































































































ATBF Avenger on its way to'bomb Tinian and support landing operations during the second day of the invasion. Nole the turret and the tunnel on the aft fuselage.
USN 247382

The Navy initially experimented with gun turrets on several types of aircraft, includ-
ing patrol planes such as this PBM Mariner. Turrets were removed from early produc-
tion Mariners because of weight problems, but installed in all later models.

Consolidated Catalina flying boats stand on the field at the American advance base,
Amchitka, Aleutian Islands, awaiting the call of duty. In the foreground bombs are
brought to the field prior to loading on the Catalinas. NH 98483
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