalions of stevedores to handle the 
mountains of fre1ght whioh had. to flow over, open boaohes in the P ­
01£10. The nature ot th' Paoifio war made s-Gevedorlng at the advanoe 
bases hazardous 8lld diffioult as aonstruotlon. }Jl unloading Ship 
~ a prime ~arget for the ene~. Then all the no~ diffioulties 

, of unloading were multipli d by the absenoe of piers in the forward 
islands. we had no pier for two reasollS. there had been no time 
to build them., aId until an island 1s made seoure from enelt\Y attack 
it is foolish to baild pi r&. l3inoe they will only bo destroyed by 
ene~ bombs. This ant that when a freighter arrived at a plaoe 
like Guadaloanal, she had to aJlohor off'shore and unload her oargo on­
to heaving barg I, then the barges ran to the beaoh, 'Where the oargo 
b Q to be handled again onto truoks. This ship-to-shore prooes.El 
Qoubled the normal amount -of' stevedorizJ&." 1. 

"The CEC designated the tendore battalions "apeoi 1ft battalions 

and rushed plana for their oreation. A/J with the first oonatruotion 

battalions, the Deed was so urgent that there was little time to train 

tho first "Speoialft • wa had maved into Guadaloanal. &nd if that bat­

tle was, to on we had to have men who would stiok with thooe shipe 

and.. unload them in spite ot bomba, shells and weather. 


fo form the First Speoial Battalion, the CEC simply grabbed 96 

man with at vedoring experienoe who had enlisted tor servioo with the 

oonstruotion ba:ttalioDS. added 900-odd others 'Who knew SOD3thing about 

rigging end handling barges anc1 small boats, and rushed tho group to 

the paoifio where they were joined by the Seoond, Third, and Fourth 

Speoials. tt '2. 


The Firat Speoial U.S. a.val Construotion Battalion was oommis­

sioned a.t Camp Bra.dford,Norfolk, Va... 16 Deoember 1942. Lt. Comdr. 

w. T. pOwers was Offioer in Charge. The, unit mov d to camp peary, 
near Williamsburg, Va. on 1'1 December 1942. l1hile at Camp faery the 
battalion reoeived training i n advanoed military and in stevedoring 
operations. In th! latter part of Deoember halt the men wer s trans- r 
lornd to form tb nuoleus at the Second Speoial U.S.N.C.B. The ro­
maing approximat 600 beoame kn~ as the Firat Echolon of th Firat 
Speoial U.S.N.C.B. The First Eohelon left C~p peary for Port Hue~ 
neme On 1 January 1943. Tho time at Slenema was spent in outfittillg 
the unit and in military drill. Some 01' the peraoDn: 1 -were granted 

five 	day leave while at HUeneme. 

%he First Eohelon lett the U.S. on $ February 1943 aboard the 


US DAY STAR and SS TURNER. Thin Eohelon. along with the 46th U.S. 

N.C.B. formed a part of Cub Two under the oommand of' Corama.nder Ro­

chester. 


The First Bohelon, after a layover ot approximately four weeks 

at Espiritu Santo, arrived at their destination of Guadaloe.na.l. Bri­

t1sh Solom01l Islands on 21 March 1943. ~e battalion lived in pup
--- - ~ -~ - ~ --- -. ---- ~ -- - ~ ~ ~ ~ ---- --- ­
1. 	olean Do- by William. Brad:f'ord Huie. pa£e 171. 
2. 	"Can Do". pama 172-173. 
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tent and a.te Crat ona for .overal dEV while & oamp was being oon­
struoted. Camp oonatruot1onwas neoessarl1yslOw 8.8 the stevedore 
oompanies we~e 1mmediat lyput to work unloading shipe and only a 
.mall peroentage or the men were used on camp construotion. 

'Tho .,OOM ohelon of the Firat Speoial U.S.N.e.D. 1'18.8 formd 
at Camp peary. 17 January 1943. Lieut. L. K. Wood we.s Offioer in 
Charge of the ohelon. This un!t left Camp peary for Port Hueneme 
on 25 January 1943. Upon arrival at Port Hu8mllll8 the per8o~1 were 
assigned to tevedore iir'alni.ng e,.M dvanoec1 military training and 
the unit was outfitwd. 0 pre-embarkatlon leave was granted. 

The Seoond Eohelon or the Firat speoial along ·th Aviation Re­
pair Unit forud the Seoond Echelon of Cub 2 under Lt. Comdr. Parr 
as Commanding Offioer. oy embarked tram U.S. on " oh 1943 &.board 
SS OWRE. After a layover of almost six esks at &spiritu 
santo the umt arrived at Guacta.loa.nal 2 May 194:3. Due to the taot 
that no tents zoe available on the i land this eohelon also lived 
in pup tent . and 8ubsi ted on 0 rationstoraeveral days while their 
equipment 1m8 belrlg unloaded and oamp oonstruotion waa going on. 

The batt lion equipment arrived at Guadaloanal 2 April aboard 
the SS LOUIS JOLIET. Before this equipment had been unloaded an 
erial attaok by a large number ot Japanese planee toroed all the 

ahips to ·lel(V8 the harbour and return to Espirltu santo. This 
delqed tor about weeks the arrival of neoessary working equip­
ment. At ·thi tine all shipe were. \1Or~dlA the stream ud oarso 
was brought aahor by pontoon b~ge8 and tank lighters. 

"])uringtm first three months in the Paoifio the F!,rst Speoial 
handled 112.407 tons of cargo from 33 ~p8. During this tim& there 
were twenty-six air alerts and at least om very seriOUS bombillg 
.raid." 3. 

In August 1943 Commander Powers returned to the u.s. to take 
over a oonstruotion battalion and the oommand of the battalion was 
taken over by Commander William H. yost. . CommenCer Yost in time be­
oame Commander Cargo. Gu da,loo.DAl and Commarider 111i C. Lamb be­
oame Of leer in Charge of the ~r8t SpeoialU.s.N.C.B. 

The personnel. of the battall.~n deoreased due to fati91e oaused 
by long and arduoU8WOrk and tropi:oe.l diseases. the most prevalent 
o£ whioh was malaria. .. . 

.:. On 6 April 1944 the battalion we.a sent to !lew Zealand tor e. 
'W811 earned "ree.t" leave. l1bile in New Z8al.-and the .battalion person­
nel expl,ored the oountry from one end to the other~ The unit returned 
to Guadaloanal .on 29 JIay 1944. 

In early september 1944 a very happy oammunicatiou was reoeived. 
Th& .text stated that the battalion was due to return to Unole Sugar. 
where they arrived 1 October 1944. . . 

1Vhile at GuadalolUl8.l the battalion hAd reoeiVed 8.averal letters 
ot oOlI1llendation both from the ieland commarid and tro;l the maaters of 
ships whioh they had worked. tor work , ..ell dODa. 

wBere is ha.t the master ot one transport wrote. "During our 
~ ~: - ' - - - - - - - ,-- - ... - - - .. - - - - - - - .. ... ,. - ." - - .. - Q ­
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rg n01 d partu f."r Guadaloanal, W8 .found ourselves oritioally 

short of men 1ll the engine room. ~roug,h the ldntl oooperation a£ 

Lieutenant Curry and his men, secured saven man who aoted as 

oil ra d firemen, who did a lnOst exoellent jobo£ helping uS in 

our need." 


Q'The master of & Uberty ship wrote, 'The manner in whioh the 

men or tb& !rat Speoial a0gepted duty during an attack on us by 

twal· eneIl.Yjy aircraft '\Va unsurpaased~ Gangs 1V9re organized as am­

munition oarriers, magaz1n& loaders, and o;t fire stationa. Some men 

~ook positions on tm Z<>-mn. guns, sons on t.he 5-1nch gun. and BOm!I 


as aorpsmen at the First Aid Sta.tion. ~ 


Another master wro1m. 'Dul'"ing the oourse ot a. r 1d, while em­

ray plwere forming for another dive on the hip, the First Spe­

oialists oalmly removed broken booms and rigging from the, hatohes 

and lashed the to the d ok for safety. During tm nibht they stood 

guard watoh. relieving the gun orewe in order that they might be in 

best form. wll.en needed.' . 


,Another stipp-er wrote, 'I wiah to inform you that the stevedoriilg 

apeTat10n &bord this w.sel was a.B tine. it not better. than arq oi­

vilian a:bevedorlng tha'b I hav w1'tl]e8Bod 1n my fifteen years' exper­

ienae. Tn oar 0 wes handled oarefully- and at the same time with 

maximumdiapatoh.,ft 4. 


Upon r turDilig to the u.s. the~rsonnel of 'the ba.ttalion was 

granted a thirty day leave. Atter completion of this leave the bat­

talion ordered to ort enems for training aJ:ld outfittiIlg. ar­

riving t-he.re on the 19 wmber 1944, with Lieut . Comdr. J. Kask · as 

Officer:ln Charge. 1'h11e at iIuen_e the battalion toOk up the slaok 


. of oivilian ste. doring op ratioll8 and loaded ships leaving for tor­

ward aroas. This wrk e.rul train! oontiml9d until 1 MVoh 1946 when 

the 'batt-elion was 8pllt 1nto two 88ct1ona.t.he Firat Seotion being 

ordered to .!Ow ealedoni and the second Seo.t1on bel ng Qrdered to Es­

pir itu S.an·t o to do s t e doringwork 'in oormeotiQn with the ftrol l uptt 

of the 8 t wo b.aBel'h 
 r 

f he Sooond SoQt1on with Lieut. ClBrles J. Prioe as Off'ioer in 

Charg arrived t Espiritu Santo' on the 18 Maroh 1945. This meotlon 

has among its personnel 185 mPmbersof the original First Spaoi&l. 

The remainder beingma4e up of new replaoements trom boot oamp and 


':. per-sonnel who have BGen 8 rvioe in Ftan08 aD melnbors ot other C.B. 
Unita.sOinoot 'Whom. _ in on the ormandy invasion. 

The battalion was assigned to tBe CatlP formerl,. ocoupied by 
C.B .U.U. 538. . Tl:is oamp is a quo1Wst hut .catlp in.a very nice looa.tion. 
~hi8 was veryfortuna.te · the equipmant lent out with the ba.ttallon 
was very- incomplete. no tools or roUing stock re inolucle d in the 
origina.1ehipment.. AI tlWper onnel of thePirst Speoial was nsar­
11 twice as large as the fo~r oooupants ot the oamp it was ne-oes­
sary to make several additiona to the oamp. Tools for this work were 
drawn from Publio Works and Na.val Supply Depot. SO~ rollil'l6 stock- - - ~ ~ ~ - --- ~ ~ -- ~ - ~ . - ------ ~ . ~ -- - ~ ~ ~ ­-

-~ 
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drawn trom.. Publio arks to lUl ~ untU the battalion equipment 
arrived. Reefers were not sent out am eleotrloal g8IlBrati~ 'equip· 
ment sent out l'l&S lnsutfiolem both of these 1teI!lB -.vera furnished 
by Publio Works. . 

A ohapel, several quonset hut liv.lng quarters. a supply warehouse 
and maIl1 small .oonstruotion projects were oompleted to make the camp 
adequate for the personnel and equipment. 

The S.S. W.M:t GREY, oarrying the battalion equipment, arrived 
at Espiritu Santo 1 April 1945. fh. batt.alion began ita stevedoring 
activitie-s on this base at that date by ~nloading our own equipment. 
MaD;y ot the peraol'lI:l.el were untrained in this type of ",ork and 0.8 they 
had joined tb . battalion just a few days beforo our departure from 
the states. it "~ ired a. fe eke of working together before a sub­
stantia! degree or stevedoring fficlenoy was atta1ne~. 

The battalion was asSigned to work Alhena Landing and Pier Five 
but steV8d~ingork has also been done at Piers TWO and Thr66~ pier 
Four and Seven, the two LST beaches and in the stream. Since start­
ing work on 1 April 1945 unt1130 ~ne 194£, this aotivity has worked 
seventeen smalloratt and thirty-!"!w ships. loading 3)..787 tons and 
discharging 11,117 ~on8. 

SODB stevadon.n&equipmt:Jnt 1nihe batto.lion oomplement was found 
to be insuffioient. this inoluded lift j1tIl8ys and dock tractors. 
Some of this ,type of equipmentha.s been seoured frnnn units OIl the 
island. 

Reareation£or .the battalion is provided through moviee. library 
and athletios. Movies are sh own every night in the Mess Ra~l and are 
well .attended. Lnter-pa"ttal1oD softball games provide great deal 
of good natured rivalry. Gamu are hard fought but a souroe of pleas­
ure. to all.. Before lea.ving tl'»3 states ,a pool table was purohased 
,tram. welfare Funds. This pioOG ot equip But i s one of the most popu­
lar forms ot reoreation. The library. thoubh amall,i8 stookedwith 
teohnioal , historioal and fiation books and is' extensively used by 
mell off duty. 

The battalion left the U.a. apprOximately .4% under oomplement 
and due to modical &J::d overage trruw£ere Binoe arriviI16 *'t this bass 
is now approx1mat9ly 7% under complement. 

personnel in Siok Bay due to minor injuries and sickness awra~es 
ppronmatel:y 4':' . Thi Ie we the personnel available for work about 

11% below .oOLlplement. !hroubh the orifioo of all but U!"~ntly needed 
mn-k in eaoh compall¥ 'W8 have been able to li1aintain the original num­
ber 01' gangs. 

~ooffset this 10s8 of .personnela.dditional replaoements have been 
requested. 
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2 J an 1943 

7 Jan 1943 

25 Jvn 1943 

31 Ja~ 1943 

4 Feb 1943 

5 r·!a.r 1943 

11 }.~ay 1943 

1 Jul 1943 

Apr 19¥­

27 Hay 1944 

15 Sep 1944 

1 Oct 194<1 

6 Har 19L15 

1 SC? 1945 

5 Se:;'J 19.;5 

16 Se~ 19~5 

21 Sep 19s.5 

~ • • . ",' • •"', 	 ~ < '. '. . . , • ~ 
. 	 . 

1ST FAVJ\L CmTSTHUC'i'IOl,r 3 ATT.l.L I OH (sP3CI AL) 

F i r s t Tour of Duty 

1st Echelon of 1st Q3 (S~) left Camp Peary for Port Hueneme. 

1st Echelon arrived nt Port Hueneme. 

2nd. Echelon left Camp Peary for Port HueneLle . 

2nd. Zchelon e. rrived. at Port Huenef.1e. 

1st 3::cr..elon er::be.rkecl. for GU2.d.e.lc.?nal. lIo date of arrival _ 

so~etin~ in March. 


2nd. Echelon enbarked. for GU<:1.d.?lce.z:e.l. No date of arrival-­
s Oille t L"le in !'farcn. 

1st CB (Sp) located at G-u.B.dalc&.nal. 

Honthly 3.epo~t for July states that 2 officers D....l1d 297 men froza 
the 4th CB (Sn) are on d..:: tachcd duty '-I -:h :'st C3 ($)) . 
1st CB (Sp) operated at G1.lP.da.lcc:p.8.1" UY.~:' J.. t "tl ' ;::'':; t o AucY.:1~ndt 
}feH Zealand. for rest and rehabilitat i on. 

1'!ent to 	.Auck1and. t He';l Zealand. HI STORI CAL f'2CORD 

Arrive~ Lunga. Point. 


DepB.rted GU8.a.alcClnc.l 


,

1st CB (S:p) \·;ith 23 

GUE.d201cn~1. Retu..-n to EIS"':O.RVJl 
' '''aau 0 : 	 Yards l:..T1;! Doc~s 

for U.S. 

officers end 610 r:len 8.rrived C2_ryT) Parks. 
On 21 .A~ 1944, 100 r.len .,rere tr2.~sfer:i.·ed to 6th G.3(S~)). 
On 7 Sep ·~t 25 men were transferred to 11th CB (S~): 

Second Tour of ~~_ 

1st CB (~). lzt and 2nd Sections, de~a~ted for overs eas. 
1st Section destined. lToUln-2a , 2nd Section destined 3s:)!.ritu 
Sento. Dates of a:::-ri'12.1 ::lOt kno'.m. 

1st Sec t ion de?a:::-ted :·io......--;-,sa for !..ing2.yen via :Espiritu SaLto 
co::ib:!.!:e4 vIi th 2nd Section at ::::;s-piri t1.1 Sc>.nto. 

3att2.1ion d.e-:)ffi"ted ~so_ iri tu Santo.\: - ·. 

Arrived 	Lingayen. 

De-:-:arted Lingayen for Saseca., KJTUShu t Ja.p2.n. Tine of a:::-:-:v<!.l 
ur2mo'tm. 

l~O'.2~: 	 The 1>..oove iti!'.erary is based on t:-cerecords availa.ble in t h e C3 C? erati o::;.s 
Sect1o:!l of the Bureau of :.ra'Y81 ?ersc~el. 

15 Cctober 1945. 
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