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SSttrreettcchhiinngg  IItt
An F/A-18D Hornet was

on a designated low-level
training route, traveling at
420 knots, 500 feet above
the ground when a large
bird struck the seven
o’clock position of the left
intake. Portions of the bird
penetrated the intake skin
while other remains were
ingested into the left engine.
The bird also caused some
damage to the engine com-
pressor, but there was no
evidence of a catastrophic
engine failure or fire.

The portion of the bird
which penetrated the intake
skin damaged hydraulic,
fuel and bleed air lines, as
well as elements of four
wire bundles. The damaged
electrical wires caused the
left engine fire warning light
to illuminate immediately
after the bird strike.

The crew initiated engine
fire emergency procedures,
including shutting down the
left engine, but the fire light stayed
on for about five more minutes.
Evidence later indicated that arcing
from the damaged wires ignited
hydraulic fluid or fuel, causing a fire

forward of the left wheel well.
Numerous cautions and warnings
were triggered as a result of the
bird’s impact and securing the left
engine.

The pilot began an
emergency divert to one
air base, electing to bypass
another which was about
seven minutes closer to his
position. Twenty-five
miles from the intended
landing site, the left fire
light went out. Twenty
miles from the base, the
hydraulic 2A caution illu-
minated along with an
associated “flaps off” cau-
tion. The pilot was unable
to extend the landing gear.
He conducted an emer-
gency gear extention, but
the left main gear did not
indicate down because of
damaged wires. The pilot
got into the landing pat-
tern but felt a significant
degradation in aircraft
landing qualities, followed
by complete loss of con-
trol. Both pilots ejected
successfully; the aircraft
crashed and was
destroyed.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

IItt  wwaassnn’’ tt  tthhee  ffaauulltt  ooff  tthheessee
ppii lloottss  tthhaatt  aa  bbiigg  bbiirrdd  bbaasshheedd  iinnttoo
’’ eemm..  NNoott  mmuucchh  yyoouu  ccaann  ddoo  aabboouutt  aa
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ffeeaatthheerreedd  ffrriieenndd  wwhhoo  ff ll iieess
oonnttoo  yyoouurr  ttrraacckk,,  eessppeecciiaall llyy
wwhheenn  yyoouu’’ rree  wwhhiissttll iinn’’
aalloonngg  cclloossee  ttoo  MMootthheerr
EEaarrtthh..  BBuutt  ffoorr  tthhee  ll ii ffee  ooff
mmee,,  wwhhyy  bbyyppaassss  aa  ppeerrffeecctt--
llyy  ggoooodd  aaiirrff iieelldd  ttoo  llaanndd  aatt
aannootthheerr??  TThhee  HHoorrnneett  fflleeww
ffoorr  1155  mmiinnuutteess  aafftteerr  tthhee
bbiirrdd  ssttrriikkee  aanndd  bbeeffoorree
lloossiinn’’   ccoonnttrrooll..  TThhiiss  mmiigghhttaa
bbeeeenn  eennoouugghh  ttiimmee  ttoo  rreeaacchh
tthhee  cclloosseerr  aaiirrff iieelldd  aanndd  ssaavvee
tthhee  ccrreeww  ffrroomm  hhaavviinn’’   ttoo  hhiitt
tthhee  ssii llkk..  CCoouullddaa  ssaavveedd  aa
pprreecciioouuss  aaiirrppllaannee,,  ttoooo,,
ddoonn’’ tt  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk??

MMeeeett  YYoouu  aatt  tthhee
PPoollee

A CH-46E Sea Knight
landed at a civilian airport
and taxied onto a parking
ramp under the direction
of a civilian taxi director.
The copilot was at the
controls and announced he
was “coming right a little
bit,” and proceeded to do
so without receiving
acknowledgments from the
pilot (the helicopter air-
craft commander) or crew
chief.

The pilot’s attention
was momentarily focused
inside the cockpit when he
leaned over to retrieve a
dropped approach plate. The crew
chief was concentrating on the
right main mount due to the prox-
imity of the helo to the edge of the
prepared surface. The CH-46E was
close to going off the edge.

As the aircraft continued taxi-
ing, the pilot raised his head just in
time to see a light pole located
near the Sea Knight’s one o’clock
position. The pilot immediately
warned the copilot and attempted
to take the controls. However, the
rotor blades struck the light pole
and portions of the blades separat-
ed from the helo. This caused a
severe dynamic imbalance. As a
result, the aircraft turned over and
burned. All three in the crew plus

the three passengers egressed safe-
ly, but several nearby civilian air-
craft were damaged by fragmented
pieces of rotor blade. The CH-46E
was destroyed.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

WWeellll,,  bbuusstt  mmyy  bbllaaddeess  aanndd
ssccrraattcchh  aa  SSeeaa  KKnniigghhtt!!

AAfftteerr  eexxaammiinniinngg  tthhiiss  oonnee,,  tthhee
iinnvveessttiiggaattoorrss  ttaallkkeedd  aabboouutt  ddaannggeerr
““eevveenn  iinn  aann  aappppaarreennttllyy  bbeenniiggnn  eennvvii--
rroonnmmeenntt..””   WWhheenn  rroottoorr  bbllaaddeess  aarree
ttuurrnniinn’’ ,,  tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  bbeenniiggnn  eennvvii--
rroonnmmeennttss!!

CCiivviill iiaann  aaiirrppoorrttss  hhaavvee  ddiiffffeerreenntt
rruulleess  ffoorr  ccoonnttrroollll iinn’’   aaiirrccrraafftt  oonn  tthhee
ggrroouunndd..  TThheeiirr  ttaaxxii  ddiirreeccttoorrss  mmaayy

kknnooww  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  wwaanntt  ttoo  ssppoott  yyoouu,,
bbuutt  ggeettttiinn’’   yyoouu  tthheerree——’’ssppeecciiaallllyy
wwiitthh  wwiiddee--aarrcciinn’’   rroottoorr  bbllaaddeess  oonn
ttoopp  ooff  yyoouurr  ffllyyiinn’’   mmaacchhiinnee——mmaayy
nnoott  bbee  iinn  tthheeiirr  ttrraaiinniinngg  mmaannuuaall..  UUss
mmiilliittaarryy  ttyyppeess  hhaavvee  ggoott  ttoo  bbee  eexxttrraa
ccaarreeffuull  oonn  cciivviill iiaann  ttuurrff..

OOllee  GGrraammppss  ddooeessnn’’ tt  kknnooww  wwhhyy
tthhee  ccooppiilloott  eeddggeedd  ttoooo  ffaarr  ttoo  tthhee
rriigghhtt..  BBuutt  hhee  ddooeess  kknnooww  tthhee  ccrreeww
cchhiieeff  wwaass  aa  qquuaalliiffiieedd  ttaaxxii  ddiirreeccttoorr..
SSoo  wwhhyy  nnoott  lleett  tthhee  ccrreeww  cchhiieeff  hheellpp
ssaaffeellyy  gguuiiddee  yyoouu  ttoo  wwhheerree  yyoouu  nneeeedd
ttoo  ggoo??  TThheerree’’ ss  aa  bbeenniiggnn  qquueessttiioonn
ffoorr  yyoouu..
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